
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday-Thursday from 9 AM – 1 PM  

 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM.    
We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for your 
family. 

Office Hours:  M—F  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

8:30 AM  WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 24, 2017 

 
Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:   
 Judy Atwood 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:   Jamie Foster 
 

 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director: 
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

 

Luke 15:20b-25, 31-32 

But while he was still far off, his father saw him and 

was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms 

around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, 

‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 

you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’  

But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a 

robe—the best one—and put  it on him; put a ring on 

his finger and sandals on his feet.  And get the       

fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate;  

for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he 

was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate.  

Now his elder son was in the field; and when he 

came and approached the house, he heard music 

and dancing.  

 

Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always   

with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had      

to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of 

yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost 

and has been found. 
 
                   
     Today’s Liturgist: David Beard 

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the  
First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande  

and to this service of worship.   
We are happy that you have joined us here today   

and hope that you will  find our worship meaningful. 
Please come to worship with us again soon.  

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


 Order of WorshiP 

September 24, 2017                                                                             8:30 AM  

 

 Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  

 Music by the Lord’s Crew 
  

      Gathering 
 
 

 *OPENING PRAISE                    Let All the Earth 
 
   WELCOMING OUR VISITORS 
 
 *PRAISE                                             Forever 
        How Great is Our God 
       More Love More Power 
   
 *SHARING GOD’S PEACE   
            

   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    
 

 Sharing Joys & Concerns 
 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 

         Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 
      
   SONG OF ILLUMINATION        God of All Splendor  
 

    SCRIPTURE              Luke 15:20b-25, 31-32 
     “… this parable is a window through which I can step into the Kingdom of God.”   

 

   SERMON             REUNION:  “Return to Grace”  

               …return to grace, living as reflections of God’s love, mercy and forgiveness…                    
      
   OFFERING SONG                  For the Beauty of the Earth 
 

   CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION  
 

   COMMUNION SONG               Speak to Me Lord 
 

 *FINAL BLESSING                      Doxology 
 
*CLOSING SONG          He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands 
 
 
 
*Worshipers stand as able               

 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by  

 

ENDOWMENT / ELT 
 

We thank you all for your        
service to our church! 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

                     Welcome to Worship!                                                

 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen             
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

                 WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                       OUR GIFTS 

 

          8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL              Weekly Offerings Budgeted:      $4,830 
Aug 27      28           72               100                Aug 27      Received:   $3,196 
Sep 3    44          74                118   Sep 3      Received:  $11,381 
Sep 10     32     80          112                 Sep 10      Received:  $ 9,351 
Sep 17      41           87                128   Sep 17       Received:   $1,968 
 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:                 $57,962 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:                                           $66,839 

 

   Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer   
 

 

  

 

The Children’s Center is hosting the 

“10th Annual Family Fun Day" on 

Saturday, October 14, 2017 from 

11:00 am-1:30 pm. You and your 

family will not want to miss the fun 

filled event. There will be a Trike-A-

Thon, Tri-Tip BBQ, lunch, games, 

face painting, bounce houses, a   

vegetable stand, and a pumpkin 

patch.  See Maddy after church to get 

your Tri Tip BBQ ticket or to help at 

the event.  The 

proceeds from      

this event will be 

used to purchase 

materials and     

supplies for the 

classrooms like paint, paper, glue, 

and other items. 

 

 

 

OCTOBER SPIRITUAL RETREAT 

TICKETS ON SALE TODAY 
 at UMW table after both services 

or at church office during office hours 

 
 
 
 
 

“When Love is at Your Core” 
The $20 ticket charge is to help   

defray the cost of the event 
 

Saturday, October 7 
9 AM to 3 PM 

Home of Bill and Sally Weitkamp 
 

 

OCTOBER IS UMM PANCAKE TIME 
UMM ALL-CHURCH PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15th 

 

All you can eat event!  
 

