
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday-Thursday from 9 AM – 1 PM  

 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM.    
We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for your 
family. 

Office Hours:  M—F  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 

                                     

 

ISAIAH 64:1-4, 6-8 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so 

that the mountains would quake at your presence— as when  

fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil— to 

make your name known to your adversaries, so that the na-

tions might tremble at your presence!  When you did awesome    

deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains 

quaked at your presence. From ages past no one has heard,   

no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, 

who works for those who wait for him. 

  

We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our right-

eous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and   

our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. There is no one who 

calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you    

have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the 

hand of our iniquity. Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the 

clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand.  
 

Mark 13:24-27, 32-37 
 

But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, 

and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling 

from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.  

Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with 

great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and 

gather  his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth 

to the ends of heaven. 
 

But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels       

in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep 

alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a 

man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 

slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the door-

keeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you     

do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 

evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he 

may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I     

say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’       
            Today’s Liturgist: Joseph Brown 

 

 

8:30 AM  WORSHIP SERVICE 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

December 3, 2017 

 
Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:   
 Judy Atwood 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:   Jamie Foster 
 

 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director: 
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the  
First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande  

and to this service of worship.   
We are happy that you have joined us here today   

and hope that you will  find our worship meaningful. 
Please come to worship with us again soon.  

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


 Order of WorshiP 
 

December 3, 2017                                                                             8:30 AM 
 

 First Sunday of Advent 
 

      Gathering 
 
 

 *OPENING PRAISE                  Love Come Down 

              
   WELCOMING OUR VISITORS 
 

   PRAISE                           Wonderful Merciful Savior 
                                                   Because He Lives 
       Heal Our Land 
 

 *SHARING GOD’S PEACE   
            

   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    
 

 Sharing Joys & Concerns 
 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 

         Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 
      
   SONG OF ILLUMINATION   Amazing Grace, My Chains are Gone 
 

   ADVENT CANDLE BLESSING/PRAYER 
 
    SCRIPTURE              Isaiah 64:1-4, 6-8 
    Mark 13:24-27, 32-37 
     
   SERMON                            ADVENT HIGHWAYS:   
          Turn Around                       
 

   OFFERING SONG       Grace That is Greater Than All Our Sin 

 

   CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION  
 

   COMMUNION                 On Bended Knee 
 

   FINAL BLESSING       Through It All 
 

*CLOSING                   I Have Decided 
 
*Worshipers stand as able               

 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

UMW POTLUCK/ 
Communication Team 

 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by  

 

Staff-Parish Relations Team 
 

We thank you all for your        
service to our church! 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

                     Welcome to Worship!                                                

 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen             
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

 

You are invited to      
sign up for flowers for  

a special occasion  
or memorial 

Monday—12/4 

 Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM—CH 

 Quilting Class-McGuire—5:45 PM—CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—12/5 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH  

 Sew ‘n’ Sews + Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga Class—11 AM—CH 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Wednesday—12/6 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9:00 AM 

 Free Fellowship Dinner—5 PM—CH 

 Adult Study Class—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—12/7  

 People’s Kitchen Prep—8 AM—K—
leave to serve at 11:15 AM 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 Worship Team—6 PM—PS 
Friday—12/8 

  Bible Study—8:30 AM—L   
Saturday—12/9 

 Christmas Giveaway—11:00 AM to 
2:00 PM—CH, K, N, Parking Lot 

        Set up begins at 8:00 AM 

TODAY UMW PRESENTS 

 Christmas Potluck 

And advent Wreath 

Making party 
 Sunday, December 3 at 11:30         

Bring a favorite Family Christmas 

Dish.  After enjoying this Christ-

mas potluck  each family group 

will make an Advent Wreath to 

take home and celebrate Advent 

together.  A donation of $10 for 

materials is suggested.  

 

 

 

 

It’s the UMM Annual 

JUBILEE 
Friday, December 15th 

7:00 PM-9:30 PM 

Criswell Hall 
The event includes a stage 

show, free refreshments       

and fellowship.  Most of the 

performers are members of 

our congregation—with magic, 

song and dance, music, other 

specialty acts & presentations. 
 

FAMILY EVENT 
 

Free dessert table and coffee, 

tea, and hot chocolate  

 

CHRISTMAS   

 
Saturday, December 9, 11:00 AM — 2:00 PM   

 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH PARKING LOT AREA 
 

 NEW SOCKS             JACKETS & COATS  WARM CLOTHES 
       CHRISTMAS GIFTS         BLANKETS     and MUCH MORE !! 

