
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
M - F  from 9 AM – 1 PM  
(subject to change) 
* Our Senior Pastor is off on Mondays. 
 

Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail:  fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday thru 
Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM - 4:30 PM.   Come and 
find out if we are a good fit for you and your child. 
 

Office Hours:  M—F  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Minerva G. Carcaño  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired):   
 Judy Atwood 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:   Jamie Foster 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
 

Praise Team Director:  Susan Coho 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Multi-Media Director:  Mike Coho 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Christian Education Directors: 
 Susan Coho, Adult   
 Open Position, Youth 
 Carolyn Russell, Children  
  

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

 

 

 

Romans 8:28-39 
 

 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those 
who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.  For 
those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the 

image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn  among many   
brothers and sisters.  And those he predestined, he also 

called; those he called, he also justified;                   
those he justified, he also glorified. 

 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for 
us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son, but 

gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him,         
graciously give us all things?  Who will bring any charge against 

those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies.  Who then is 
the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than 
that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also 

interceding for us.  Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or           

nakedness or danger or sword?  As it is written: 
“For your sake we face death all day long; 

    we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 

who loved us.  For I am convinced that neither death nor life,        
neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor 

any powers,  neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all        
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God                                          

that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

   8:30 AM WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 20, 2015 

 
In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the First United Methodist 

Church of Arroyo Grande and to this service of worship.  We are  
happy that you have joined us here today.  Your presence is a gift                        

and we hope that you will  find our worship meaningful and that you  
come worship with us again.   

 

If it is your first time with us, we invite you to join us for coffee hour 
in our fellowship hall so that we can get to know each other. 

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


 

Order of Worship 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

  September 20, 2015                                8:30 AM 

Music by The Lord’s Crew 
 

* You are invited to stand in body and/or in spirit. 
 

  
  PRE-SERVICE MUSIC           Open the Eyes of My Heart, Lord 
 

  WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE CHURCH   
 

  HANDBELL INTROIT     Shall We Gather at the River    arr.  Douglas E. Wagner  
                                                                Grande Ringers                   
  

*MEETING AND GREETING 
       Please extend the Spirit’s joy to one another 

 

   HANDBELL ANTHEM            Gaudio Exsultans                Valerie W. Stephenson 

                                                              Grande Ringers 
 

*PRAISE SONGS                      My God, My Savior 
      Above All 
 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION        Susan Coho 
   
  SONG OF ILLUMINATION    Though I Feel Alone 
 

  SCRIPTURE (NIV)         Romans 8:28-39 
 

  SONG OF PREPARATION  I Cast All My Cares 
                    
  MESSAGE              “A TEAR IN THE EYE OF GOD”  
                        Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
  OFFERTORY SONG    Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus 
 

  JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

  CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION 
 Pastoral Prayer / Lord’s Prayer 
 Sharing the Liturgy 
 Communion Song     Glory to the Lamb  
 

*BENEDICTION SONG The Lord Bless Thee 
 
*RECESSIONAL  He is Jehovah ! 

 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

 
                          Welcome to Worship!   

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
5:45 PM — Criswell Hall 

 

Wednesday, Sep. 23, is the start of 
the new 6 week study of  1-3 John, 

“Abiding in Love”.  This week’s study 
is entitled, “Forgiveness and  
Fellowship” (1 John 1-2:17). 

 

Susan Coho,  
Adult Christian Education Director, 

will be leading the series. 

 

 

Free Wednesday Suppers 
We continue to offer Wednesday 

5 PM free meals for the church 

and the community. 

Let’s Plan Ahead! 
Get your name on the calendar 

for helping with a meal. 

There are funds to reimburse for 

expenses if you desire. 
Please contact Judy Atwood, Lay Leader 

UMC Arroyo Grande 
Currently Needs Key Volunteers! 

Chair—Worship Team 

Chair—Christian Education Team 
If you are interested or would like more  
information, please contact the Pastor 

via the church office. 

