
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
M - F  from 9 AM – 1 PM  
(subject to change) 
* Our Senior Pastor is off on Mondays. 
 

Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail:  fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Mon-
day thru Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 
2:30 PM - 4:30 PM.   Come and find out if we are 
a good fit for you and your child. 
 

Office Hours:  M—F  from  9 AM—5 PM  

 
Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Minerva G. Carcaño  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:   
 Judy Atwood 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:   Jamie Foster 
 

 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Multi-Media Director:  Mike Coho 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Children’s Education Director:  
  Carolyn Russell 
  
AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

    

 

8:30 AM WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 13, 2016 

PHILIPPIANS 3:7-16 

JOHN 12:1-8 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to   regard as 
loss because of Christ. More than that,   I regard everything 
as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ   
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all 
things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 
Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my 
own that comes from the law, but one that comes through 
faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith.  I 
want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and 
the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his 
death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the 
dead.  Not that I have already obtained this or have already 
reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because 
Christ  Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not          
consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do:    
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 
ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heaven-
ly call of God in Christ Jesus.  Let those of us then who are 
mature be of the same mind; and if you think differently 
about anything, this too God will reveal to you.  Only let us 
hold fast to what we have attained. 

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the 
home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead.  There 
they gave a dinner for him.  Martha served, and Lazarus was 
one of those at the table with him.  Mary took a pound of 
costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and 
wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the      
fragrance of the perfume.  But Judas Iscariot, one of his       
disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said,  “Why 
was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the 
money given to the poor?”   (He said this not because he 
cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept 
the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.)     
Jesus said, “Leave her alone.  She bought it so that she might 
keep it for the day of my burial.  You always have the poor 
with you, but you do not always have me.” 
       Today’s Liturgist: Sharon Roemer 

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the  
First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande  

and to this service of worship.   

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


 

Order of WorshiP 

Fourth Sunday In Lent 
  
 

Music by The Lord’s Crew 

  March 13, 2016                8:30 AM   
 

Gathering 
  
   OPENING PRAISE                      I Will Rejoice 
 

   WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE CHURCH 
 
     
*PRAISE SONGS                 Nothing But the Blood of Jesus 
 Oh Lord, You’re Beautiful 
 My Savior, My God 
   
         

*SHARING GOD’S PEACE 
    

   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

 Sharing Joys & Concerns 
 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
    

               Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 
 

   SONG OF ILLUMINATION          Hungry 
 

   SCRIPTURE    Philippians 3: 7-16  
      John 12: 1-8 

                      

   SERMON      “SENSELESS ACTS OF BEAUTY”  
           

                Rev. Mary Birgelaitis 
 

   RESPONSE SONG        For the Beauty of the Earth 
 

   CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION 
  (please bring offering up at Communion) 
 

 Words for Communion 
 Communion Song    Old Rugged Cross 
 Prayer after Communion 

 

Going Forth to Serve 
 

*FINAL BLESSING       Lord, You Are More Precious Than Silver 
 

*CLOSING SONG               I Will Rejoice 
 

 
*Worshipers stand as able. 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        
(P/S) Pastor’s Study 

 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        
(P/S) Pastor’s Study 

 Coffee Hour Today  
Is Hosted By 

   

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
Will Be Hosted By 

  

JOY CIRCLE 
 

We thank you all for your       
service to our church! 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        
(P/S) Pastor’s Study 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

on March 14 

TO MY SON, 

JEFF 
 
 

From Jan Treat 

Monday—3/14 

 Emergency Food Pantry —1-3 PM-CH 

 Quilting Class-GMcGuire--5:45 PM-CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—3/15 

 Senior Exercise— 8:30 AM–-CH 

 Sew ‘n  Sews plus Knitters—9 AM—
MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga Class—11 AM--CH 

 Preschool Board—MMR                      
Open Session—1:30 PM—MMR                     
Closed Session—2:30 PM—MMR 

 Grande Ringers Rehearsal—5 PM —    
Handbell Room 

 JOY Circle—7 PM—Member’s home 
Wednesday—3/16          

 Senior Exercise— 8:30 AM—-CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Ladies Christian Counseling—12 PM--L 

 Potluck Dinner—5 PM—CH 

 Missionary Visit—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir—7 PM—S 
Thursday—3/17 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Finance Team—11 AM—PS 

 Grande Ringers Rehearsal—5 PM— 
Handbell Room 

 Church Council (wear green)—7 
PM—MMR 

Friday—3/18 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 
Saturday—3/19 

 UMM Breakfast Meeting—8:30 AM 
—Coco’s 

 San Luis Chamber Orchestra             
Rehearsal—1 PM—S 

 Praise Team Set Up—5:30 PM—S 

 Praise Team Rehearsal—6:30 pm—S 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS IN MARCH 
 

 

 
 

DATE MEAL  AT 5 PM  PROGRAM AT 5:45 PM 
 

Mar 16 Potluck Meal  Visit of John H. Elmore  
 

Mar 23 Free Meal  Lenten Study of JOHN: 
    “The Arrest, Trial and  
    Crucifixion of the King” 
 

Mar 30 Free Meal  Lenten Study of JOHN: 
    “Eternal Life” 

John H. Elmore,          
missionary assigned 

to the Methodist 
Church of Chile. 