 

Helping those in need and the  homeless of our community 

 

 

 

  The Angel Tree 
 

The Angel Tree was set up in the Narthex 
during the Hanging of the Greens! 
The Angel Tree gifts are for foster       
children and other needy children           

in San Luis Obispo County. 
 Please take the original gift tag and  

attach this  tag to the gift you purchase.  
PIease write your name on the duplicate 

tag and leave it on the tree.  I request 
the duplicate tag in case you lose the 
original tag, as then I know the child’s 

name and which Social Worker the child 
is assigned to.  You must attach the origi-
nal tag to your UNWRAPPED gift or gifts, 
and bring them to church on Sundays in 
December or bring your UNWRAPPED 
gifts to the church office. You can use 

the duplicate tag on your  gift if you lose 
the original.  All gifts to be brought to 

the church no later than December 20. 
 

Blessings to you all ~ Jan Treat 

                 WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                       OUR GIFTS 
 

          8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL              Weekly Offerings Budgeted:      $4,830 
Nov 5   41      91          132            Nov 5      Received:  $7,256 
Nov 12    44             81               125             Nov 12     Received:  $4,473 
Nov 19    52             91          143            Nov 19    Received:  $4,269 (revised) 

Nov 26   41              78          119             Nov 26    Received: $2,496 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:                                              $106,264 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:     $120,558 
Thanksgiving Received:   $2,546 
Thanksgiving Plan:             $3,100               Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer   

ADVENT WEDNESDAY 
ADULT STUDY CLASS 

 

FAITHFUL: Christmas Through 
the Eyes of Joseph 

 

by Adam Hamilton 
Wednesdays in December:  

6th, 13th, 20th, 27th 
Criswell Hall 5:45-6:45 PM 



First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
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Monday—Thursday from 9 AM to 1 PM 
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Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:   
 Judy Atwood 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:    
 Jamie Foster 
 

 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director:  
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 
AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

 

First United Methodist Church  

 

   Order of WorshiP  
 

December 3, 2017                                                                  10:30 AM 

      First Sunday of Advent 
 
 

CENTERING WORDS  
 

God’s arrival shakes up everything like a mighty earthquake.  
Prepare for change, for this isn’t just a season of waiting;  

this is a season of anticipating God breaking into our world. 
 

                                                                                    
      WELCOMING OUR VISITORS 
                                                                              
    PRELUDE                     O Come, O Come, Emmanuel        Thomas Helmore 

                                                          from 13th Century song 
 

    CHORAL INTROIT       The King of Glory Comes  verse 1            TFWS #2091 
 

  *CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

 We are waiting,  
 waiting for a change. 

 Christ is coming, 
 ready to shake us up. 

 Ready or not, we face this truth: 
 Christ is coming.  
 Christ is coming soon. 

 *OPENING HYMN                   Hail to the Lord’s Anointed                                 No. 203
          

   OPENING PRAYER 
 

 Christ of Christmas,   
 break into this holy season  

 with your promise of new life.  
 Birth us anew, as we await your arrival.  
 Re-form us and re-form our world.  
 Open our eyes to see and our ears to hear, 

 that we may perceive your presence  
and celebrate the changes  

you bring to our world.  
 In your name, we pray. Amen. 

 

    ANTHEM           Advent Noel        Page and Shafferman 

  
   ADVENT CANDLE BLESSING/PRAYER          Carolyn Russell 
  

  CHILDREN’S MOMENT                           
 Nursery care is available.  

Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers at this time.        

 

ISAIAH 64:1-4, 6-8 
 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so 

that the mountains would quake at your presence— as when  

fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil— to 

make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations 

might tremble at your presence!  When you did awesome    

deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains 

quaked at your presence. From ages past no one has heard,   

no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, 

who works for those who wait for him. 

  

We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our right-

eous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and   

our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. There is no one who 

calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you    

have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the 

hand of our iniquity. Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the 

clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand.  
 

Mark 13:24-27, 32-37 
 

But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, 

and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling 

from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.  

Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great 

power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather  

his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the 

ends of heaven. 
 

But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels       

in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep 

alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a 

man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 

slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the door-

keeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you     

do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 

evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he 

may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I     

say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’   
                Today’s Liturgist: Barbara Reineke 
  

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the  
First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande  

and to this service of worship.   
We are happy that you have joined us here today   

and hope that you will  find our worship meaningful. 
Please come to worship with us again soon.  

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen            
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

UMW POTLUCK/ 
Communications Team 

 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

 

Staff-Parish Relations Team 
 

We thank you all for your         
service to our church! 

 

 
     
 A TIME OF PRAYER 

 

 Choral Call to Prayer                Sanctuary     TFWS #2164 
 Congregational Prayer  
        Choral Response                      Sanctuary     TFWS #2164 
             
  SCRIPTURE                              Isaiah 64:1-4, 6-8 
    Mark 13:24-27, 32-37 
 

  HYMN  (remain seated)    Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                 No. 196
           

  SERMON                      ADVENT HIGHWAYS: 
              Turn Around                    
  OFFERING 
                                          

       Invitation to the Offering 
  Offertory           Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence                 Arr. Lloyd Larson 

*Doxology/Blessing of the Offering 
 

       Praise God, whose dawn transfigures night. Whose Daystar shines for us on high,  
         Whose Spirit brings into our sight. The Hope to which our world draws nigh. 
 

   SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION                   Hymnal, page 15 
  

   Communion Music                Breath of Heaven       Amy Grant/Chris Eaton 
 

*HYMN                      Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates                No. 213 
 

*BENEDICTION            
 

Go to change the world: 
with random acts of kindness, 
with quiet words of hope, 
with dramatic gifts of love, 
and warm welcomes to every stranger you meet. 

We go to change the world! 
                                                                     
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE      Emmanuel, Emmanuel                           No. 204 

      

 Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel. 
God with us, revealed in us, his name is called Emmanuel. 

         
  POSTLUDE                       I Sing the Mighty Power of God           Isaac Watts
                                         
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Worshipers stand as able 
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You are invited to      
sign up for flowers for  

a special occasion  
or memorial 

 

 

 

  

The Angel Tree 
 

The Angel Tree was set up in the Narthex 
during the Hanging of the Greens! 
The Angel Tree gifts are for foster       
children and other needy children           

in San Luis Obispo County. 
 Please take the original gift tag and  

attach this  tag to the gift you purchase.  
PIease write your name on the duplicate 

tag and leave it on the tree.  I request 
the duplicate tag in case you lose the 
original tag, as then I know the child’s 

name and which Social Worker the child 
is assigned to.  You must attach the origi-
nal tag to your UNWRAPPED gift or gifts, 
and bring them to church on Sundays in 
December or bring your UNWRAPPED 
gifts to the church office. You can use 

the duplicate tag on your  gift if you lose 
the original.  All gifts to be brought to 

the church no later than December 20. 
Blessings to you all ~ Jan Treat 

 

 
 
 
 

It’s the UMM Annual 

JUBILEE 
Friday, December 15th 

7:00 PM-9:30 PM 

Criswell Hall 
The event includes a stage 

show, free refreshments       

and fellowship.  Most of the 

performers are members of 

our congregation—with magic, 

song and dance, music, other 

specialty acts & presentations. 
 

FAMILY EVENT 
 

Free dessert table and coffee, 

tea, and hot chocolate  

 

CHRISTMAS   

Saturday, December 9, 11:00 AM — 2:00 PM 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH PARKING LOT AREA 

 NEW SOCKS        JACKETS & COATS     WARM CLOTHES 
       CHRISTMAS GIFTS         BLANKETS     and MUCH MORE !! 

 

Helping those in need and the  homeless of our community 

                 WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                       OUR GIFTS 
 

          8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL              Weekly Offerings Budgeted:      $4,830 
Nov 5      41           91          132            Nov 5      Received:  $7,256 
Nov 12    44             81            125         Nov 12     Received:  $4,473 
Nov 19    52             91          143        Nov 19     Received: $4,269 (revised) 

Nov 26   41              78     119         Nov 26   Received: $2,496 
 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:                                   $106,264 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:                              $120,558 
Thanksgiving Received:   $2,546 
Thanksgiving Plan:             $3,100                     Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer   

Monday—12/4 

 Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM—CH 

 Quilting Class-McGuire—5:45 PM—CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—12/5 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH  

 Sew ‘n’ Sews + Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga Class—11 AM—CH 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Wednesday—12/6 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9:00 AM 

 Free Fellowship Dinner—5 PM—CH 

 Adult Study Class—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—12/7  

 People’s Kitchen Prep—8 AM—K—
leave to serve at 11:15 AM 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 Worship Team—6 PM—PS 
Friday—12/8 

  Bible Study—8:30 AM—L   
Saturday—12/9 

 Christmas Giveaway—11:00 AM to 
2:00 PM—CH, K, N, Parking Lot 

        Set up begins at 8:00 AM 

TODAY UMW PRESENTS 

 Christmas Potluck 

And advent Wreath 

Making party 
 Sunday, December 3 at 11:30         

Bring a favorite Family Christmas 

Dish.  After enjoying this Christ-

mas potluck  each family group 

will make an Advent Wreath to 

take home and celebrate Advent 

together.  A donation of $10 for 

materials is suggested.  

ADVENT WEDNESDAY 
ADULT STUDY CLASS 

 

FAITHFUL: Christmas Through 
the Eyes of Joseph 

 

by Adam Hamilton 
Wednesdays in December:  

6th, 13th, 20th, 27th 
Criswell Hall 5:45-6:45 PM 

ADVENT WEDNESDAY 
ADULT STUDY CLASS 

 

FAITHFUL: Christmas Through 
the Eyes of Joseph 

 

by Adam Hamilton 
 

Wednesdays in December:  
6th, 13th, 20th, 27th 

Criswell Hall 5:45-6:45 PM 

mailto:maryscifresministries@gmail.com

