
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
M - F  from 9 AM – 1 PM  
(subject to change) 
* Our Senior Pastor is off on Mondays. 
 

Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail:  fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday thru 
Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM - 4:30 PM.   Come and 
find out if we are a good fit for you and your child. 
 

Office Hours:  M—F  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   

 
Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Minerva G. Carcaño  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:   
 Judy Atwood 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:   Jamie Foster 
 

 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Multi-Media Director:  Mike Coho 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Children’s Education Director:  
  Carolyn Russell 
  
AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

    

8:30 AM WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

 

 

    

November 29, 2015 

    

 
 

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the First United Methodist 
Church of Arroyo Grande and to this service of worship.  We are  

happy that you have joined us here today.  Your presence is a gift                        
and we hope that you will  find our worship meaningful and that you  

come worship with us again.   
 

If it is your first time with us, we invite you to join us for coffee hour 
in our fellowship hall so that we can get to know each other. 

 Jeremiah 33:14-16 
 
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfil the 
promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In 
those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to 
spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteous-
ness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem 
will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: 
“The Lord is our righteousness.”  
 

Luke 21:25-36 
 
 ‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on 
the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the 
sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of 
what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens 
will be shaken. Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in a 
cloud” with power and great glory. Now when these things begin 
to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your re-
demption is drawing near.’ 

 Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree and all the 
trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves 
and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is 
near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all 
things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away. 

 ‘Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dis-
sipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that 
day does not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come 
upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all 
times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these 
things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.’ 
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Order of Worship 

First Sunday of Advent 
 

Music by The Lord’s Crew 

  November 29, 2015                                  8:30 AM 
 

Winter is white and undefined. 
We search for spring, the child of new beginnings. 
He comes to touch our lives.  Be empty and be full. 

Yielded, we, too, may be changed and lifted by His wings.” 
 
 

Gathering 
  

   OPENING PRAISE                                Psalm 5     
    
   WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE CHURCH 
 

   LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF HOPE 
   

*PRAISE SONGS                                   Wonderful, Merciful Savior 
                 O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
         Holy and Anointed One 
 

*SHARING GOD’S PEACE 
 

   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

 Sharing Joys & Concerns 
 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 The Lord’s Prayer 
     

               Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 
 

    SONG OF ILLUMINATION          I Love You, Lord 
  

   SCRIPTURE        Jeremiah 33:14-16   Luke 21-25-36 
                     
   MESSAGE  “A LIGHT IN THE DISTANCE:  Hope Keeps Watch”            
    Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 

 

   RESPONSE SONG  Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus 
    

   CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION 
                               (please bring offering up at Communion) 
 

 Words for Communion 
 Communion Song   In The Bleak Midwater 

 

Going Forth to Serve 
 

*FINAL BLESSING   Emmanuel, Emmanuel 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel his name is called Emmanuel. 

God with us, revealed in us, his name is called Emmanuel. 
 

*CLOSING SONG                            Praise to You, the Son of God 
 

 
*Worshipers stand as able. 
 

 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

Coffee Hour Today  
Is Hosted By 

   

CHURCH COUNCIL 

 
Next Week’s Coffee Hour  

Will Be Hosted By 
  

STAFF PARISH 
RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

 

We thank you all for your       
service to our church! 

 

Thank you to everyone who 
has kept me in prayer for 
surgeries and recovery. 

Thanks to God for my family   
and for bringing my husband 

into my life 
From Cristy Van Hook 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        
(P/S) Pastor’s Study 

 

 

MISSION COMMITTEE 

BLANKET AND COAT DRIVE 

**Collection Container in the Narthex** 

These are designated for   

Christmas Giveaways by   
 

 5 Cities Christian Women’s  Food Pan-
try and People’s Kitchen Giveaway 

Monday—11/30 

 No Emergency Food Pantry today; 
Pantry resumes next Monday,       
Dec 7th—1—3 PM (CH) 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM (S) 
Tuesday—12/1 

 Senior Exercise— 8:30 AM (CH) 

 Sew ‘n’ Sews—-9 AM (MMR) 

 UMW Chair Yoga—11 AM (CH) 

 Grande Ringer Rehearse—5 PM ) 
Wednesday—12/2 

 Senior Exercise— 8:30 AM (CH) 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Communications—10 AM (L) 

 Ladies Christian Counseling—12PM  (L) 

 Free Dinner—5 PM (CH) 

 Advent Bible Study—5:45 PM (CH) 

 Chancel Choir—7 PM (S) 

 Thursday—12/3 

 People’s Kitchen Prep—8 AM—
Leave to Serve—11:15 AM 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM (CH) 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM (L) 

 Grande Ringers Rehearse—5 PM  

 Worship Team—6 PM (MMR) 
Friday—12/4 

 Spirit Day at AGUMCC-Wear your 
shirts!) 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM (L) 