Coffee Hour Today  
Is Hosted By 

   

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE 

 

 
Next Week’s Coffee Hour  

Will Be Hosted By  
  

AG UM CHILDREN’S CENTER 
 

We thank you all for your       
service to our church! 

For  
Judy Atwood and  
Cristy Van Hook  

for all you do for this 
Church 

 

Larry and Pat Wiemers 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        

Monday—9/21 
 Pastor’s Day Off 
 Emergency  Food Pantry—1 PM 

(CH) 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM (S) 

Tuesday—9/22 
 Senior Exercise— 8:30 AM (CH) 
 Sew ‘n’ Sews—-9 AM (MMR) 
 Lay Leadership (Nominating) 

Committee —10 AM (PS) 
 Chair Yoga Class—11 AM (CH) 
 Grande Ringer Practice—5 PM 

(Handbell Room) 

Wednesday—9/23 
 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM (CH) 
 Church Work Day—9 AM 
 Mary-Martha—9:30 AM (MMR) 
 Ladies Christian Counseling 

Groups—12 PM (L) 
 Free Dinner—5 PM (CH) 
 Adult Bible Study—5:45 PM (CH) 

 Chancel Choir—7 PM (S) 

Thursday—9/24 
 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM (CH) 
 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM (L) 

 Mission Team—1 PM (MMR) 

 Grande Ringers Practice—5 PM 
(Handbell Room) 

Friday—9/25 
 Bible Study—8:30 AM (L) 
 UMC Book Club—11 AM (MMR) 
Saturday—9/26 
 Nothing currently scheduled 

11:45 AM Worship Team  

Meeting (MMR) 

 

Welcome Back, 

Grande Ringers! 

AGUMCC IS HOSTING ITS 8TH ANNUAL 
          FAMILY FUN DAY on Saturday, October 3, 
2015 from 11 AM to 1:30 PM.  There will be a Trike-
A-Thon, Tri Tip BBQ lunch, games, face painting, 
bounce houses and a pumpkin patch. 

See Maddy Quaglino or Mary Throndson between services 
to buy your BBQ ticket for just $8; it will be $10 at the door.      

The money raised will help to purchase materials for the 
classrooms, like paint, paper, glue, and other items. 

Volunteers are key to this event’s success.   
Let us know if you would like to help. 

UMW CHAIR YOGA 

CLASS 
 

 TUESDAYS   

 11 AM 

 CRISWELL HALL 

 Charge is $5 per 

person, per session 

 Safe and gentle environment 

 At the UMW Spiritual Growth 

Retreat this was requested 

and we had our first class this 

past week 

 RAVE REVIEWS !   

 

          PLEASE JOIN US ! 

SUNDAY  

MORNING 

YOUTH BIBLE STUDY 

CRISWELL HALL—10:30 AM 

Ibby Russell is teaching the 

Youth  Bible Study each     

Sunday  

 

All middle school and high 

school students are invited 

SUNDAY  

MORNING 

YOUTH BIBLE 

STUDY 

CRISWELL 

HALL—10:30 AM 

Ibby Russell is teaching the 

Youth  Bible Study each     

Sunday  

 

All middle school and high 

school students are invited 



First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
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Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
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Praise Team Director:  Susan Coho 

Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
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Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Christian Education Directors: 
 Susan Coho, Adult   
 Open Position, Youth 
 Carolyn Russell, Children   
 
 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

                      Welcome to Worship!   

Order of Worship 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

  September 20, 2015                    10:30 AM 
 

CENTERING WORDS 
 

 “And we know that in all things God works for the good  
of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”   

                                                    ---Romans 8:28  (NIV) 
 

Weak or strong, we are all blessed by God, called by Christ, and strengthened by the Spirit. 
May we sense these gifts of blessing, call, and strength as we gather together this day. 

