
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
M - F  from 9 AM – 1 PM  
(subject to change) 
* Our Senior Pastor is off on Mondays. 
 

Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail:  fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday thru 
Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM - 4:30 PM.   Come and 
find out if we are a good fit for you and your child. 
 

Office Hours:  M—F  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   

 
Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Minerva G. Carcaño  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:   
 Judy Atwood 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:   Jamie Foster 
 

 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Multi-Media Director:  Mike Coho 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Children’s Education Director:  
  Carolyn Russell 
  
AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

    

8:30 AM WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

    

December 6, 2015 

    

 
 

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the First United Methodist 
Church of Arroyo Grande and to this service of worship.  We are  

happy that you have joined us here today.  Your presence is a gift                        
and we hope that you will  find our worship meaningful and that you  

come worship with us again.   
 

If it is your first time with us, we invite you to join us for coffee hour 
in our fellowship hall so that we can get to know each other. 

         
 
              
 
 
 

Malachi 3:1-4 
 
 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me,      
and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple.         
The      messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed,       
he    is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day     
of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap;  he will sit as a          
refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of     
Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings   
to the  Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and             
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as       
in former years. 
 

Luke 3:1-6 
 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius 
Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his 
brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and     
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high-priesthood of Annas and   
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the       
wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan,                  
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins,         
as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make his paths straight.  
 Every valley shall be filled, 
   and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
   and the rough ways made smooth;  
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”   
      Today’s Liturgist: Joe Brown 

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net
javascript:void(0);


 

Order of Worship 

Second Sunday of Advent 
 

Music by The Lord’s Crew 

  December 6, 2015                                 8:30 AM 
 

“By the tender mercy of our God,, 
the dawn from on high will break upon us, 

to give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

                      —-Luke 1:78-79 
 

Gathering 
  

   OPENING PRAISE                                Praise the Lord    
    
   WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE CHURCH 
 

   LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF FAITH 
   

*PRAISE SONGS                                   What Child is This? 
                       El Shaddai 
      Jesus, Be the Center 
 

*SHARING GOD’S PEACE 
 

   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

 Sharing Joys & Concerns 
 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 The Lord’s Prayer 
      

               Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 
 

    SONG OF ILLUMINATION           Emmanuel 
  

   SCRIPTURE        Malachi 3:1-4     Luke 3:1-6 
                     
   MESSAGE  “A VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS:  Faith Prepares”            
    Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 

 

   RESPONSE SONG  I Just Want to Praise You 
    

   CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION 
                               (please bring offering up at Communion) 
 

 Words for Communion 
 Communion Song   Offering 
 Prayer after Communion 

 

Going Forth to Serve 
 

*FINAL BLESSING   Emmanuel, Emmanuel 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel. 

God with us, revealed in us, his name is called Emmanuel. 
 

*CLOSING SONG                            I Believe in Jesus 
 
*Worshipers stand as able. 
 

 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        
(P/S) Pastor’s Study 

 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        
(P/S) Pastor’s Study 

 

    The United Methodist Men Present 

 
Friday, December 11th from 7:00 to 9:30 PM 

4th Annual All Church Christmas Talent Show 

 

Singing, Dancing, Magic, Drama      

Bring Friends—All Are Welcome! 

                     Fun for the whole Family 

      Refreshments—and it’s all FREE 

 
Props are needed for the dramatic presentation:  Cold weather hats 

with ear flaps (fur?), a “buckskin” shirt (large), and two pistol gun 

belts.  All items will be returned promptly after the Jubilee.            

If you can help, please see Val McClure.  

THE 

ANGEL 

TREE 

 

Check out The Angel Tree in 

Criswell Hall and the gift tags on 

the tree to aid foster children 

and other children in need.  For 

any questions contact Jan Treat.    

Unwrapped gifts are to be 

brought to the church no later 

than December 21, 2015. 

 

MISSION COMMITTEE 

BLANKET AND COAT DRIVE 

**Collection Container in the Narthex** 

These are designated for   
Christmas Giveaways by   

 

 5 Cities Christian Women’s  Food    
Pantry and People’s Kitchen Giveaway 

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY 

Wednesday 5:45 PM 
 

Please join us for our final 
two sessions studying 
Mike Slaughter’s book,  
Christmas Is Not Your Birthday. 
 

December 9th—Session # 4 
Jesus’ Wish List 

December 16th—Session # 5 
By A Different Road 

December 23th and 30th—Christmas 
and New Years’ Break 

Coffee Hour Today  
Is Hosted By 

   

STAFF PARISH 
RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

 
Next Week’s Coffee Hour  

Will Be Hosted By 
  

Finance Team 
 

We thank you all for your       
service to our church! 

 

In Memory of 
Don McGuire 

 

From Kent Unsworth 

NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 

 

MISSION  

PROJECT BEGINS! 

Save up your change for the children 

to collect their noisy offering.  It has 

been  decided to collect  money to 

purchase  flocks of chickens through 

Heifer International. 

