
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday-Thursday from 9 AM – 1 PM  

 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM.    
We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for your 
family. 

Office Hours:  M—Th  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  fumcc@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 18, 2018 

 
Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired):  Judy Atwood 
Lay Leader: Patti Melsheimer 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:  Jamie Foster 

 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director: 
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

8:30 AM  WORSHIP SERVICE   

 

 
We welcome you to the First United Methodist Church of  Arroyo 

Grande and are happy that you have joined us here today.  
Please come to worship with us again soon.  

1 Samuel 1:4-20 

 

On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions 

to his wife Peninnah and to all her sons and daughters; but 

to Hannah he gave a double portion, because he loved 

her, though the LORD had closed her womb.  Her rival used 

to provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the LORD  

had closed her womb. So it went on year by year; as often 

as she went up to the house of the LORD, she used to pro-

voke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. Her 

husband Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? 

Why do you not eat? Why is your heart sad? Am I not more 

to you than ten sons?” 
 

After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and   

presented herself before the LORD. Now Eli the priest was sit-

ting on the seat beside the doorpost of the temple of 

the LORD. She was deeply distressed and prayed to the LORD, 

and wept bitterly. She made this vow: “O LORD of hosts, if on-

ly you will look on the misery of your servant, and remember 

me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your servant 

a male child, then I will set him before you as a nazirite until 

the day of his death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxi-

cants, and no razor shall touch his head.”  As she continued 

praying before the LORD, Eli observed her mouth. Hannah 

was praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was 

not heard; therefore Eli thought she was drunk. So Eli said to 

her, “How long will you make a drunken spectacle of your-

self?  Put away your wine.”  But Hannah answered, “No, my 

lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I have drunk neither 

wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul 

before the LORD. Do not regard your servant as a   worthless 

woman, for I have been speaking out of my great anxiety 

and vexation all this time.” Then Eli answered, “Go in peace; 

the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to 

him.” And she said, “Let your servant find favor in your sight.” 

Then the woman went to her quarters, ate and drank with 

her husband, and her countenance was sad no longer. 

 

They rose early in the morning and worshiped before 

the LORD; then they went back to their house at Ramah. 

Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the LORD remembered 

her. In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son.  She 

named him Samuel, for she said, “I have asked him of 

the LORD.”                                  Today’s Liturgist: Sharon Roemer 
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Order of WorshiP 

 

November 18, 2018                                                                             8:30 AM 

  
Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

  
  

      Gathering 
      
 
    BELL INTROIT         We Gather Together      arr. Janet Lenker and Jane McFadden 

                
    WELCOMING OUR VISITORS 
 
    BELL ANTHEM     Now the Green Blade Riseth  arr. Kevin McChesney    
          
    PRAISE                                Oh Lord You’re Beautiful                            
                                                         All the Heavens 
                                                    Let the Waters Rise                                               

 

    SHARING GOD’S PEACE      
            

    PRAYERS                   

   

         Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 

 

           
    SONG OF ILLUMINATION         Ancient Words 
 

    SCRIPTURE            1 Samuel 1:4-20  
      
    SERMON                            Barrenness and Thanksgiving”    

               Dick Best, guest preacher               

    OFFERING                          Praise the Lord 
 
    CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION 

 

    COMMUNION                        Come Just As You Are 
 

    FINAL BLESSING                           Cares Chorus 
 

 *CLOSING                                   My Lighthouse 

 
 
 
 *Worshipers stand as able               

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

                     Welcome to Worship!                                                

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen             
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

AGUM CHILDREN’S CENTER 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

 

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE 
 

We thank you all for your         
service to our church! 