---Words for Worship © 2015  Mary Scifres Ministries 
 
 

* You are invited to stand in body and/or spirit 

 
   WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE CHURCH 

   PRELUDE    

   HANDBELL INTROIT       Shall We Gather at the River       arr. Douglas E. Wagner    

        Grande Ringers              
*CALL TO WORSHIP                  

  
 Great is God, who blesses and calls! 
     Great is the Spirit of love! 
  Here is God, blessing and calling us. 
     Here are we, ready to receive. 
  Here are God’s people, weak and strong, gathered as one. 
     May God bless us with strength and wisdom for the journey. 

 

*OPENING HYMN God of Love and God of Power                 No. 578 
 

  HANDBELL ANTHEM Gaudio Exsultans                      by Valerie  W. Stephenson 

          Grande Ringers 

                  

  CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                                                      Leonard Lutz 
Nursery care is available.  Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers  

at this time.   Junior and Senior high will meet in Criswell Hall. 
 

  OPENING PRAYER 
 

 Holy God, remind us again that your grace is sufficient for our needs, 
that your power is made perfect in weakness. 

Teach us to put our trust in you 
rather than in our own wealth and cleverness. 

As we receive your word this day: 
fill our hearts with joy, fill our bodies with strength for the journey, 

and fill our spirits with passion and purpose 
We ask this in the name of the One 

who sends us into the world to bring healing and hope. Amen. 
 

 
   
 
       
    
 

                 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Romans 8:28-39 
 

 
 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those      

who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.  For 
those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the            

image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn  among many         
brothers and sisters.  And those he predestined, he also                   

called; those he called, he also justified;                   
those he justified, he also glorified. 

 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for 
us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son, but    

gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him,                
graciously give us all things?  Who will bring any charge against        

those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies.  Who then is      
the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than 
that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also   

interceding for us.  Who shall separate us from the love of    
Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or                

nakedness or danger or sword?  As it is written: 
“For your sake we face death all day long; 

    we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him     

who loved us.  For I am convinced that neither death nor life,              
neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor    

any powers,  neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all              
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God                                          

that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the First United Methodist           
Church of Arroyo Grande and to this service of worship.  We are  

happy that you have joined us here today.  Your presence is a gift                                    
and we hope that you will  find our worship meaningful and that you                             

come worship with us again.   
 

If it is your first time with us, we invite you to join us for coffee hour 
in our fellowship hall so that we can get to know each other. 

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


  
 

 

 

 

The Church Council will  be 
publishing a new church di-
rectory.   We are looking for 

volunteers  to do the portrait 
photography of each church  
member.  We’d like to begin 
taking photos after church 
on Sundays 7/12, 7/19 & 7/26.  

Please  contact  Patti 
Melsheimer or Joe Brown 

with questions.  This directory 
will be a  useful tool for the 

congregation ! 

 

   SHARING OF OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
   A TIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER 
 
       Choral Call to Prayer          Blessed Be the Name                            No. 63 
       Pastoral Prayer / Lord’s Prayer                                                              
       Choral Response                Blessed Be the Name    No. 63 
 
   ANTHEM  We Are More Than Conquerors       by Mark  Hayes 

The Chancel Choir 
 

We are more than conquerors, through Christ who loved us so 
For I’m convinced that neither death nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,  

nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth,        
nor anything in creation will be able to separate us  

from the love of God in Christ! 
 

Children, be strong in the Lord. Be strong in the strength of God’s power 
For the struggle is not against flesh and blood, but the rulers, and the powers, 

and the darkness, and the evil of this world. 
 

Therefore take up the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand. 
And having done everything life up your head and then stand. 

We are more than conquerors, through Jesus Christ! 
 
 

   SCRIPTURE   Romans 8:28-39 
 

   SERMON    “A TEAR IN THE EYE OF GOD” 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 

   OFFERING 
 

                Call to Stewardship and Mission 
   Offertory        More Than Wonderful                           by Lanny Wolfe 

   *Doxology / Prayer of Dedication                                              No. 95 
 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, 
all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  
       

*CLOSING HYMN           O God, Our Help in Ages Past                     No. 117 
         
*RESPONSE SONG                   A Closing Prayer                                 by Don Besig 
             

The time has come O Lord for us to leave this place 
Guide us and protect us and lead us in thy grace. 

