
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
M - F  from 9 AM – 1 PM  
(subject to change) 
* Our Senior Pastor is off on Mondays. 
 

Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail:  fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Mon-
day thru Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 
2:30 PM - 4:30 PM.   Come and find out if we are 
a good fit for you and your child. 
 

Office Hours:  M—F  from  9 AM—5 PM  

 
Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Minerva G. Carcaño  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:   
 Judy Atwood 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:   Jamie Foster 
 

 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Multi-Media Director:  Mike Coho 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Children’s Education Director:  
  Carolyn Russell 
  
AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according   
to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all 
the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth.” So God created humankind in his image,   
in the image of God he created them; male and female he created 
them. God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every       
living thing that moves upon the earth.”  God said, “See, I have   
given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all      
the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them 
for food.   
And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to 
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath 
of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so.  God 
saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

 
 

 “I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who 
will believe in me through their word, that they may all be one. As 
you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that 
the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you 
have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we 
are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely 
one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have 
loved them even as you have loved me.  Father, I desire that those 
also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see 
my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before 
the foundation of the world. “Righteous Father, the world does 
not know you, but I know you; and these know that you have sent 
me. I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so 
that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I 
in them.”  
        Today’s Liturgist: Judy Atwood

    

8:30 AM WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 14, 2016 

 

 

 

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the First United Methodist Church of 
Arroyo Grande and to this service of worship.   

We are happy that you have joined us here today.  We hope that you will  find our 
worship meaningful and that you  come worship with us again.   

If it is your first time with us, we invite you to join us for coffee hour 
in our fellowship hall so that we can get to know each other. 

Genesis 1:26-31 

John 17:20-25 

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


 

Order of Worship 

First Sunday In Lent 
  
 

Music by The Lord’s Crew 

  February 14, 2016                                           8:30 AM   
 

Gathering 
  
   OPENING PRAISE             We’ve A Story 
 

   WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE CHURCH 
     
*PRAISE SONGS                  More Love More Power 
       How Great Thou Art 
  Strength of my Life 
         

*SHARING GOD’S PEACE 
 
    

   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

 Sharing Joys & Concerns 
 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
    

               Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 
 

   SONG OF ILLUMINATION          Doxology 
 

   SCRIPTURE    Genesis 1:26-31; John 17:20-25 

                      

   SERMON  “ORIGINAL BLESSING”  
           

      Rev. Mary Birgelaitis 
 

   RESPONSE SONG        Seek Ye First 
 

   CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION 
  (please bring offering up at Communion) 
 

 Words for Communion 
 Communion Song    On Bended Knee 
 Prayer after Communion 

 

Going Forth to Serve 
 

*FINAL BLESSING Oh Lord You’re Beautiful 
 

*CLOSING SONG                  This Little Light of Mine 
 
 
 

*Worshipers stand as able. 
 
 

 

First United Methodist Church  
Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        
(P/S) Pastor’s Study 

 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        
(P/S) Pastor’s Study 

 Coffee Hour Today  
Is Hosted By 

   

ESTHER CIRCLE 

 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
Will Be Hosted By 

  

STAFF-PARISH RELATIONS 
Staff Appreciation Potluck 

 

We thank you all for your       

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        
(P/S) Pastor’s Study 

Statements of Giving 
Are available on request from the 

Financial Secretary, Virginia Mothes. 
Virginia’s email is  

virginiamothes@att.net 
Or you can leave a request in her 
mailbox in the church office or a 
phone message at the Financial 
Office by calling 481-2692 x 13.  
 

 Please note that the statements are  
not available in the church office. 

 

In Memory of my sweet  
father, Raymond,  

born on 
Valentine’s Day 1911 

 

From Connie Clark 

 
Monday—2/15 

 PRESIDENTS DAY Church office closed 

 NO Emergency Food Pantry due to 
Food Bank Closed—Resumes Feb 22  

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—2/16 

 Senior Exercise— 8:30 AM–-CH 

 Sew ‘n  Sews plus Knitters—9 AM—
MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga Class—11 AM--CH 

 Preschool Board—MMR Open Ses-
sion-1:30 PM; Closed Session-2:30 PM 

 Grande Ringers Rehearsal—5 PM —    
Handbell Room 

 Joy Circle—7 PM—Home of member 
Wednesday—2/17            

 Senior Exercise— 8:30 AM—-CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Ladies Christian Counseling—12 PM--L 

 Free Dinner —5 PM—CH 

 Lenten Bible Study—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir—7 PM—S 
Thursday—2/18 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Grande Ringers Rehearsal—5 PM— 
Handbell Room 

Friday—2/19 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 
Saturday—2/20 

 Praise Team Set Up—5:30 PM—S 

 Praise Team Rehearsal—6:30 PM—S 

“BE MINE, VALENTINE”  

TODAY February 14 
Sunday School invites all children to 

meet in Criswell Hall after second  

service to make a Valentine for someone 

special and enjoy a Valentine treat.   