Menu: Pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausage, fruit, coffee and 
hot chocolate 
Cost: Adults $9; Youth $5; Kids 10 and under are FREE. 
Tickets: Go on sale after both services on October 1st and at 
the door the day of the event 

Monday—9/25   

 Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM—CH 

 Quilting Class-G McGuire—5:45 PM—CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—9/26 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH  

 Sew ‘n’ Sews plus Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 Nominating Committee—9:30 AM—PS 

 UMW Chair Yoga Class—11 AM—CH 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Wednesday—9/27 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Mary-Martha-Esther Cir—10 AM—MMR 

 Free Fellowship Dinner—5 PM—CH 

 Adult Study “Praying Together”—           
5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—9/28 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 UMW Boutique Crafts—10 AM—MMR 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Mission Team—1 PM—MMR 

 Family Fun Day Planning—5 PM—MMR 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Friday—9/29 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 
Saturday—9/30 

 Nothing currently scheduled 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

to my sister 

JUDY ATWOOD 

 

from Cristy Van Hook 

  
 The Faith We Sing is a songbook   
 that came out in 2000 to provide  
 additional music for worshipping 
 congregations in the United  
 Methodist Church.  Our choir sings 
 many introits, calls to prayer and

    responses from The Faith We Sing.   
 

The congregation will enjoy this additional music as soon as we purchase 
them.  We need another $1,500 (at least) to purchase these books.  We 
have some money available in 1-2 memorial accounts we can apply to-
ward this.  If you would like to contribute to the fund to purchase these 
books, just write a check and indicate THE FAITH WE SING on the memo. 



First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday—Thursday from 9 AM to 1 PM 
 

On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Via E-mail:  fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary Birgelaitis: revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program tours are given by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday between 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM - 3:30 
PM.   We invite you to visit and see if  we are a good fit for 
your family.  
 

Office Hours:  M—F from 9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:   
 Judy Atwood 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:    
 Jamie Foster 
 

 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director:  
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 
AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

 

First United Methodist Church  
 
 
                

   

Luke 15:20b-25, 31-32 
 

   Order of WorshiP  
 

September 24, 2017                                                           10:30 AM                                                                                      

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  

CENTERING WORDS  
 

Quickly, bring out the robes, the best ones. 
Put them on—and these golden rings, too! 

For my children who were lost are now found. 
Let us celebrate and rejoice! 

             
     

  WELCOMING OUR VISITORS 

                                                                             

  PRELUDE                         I Know Whom I Have Believed        James McGranahan 

   

*CALL TO WORSHIP  
  

      We worship a God of Grace who says to all, 
              “Bring out the best robes and put them on  
                      my returning children!  
         Put rings on their fingers and sandals on their feet! 
               Prepare a feast and let’s celebrate, 

               for they were dead, but now are alive; 
                     they were lost, but now are found!” 

        Thank you, God, for your forgiveness and for your faithful love! 
               Thank you, God, for rolling away our disgrace 
                      and making us new creations!  Amen. 

  
*OPENING HYMN       Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee            No. 89
         
  OPENING PRAYER (seated) 

 
      Loving Parent, Mother, Father God,  

      when we wander to distant places,  
      you watch the road and are ready to greet us 

      when finally we come home.  
      Whenever we are far from you,  

      remind us that we are your children, 
      the longing of your heart, 

      and give us the strength and courage  
      to return to your open arms.  

      When we have sinned against heaven and before you, 
      forgive us, for we are coming home!   Amen. 

 

  CHILDREN’S MOMENT                 Patti Melsheimer 
         Nursery care is available.  

Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers at this time.      
  

 

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the  
First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande  

and to this service of worship.   
We are happy that you have joined us here today   

and hope that you will  find our worship meaningful. 
Please come to worship with us again soon.  

But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was 

filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him 

and kissed him. Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have 

sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer     

worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his 

slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put    

it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his 

feet.  And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and 

celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; 

he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate.  

Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and 

approached the house, he heard music and dancing.  

Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, 

and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and    

rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has 

come to life; he was lost and has been found.’ 

 

            Today’s Liturgist: Virginia Mothes  

 

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen            
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

 

ENDOWMENT / ELT 
 

We thank you all for your       
service to our church! 