 Set Up for Parking Lot Giveaway—-
12 8PM (CH, L,N,K) 

 AGUMCC Closed—3:30 PM 
Saturday—12/5  

 UMC Christmas Parking Lot Givea-
way Event—11AM-2PM (N,CH,K,L) 

 AGUMCC Parent Night Out—Set Up 
3PM, Event 4-8 PM (PR,MMR,K,CY) 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        
(P/S) Pastor’s Study 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        
(P/S) Pastor’s Study 

SUNDAY 

MORNING 

YOUTH BIBLE 

STUDY 

CRISWELL HALL 

      10:30 AM 
 

Join Us For Fellowship And Fun  

on Sunday mornings ! 
 

All middle school and high 

school students are invited. 

CHRISTMAS GIVEAWAY 
 

December 5, 2015 

 
 

In Our UMC Parking Lot 

 Jackets, Blankets 

 Socks, Gifts 

 Much More! 
To Volunteer, 
Contact Chuck 
& Betty Ashton 

AGUMCC Annual  
See’s Candy Fundraiser.    

 

Don’t stand in the long line 
at the See’s Candy Store.  

 

     Maddy Quaglino will be available on     
Sundays from 9:30 am -10:30 am to 

take your orders until Sunday, Nov 29.  
Candy will be available for pick up  
Sunday, Dec 13 between services. 

 

    This fundraiser will help the staff                         
go to the  California Association for Education 

Young  Children’s conference in Pasadena, 
March 31 to April 3, 2016. 

 
  The United Methodist Men Present 

& Variety Show 

     

 

Friday, December 11th from 7:00 to 9:30 PM 

4th Annual All Church Christmas Talent Show 

Singing, Dancing, Magic, Drama 

Bring Friends—All Are Welcome! 

FREE evening with FREE tasty goodies 

—compliments of UMM 

What a great way to start our Christmas Holiday 

with the entire Family! 



First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
M - F  from 9 AM – 1 PM  
* Our Senior Pastor is off on Mondays. 
 

Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Via E-mail:  fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary Birgelaitis: revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program tours are given by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday between 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM - 4:30 
PM.   We invite you to visit and see if  we are a good fit for 
your family.  
 

Office Hours:  M—F from 8 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Minerva G. Carcaño  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:   
 Judy Atwood 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:   Jamie Foster 
 
 

Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Multi-Media Director:  Mike Coho 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Children’s Education Director:  
 Carolyn Russell  
 
AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 
 

Welcome to Worship!   

 

Order of WorshiP 

 

First Sunday of Advent 
   

November 29, 2015                         10:30 AM 
 

“Winter is white and undefined. 
We search for spring, the child of new beginnings. 
He comes to touch our lives.  Be empty and be full. 

Yielded, we, too, may be changed and lifted by His wings.” 
 

* You are invited to stand in body and/or spirit 
 

   WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE CHURCH 

   PRELUDE                   Out of the East          by Harry Noble 

   INTROIT                     People Look East    verse 1   No. 202                      

*CALL TO WORSHIP  
                     
               The day foretold is coming,                                    
               When tired eyes will behold a fire,  
                         a blazing star in the Eastern sky! 
                The One foretold is coming—- 
                Whose light will shine through the deepest gloom:  
                          a manger’s glow in the silent night! 
               The day is at hand!  O World, keep watch! 
               The Savior draws near!  
                       
*OPENING HYMN               O Come, O Come Emmanuel      No. 211 

verses 1,2,6 & 7 
   

CHILDREN’S MOMENT      Carolyn Russell 

LIGHTING THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE—HOPE 
            (congregation will sing “Away in a Manager” as children come forward) 
 

  SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS 

   A TIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER 
 

         Choral Call to Prayer           Emmanuel, Emmanuel                    No. 204 
         Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer 
         Choral Response           Emmanuel, Emmanuel                         No. 204

Jeremiah 33:14-16 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I 

made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at 

that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he 

shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  In those days Judah 

will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by 

which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” 

Luke 21:25-36 

‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 

distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 

People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the 

world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see 

“the Son of Man coming in a cloud” with power and great glory. Now 

when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, 

because your redemption is drawing near.’ 

 Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as 

soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that 

summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, 

you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this genera-

tion will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and 

earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

 ‘Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation 

and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch 

you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the 

face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have 

the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand 

before the Son of Man.’   Today’s Liturgist:  Rose Ann Steiner

 

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the First United Methodist 
Church of Arroyo Grande and to this service of worship.  

 We are happy that you have joined us here today.  Your presence is a gift, and 
we hope that you will  find our worship meaningful and that you                       

come worship with us again.   
 