SUNDAY 

MORNING 

YOUTH BIBLE 

STUDY 

CRISWELL HALL 

      10:30 AM 
 

Join Us For Fellowship And 

Fun on Sunday mornings ! 
 

All middle school and high 

school students are invited. 

Ibby Russell leads the group. 

NEW MEMBER  

WELCOME LUNCHEON  
 

When: Sunday,  

February 28—after  

second service 
 

Why: Getting to know new 

members and each other 
 

What: FREE Lunch—Fun—Fellowship 
 

Sign Up at Caring Congregation Table 

in Criswell Hall — to plan for enough 
food for everyone !  

 

Opportunities To Help, Also 

 

 

FOR MISSION PROJECT 
  

TODAY the children collect their  

“noisy offering” —used to purchase   

FLOCKS OF CHICKENS  Greet the chil-

dren with your “noisy” coins— bills and checks also accepted !    

To be purchased through Heifer International 

 

Sunday February 21 we will be showing 

our appreciation for our Church Staff, 
sponsored by the Staff Parish Relations Committee. 

A potluck meal will follow the 10:30 service.  

We will have turkey and ham, so bring your favorite     

dishes to go along with them.  Please plan to come and        

celebrate those who help make our ministry happen. 

To 

Rex 

Miller 

For filling in as Choir Director today  

during Julie Burns’s absence. 

 
JOHN 

The Gospel of Light and Life 
by Adam Hamilton   

 

February 17th through March 23, 2016 
Wednesday Evenings at 5:45 PM 

The Word Made Flesh 
The Miraculous Signs of Jesus 
The “I AM” Sayings of Jesus 

The Farewell Discourse 
The Arrest, Trial, and Crucifixion of the King 

Eternal Life 
 

    Join us on Wednesdays during Lent or purchase a book for your own study. 



First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
M - F  from 9 AM – 1 PM  
* Our Senior Pastor is off on Mondays. 
 

Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Via E-mail:  fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary Birgelaitis: revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program tours are given by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday between 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM - 4:30 
PM.   We invite you to visit and see if  we are a good fit for 
your family.  
 

Office Hours:  M—F from 8 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Minerva G. Carcaño  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:   
 Judy Atwood 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:   Jamie Foster 
 
 

Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Multi-Media Director:  Mike Coho 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Children’s Education Director:  
 Carolyn Russell  
 
AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 
 

Welcome to Worship!   

 

Order of WorshiP 
 

First Sunday in Lent 
 

February 14, 2016        10:30 AM 
                                           
                                          CENTERING WORDS 
 

   “This is your tragedy:  You forget the God in you.  You wish to forget.  Remem-            
brance would imply the high duty to live as a child of God---generously---with life, 
with pride, with laughter.  This is too glorious a victory for you…easier to forget…to 
live by denying life.  Why are your eyes always either fixed on the ground in weari-
ness or looking at others in suspicion?  Throw your gaze upward---to the stars.”   

                                                                      ---Lazarus Laughed by Eugene O’Neill 
   
 

  WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE CHURCH 

  PRELUDE                  Make Me a Channel of Your Peace     Sebastian Temple 

  CHORAL INTROIT        From All That Dwell Below the Skies  

*CALL TO WORSHIP   (Mary Scifres, WORDS FOR WORSHIP) 

              Come! Dwell in the shelter of God,  
        The shelter of holy love. 
   Trust in Christ Jesus,  

 our Refuge and our Strength. 
         Abide in God’s house, the household of love. 

                        
*OPENING HYMN     Lift High the Cross                            No. 159
   

  OPENING PRAYER   (Mary Scifres, WORDS FOR WORSHIP)  
God, our Guide and Guardian,  

lead us on this journey of faith.  
Through the days and weeks of Lent,  

help us to walk your path  
to the cross;  

strengthen us to resist the demons  
that would lead us astray.  

Walk with us, Christ Jesus.  
Be our shelter and our salvation,  

even as we seek to be your disciples. 
 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                                                      Judy Atwood 
 

Nursery care is available.  Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers  
at this time.   Junior and Senior high will meet in Criswell Hall. 

 

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according   
to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all 
the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth.” So God created humankind in his image,   
in the image of God he created them; male and female he created 
them. God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every liv-
ing thing that moves upon the earth.”  God said, “See, I have given 
you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, 
and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food.   
And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to 
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 
breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was 
so.  God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very 
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth 
day. 

 

 
 “I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who 
will believe in me through their word, that they may all be one. As 
you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so 
that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that 
you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as 
we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become com-
pletely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me 
and have loved them even as you have loved me.  Father, I desire 
that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I 
am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved 
me before the foundation of the world. “Righteous Father, the 
world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that 
you have sent me. I made your name known to them, and I will 
make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me 
may be in them, and I in them.”  
     Today’s Liturgist:  Rose Ann Steiner 

Genesis 1:26-31 

 
 

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the First United Methodist Church of 
Arroyo Grande and to this service of worship.  We are  

happy that you have joined us here today.  Your presence is a gift .  We hope  
that you will  find our worship meaningful and that you come worship with us again.   

