
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday-Thursday from 9 AM – 1 PM  

 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM.    
We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for your 
family. 

Office Hours:  M—F  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

8:30 AM  WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 10, 2017 

 
Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:   
 Judy Atwood 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:   Jamie Foster 
 

 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director: 
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

 

Luke 15:11-20a  

Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two 

sons. The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, 

give me the share of the property that will belong to 

me.’ So he divided his property between them. A 

few days later the younger son gathered all he had 

and traveled to a distant country, and there he 

squandered his property in dissolute living. When he 

had spent everything, a severe famine took place 

throughout that country, and he began to be in 

need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the 

citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to 

feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself 

with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one 

gave him anything. But when he came to himself he 

said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have 

bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of 

hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will 

say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven 

and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called 

your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”’  

 

So he set off and went to his father.  
 
     Today’s Liturgist: Sharon Roemer 

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the  
First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande  

and to this service of worship.   
We are happy that you have joined us here today   

and hope that you will  find our worship meaningful. 
Please come to worship with us again soon.  

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


 Order of WorshiP 

September 10, 2017                                                                              8:30 AM  

 

 Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  
  

 Music by the Lord’s Crew 
  

      Gathering 
 
 

 *OPENING PRAISE                       All My Days 
 
   WELCOMING OUR VISITORS 
    
 *PRAISE                   Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing         
                                                To a Thousand Generations 
                                      Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone) 
   
 *SHARING GOD’S PEACE   
            

   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    
 

 Sharing Joys & Concerns 
 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 
         Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 
      
   SONG OF ILLUMINATION         Prodigal Song                                You Tube clip         
 

    SCRIPTURE           Luke 15:11-20a 

 

           “...this parable is a window through which I can step into the Kingdom of God.” 
 
   SERMON         LEAVING HOME:  “The Younger Brother”  

                                ...bad decisions, poor choices, alienated, lost and alone... 
                               

   OFFERING SONG                   Gospel Changes 
 

   CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION  
 

   COMMUNION SONG                  Oceans 
 

 *FINAL BLESSING              God is So Good 
 
*CLOSING SONG                              Detour 

 
 
*Worshipers stand as able               

 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

JOY CIRCLE 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by  

 

UMC CHILDREN’S CENTER 
 

We thank you all for your        
service to our church! 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

                     Welcome to Worship!                                                

 

Celebrating Herber 
family birthdays  
and anniversary  

 

Aurora, 1 year 
Jan, 80 years 
Sam, 25 years 

Thom, 58 years 
Thom and Kim, married  

30 years 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen             
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

 

 

 
WE WELCOME YOU TO JOIN  

THE CHURCH 
 

All who regularly attend worship  
and  haven’t joined the church by  

taking the step of membership  
are invited to do so! 

 

Let Pastor Mary know you are  
wishing to join, meet with her, and  

we can schedule a Sunday to  
officially welcome you. 

Monday—9/11   

 Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM—CH 

 Quilting Class-G McGuire—5:45 PM—CH 

 Women on Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—9/12 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH  

 Sew ‘n’ Sews plus Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga Class—11 AM—CH 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 Board of Trustees—7 PM—CH 
Wednesday—9/13 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 UMW Steering—9:30 AM—L 

 Free Fellowship Dinner—5 PM—CH 

 Adult Study—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—9/14 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 UMW Boutique Crafts—10 AM—MMR 

 Life Stories—1:30 PM—MMR 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Friday—9/15 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 

 Deadline Newsletter Articles—Office 
Saturday—9/16 

 Nothing currently scheduled 
Happy Birthday  

in memory of our dad 

 

BOB ATWOOD 

from Cristy Van Hook 
and Judy Atwood 

                 WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                       OUR GIFTS 

 

          8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL              Weekly Offerings Budgeted:      $4,830 
Aug 13     37     81           118                  Aug 13      Received:   $5,386             
Aug 20     37           90               127   Aug 20      Received:    $2,122 
Aug 27      28           72               100                Aug 27      Received:   $3,196 
Sep 3    44          74                118   Sep 3      Received:  $11,381 
Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:                 $48,302 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:                                          $55,520   

 

   Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer   
 

We also give thanks for our church’s generosity to UMCOR to assist    
the relief from Hurricane Harvey.  $1,165 was donated last Sunday.       

CHRIST, Praying Himself, 
Teaches Us How to Pray 

 

Come to the AG United 
Methodist Church, Criswell 
Hall, the  8 Wednesdays of 

September and October 
from 5:45-6:45 PM. 

 

Join in “Praying Together”,           
an adult class led  by  
Dr. Alice A. Addison, 

with James Banks’s book Praying 
Together—Kindling a Passion for 

Prayer and your Bible. 

 

OUR CHANCEL 
CHOIR RETURNS 

TODAY AT THE 
10:30 WORSHIP 

SERVICE.   
 

WELCOME BACK, 
SINGERS! 