 
The Five Cities Christian Women’s Food 
Ministry meeting will be at LDS Church, 
251 Traffic Way on Mon., March 14 at 12 
noon. Potluck includes business meeting & 

program consisting of videos 
about Easter. Bring a dish of 
your favorite food to share and 
your own place setting.  The 
Food Pantry is in need of     
empty egg cartons.  

 **Note to FUMCAG family—
The United Methodists are very active in 

this ministry, and Virginia Mothes is      
currently president of the organization. 

 Pick up your Directory today  

in Criswell Hall. 
 

 Thanks to Dave Anderson and 

his CENTRAL COAST PRINT-

ING CO.; there is no charge. 
 

 If you wish to order an 8x10 

glossy print of your photo,        

you may do so when you pick            

up your Directory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 The UMM is producing the 

prints at $10 per order; the 

money raised will go to Church 

projects.  The fee is collected 

at the time of photo sign-up. 

CHURCH PHOTO DIRECTORY READY TODAY! 

 
Caring Congregation Committee 

11:45 AM—-Library 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

EASTER EGG HUNT 
Next Sunday, Mar 20, 

11:45 AM-Making Easter 

cards, basket decorating 

& having a snack along 

with EGG HUNT!   

Statements of Giving 
are available on request from the                          

Financial Secretary, Virginia Mothes. 
Virginia’s email: virginiamothes@att.net 

Alternatively, you can leave a request in her 
mailbox in the church office or a phone 

message at the Financial Office by calling 
481-2692.  

 Please note that the statements                                    
are not available in the church office. 

 

 

FOR MISSION PROJECT  

TODAY the children collect their 

“noisy offering”—used to purchase   

FLOCKS OF CHICKENS.       

Greet the children with your 

“noisy” coins— bills and checks  

also accepted !  To be purchased 

through Heifer International. 



First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
M - F  from 9 AM – 1 PM  
* Our Senior Pastor is off on Mondays. 
 

Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Via E-mail:  fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary Birgelaitis: revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program tours are given by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday between 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM - 4:30 
PM.   We invite you to visit and see if  we are a good fit for 
your family.  
 

Office Hours:  M—F from 8 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Minerva G. Carcaño  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:   
 Judy Atwood 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:   Jamie Foster 
 
 

Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Multi-Media Director:  Mike Coho 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Children’s Education Director:  
 Carolyn Russell  
 
AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

                    Welcome to Worship!   

 

Order of WorshiP 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

March 13, 2016                         10:30 AM 
                                           

                                                     
 WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE CHURCH 

 PRELUDE                         Bind Us Together            Bob Gillman 

 CHORAL INTROIT                           

*CALL TO WORSHIP  

   We gather in the sunshine of God’s love, 
         as we make a shadowy trek to the cross. 
   We rejoice that even in the shadows of life, God is with us.  
                           We turn our faces to the Son. 
              We take the time apart to worship our Creator, 
                            and offer prayers of thanksgiving to God  
                                           for the gift of life. 
               
*OPENING HYMN     For the Beauty of the Earth                                       No. 92 
    Verses 1,2,3 & 5 

 
 OPENING PRAYER  
    

Lord, speak to us a word of welcome this day.   
Let us sense your Joy.   

We are here to worship and to support and encourage one another.   
We listen to each other with love and compassion  

and pray fervently for one another.   
Bless this time we share and create in us new hearts, 

ready to receive your Easter promise.   Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                                                      Judy Atwood 

Nursery care is available.  Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers  
at this time.   Junior and Senior high will meet in Criswell Hall. 

 
   SHARING JOYS AND CONCERNS  
     
   A TIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER 
 Call to Prayer       Fragrance of Christ  
 Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer    No. 895 
 Response              Fragrance of Christ             
  
 

PHILIPPIANS 3:7-16 

JOHN 12:1-8 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to  regard as 
loss because of Christ. More than that,   I regard everything 
as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ  
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all 
things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 
Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my 
own that comes from the law, but one that comes through 
faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith.  I 
want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and 
the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his 
death,  if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the 
dead.  Not that I have already obtained this or have already 
reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because 
Christ  Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consid-
er that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: for-
getting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 
ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heav-
enly call of God in Christ Jesus.  Let those of us then who are 
mature be of the same mind; and if you think differently 
about anything, this too God will reveal to you.  Only let us 
hold fast to what we have attained. 

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the 
home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead.  There 
they gave a dinner for him.  Martha served, and Lazarus was 
one of those at the table with him.  Mary took a pound of 
costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and 
wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the      
fragrance of the perfume.  But Judas Iscariot, one of his       
disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said,  “Why 
was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the 
money given to the poor?”  (He said this not because he 
cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept 
the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.)     
Jesus said, “Leave her alone.  She bought it so that she 
might keep it for the day of my burial.  You always have the 
poor with you, but you do not always have me.”  

             Today’s Liturgist: Alice Addison 

 
In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the  

First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande  
and to this service of worship.   

