
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday-Thursday from 9 AM – 1 PM  

 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM.    
We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for your 
family. 

Office Hours:  M—F  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 

                                 

 How very good and pleasant it is 

    when kindred live together in unity! 

It is like the precious oil on the head, 

    running down upon the beard, 

on the beard of Aaron, 

    running down over the collar of his robes. 

It is like the dew of Hermon, 

    which falls on the mountains of Zion. 

For there the LORD ordained his blessing, 

    life forevermore. 
 

John 20:19-31 
 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, 

and the doors of the house where the disciples had met 

were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said 

this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disci-

ples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them 

again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 

send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them 

and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the 

sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of 

any, they are retained.” 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, 

was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples 

told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 

“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my 

finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will 

not believe.” 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and 

Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus 

came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 

you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see 

my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do 

not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord 

and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed be-

cause you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 

seen and yet have come to believe.” 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disci-

ples, which are not written in this book. But these are written 

so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messi-

ah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may 

have life in his name.  
     Today’s Liturgist: Joseph Brown 
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Missionary (retired):  Judy Atwood 
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Psalm 133 
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Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

MARY-MARTHA-ESTHER CIRCLE 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by  

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS 
 

We thank you all for your        
service to our church! 

 

Order of WorshiP 
 

April 8, 2018                                                                           8:30 AM 

Second Sunday of Easter 
  
  
   

      Gathering 
     
     OPENING PRAISE            All the People Said Amen     
                                       
 

    WELCOMING OUR VISITORS            
 

    PRAISE      Wonderful Merciful Savior 
          Forever 
                                     Amazing Grace My Chains Are Gone 
 
   SHARING GOD’S PEACE   
            

   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                 

 Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 

         Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 
           
   SONG OF ILLUMINATION     All Who Trust 
 

    SCRIPTURE         Psalm 133 
      John 20:19-31 
            
   SERMON           THE POWER OF LOVE: Love Reassures    
     

   OFFERING SONG        For the Beauty of the Earth 

   CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION     
 

   COMMUNION              Holy Spirit 
 

   FINAL BLESSING        Bind Us Together 
 

 *CLOSING   Build Your Kingdom Here  
 
 
 

   
 
 
*Worshipers stand as able               

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

                     Welcome to Worship!                                                

 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen             
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

 

Happy 56th 

Anniversary on 

April 7 to Chuck 

and Betty Ashton 

NEXT SUNDAY, APRIL 15, IS  
NATIVE AMERICAN MINISTRIES  

SUNDAY 
 

This special offering 
supports Native  

American outreach 
ministries and  

provides scholarships           
for United Methodist  

Native American  
seminarians. 

Monday—4/9 

 UMM Cabinet Meeting—9 AM—L 

 Emergency  Food Pantry-1 PM—CH   

 Quilting Class-McGuire—5:45 PM—
CH  

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—4/10 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Sew ‘n’ Sews, Knitters—9 AM—
MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga—11 AM—CH 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 Trustees—7 PM—PS 
Wednesday—4/11 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9:00 AM  

 UMW Steering—9:30 AM—L 

 Free Dinner—5 PM—CH 

 Adult Study Group—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—4/12 

 Senior Exercise —8:30 AM—CH 

 No Boutique Crafts Today—
resumes on 4/26 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Writing Class—1:30 PM—MMR 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Friday—4/13 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 

 May Castanet articles deadline at 
Noon—Church Office 

Saturday—4/14 

 Nothing currently scheduled  

Five Cities-Pismo Beach AAUW  
presents an afternoon of  

Bingo, Bingo, Bingo 
 

Saturday, April 21 ~ Tickets $15 
8 Bingo Games with Prizes 

Doors open at 12:30 pm 
Games begin at 1:00 pm 
 

Provides scholarships to  
local girls, and books to 

 Lucia Mar USD 
 elementary school students 

 

Contact Priscilla Alquist 
for tickets and information 

 

             WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                       OUR GIFTS 
 

          8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL              Weekly Offerings Budgeted:      $4,830 
Mar 11     32           77             109                Mar 11     Received:    $2,574 
Mar 18      50          115             165               Mar 18    Received:    $4,619 
Mar 25      51    106        157                Mar 25    Received:    $2,392 
Apr 1     76         162            238                 Apr 1       Received:    $6,987 
   

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:    $193,208 

Fiscal Year to Date Received:          $214,334        

Easter Gifts Budgeted:   $3,100              
Easter Gifts Received:   $3,176                                   
     Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer  

ELT SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATIONS 
NOW AVAILABLE 
 
Active participants 
in our church who 
will be attending 
Fall 2018   classes at a university, 
community college, or technical 
school may apply for an Everett Lee  

 
Taylor (ELT) Scholarship. 
 

The ELT Scholarship applications, 
which are available on the church 
website, www.worshipweekly.com, 
are due to the church office by     
May 15, 2018. 
  

Requirements for the scholarship 
are listed on the application. 
    

