
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
M - F  from 9 AM – 1 PM  
(subject to change) 
* Our Senior Pastor is off on Mondays. 
 

Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail:  fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday thru 
Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM - 4:30 PM.   
Come and find out if we are a good fit for you and 
your child. 
 

Office Hours:  M—F  from  9 AM—5 PM  

 
Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Minerva G. Carcaño  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:   
 Judy Atwood 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:   Jamie Foster 
 

 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Multi-Media Director:  Mike Coho 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Children’s Education Director:  
  Carolyn Russell 
  
AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

    

8:30 AM WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

    

January 10, 2016 

    

 
 

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the First United Methodist 
Church of Arroyo Grande and to this service of worship.  We are  

happy that you have joined us here today.  Your presence is a gift                        
and we hope that you will  find our worship meaningful and that you  

come worship with us again.   
 

If it is your first time with us, we invite you to join us for coffee hour 
in our fellowship hall so that we can get to know each other. 

     

  Matthew 3:3-17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way 
of the Lord, make his paths straight.’” Now John wore clothing   
of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food 
was locusts and wild honey.   Then the people of Jerusalem and    
all  Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the     
Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan,       
confessing their sins. 
 

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for   
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you 
to flee from the wrath to come?   Bear fruit worthy of repent-
ance.  Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as 
our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise 
up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of 
the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire. “I baptize you with water for     
repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he 
will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the 
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be        

baptized by him. John would have prevented him, saying, “I   

need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus 

answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way 

to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus 

had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly 

the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God   

descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from 

heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 

pleased.”    Today’s Liturgist: Judy Atwood  

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


 

Order of Worship 

First Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

Music by The Lord’s Crew 

  January 10, 2016                                   8:30 AM   
 

 

Gathering 
  
   OPENING PRAISE             Victory in Jesus 
 

   WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE CHURCH 
     
*PRAISE SONGS                     Open the Eyes of My Heart 
                  Come to the Water 
              How Great You Are 
       

*SHARING GOD’S PEACE 
 

   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

 Sharing Joys & Concerns 
 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 The Lord’s Prayer 
   

               Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 
 
   SONG OF ILLUMINATION          Baptism 
 

   SCRIPTURE    Matthew 3:3-17 
                      

   MESSAGE        “A SACRED TREASURE” 
         Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
 
   RESPONSE SONG  Wings of a Dove  
 
   RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS 
 

   CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION 
                     (please bring offering up at Communion) 
 

 Words for Communion 
 Communion Song  I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 
 Prayer after Communion 

 

Going Forth to Serve 
 

*FINAL BLESSING   How I Love You Lord 
 
*CLOSING SONG                        Victory in Jesus 
 
*Worshipers stand as able. 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        
(P/S) Pastor’s Study 

 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        
(P/S) Pastor’s Study 

 

 

Coffee Hour Today  
Is Hosted By 

   

CHURCH COUNCIL 

 
Next Week’s Coffee Hour  

Will Be Hosted By 
  

MARY-MARTHA CIRCLE 
 

We thank you all for your       
service to our church! 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        
(P/S) Pastor’s Study 

SUNDAY 

MORNING 

YOUTH BIBLE 

STUDY 

CRISWELL HALL 

      10:30 AM 
 

Join Us For Fellowship And Fun  on 

Sunday mornings ! 
 

All middle school and high school stu-

dents are invited. 

Ibby Russell leads the group. 

 

 
Sign-Ups for the UMM 
Breakfast Meeting  
Saturday, January 16, 

  8:30 AM, Coco’s  
now being taken by Chuck Ashton in 

Criswell Hall after each service 
 

Keynote Speaker—Lynn Compton, 
Member of the Board of Supervisors and 

Representative to our 4th District  
 South County area 

 

Due to limited seating at 
Coco’s you must sign up 
in advance.  Ladies are 
most cordially invited to 
attend. 

EMERGENCY FOOD PANTRY 

RE-OPENS MONDAY, JANUARY 11 th 
1:00—3:00 PM 

 

 

Monday—1/11 

 Emergency Food Pantry—1-3 PM-CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—1/12 

 Senior Exercise— 8:30 AM–-CH 

 Sew ‘n  Sews—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Steering—10 AM—L 

 Chair Yoga Class—11 AM--CH 

 Grande Ringer Rehearse—5 PM —    
Handbell Room 

 Trustees—7 PM—MMR 
Wednesday—1/13 

 Senior Exercise— 8:30 AM—-CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Ladies Christian Counseling—12 PM--L 