 

If it is your first time with us, we invite you to join us for coffee hour 
in our fellowship hall so that we can get to know each other. 

John 17:20-25 

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


   
 
  SHARING JOYS AND CONCERNS  

   
  A TIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER 
 Choral Call to Prayer     Jesus, Remember Me                       No. 488                                       
 Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer   No. 895 
               Choral Response            This is Our Prayer              No. 487  
 
  ANTHEM          Healer of My Heart              Robert Johnson / Jim Robinson                  
 
 SCRIPTURE Genesis 1:26-31 
 John 17:20-25 
 

*HYMN  Fairest Lord Jesus    No. 189
       
   SERMON            ORIGINAL BLESSING  
                              Rev. Mary Birgelaitis 
 

  OFFERING 
 Call to Stewardship and Mission 
 Offertory Only Trust Him                  John H. Stockton 

 Doxology/Prayer of Dedication   Hymnal, No. 95 
 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him,  
all creatures here  below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
                 

*CLOSING HYMN             Precious Name                  No. 530 
   

*BENEDICTION 
  As we leave this place, we continue the journey. 
         Christ leads us upon the way.  
    

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE  Lift High the Cross   No. 159 
 

  Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, 
      Till all the world adore his sacred name  
      

  POSTLUDE             A Strong Tower               Cindy Berry 

 

* You are invited to stand in body and/or spirit 
 
 
 

 Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        

Coffee Hour Today  
Is Hosted By 

ESTHER CIRCLE 

 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
Will Be Hosted By 

Staff Parish Relations  
Staff Appreciation Potluck 

 

We thank you all for your       
service to our church! 

 

In Memory of my sweet  
father, Raymond,  

born on 
Valentine’s Day 1911 

 

From Connie Clark 

Monday—2/15 

 PRESIDENTS DAY Church office closed 

 NO Emergency Food Pantry due to 
Food Bank Closed—Resumes Feb 22  

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—2/16 

 Senior Exercise— 8:30 AM–-CH 

 Sew ‘n  Sews plus Knitters—9 AM—
MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga Class—11 AM--CH 

 Preschool Board—MMR Open Ses-
sion-1:30 PM; Closed Session-2:30 PM 

 Grande Ringers Rehearsal—5 PM —    
Handbell Room 

 Joy Circle—7 PM—Home of member 
Wednesday—2/17            

 Senior Exercise— 8:30 AM—-CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Ladies Christian Counseling—12 PM--L 

 Free Dinner —5 PM—CH 

 Lenten Bible Study—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir—7 PM—S 
Thursday—2/18 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Grande Ringers Rehearsal—5 PM— 
Handbell Room 

Friday—2/19 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 
Saturday—2/20 

 Praise Team Set Up—5:30 PM—S 

 Praise Team Rehearsal—6:30 PM—S 

“BE MINE, VALENTINE” 

TODAY, February 14 
Sunday School invites all children to 

meet in Criswell Hall after second 

service to make a special Valentine  

and to enjoy a Valentine treat.   

Statements of Giving 
Are available on request from the 

Financial Secretary, Virginia Mothes. 
Virginia’s email is  

virginiamothes@att.net 
Or you can leave a request in her 
mailbox in the church office or a 
phone message at the Financial 
Office by calling 481-2692 x 13.  
 

 Please note that the statements are  
not available in the church office. 

SUNDAY 

MORNING 

YOUTH BIBLE 

STUDY 

CRISWELL HALL 

      10:30 AM 
 

Join Us For Fellowship And Fun  

on Sunday mornings ! 

All middle school and high 

school students are invited. 
 

Ibby Russell leads the group. 

To 

Rex 

Miller 
For filling in as Choir Director today  

during Julie Burns’s absence. 

 

 

 

FOR MISSION PROJECT 
  

TODAY the children collect their  

“noisy offering” —used to purchase   

FLOCKS OF CHICKENS  Greet the children with your “noisy” coins— bills 

and checks also accepted !    

To be purchased through Heifer International 

 

Sunday February 21 we will be showing 

our appreciation for our Church Staff, 
sponsored by the Staff Parish Relations Committee. 

A potluck meal will follow the 10:30 service.  

We will have turkey and ham, so bring your favorite     

dishes to go along with them.  Please plan to come and        

celebrate those who help make our ministry happen. 

NEW MEMBER  

WELCOME LUNCHEON  
 

When: Sunday,  

February 28—after  

second service 
 

Why: Getting to know new members 

and each other 
 

What: FREE Lunch—Fun—Fellowship 

Sign Up at Caring Congregation Table 

in Criswell Hall — to plan for enough 
food for everyone !  

 

Opportunities To Help, Also 

JOHN 
The Gospel of Light and Life 

by Adam Hamilton   
 

February 17th through March 23, 2016 
Wednesday Evenings at 5:45 PM 

The Word Made Flesh 
The Miraculous Signs of Jesus 
The “I AM” Sayings of Jesus 

The Farewell Discourse 
The Arrest, Trial, and Crucifixion of the King 

Eternal Life 
    Join us on Wednesdays during Lent or purchase a book for your own study. 