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


       

        

 ANTHEM        Look To The Lamb              R. Peck and R. Kingsmore 

 
 SCRIPTURE        Philippians 3: 7-16, 
               John 12: 1-8 
 
*HYMN          Hymn of Promise      No. 707  
 

SERMON              “SENSELESS ACTS OF BEAUTY” 
                                         Rev. Mary Birgelaitis 
 

 OFFERING 
 Call to Stewardship and Mission 
 Offertory     Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus      Helen Lemmel 
 Doxology/Prayer of Dedication                Hymnal, No. 95 
 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him,  
all creatures here  below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
                  

*CLOSING HYMN Peace Like a River     The Faith We Sing No. 2145 

 
I’ve got peace like a river (sing three times) 
 I’ve got peace like a river in my soul. 
I’ve got joy like a fountain (sing three times) 

 I’ve got joy like a foundation in my soul.  
I’ve got love like an ocean (sing three times) 
 I’ve got love like an ocean in my soul. 

 
*BENEDICTION 
      

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE           Irish Blessing                Ella Craig 
    

 POSTLUDE                                   Great Is The Lord   Michael and Deborah Smith 

 

* You are invited to stand in body and/or spirit 
 
 
 

 Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        

Coffee Hour Today  
Is Hosted By 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
Will Be Hosted By 

JOY CIRCLE 
 

We thank you all for your       
service to our church! 

 

 

Monday—3/14 

 Emergency Food Pantry —1-3 PM-CH 

 Quilting Class-GMcGuire--5:45 PM-CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—3/15 

 Senior Exercise— 8:30 AM–-CH 

 Sew ‘n  Sews plus Knitters—9 AM—
MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga Class—11 AM--CH 

 Preschool Board—MMR                      
Open Session—1:30 PM—MMR                     
Closed Session—2:30 PM—MMR 

 Grande Ringers Rehearsal—5 PM —    
Handbell Room 

 JOY Circle—7 PM—Member’s home 
Wednesday—3/16          

 Senior Exercise— 8:30 AM—-CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Ladies Christian Counseling—12 PM--L 

 Potluck Dinner—5 PM—CH 

 Missionary Visit—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir—7 PM—S 
Thursday—3/17 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Finance Team—11 AM—PS 

 Grande Ringers Rehearsal—5 PM— 
Handbell Room 

 Church Council (wear green)—7 PM—
MMR 

Friday—3/18 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 
Saturday—3/19 

 UMM Breakfast Meeting—8:30 AM —
Coco’s 

 San Luis Chamber Orchestra              
Rehearsal—1 PM—S 

 Praise Team Set Up—5:30 PM—S 

 Praise Team Rehearsal—6:30 pm—S 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

on March 14 

TO  MY SON, 

JEFF 

From Jan Treat 

 
Caring Congregation Committee 

11:45 AM—-Library 
 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS IN MARCH 

 

 

DATE MEAL  AT 5 PM  PROGRAM AT 5:45 PM 
 

Mar 16 Potluck Meal  Visit of John H. Elmore  
 

Mar 23 Free Meal  Lenten Study of JOHN: 
    “The Arrest, Trial and  
    Crucifixion of the King” 
 

Mar 30 Free Meal  Lenten Study of JOHN: 
    “Eternal Life” 

John H. Elmore,          
missionary assigned 

to the Methodist 
Church of Chile. 

 Pick up your Directory today  

in Criswell Hall. 
 

 Thanks to Dave Anderson and 

his CENTRAL COAST PRINT-

ING CO.; there is no charge. 
 

 If you wish to order an 8x10 

glossy print of your photo,        

you may do so when you pick            

up your Directory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 The UMM is producing the 

prints at $10 per order; the 

money raised will go to Church 

projects.  The fee is collected 

at the time of photo sign-up. 

CHURCH PHOTO DIRECTORY READY TODAY! 

Statements of Giving 
are available on request from the                          

Financial Secretary, Virginia Mothes. 
Virginia’s email: virginiamothes@att.net 
Alternatively, you can leave a request in 

her mailbox in the church office or a phone 
message at the Financial Office by calling 

481-2692.  
 Please note that the statements                                    

are not available in the church office. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

EASTER EGG HUNT 
Next Sunday, Mar 20, 

11:45 AM-Making Easter 

cards, basket decorating 

& having a snack along 

with EGG HUNT!   

 

 

FOR MISSION PROJECT  

TODAY the children collect their 

“noisy offering”—used to purchase   

FLOCKS OF CHICKENS      

Greet the children with your 

“noisy” coins— bills and checks  

also accepted !   To be purchased 

through Heifer International. 

 
The Five Cities Christian Women’s Food 
Ministry meeting will be at LDS Church, 
251 Traffic Way on Mon., March 14 at 12 
noon. Potluck includes business meeting & 

program consisting of videos 
about Easter. Bring a dish of 
your favorite food to share and 
your own place setting.  The 
Food Pantry is in need of     
empty egg cartons. 
  

 **Note to FUMCAG family—The United 
Methodists are very active in this ministry, 

and Virginia Mothes is currently            
president of the organization. 