Monday—12/7 

 AGUMCC Christmas Rehearsal—9 AM–S 

 Emergency Food Pantry—1-3  PM—CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—12/8 

 Senior Exercise— 8:30 AM–-CH 

 Sew ‘n’ Sews—-9 AM–MMR 

 AGUMCC Christmas Rehearsal—9 AM-S 

 UMW Steering Comm.—10 AM 

 Chair Yoga Class—11 AM--CH 

 Grande Ringer Rehearse—5 PM—HBR 

 Board of Trustees—7 PM—MMR 
Wednesday—12/9 

 Senior Exercise— 8:30 AM—-CH 

 AGUMCC Christmas Rehearsal—9 AM-S 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Ladies Christian Counseling—12 PM--L 

 Free Dinner—5 PM-–CH 

 Advent Bible Study—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir—7 PM—S 
Thursday—12/10 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM —CH 

 AGUMCC Christmas Rehearsal—9AM-S 

 Esther Circle—12 PM—MMR 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Set Up AGUMCC Christmas Program—   
3 PM—CH,S,K: Program 6:30-7 PM 

 Grande Ringers Rehearse—5 PM-HBR  

 Finance Team—7 PM—MMR 
Friday—12/11 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM (L) 

 Newsletter articles due —12 PM-Office 

 UMM Set Up for Show—6-7 PM-CH 

 UMM Holiday Jubilee—7-9:30 PM—CH 
Saturday—12/12 

 Praise Team Set Up—5:30PM—S 

 Praise Team Rehearsal—6:30 PM—S 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        
(P/S) Pastor’s Study 

We will begin this offering        

next Sunday, so be ready to greet 

the children with your coins. (Bills 

or checks would also be accepted!)  

SUNDAY 

MORNING 

YOUTH BIBLE 

STUDY 

CRISWELL HALL 

      10:30 AM 
 

Join Us For Fellowship And Fun  

on Sunday mornings ! 
 

All middle school and high 

school students are invited. 
Ibby Russell leads the group. 

THE 

ANGEL 

TREE 

 

Check out The Angel Tree in 

Criswell Hall and the gift tags on 

the tree to aid foster children 

and other children in need.  For 

any questions contact Jan Treat.    

Unwrapped gifts are to be 

brought to the church no later 

than December 21, 2015. 



First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
M - F  from 9 AM – 1 PM  
* Our Senior Pastor is off on Mondays. 
 

Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Via E-mail:  fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary Birgelaitis: revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program tours are given by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday between 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM - 4:30 
PM.   We invite you to visit and see if  we are a good fit for 
your family.  
 

Office Hours:  M—F from 8 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Minerva G. Carcaño  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:   
 Judy Atwood 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:   Jamie Foster 
 
 

Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Multi-Media Director:  Mike Coho 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Children’s Education Director:  
 Carolyn Russell  
 
AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 
 

Welcome to Worship!   

 

Order of WorshiP 

 

Second Sunday of Advent 
December 6, 2015                         10:30 AM 

 

“By the tender mercy of our God,, 
the dawn from on high will break upon us, 

to give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

                      —-Luke 1:78-79 
 

* You are invited to stand in body and/or spirit 
 

   WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE CHURCH 

   PRELUDE                   Go, Tell It On The Mountain          arr. Dan Coates 

   INTROIT                     Sing We Now of Christmas                       verse 1    No. 237                   

*CALL TO WORSHIP  
                     
               The day foretold is coming,                                    
               When our deafened ears will hear a choir, 
                A heavenly host proclaiming peace!  
                The One foretold is coming—- 
                Whose cry will pierce the deepest gloom:  
                          a newborn’s wail in the silent night! 
               The day is at hand!  O World, listen! 
               The Savior draws near!  
                       
*OPENING HYMN               People, Look East      No. 202 
   

   CHILDREN’S MOMENT            Judy Atwood 

   LIGHTING THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE—FAITH 
                                ( as children come forward and as they leave) 
                                                      “Away in the Manger” No. 217 
 

   ANTHEM Hope Was Born                          By Ed Kee & Brian Carr 
 

  SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS 

   A TIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER 
 

         Choral Call to Prayer           Emmanuel, Emmanuel                    No. 204 
         Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer 
         Choral Response           Emmanuel, Emmanuel                         No. 204
       

Malachi 3:1-4 
 
 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me,      
and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple.         
The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed,        
he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day        
of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap;  he will sit as a          
refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of     
Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings   
to the  Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and             
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as       
 in former years. 
 

Luke 3:1-6 
 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius 
Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his 
brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and     
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high-priesthood of Annas and   
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the        
wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan,                  
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins,         
as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make his paths straight.  
 Every valley shall be filled, 
   and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
   and the rough ways made smooth;  
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”   
      Today’s Liturgist: Judy Leonard 

 

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the First United Methodist 
Church of Arroyo Grande and to this service of worship.  

 We are happy that you have joined us here today.  Your presence is a gift, and 
we hope that you will  find our worship meaningful and that you                       

come worship with us again.   
 

If it is your first time with us, we invite you to join us for coffee hour 
in our fellowship hall so that we can get to know each other. 