 

UMCOR continues its work to      
assist victims of Hurricane Harvey, 

and, as of this writing, are in  
preparation for Hurricane Irma.  

 

FREE WEDNESDAY SUPPERS 
 

Join us  for the free  
meals for the church 

and the community in 
Criswell Hall at 5 PM. 

 

Let’s Plan Ahead! 
 

Get your name on the calendar for     
helping with a meal. There are funds to 

reimburse for expenses if you desire.  

 

Please contact Judy Atwood, Lay Leader 

WRITING YOUR LIFE STORIES  

 

Want to write about your life?  
Want to leave stories—that 
only you can tell—for your 
friends and family?   
Then try out the Writing Your 
Life Stories group activity. 

 

We start meeting again on Thursday,    
September 14 at 1:30 PM in the         

McMillen Room. 

 

Questions? Contact Roger Sperling 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A SPECIAL  
THANK YOU  
TO OUR PRAISE TEAM 
FOR THEIR YEAR-
ROUND PRAISE 
BAND AND SONGS 
FOR THE 8:30 AM 
WORSHIP 
SERVICE 

We are pleased to have two 

altar flower dedications  



First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
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Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
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First United Methodist Church  

                

   

Luke 15:11-20a      
   

 

   Order of WorshiP  
 

September 10, 2017                                                           10:30 AM                                                                                      

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  

CENTERING WORDS  
 

You are welcome here. No matter where you have been; 
no matter what you have done, you are welcomed in love and grace. 

May you find rest and renewal;  may you find hope and peace. 
This is what God offers to us all! 

 

            “Let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery                         
and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy…Instead put on the Lord Jesus Christ  

            and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.”  ---Romans 13;13 
  

     WELCOMING OUR VISITORS 

                                                                             

  PRELUDE                                       Isn’t He?           John Wimber 

   

*CALL TO WORSHIP  
  

To those who eagerly came to worship God, 
 you are welcome here. 

To those who grumbled about coming, 
 you are welcome here. 

To those who are not sure why they are here, 
 you are welcome here. 

In the name the One who loves and forgives us,  
you are welcome in this place. 

 Thanks be to God! 
  
 OPENING HYMN                 Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above        No. 126 
 

 OPENING PRAYER (seated) 

 

Creator God,  
you have called us to this place.  

You breathe life into us each day.  
You welcome us as we are,  

with our hopes and fears,  
faults and talents.  

As we worship,  we rest in your Spirit,  
and we remember that you are the One 
       who fills our lives with unmerited grace  

  and abounding love.  
In faith, we hold fast to you and come to worship 
      In the name of Christ, your Son. Amen. 
 

  CHILDREN’S MOMENT                   Judy Atwood
                                     Nursery care is available.  

Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers at this time.      

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the  
First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande  

and to this service of worship.   
We are happy that you have joined us here today   

and hope that you will  find our worship meaningful. 
Please come to worship with us again soon.  

Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two 

sons. The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, 

give me the share of the property that will belong to 

me.’ So he divided his property between them. A 

few days later the younger son gathered all he had 

and traveled to a distant country, and there he 

squandered his property in dissolute living. When he 

had spent everything, a severe famine took place 

throughout that country, and he began to be in 

need. So he went and hired himself out to one of 

the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields 

to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself 

with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one 

gave him anything. But when he came to himself he 

said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have 

bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of 

hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will 

say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven 

and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called 

your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”’  

 

So he set off and went to his father.  
  

             Today’s Liturgist: B.G. Perriguey     

 

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen            
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

JOY CIRCLE 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

 

UMC CHILDREN’S CENTER 
 

We thank you all for your       
service to our church! 

 
 
 
 
WE WELCOME YOU TO JOIN  

THE CHURCH 
 

All who regularly attend worship  
and  haven’t joined the church by  

taking the step of membership  
are invited to do so! 

 

Let Pastor Mary know you are  
wishing to join, meet with her, and  

we can schedule a Sunday to  
officially welcome you. 

 

 

FREE WEDNESDAY SUPPERS 
 

Join us  for the free  
meals for the church 

and the community in 
Criswell Hall at 5 PM. 

 

Let’s Plan Ahead! 
 

Get your name on the calendar for     
helping with a meal. There are funds to 

reimburse for expenses if you desire. 
 

Please contact Judy Atwood, Lay Leader 

     A TIME OF PRAYER 

 

 Choral Call to Prayer              You are Mine [refrain]             TFWS #2218
 Congregational Prayer 
        Choral Response                     You are Mine [refrain]                 TFWS #2218 

  
   CHOIR                 Make This Church a Welcome Place   P. William and J. Raney  

   SCRIPTURE                                   Luke 15:11-20a     

   

               “...this parable is a window through which I can step into the Kingdom of God.”   
            