 Free Dinner —5 PM—CH 

 Adult Bible Study—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir —7 PM—S 
Thursday—1/14 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Esther Circle—12 PM—MMR 

 Grande Ringers Rehearse—5 PM— 
Handbell Room 

 Finance Team—7 PM—MMR 
Friday—1/15 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 
Saturday—1/16 

 UMM Breakfast Meeting—8:30 AM—
Coco’s 

 

Please sign up for  
Altar Flowers  

to commemorate special  
occasions and remembrances 

 

Wednesday Adult Bible Study, Criswell Hall, 5:45 pm 

 We are reading and discussing Adam Hamilton’s 

book,  Christianity and World Religions— 

      Wrestling with Questions People Ask. 

 Books available at the meeting. 

 Study facilitated by Judy Atwood. 

                                   Please Join Us! 

Free Wednesday Suppers 
We continue to offer  

Wednesday 5 PM free meals 

for the church and  

the community. 

Let’s Plan Ahead! 
Get your name on the calen-

dar for helping with a meal. 

There are funds to reimburse 

for expenses if you desire. 

Please contact Judy Atwood 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 24  

UMM 

PANCAKE 

 BREAKFAST  

8:30-10:30 AM 

Today, January 10th 
Congregational Care Team 

11:45 AM—Library 

 

HUMAN RELATIONS SUNDAY 
JANUARY 17, 2016 

 

This special Sunday celebrates the  
connectional work of  

   United Methodist Churches. 
 

Human Relations Day is our day 
to celebrate every person’s  
potential to do great things. 

It’s our day to empower those living in 
the margins of society. 

It’s our day to invest in at-risk youth. 
It’s our day to make a                          
difference together.  

 

The Human Relations Day offering                                 

supports these ministries.  



First United Methodist Church 
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 Leonard Lutz 
Children’s Education Director:  
 Carolyn Russell  
 
AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 
 

Welcome to Worship!   

 

Order of WorshiP 

First Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

 January 10, 2016                               10:30 AM 
 

CENTERING WORDS 
 

Loving God, when the Spirit descended on Jesus at His baptism in Jordan’s waters, 
      You revealed Him as Your own beloved Son. 
            Keep us, Your children, who have been born of water and the Spirit 
                  always faithful to Him, who is Lord forever and ever.  Amen. 

   
 

WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE CHURCH PRELUDE                      

PRELUDE                    More Than Wonderful               Lanny Wolfe                           

INTROIT                       Majesty                 Jack Hayford 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  

            God anointed Christ to console the afflicted  
            Come, let us worship the Lord our Comforter! 
            God anointed Christ to emancipate the enslaved. 
            Come, let us worship the Lord our Liberator! 
            God anointed Christ to bind up the wounded.  
            Come, let us worship the Lord our Healer! 
            God anointed Christ to deliver the troubled. 
            Come, let us worship the Lord our Savior. 
             
*OPENING HYMN    When Jesus Came to Jordan    No. 252 
  
 CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                                                    Carolyn Russell  

Nursery care is available.  Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers  
at this time.   Junior and Senior high will meet in Criswell Hall. 

 

 OFFERING THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 

Paige Bridges, Madison Bridges, and Alee Hill 
Children of Brittany Hill 

Grandmother Peggy Bridges and Great-grandmother Peg Gallop 
 

 SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

 A TIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER 
 Choral Call to Prayer All Praise to Our Redeeming Lord verse 1    No. 554
 Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer 
 Choral Response        All Praise to Our Redeeming Lord verse 6  No. 554

       
 

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the First United Methodist 
Church of Arroyo Grande and to this service of worship.  

 We are happy that you have joined us here today.  Your presence is a gift, and 
we hope that you will  find our worship meaningful and that you                       

come worship with us again.   
 

If it is your first time with us, we invite you to join us for coffee hour 
in our fellowship hall so that we can get to know each other. 

      

Matthew 3:3-17 
 
This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way 
of the Lord, make his paths straight.’” Now John wore clothing   
of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food 
was locusts and wild honey.   Then the people of Jerusalem and    
all  Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the     
Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan,       
confessing their sins. 
 

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for   
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you 
to flee from the wrath to come?   Bear fruit worthy of repent-
ance.  Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as 
our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise 
up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of 
the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire. “I baptize you with water for     
repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he 
will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the 
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be        
baptized by him. John would have prevented him, saying, “I   
need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus 
answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way 
to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus 
had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly 
the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God   
descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from 
heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 
pleased.”     
     Today’s Liturgist: David Beaman 
   

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


   
 
  OFFERING 
 Call to Stewardship and Mission 
 Offertory      Our God Reigns                  Leonard Smith, Jr. 

