
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
M - F  from 9 AM – 1 PM  
(subject to change) 
* Our Senior Pastor is off on Mondays. 
 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail:  fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 
Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday thru 
Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM - 4:30 PM.   Come and 
find out if we are a good fit for you and your child. 
 

Office Hours:  M—F  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Minerva G. Carcaño  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired):   
 Judy Atwood 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:   Jamie Foster 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
 

Praise Team Director:  Susan Coho 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Multi-Media Director:  Mike Coho 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Christian Education Directors: 
 Susan Coho, Adult   
 Open Position, Youth 
 Carolyn Russell, Children  
  

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

 Today’s Scripture 

Mark 10:13-16 

People were bringing little children to him in order that 
he might touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to 
them.  But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and 
said to them, “Let the little children come to me; do not 
stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of 
God belongs.  Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive 
the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter 
it.”  And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on 
them, and blessed them. 

 

   8:30 AM WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2015 

 
In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the First United Methodist 

Church of Arroyo Grande and to this service of worship.  We are  
happy that you have joined us here today.  Your presence is a gift                        

and we hope that you will  find our worship meaningful and that you  
come worship with us again.   

 

If it is your first time with us, we invite you to join us for coffee hour 
in our fellowship hall so that we can get to know each other. 



 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

  September 6, 2015                                  8:30 AM 
Music by The Lord’s Crew 
Led by Jordan Henderson 

* You are invited to stand in body and/or in spirit. 
 
 

  WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE CHURCH                 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
 
  PRE-SERVICE MUSIC                   Awesome God    
  
*MEETING AND GREETING 

       Please extend the Spirit’s joy to one another   
 
*PRAISE SONGS                      Learning to be the Light                                               

Come, Now is the Time to Worship 
 Here I Am to Worship (Light of the World) 
 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION        Susan Coho 
    
      
  SONG OF ILLUMINATION    I Just Want to Praise You 
 
  SCRIPTURE (NRSV)         Mark 10:13-16 
 

  SONG OF PREPARATION  We Fall Down 
                    
  MESSAGE   “PRECIOUS CARGO”  
            Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
 
 
 

  OFFERTORY SONG    O God Beyond All Praising (instrumental) 
 
  JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
 

  CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION 
 Pastoral Prayer / Lord’s Prayer 
 Sharing the Liturgy 
 Communion Song Hero 
 
*BENEDICTION SONG The Lord Bless Thee 
 
*RECESSIONAL  All the People Said Amen! 

 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

 
                          Welcome to Worship!   

5:45 

 
 
 
 

5:45 PM — Criswell Hall 
 

 Wed. Sep. 9—One Session Study 
on “The Power of Gratitude” led 
by Susan Coho 

 Wed. Sep. 16 —Class On Break 
 Wed. Sep. 23—Start of 6 week 

study of  1-3 John, “Abiding in 
Love”.  This series will continue 
through the month of October. 

 
 

Free Wednesday Suppers 
We continue to offer Wednesday 
5 PM free meals for the church 

and the community. 

Let’s Plan Ahead! 
Get your name on the calendar 

for helping with a meal. 
There are funds to reimburse for 

expenses if you desire. 

UMC Arroyo Grande 
Currently Needs Key Volunteers! 

Chair—Worship Team 
Chair—Christian Education Team 

If you are interested or would like more  
information, please contact the Pastor 

via the church office. 

Coffee Hour Today  
Is Hosted By 

   

ALL CHURCH 
 

 
Next Week’s Coffee Hour  

Will Be Hosted By    

ENDOWMENT  / 
ELT SCHOLARSHIP 

 

We thank you all for your       
service to our church! 

In Memory of My Mother,  
Barbara Unsworth 

 

From Kent Unsworth 

 

WANTED: 
 

Alto, Bass,  
Soprano and Tenor  

Voices 
For Chancel Choir 

 
Rehearsals: Wednesdays at   
7 PM 

Where:  Church Sanctuary 
 

Benefits:  Fun, fellowship, 
singing a variety of music, 
praising God in song. 
 

If you would like to be a part 
of this exciting ministry of the 
church, please contact Julie 
Burns, Chancel Choir Director  
or call the church office.  
 
 

Abbreviation Legend  
(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  

 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      
 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        

Monday—9/7 
LABOR DAY 
 Church off Closed for Holiday 
 No Food Pantry--Holiday for    

volunteers 

Tuesday—9/8 
 Senior Exercise— 8:30 AM (CH) 
 Sew ‘n’ Sews—-9 AM (MMR) 
 UMW Steering —10 AM (L) 
 Grande Ringer Practice—5 PM 

(Handbell Room) 

 Trustees—7 PM (MMR) 

Wednesday—9/9 
 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM (CH) 
 Church Work Day—9 AM 
 Ladies Christian Counseling 

Groups—12 PM (L) 
 Free Dinner—5 PM (CH) 
 Adult Bible Study—5:45 PM (CH) 

 Chancel Choir—7 PM (S) 

Thursday—9/10 
 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM (CH) 
 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM (L) 