Wherever life may take us as we go our separate way, 
Help us share with others the things we’ve shared today. 

    
 

  POSTLUDE           And Can It Be                                     Arr. Mark Hayes 

 

 

Free Wednesday Suppers 
We continue to offer Wednesday 

5 PM free meals for the church 

and the community.  

Let’s Plan Ahead! 
Get your name on the calendar 

for helping with a meal. 

There are funds to reimburse for 

expenses if you desire. 
Please contact Judy Atwood, Lay Leader 

UMC Arroyo Grande 
Currently Needs Key Volunteers! 

Chair—Worship Team 

Chair—Christian Education Team 
If you are interested or would like more  
information, please contact the Pastor 

via the church office. 

Coffee Hour Today  
Is Hosted By 

   

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE 

 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
Will Be Hosted By  

  

AG UM CHILDREN’S CENTER 
 

We thank you all for your       

service to our church! 

For  
Judy Atwood and  
Cristy Van Hook  

for all you do for this  
Church 

 

Larry and Pat Wiemers 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        

   Monday—9/21 
 Pastor’s Day Off 
 Emergency  Food Pantry—1 PM 

(CH) 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM (S) 

Tuesday—9/22 
 Senior Exercise— 8:30 AM (CH) 
 Sew ‘n’ Sews—-9 AM (MMR) 
 Lay Leadership (Nominating) 

Committee —10 AM (PS) 
 Chair Yoga Class—11 AM (CH) 
 Grande Ringer Practice—5 PM 

(Handbell Room) 

Wednesday—9/23 
 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM (CH) 
 Church Work Day—9 AM 
 Mary-Martha—9:30 AM (MMR) 
 Ladies Christian Counseling 

Groups—12 PM (L) 
 Free Dinner—5 PM (CH) 
 Adult Bible Study—5:45 PM (CH) 

 Chancel Choir—7 PM (S) 

Thursday—9/24 
 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM (CH) 
 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM (L) 

 Mission Team—1 PM (MMR) 

 Grande Ringers Practice—5 PM 
(Handbell Room) 

Friday—9/25 
 Bible Study—8:30 AM (L) 
 UMC Book Club—11 AM (MMR) 
Saturday—9/26 
 Nothing currently scheduled 

11:45 Worship Team Meeting (MMR) 

 

 

Welcome Back, 

Grande Ringers! 

AGUMCC IS HOSTING ITS 8TH ANNUAL 
          FAMILY FUN DAY on Saturday, October 3, 
2015 from 11 AM to 1:30 PM.  There will be a Trike-
A-Thon, Tri Tip BBQ lunch, games, face painting, 
bounce houses and a pumpkin patch. 

See Maddy Quaglino or Mary Throndson between services 
to buy your BBQ ticket for just $8; it will be $10 at the door.      

The money raised will help to purchase materials for the 
classrooms, like paint, paper, glue, and other items. 

Volunteers are key to this event’s success.   
Let us know if you would like to help. 

 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
5:45 PM — Criswell Hall 

 

Wednesday, Sep. 23, is the start of 
the new 6 week study of  1-3 John, 

“Abiding in Love”.  This week’s study 
is entitled, “Forgiveness and  
Fellowship” (1 John 1-2:17). 

 

Susan Coho,  
Adult Christian Education Director, 

will be leading the series. 

UMW CHAIR YOGA CLASS 
 

 TUESDAYS   

 11 AM 

 CRISWELL HALL 

 Charge is $5 per 

person, per ses-

sion 

 Safe and gentle 

environment 

 At the UMW Spiritual Growth 

Retreat this was requested 

and we had our first class 

this past week 

 RAVE REVIEWS !   

 

          PLEASE JOIN US ! 

 

SUNDAY  

MORNING 

YOUTH BIBLE 

STUDY 

CRISWELL 

HALL—10:30 AM 

 

Ibby Russell is teaching the 

Youth  Bible Study each     

Sunday  

 

All middle school and high 

school students are invited 