April 27, Friday— UMW Book Club  
Discussing A BUS TO CORINTH by Ladine  
Housholder — 11 AM—McMillen Room 
May 6, Sunday — UMM Taco Delight—
after second service—Adults $10, Youth 
$5, Kids under 10, Free. — Criswell Hall  
May 12, Saturday — UMW Ladies 
Luncheon with Retro Fashion Show —
$12, 11 AM-3 PM —Criswell Hall 
May 17, Thursday — UMM Adventure 
Trip to Melfred Borzall manufacturing 
plant in Santa Maria—1 AM– 3 PM—
Ride-on Transportation or private car 
June 3, Sunday—UMM Coffee N’ Art 
Show — 11:30-1 PM—Criswell Hall 
June 9, Saturday — AGUMCC Golf Tour-
nament —Monarch Dunes Golf Course 
—contact Maddy Quaglino for details 
June 10, Sunday — All Church BBQ —
more information to come 

 

 WEDNESDAY STUDY CLASS 
APRIL 4th—MAY 9th

 

 

5:45 PM ~ CRISWELL HALL 
MOSES: In the Footsteps of the  

Reluctant Prophet  by Adam Hamilton 
 

Retrace the life of Moses from birth  
and rescue as a baby to the courts of   
Pharaoh, from herding 
flocks to Midian to leading 
his people out of Egypt. 
 

Join Adam Hamilton’s  
travels from Egypt to Mt. 
Sinai, the Nile, the Red 
Sea, and the wilderness  
exploring the sites of       
Moses’ life. Using historical Infor-
mation, archaeological data, and         
biblical text, Hamilton guides us in the 
footsteps of Moses who grew in his   
relationship with God and successfully 
fulfilled his given role. 

 

Books are available    
  Facilitated by Judy Atwood 
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North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired): Judy Atwood 
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Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director:  
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First United Methodist Church  

   

 

   Order of WorshiP  
 

April 8,  2018                                                                                 10:30 AM 

Second Sunday of Easter 
Communion Sunday 

 
CENTERING WORDS 

 

“Faith keeps many doubts in her pay. If I could not doubt, 
I should not believe.” 

              ~ Henry David Thoreau 
 

        PRELUDE I Found a Friend/What a Friend I Have in Jesus  
   Stebbins/Converse       
     INTROIT            Majesty                           
                                                                            
   *CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

  Breathing new life into our days, 
  God’s Spirit has called us here. 

  Breathing faith into our doubts, 
  God’s Spirit is with us now. 

  Breathing love into our world, 
  God’s Spirit makes us one. 
 

*OPENING HYMN                     Christ is Alive                                No. 318 
    
     WELCOMING OUR VISITORS                                  
       

     OPENING PRAYER         

 

   Holy Spirit, breathe upon us with your loving presence this day.  
   Open our eyes, ears, and minds to the wisdom you are bringing.  
   Bind us together as one body that worships together— 

   a body that shares the gifts you bring.  
   In your holy name, we pray. Amen  

 

    CHILDREN’S MOMENT           Judy Atwood 

Nursery care is available. 

Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers at this time. 
     
   A TIME OF PRAYER 

 

  Choral Call to Prayer                   He is Lord                No. 177 
     Congregational Prayer     
 Choral Response                     He is Lord            No. 177 

How very good and pleasant it is 

    when kindred live together in unity! 

It is like the precious oil on the head, 

    running down upon the beard, 

on the beard of Aaron, 

    running down over the collar of his robes. 

It is like the dew of Hermon, 

    which falls on the mountains of Zion. 

For there the LORD ordained his blessing, 

    life forevermore. 
 

John 20:19-31 
 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the 

week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had 

met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 

stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After 

he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 

the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said 

to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has 

sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he 

breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 

Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; 

if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, 

was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disci-

ples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 

them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and 

put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his 

side, I will not believe.” 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and 

Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Je-

sus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 

with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here 

and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my 

side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, 

“My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you be-

lieved because you have seen me? Blessed are those 

who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his dis-

ciples, which are not written in this book. But these are 

written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you 

may have life in his name.              
                                  Today’s Liturgist: Barbara Reineke 

Psalm 133 

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

MARY-MARTHA-ESTHER CIRCLE 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

 

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS  
 

We thank you all for your         
service to our church! 

 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 CHORAL ANTHEM                          Irresistible      arr. Russell Mauldin

                   B. G. Perriguey, soloist 
 

 SCRIPTURE                    Psalm 133 
                                                      John 20:19-31 

 

  HYMN (remain seated)                The Strife is O’er          No. 306  

 

  SERMON    THE POWER OF LOVE: Love Reassures 
 

  OFFERING 
                                          

       Invitation to the Offering      
  Offertory                 Lead Me Lord       Samuel Wesley  
*Doxology/Blessing of the Offering       
 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

 

  SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION                                  Hymnal, page 15 
 

     Communion Song               The Love of God       Frederich M. Lehman 

 

 *CLOSING HYMN                    Thine Be the Glory                     No. 308 

     
*BENEDICTION 

          

Breathing new life into our days, 
God’s Spirit has blessed this day. 

Breathing faith into our doubts, 
God’s Spirit strengthens our journeys. 