If it is your first time with us, we invite you to join us for coffee hour 
in our fellowship hall so that we can get to know each other. 

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


  
   ANTHEM Emmanuel is Coming                 by Nancy Price & Don Besig   
 
*HYMN Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                  No. 196 
 

  SERMON  “A LIGHT IN THE DISTANCE: 
         Hope Keeps Watch” 
 

        Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis    
   OFFERING 
 

              Call to Stewardship and Mission 
  Offertory       For Thy Mercy and Thy Grace          by Downton/Strattner

 Doxology / Prayer of Dedication       Melody from Hymnal, No 95                                           
                
  Praise God whose dawn transfigures night. 
  Whose Daystar shines for us on high, 
  Whose Spirit brings into our sight. 
  The Hope to which our world draws nigh. 
   
*CLOSING HYMN   Hail to the Lord’s Anointed                 No. 203 
                                                                   

*BENEDICTION 
   
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE  
   
+  

  Come now, Emmanuel.   
  All the world is waiting 
  Come now, Emmanuel 
 

  POSTLUDE                Shine, Jesus Shine                                  by  Graham Kendrick 

 

Thank you to everyone who 
has kept me in prayer for 
surgeries and recovery. 

Thanks to God for my family  
and for bringing my husband 

into my life. 
From Cristy Van Hook 

Hosting Coffee Hour 

Today is: 

Church Council 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour 

Will Be Hosted By: 

Staff Parish  
Relations Committee 

 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen  
(P/S) Pastor’s Study 

 

Monday—11/30 
 UMC of AG Emergency Food          

Pantry—1—3 PM (CH) 
 Women of Prayer  - 7 PM (S) 

Tuesday—12/1 
 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM (CH) 
 Sew ‘n’ Sews—9 AM (MMR) 
 UMW Chair Yoga Class—11 AM (CH) 
 Grande Ringers Rehearse—5 PM 

 Wednesday—12/2 
 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM (CH) 
 Church Work Day—9 AM 
 Free Church Dinner—5 PM (CH) 
 Advent Bible Study—5:45 PM (CH) 
 Chancel Choir—7 PM (S) 

Thursday—12/3 
 People’s Kitchen Prep—8 AM—

Leave to Serve 11:15 AM) 
 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM (CH) 
 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM (L) 
 Grande Ringers Rehearse—5 PM 
 Worship Team—-6 PM (MMR) 

Friday—12/4 
 Spirit Day at AGUMCC-Wear your 

shirts!) 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM (L) 

 Set Up for Parking Lot Giveaway—   
12 PM (CH,L,N,K) 

 AGUMCC Closed—3:30 

 
 

Saturday—12/5 
 UMC Christmas Parking Lot Giveaway 

Event—11 AM-2 PM (N,CH,K,L) 
 AGUMCC Parent Night Out- sSet up-- 
   3 PM, Event 4 –8 PM (PR,MMR,K, CY)      

 

Thank you to everyone who 
has kept me in prayer for 
surgeries and recovery. 

Thanks to God for my family  
and for bringing my husband 

into my life. 
From Cristy Van Hook 

 

MISSION COMMITTEE 
BLANKET AND COAT DRIVE 

 

**Collection Container in the Narthex** 

These are designated for   
Christmas Giveaways by  

 

 5 Cities Christian Women’s  Food Pantry 

SUNDAY 

MORNING 

YOUTH BIBLE STUDY 

CRISWELL HALL 

       10:30 AM 
 

Join Us For Fellowship And Fun  

on Sunday mornings ! 
 

All middle school and high school 

students are invited. 
Ibby Russell leads the group. 

AGUMCC Annual  
See’s Candy Fundraiser.    

 

Don’t stand in the long line 
at the See’s Candy Store.  

 

     Maddy Quaglino will be available on     
Sundays from 9:30 am -10:30 am to 

take your orders until Sunday, Nov 29.  
Candy will be available for pick up  
Sunday, Dec 13 between services. 

 

    This fundraiser will help the staff                         
go to the  California Association for Education 

Young  Children’s conference in Pasadena, 
March 31 to April 3, 2016. 

CHRISTMAS GIVEAWAY  

December 5, 2015 

In Our UMC Parking Lot 

 Jackets, Blankets 

 Socks, Gifts 

 Much More! 

 

 

The United Methodist Men Present 

Friday, December 11th from 7:00 to 9:30 PM 
 

 4th Annual All Church Christmas Talent Show 

Singing, Dancing, Magic, Drama  

Bring Friends—All Are Welcome! 

FREE evening with FREE tasty goodies 

—compliments of UMM 

What a great way to start our Christmas Holiday  

with the entire Family! 

To Volunteer,  
Contact Chuck 
& Betty Ashton 