 Esther Circle—12 PM (MMR) 

 Grande Ringers Practice—5 PM 
(Handbell Room) 

 Finance Team—7 PM (MMR) 
Friday—9/11 
 Bible Study—8:30 AM (L) 
 Deadline-Castanet newsletter 

articles—Noon (church office) 
 UMW Setup for North District 

Event  
Saturday—9/12 
 Welcoming Event for North     

District Superintendent —2 PM
(S, N,CH) 

 

SUNDAY MORNING 
 YOUTH BIBLE STUDY 

 

A SPECIALTHANK YOU to 
Jordan Henderson who has 

been our Adult Ministry  
Intern this summer. Today is 
his last Sunday leading the 
Youth Bible Study. We wish 

him well as he returns to  
University. 

Isabella “Ibby” Russell will 
now be leading this class 

on Sunday mornings 
10:30—11:30 AM  

 Criswell Hall.  

WELCOME  
CELEBRATION FOR 
NORTH DISTRICT  

SUPERINTENDENT 
 

REV. JAMES 
POWELL 

 
 

SATURDAY SEP 12
2 PM TO 4 PM 

 

We are hosting the North 
District here at FUMCAG! 

 
 

Volunteer Hosts Appreciated! 

 
Rehearsals: Wednesdays at   
7 PM 

Where:  Church Sanctuary 
 

Benefits:  Fun, fellowship, 
singing a variety of music, 
praising God in song. 
 

If you would like to be a part 
of this exciting ministry of the 
church, please contact Julie 
Burns, Chancel Choir Director  
or call the church office.  
 
 

WANTED: 
 

Alto, Bass,  
Soprano and 

Tenor  
Voices 

For Chancel 
Choir 

 
Rehearsals: Wednesdays at   
7 PM 

Where:  Church Sanctuary 
 

Benefits:  Fun, fellowship, 
singing a variety of music, 
praising God in song. 
 

If you would like to be a part 
of this exciting ministry of the 
church, please contact Julie 
Burns, Chancel Choir Director  
or call the church office.  
 



First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
M - F  from 9 AM – 1 PM  
* Our Senior Pastor is off on Mondays. 
 

Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Via E-mail:  fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 
Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program tours are given by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday between 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM -   
4:30 PM.   We invite you to visit and see if  we are a good fit 
for your family.  
 

Office Hours:  M—F from 8 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Minerva G. Carcaño  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired):   
 Judy Atwood 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:   Jamie Foster 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Praise Team Director:  Susan Coho 

Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Multi-Media Director:  Mike Coho 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Christian Education Directors: 
 Susan Coho, Adult   
 Open Position, Youth 
 Carolyn Russell, Children   
 
 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 
                      Welcome to Worship!   

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

September 6, 2015                    10:30 AM   
 

* You are invited to stand in body and/or spirit 
 
 

   WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE CHURCH 
 

   PRELUDE           How Great Is Our God                        Tomlin, Cash and Reeves 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (congregation reads bold type)                 
  

We gather from separate places,   
       but join together as one. 
We gather in all our diversity, 
       but unite as beloved children of God. 
We gather with different needs, 
       but connect in our mutual calling 
       to love God, neighbor and self. 
                                 Mary Scifres’ Words for Worship  
 

*OPENING HYMN Blessed Assurance                  No. 369 
 
  CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                                             Carolyn  Russell 

Nursery care is available.  Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers  
at this time.   Junior and Senior high will meet in Criswell Hall. 

 
PRAYER OF INTENTION 
         
             Gracious God, 
 We want to be good— 
      help us live into this truth. 
 We want to love—-  
      Help us turn our desire into action. 
 We want to share and care— 
      help us grow into the people you create us to be. 
 Transform our faith into works, our words into deeds, 
      and our hope into your realm here on earth. 
 In that miraculous hope, we pray.  Amen.  
 
  SPECIAL MUSIC Come As A Child              David Yantis         
 Soloist, Janice Moore 
  
  SHARING OF OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS   
 

 
 

 

                

                           

                   Today’s Scripture  

 
Mark 10:13-16 
 
People were bringing little children to him in order that he 
might touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to them.  
But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, 
“Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it 
is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.  Truly I 
tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a 
little child will never enter it.”  And he took them up in his 
arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them. 

 

 
 
 

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the First United Methodist   
Church of Arroyo Grande and to this service of worship.  We are  

happy that you have joined us here today.  Your presence is a gift  
and we hope that you will  find our worship meaningful and that you  

come worship with us again.   
 

If it is your first time with us, we invite you to join us for coffee hour 
in our fellowship hall so that we can get to know each other. 



  

 

 

 

The Church Council will  be 

Coffee Hour Today is 
Hosted by 

 

ALL CHURCH 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
Will Be Hosted By 

ENDOWMENT /  
ELT SCHOLARSHIP 

 

We thank you all for your 
service to our church! 