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net
javascript:void(0);


  
  SCRIPTURE               Malachi 3:1-4 
                 Luke 3:1-6  
 
*HYMN Of The Father’s Love Begotten                 No. 184 
 

  SERMON  “A VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS: 
    Faith Prepares” 
 

            Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis    
   OFFERING 
 

              Call to Stewardship and Mission 
 Offertory       The Birthday of a King                          by William Neidlinger

  
 Doxology / Prayer of Dedication          Melody from Hymnal, No. 95                                           
                
  Praise God whose dawn transfigures night. 
  Whose Daystar shines for us on high, 
  Whose Spirit brings into our sight. 
  The Hope to which our world draws nigh. 
 
   HOLY COMMUNION               Page 15-16 
              Communion Music    Mary, Did You Know?                  by Lowry / Greene 

 

*CLOSING HYMN   Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates                 No. 213 
 
  BENEDICTION 
                                                                 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE    Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 
   

 Good Christian friends, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; 
 Now ye hear of endless bliss; 
  News, news! Jesus Christ was born for this! 
 He hath opened heaven’s door, and ye are blest forevermore. 
 Christ was born for this, Christ was born for this! 
  

  POSTLUDE               My Faith Has Found a Resting Place        arr. Tom Fettke 

 
 
 

 

 

No. 224  

Monday—12/7 

 AGUMCC Christmas Rehearsal—9 AM–S 

 Emergency Food Pantry—1-3  PM—CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—12/8 

 Senior Exercise— 8:30 AM–-CH 

 Sew ‘n’ Sews—-9 AM–MMR 

 AGUMCC Christmas Rehearsal—9 AM-S 

 UMW Steering Comm.—9:30 AM—L 

 Chair Yoga Class—11 AM--CH 

 Grande Ringer Rehearse—5 PM—HBR 

 Board of Trustees—7 PM—MMR 
Wednesday—12/9 

 Senior Exercise— 8:30 AM—-CH 

 AGUMCC Christmas Rehearsal—9 AM-S 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Ladies Christian Counseling—12 PM--L 

 Free Dinner—5 PM-–CH 

 Advent Bible Study—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir—7 PM—S 
Thursday—12/10 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM —CH 

 AGUMCC Christmas Rehearsal—9AM-S 

 Esther Circle—12 PM—MMR 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Set Up AGUMCC Christmas Program—   
3 PM—CH,S,K: Program 6:30-7 PM 

 Grande Ringers Rehearse—5 PM-HBR  

 Finance Team—7 PM—MMR 
Friday—12/11 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM (L) 

 Newsletter articles due —12 PM-Office 

 UMM Set Up for Show—6-7 PM-CH 

 UMM Holiday Jubilee—7-9:30 PM—CH 
Saturday—12/12 

 Praise Team Set Up—5:30PM—S 

 Praise Team Rehearsal—6:30 PM—S 
 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        
(P/S) Pastor’s Study 

We will begin this offering        

next Sunday, so be ready to greet 

the children with your coins. (Bills 

or checks would also be accepted!)  

Coffee Hour Today  
Is Hosted By 

   

STAFF PARISH 
RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

 
Next Week’s Coffee Hour  

Will Be Hosted By 
  

Finance Team 
 

We thank you all for your       
service to our church! 

 

In Memory of 
Don McGuire 

 

From Kent Unsworth 

NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 

 

MISSION PROJECT BEGINS! 

Save up your change for the children 

to collect their noisy offering.  It has 

been decided to collect  money to 

purchase flocks of chickens through 

Heifer International. 

  The United Methodist Men Present 

Friday, December 11th from 7:00 to 9:30 PM 
4th Annual All Church Christmas Talent Show 

 

Singing, Dancing, Magic, Drama      

Bring Friends—All Are Welcome! 

            Fun for the whole Family 

      Refreshments—and it’s all FREE 

 
Props are needed for the dramatic presentation:  Cold weather hats 

with ear flaps (fur?), a “buckskin” shirt (large), and two pistol gun 

belts.  All items will be returned promptly after the Jubilee.            

If you can help, please see Val McClure.  

SUNDAY 

MORNING 

YOUTH BIBLE 

STUDY 

CRISWELL HALL 

      10:30 AM 
 

Join Us For Fellowship And Fun  

on Sunday mornings ! 
 

All middle school and high 

school students are invited. 
Ibby Russell leads the group. 

 

THE 

ANGEL 

TREE 

 
 

Check out The Angel Tree in 

Criswell Hall and the gift tags on 

the tree to aid foster children 

and other children in need.  For 

any questions contact Jan Treat.    

Unwrapped gifts are to be 

brought to the church no later 

than December 21, 2015. 

 

MISSION COMMITTEE 
BLANKET AND COAT DRIVE 

**Collection Container in the Narthex** 

These are designated for   
Christmas Giveaways by   

 

 5 Cities Christian Women’s  Food    
Pantry and People’s Kitchen Giveaway 

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesday 5:45 PM 
 

Please join us for our final 
two sessions studying 
Mike Slaughter’s book,  
Christmas Is Not Your 
Birthday. 
 

December 9th—Session # 4 
Jesus’ Wish List 

December 16th—Session # 5 
By A Different Road 

December 23th and 30th—Christmas 
and New Years’ Break 