  SPECIAL MUSIC          Prodigal Song                                        Laura Story 

       Julie Burns, soprano, Dennis Eiler, piano 
              

  SERMON                   LEAVING HOME: “The Younger Brother”   

 

                               ...bad decisions, poor choices, alienated, lost and alone... 

   OFFERING  
                                         

         Invitation to the Offering 
         Offertory                   The Longer I Serve Him             William Gaither 

       *Doxology/Blessing of the Offering 
 

       Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
         Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
            
*HYMN                                     You are Mine               TFWS #2218 
                 Verse 1            Verse 2 
 I will come to you in the silence,   I am hope for all who are hopeless,  
 I will lift you from all your fear.    I am eyes for all who long to see. 
     You will hear my voice,       In the shadows of the night,  
     I claim you as my choice,           I will be your light, 
     be still and know I am here. [no refrain]   Come and rest in me.  [refrain] 

 

                 REFRAIN         
       DO NOT BE AFRAID, I AM WITH YOU.        

  I HAVE CALLED YOU EACH BY NAME. 
COME AND FOLLOW ME, 
I WILL BRING YOU HOME; 

I LOVE YOU AND YOU ARE MINE. 
 

           Verse 4 
I am the Word that leads all to freedom,   
I am the peace the world cannot give. 
I will call your name,  
embracing all your pain, 
stand up, now walk, and live!  [refrain] 

  

*BENEDICTION  

 

     We, who were lost, have been found. 
     We, who were dead, have received new life. 

     Go and share God’s welcome with the world. 
     We go to welcome everyone home.   

 

  RESPONSE                Go Now in Peace  

  

  POSTLUDE                                  A Strong Tower         Cindy Berry    
 
  Worshipers stand as able 
 

  © 2017 Mary Scifres for Mary Scifres Ministries.  Permission for reprint and ideas use granted to all subscribers 
and their local churches. For additional reprint permissions, contact maryscifresministries@gmail.com  

      Verse 3   
I am strength for all the despairing,        
healing for the ones who dwell in shame. 
All the blind will see,   
the lame will all run free, 
and all will know my name.  [refrain]   

WRITING YOUR LIFE STORIES  

 

Want to write about your life?  
Want to leave stories—that 
only you can tell—for your 
friends and family?   
Then try out the Writing Your 
Life Stories group activity. 

 

We start meeting again on Thursday,    
September 14 at 1:30 PM in the         

McMillen Room. 
 

Questions? Contact Roger Sperling 

 

 

We are pleased to have two 

altar flower dedications  

Celebrating Herber 
family birthdays  
and anniversary  

 

Aurora, 1 year 
Jan, 80 years 
Sam, 25 years 

Thom, 58 years 
Thom and Kim, married  

30 years 

Monday—9/11   

 Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM—CH 

 Quilting Class-G McGuire—5:45 PM—CH 

 Women on Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—9/12 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH  

 Sew ‘n’ Sews plus Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga Class—11 AM—CH 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 Board of Trustees—7 PM—CH 
Wednesday—9/13 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 UMW Steering—9:30 AM—L 

 Free Fellowship Dinner—5 PM—CH 

 Adult Study—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—9/14 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 UMW Boutique Crafts—10 AM—MMR 

 Life Stories—1:30 PM—MMR 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Friday—9/15 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 

 Deadline Newsletter Articles—Office 
Saturday—9/16 

 Nothing currently scheduled Happy Birthday  
in memory of our dad 

 

BOB ATWOOD 
 

from Cristy Van Hook 

and Judy Atwood 

 

OUR CHANCEL 
CHOIR RETURNS 

TODAY AT THE 
10:30 WORSHIP 

SERVICE.   
 

WELCOME BACK, 
SINGERS! 

 

UMCOR continues its work to      
assist victims of Hurricane Harvey, 

and, as of this writing, are in  
preparation for Hurricane Irma.  

                        

            WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                                OUR GIFTS 
 

          8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL              Weekly Offerings Budgeted:      $4,830 
Aug 13 37         81           118                      Aug 13      Received:   $5,386            
Aug 20     37         90              127       Aug 20      Received:    $2,122 
Aug 27     28        72              100                         Aug 27        Received:   $3,196 
Sep 3       44         74              118       Sep 3      Received:  $11,381 
 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:                $48,302 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:                                                     $55,520 
         Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer   
 

We also give thanks for our church’s generosity to UMCOR to assist    
the relief from Hurricane Harvey.  $1,165 was donated last Sunday.       

CHRIST, Praying Himself, 
Teaches Us How to Pray 

 

Come to the AG United 
Methodist Church, Criswell 
Hall, the  8 Wednesdays of 

September and October 
from 5:45-6:45 PM. 

 

Join in “Praying Together”,           
an adult class led  by  
Dr. Alice A. Addison, 

with James Banks’s book Praying 
Together—Kindling a Passion for 

Prayer and your Bible. 

mailto:maryscifresministries@gmail.com