 Doxology/Prayer of Dedication 
 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him,  
all creatures here  below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
 
  SCRIPTURE   Matthew 3:3-17 
 
  ANTHEM   Deep, Deep Love                             Terry Butler/Mark Hayes 
   
  SERMON    “A SACRED TREASURE” 
                   

          Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis    
 
*HYMN  This is the Spirit’s Entry Now    No. 608 
 
  REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISMAL VOWS 
 
*HYMN  Go, Make of All Disciples      No. 571 
 
  BENEDICTION 
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE    Amen         
 
  POSTLUDE  I Sing Praises                        Terry MacAlmon

                   
* You are invited to stand in body and/or spirit 

 
 
 

 Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        
(P/S) Pastor’s Study 

Coffee Hour Today  
Is Hosted By 

   

CHURCH COUNCIL 

 
Next Week’s Coffee Hour  

Will Be Hosted By 
  

MARY-MARTHA CIRCLE 
 

We thank you all for your       
service to our church! 

 

Sign-Ups for the UMM 
Breakfast Meeting  
Saturday, January 16, 
8:30 AM, Coco’s  

now being taken by Chuck Ashton in 
Criswell Hall after each service 

 

Keynote Speaker—Lynn Compton, 
Member of the Board of Supervisors and 

Representative to our 4th District  
 South County area 

 

Due to limited seating at 
Coco’s you must sign up 
in advance.  Ladies are 
most cordially invited to 
attend. 

 
Monday—1/11 

 No Emergency Food Pantry Today 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—1/12 

 Senior Exercise— 8:30 AM–-CH 

 Sew ‘n  Sews—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Steering—10 AM—L 

 Chair Yoga Class—11 AM--CH 

 Grande Ringer Rehearsal—5 PM —    
Handbell Room 

 Trustees—7 PM—MMR 
Wednesday—1/13 

 Senior Exercise— 8:30 AM—-CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Ladies Christian Counseling—12 PM--L 

 Free Dinner —5 PM—CH 

 Adult Bible Study—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir —7 PM—S 
Thursday—1/14 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Esther Circle—12 PM—MMR 

 Grande Ringers Rehearse—5 PM— 
Handbell Room 

 FinanceTeam—7 PM—MMR 
Friday—1/15 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 
Saturday—1/16 

 UMM Breakfast Meeting—8:30 AM—
Coco’s 

 
 

Please remember to sign up 

for  Altar Flowers  

to commemorate special  

occasions and remembrances Today, January 10th 
Congregational Care Team 

11:45 AM—Library 

Wednesday Adult Bible Study  Criswell Hall, 5:45 pm 
 We are reading and discussing Adam Hamilton’s 

book,  Christianity and World Religions— 

      Wrestling with Questions People Ask. 

 Books available at the meeting. 

 Study facilitated by Judy Atwood. 

                                      Please Join Us ! 

Free Wednesday Suppers 
We continue to offer  

Wednesday 5 PM free meals   

for the church and  

the community. 

Let’s Plan Ahead! 
Get your name on the calendar 

for helping with a meal. 

There are funds to reimburse 

for expenses if you desire. 
Please contact Judy Atwood, Lay Leader 

SUNDAY 

MORNING 

YOUTH BIBLE STUDY 

CRISWELL HALL 

      10:30 AM 

 

Join Us For Fellowship And Fun on 

Sunday mornings ! 
 

All middle school and high school 

students are invited. 

Ibby Russell leads the group. 

EMERGENCY FOOD PANTRY 
RE-OPENS MONDAY, JANUARY 11 th 

1:00—3:00 PM 

HUMAN RELATIONS SUNDAY 
JANUARY 17, 2016 

 

This special Sunday celebrates the  
connectional work of  

   United Methodist Churches. 
 

Human Relations Day is our day 
to celebrate every person’s  
potential to do great things. 

It’s our day to empower those living in 
the margins of society. 

It’s our day to invest in at-risk youth. 
It’s our day to make a                          
difference together.  

 

The Human Relations Day offering                                 
supports these ministries.  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

SUNDAY, JANU-

ARY 24  

UMM 

PANCAKE 

 BREAKFAST  

8:30-10:30 AM 

  

 

FOR MISSION PROJECT  

TODAY the children collect their “noisy offering”—

used to purchase   

FLOCKS OF CHICKENS  Greet the children with your “noisy” coins— bills 

and checks also accepted !   To be purchased through Heifer International. 