 

 
In Memory of My Mother,  

Barbara Unsworth 
 

From Kent Unsworth 

  A TIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER 
 

 Choral Call to Prayer       Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus            No. 349 
 Pastoral Prayer / Lord’s Prayer                                                   No. 895 
 Choral Response       Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus            No. 349 
  

  OFFERING 
  

 Call to Stewardship and Mission 
 Offertory Have Thine Own Way, Lord           George C. Stebbins 
             *Doxology / Prayer of Dedication                                              No. 95 
 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, 
all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  
 

   WORDS OF PREPARATION   
             One:   As we listen today, grant us open minds and honest        
  hearts . 
       All:   As we listen today, help us turn what we hear into  
             what we do. 
 

  SCRIPTURE   Mark 10:13-16 
 

   HYMN  (remain seated)     Tell Me the Stories of Jesus  (verses 1-2)        No. 277 
 

  SERMON           “PRECIOUS CARGO”              
Rev. Mary Birgelaitis 

   

  COMMUNION   
 The Great Thanksgiving          Hymnal, pages 13-14  
 Sharing The Bread and Cup 
 Communion Music  I Know Whom I Have Believed        James McGranahan 
     
*CLOSING HYMN                Because He Lives                                    No. 364 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*RESPONSE SONG     Jesus Loves Me  (verses 2-3)  No. 191 
 

 v. 2  Jesus loves me! This I know, as he loved so long ago, 
 taking children on his knee, saying, “Let them come to me.” 
  Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me! 
  Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so. 
 

 v. 3  Jesus loves me still today, walking with me on my way, 
 wanting as a friend to give light and love to all who live. 
  Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me! 
  Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so. 
 

  POSTLUDE  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                       John Zundel 
   
 

Abbreviation Legend  
(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  (L) 

Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      
(MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        

Monday—9/7 
LABOR DAY 
 Church off Closed for Holiday 
 No Food Pantry--Holiday for    

volunteers 

Tuesday—9/8 
 Senior Exercise— 8:30 AM (CH) 
 Sew ‘n’ Sews—-9 AM (MMR) 
 UMW Steering —10 AM (L) 
 Grande Ringer Practice—5 PM 

(Handbell Room) 

 Trustees—7 PM (MMR) 

Wednesday—9/9 
 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM (CH) 
 Church Work Day—9 AM 
 Ladies Christian Counseling 

Groups—12 PM (L) 
 Free Dinner—5 PM (CH) 
 Adult Bible Study—5:45 PM (CH) 

 Chancel Choir—7 PM (S) 

Thursday—9/10 
 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM (CH) 
 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM (L) 

 Esther Circle—12 PM (MMR) 

 Grande Ringers Practice—5 PM 
(Handbell Room) 

 Finance Team—7 PM (MMR) 
Friday—9/11 
 Bible Study—8:30 AM (L) 
 Deadline-Castanet newsletter 

articles—Noon (church office) 
 UMW Setup for North District 

Event  
Saturday—9/12 
 Welcoming Event for North     

District Superintendent  —2 PM     
(S, N,CH) 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

WANTED: 

Alto, Bass,  
 

Soprano and 
 

 Tenor  Voices 
    

For Chancel 
Choir 

 

Rehearsals: Wednesdays at   
7 PM 

Where:  Church Sanctuary
 

Benefits:  Fun, fellowship, 
singing a variety of music, 
praising God in song. 

If you would like to be a part   
of this exciting ministry of the 
church, please contact Julie 
Burns, Chancel Choir Director, 
or call the church office.  

5:45 

 

 
 

5:45 PM — Criswell Hall 
 

 Wed. Sep. 9—One Session Study 
on “The Power of Gratitude” led 
by Susan Coho 

 Wed. Sep. 16 —Class On Break 
 Wed. Sep. 23—Start of 6 week 

study of  1-3 John, “Abiding in 
Love”.  This series will continue 
through the month of October. 

Free Wednesday Suppers 
We continue to offer Wednesday 
5 PM free meals for the church 

and the community. 

Let’s Plan Ahead! 
Get your name on the calendar 

for helping with a meal. 
There are funds to reimburse for 

expenses if you desire. 

UMC Arroyo Grande 
Currently Needs Key Volunteers! 

Chair—Worship Team 
Chair—Christian Education Team 

If you are interested or would like more  
information, please contact the Pastor 

via the church office. 

SUNDAY MORNING 
 YOUTH BIBLE STUDY 

 

A SPECIALTHANK YOU to 
Jordan Henderson who has 

been our Adult Ministry  
Intern this summer. Today is 
his last Sunday leading the 
Youth Bible Study. We wish 

him well as he returns to  
University. 

Isabella “Ibby” Russell will 
now be leading this class 

on Sunday mornings 
10:30—11:30 AM  

 Criswell Hall.  

WELCOME  
CELEBRATION FOR 
NORTH DISTRICT 

SUPERINTENDENT 
 

REV.  JAMES 
POWELL 

 

 
SATURDAY SEP 12 

2 PM TO 4 PM 
 

We are hosting the North 
District here at FUMCAG! 

 

Volunteer Hosts Appreciated! 