 

 

                        

            WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                                OUR GIFTS 
 

          8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL              Weekly Offerings Budgeted:      $4,830 
Aug 27     28        72                100                        Aug 27       Received: $  3,196 
Sep 3       44         74              118       Sep 3      Received:  $11,381 
Sep 10  32         80           112                      Sep 10      Received:  $ 9,351 
Sep 17       41         87              128       Sep 17        Received:   $ 1,968 
 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:                $57,962 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:                                                     $66,839 
         Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer  

  

 

 
 

                                 
 

OCTOBER SPIRITUAL RETREAT 
 

TICKETS ON SALE TODAY 
 at UMW table after both services 

or at church office during office hours 

 

 

 

 
“When Love is at Your Core” 

The $20 ticket charge is to help   
defray the cost of the event 

 

Saturday, October 7 
9 AM to 3 PM 

Home of Bill and Sally Weitkamp 

The Children’s Center is hosting 

the “10th Annual Family Fun Day" 

on Saturday, October 14, 2017 

from 11:00 am-1:30 pm. You and 

your  family will not want to miss 

the fun filled event. There will be a 

Trike-A-Thon, Tri-Tip BBQ lunch, 

games, face painting, bounce 

houses, a  vegetable stand, and a 

pumpkin patch. See Maddy after 

church to get your Tri Tip BBQ   

ticket or to help at the event.                 

The proceeds will be used to     

purchase materials 

and  supplies for 

the classrooms like 

paint, paper, glue, 

and other items. 

  
   
  A TIME OF PRAYER 

 

 Choral Call to Prayer                Awesome God     TFWS #2040 
 Congregational Prayer 
        Choral Response                      Awesome God     TFWS #2040 
 
  ANTHEM               Grace Alone           arr. Molly James 

                                               Lisa Davidson, violin   Rosslyn Claussen, cello 
                
  SCRIPTURE                                   Luke 15:20B-25, 31-32 

 

  “… this parable is a window through which I can step into the Kingdom of God.” 
            
  HYMN  (remain seated)       This is My Father’s World      No. 144
    

  SERMON                             REUNION:  Return to Grace  
  

      …return to grace, living as reflections of God’s love, mercy and forgiveness… 
 

  OFFERING  
                                         

         Invitation to the Offering 
         Offertory                                  Lamb of God                    Twila Paris 

       *Doxology/Blessing of the Offering 
 

       Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
         Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
            
*HYMN                                     How Great Thou Art                                No. 77 
  

*BENEDICTION  
 
   Go forth knowing  you are the sons and daughters of God! 
        We rejoice that we are welcomed and unconditionally loved. 
       Wear your robe and ring with great joy! 
        We will celebrate God’s forgiveness and amazing grace! 

 

  BENEDICTION RESPONSE 
  

   POSTLUDE                   Love Divine, All Loves Excelling         John Zundel 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Worshipers stand as able 
 

  © 2017 Mary Scifres for Mary Scifres Ministries.  Permission for reprint and ideas use granted to all subscribers 
and their local churches. For additional reprint permissions, contact maryscifresministries@gmail.com  

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

to my sister 

JUDY ATWOOD 

from Cristy Van Hook 

 

OCTOBER IS UMM PANCAKE TIME 
UMM ALL-CHURCH PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15th 

 

All you can eat event!   

Menu: Pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausage, fruit, coffee and 
hot chocolate 
Cost: Adults $9; Youth $5; Kids 10 and under are FREE. 
Tickets: Go on sale after both services on October 1st and at 
the door the day of the event 

  

 The Faith We Sing is a songbook   
 that came out in 2000 to provide  
 additional music for worshipping 
 congregations in the United  
 Methodist Church.  Our choir sings 
 many introits, calls to prayer and  
 responses from The Faith We Sing.   

 

The congregation will enjoy this additional music as soon as we purchase 
them.  We need another $1,500 (at least) to purchase these books.  We 
have some money available in 1-2 memorial accounts we can apply to-
ward this.  If you would like to contribute to the fund to purchase these 
books, just write a check and indicate THE FAITH WE SING on the memo. 

Monday—9/25   

 Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM—CH 

 Quilting Class-G McGuire—5:45 PM—CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—9/26 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH  

 Sew ‘n’ Sews plus Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 Nominating Committee—9:30 AM—PS 

 UMW Chair Yoga Class—11 AM—CH 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Wednesday—9/27 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Mary-Martha-Esther Cir—10 AM—MMR 

 Free Fellowship Dinner—5 PM—CH 

 Adult Study “Praying Together”—           
5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—9/28 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 UMW Boutique Crafts—10 AM—MMR 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Mission Team—1 PM—MMR 

 Family Fun Day Planning—5 PM—MMR 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Friday—9/29 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 
Saturday—9/30 

 Nothing currently scheduled 
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