Breathing love into our world, 
God’s Spirit sends us forth to love and to serve. 

  
BENEDICTION RESPONSE               Alleluia, Amen                                No. 90 
 

 POSTLUDE           And Can It Be? (Amazing Love)   
                    Charles Wesley/Thomas Campbell                                                              

                      

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Worshipers stand as able 
 

© 2017 Mary Scifres for Mary Scifres Ministries. Permission for reprint and ideas use granted to all subscribers 
and their local churches. For additional reprint permissions, contact maryscifresministries@gmail.com  

 

 

 WEDNESDAY STUDY CLASS 
APRIL 4th—MAY 9th

 

 

5:45 PM ~ CRISWELL HALL 
MOSES: In the Footsteps of the  

Reluctant Prophet  by Adam Hamilton 
 

Retrace the life of Moses from birth  
and rescue as a baby to the courts of   
Pharaoh, from herding 
flocks to Midian to leading 
his people out of Egypt. 
 

Join Adam Hamilton’s  
travels from Egypt to Mt. 
Sinai, the Nile, the Red 
Sea, and the wilderness  
exploring the sites of       
Moses’ life. Using historical Infor-
mation, archaeological data, and         
biblical text, Hamilton guides us in the 
footsteps of Moses who grew in his   
relationship with God and successfully 
fulfilled his given role. 

 

Books are available  
     Facilitated by Judy Atwood 

 

             WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                       OUR GIFTS 
 

          8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL              Weekly Offerings Budgeted:      $4,830 
Mar 11    32           77             109                Mar 11     Received:    $2,574 
Mar 18   50          115             165            Mar 18    Received:    $4,619 
Mar 25   51       106        157                Mar 25    Received:    $2,392 
Apr 1     76         162            238                Apr 1       Received:    $6,987 
   

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:        $193,208 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:           $214,334  

 

      Easter Gifts Budgeted:   $3,100                        
      Easter Gifts Received:   $3,176   
                                       Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer  

ELT SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATIONS 
NOW AVAILABLE 
 
Active participants 
in our church who 
will be attending 
Fall 2018   classes at a university, 
community college, or technical 
school  
 

may apply for an Everett Lee  
Taylor (ELT) Scholarship. 
 

The ELT Scholarship applications, 
which are available on the church 
website, www.worshipweekly.com, 
are due to the church office by     
May 15, 2018. 
  

Requirements for the scholarship 
are listed on the application. 
    

April 27, Friday— UMW Book Club  
Discussing A BUS TO CORINTH by Ladine  
Housholder — 11 AM—McMillen Room 
May 6, Sunday — UMM Taco Delight—
after second service—Adults $10, Youth 
$5, Kids under 10, Free. — Criswell Hall  
May 12, Saturday — UMW Ladies 
Luncheon with Retro Fashion Show —
$12, 11 AM—3 PM —Criswell Hall 
May 17, Thursday — UMM Adventure 
Trip to Melfred Borzall manufacturing 
plant in Santa Maria—1 AM– 3 PM—
Ride-on Transportation or private car 
June 3, Sunday—UMM Coffee N’ Art 
Show — 11:30-1 PM—Criswell Hall 
June 9, Saturday — AGUMCC Golf Tour-
nament —Monarch Dunes Golf Course 
—contact Maddy Quaglino for details 
June 10, Sunday — All Church BBQ —
more information to come 

 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen            
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

Monday—4/9 

 UMM Cabinet Meeting—9 AM—L 

 Emergency  Food Pantry-1 PM—CH   

 Quilting Class-McGuire—5:45 PM—
CH  

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—4/10 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Sew ‘n’ Sews, Knitters—9 AM—
MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga—11 AM—CH 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 Trustees—7 PM—PS 
Wednesday—4/11 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9:00 AM  

 UMW Steering—9:30 AM—L 

 Free Dinner—5 PM—CH 

 Adult Study Group—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—4/12 

 Senior Exercise —8:30 AM—CH 

 No Boutique Crafts Today—
resumes on 4/26 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Writing Class—1:30 PM—MMR 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Friday—4/13 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 

 May Castanet articles deadline at 
Noon—Church Office 

Saturday—4/14 

 Nothing currently scheduled  

Happy 56th 

Anniversary on 

April 7 to Chuck 

and Betty Ashton 

NEXT SUNDAY, APRIL 15, IS  
NATIVE AMERICAN MINISTRIES  

SUNDAY 
 

This special offering 
supports Native  

American outreach 
ministries and  

provides scholarships           
for United Methodist  

Native American  
seminarians. 

Five Cities-Pismo Beach AAUW  
presents an afternoon of  

Bingo, Bingo, Bingo 
 

Saturday, April 21 ~ Tickets $15 
8 Bingo Games with Prizes 

Doors open at 12:30 pm 
Games begin at 1:00 pm 
 

Provides scholarships to  
local girls, and books to 

 Lucia Mar USD 
 elementary school students 

 

Contact Priscilla Alquist 
for tickets and information 

mailto:maryscifresministries@gmail.com