                          WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                          OUR GIFTS 
           8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL           Weekly Offerings Budgeted:       $5,258  
    

Oct 21 54              95         149   Oct 21     Received:   $3,019 
Oct 28  46              83   129  Oct 28   Received:  $2,263 
Nov  4   51     103    154  Nov  4     Received:  $13,171 
Nov 11   42               83    125          Nov 11   Received:   $7,602 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:                                         $105,170 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:            $108,581 
                                      
   * Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30   

 

Please consider 
your Church when 
doing your year 
end tax planning 
 

       You may gain significant tax 
advantage when required IRA 
distributions or appreciated stock 
are donated directly to a charity.  
Please consult your tax advisor 
for details.             
       Donations to our church may 
be made to the general fund or 
one of the endowment funds.  
Endowments are gifts that keep 
on giving, year after year. 

 

~Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer 

 CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS 

 

Ecumenical Thanksgiving.....Nov. 20 

Hanging of the Greens.....Dec. 1 

Tinsel, Tunes and Treats.....Dec. 2 

Parking Lot Giveaway.....Dec. 8 

UMC Christmas Extravaganza.....Dec. 14 

Holiday Sing-Along — Clark Center.....Dec. 16 

PENNIES FOR TURKEYS—TURN IN TODAY! 
It’s time to collect your pennies and spare change to 
help families who are in need in our community.   
 

Did you know that for every $1 you give, it has a value of $10 at the Food Pantry? 

Take home a “Piggy Bank” from the narthex and return it by Sunday, Nov. 18.   
100% of your contribution will be given  to the Five Cities Christian Women’s 
Food Pantry. Our goal this year is to raise $200. Thank you for your support. 

 

~ Maddy Quaglino, Children’s Center Dir. & Judy Atwood, Mission Team Chair ~ 

SAVE THE DATE ! 
December 8, 2018 

 

CHRISTMAS GIVEAWAY 

 In Our UMC Parking Lot 

 

Need—Volunteers 

Need—Christmas Gifts 

Need—Blankets, Jackets 

Need—Winter Clothing—                                                          

In clean and good repair 
 

Contact 
Chuck & Betty 
Ashton 

Monday—11/19 

 Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM—CH  

 G. McGuire Quilting Class-5:45 PM-CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—11/20 

 Sew ‘n’ Sews + Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga—11 AM—CH  

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Wednesday—11/21 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 AGUMCC Giving Celebration—            
12 noon—CH  

 Dinner and Adult Study on Break 
PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—11/22 

 THANKSGIVING 

 Church Office 
Closed 

Friday—11/23 

 Bible Study—
8:30 AM—L 

Saturday—11/24 
Nothing currently scheduled 

 

Today our guest preacher 
at both services is 

DICK BEST 

Thank you for being with us! 

 

 

In memory of my 

loving husband,  

Michael Gagner 

 

from Stacy Inman  

 

Annual South County 
Ecumenical 

Thanksgiving Service 
 

“Harvest of Grace” 
 

Tuesday, November 20, 7:00 PM 
hosted this year at our Church, 

First United Methodist Church of AG 

Sponsoring churches: 
 Community Presbyterian Church of Pismo Beach  
 First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande 

Nipomo Community Presbyterian Church  
 St. Barnabas’ Episcopal Church  
 St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Please bring a canned or dry good or two for the 
Food Pantry; worship offering will be shared with 
“Shower the People” mobile shower program. 

 

Annual South County 
Ecumenical 

Thanksgiving Service 
 

“Harvest of Grace” 
 

Tuesday, November 20, 7:00 PM 
hosted this year at our Church, 

First United Methodist Church of AG 

Sponsoring churches: 
 Community Presbyterian Church of Pismo Beach  
 First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande 

Nipomo Community Presbyterian Church  
 St. Barnabas’ Episcopal Church  
 St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Please bring a canned or dry good or two for the 
Food Pantry; worship offering will be shared with 
“Shower the People” mobile shower program. 

In memory of my 

loving husband,  

Michael Gagner 

 

from Stacy Inman  



First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday—Thursday from 9 AM to 1 PM 
 

On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Via E-mail:  fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary Birgelaitis: revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program tours are given by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday between 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM—
3:30 PM.   We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit 
for your family.  
 

Office Hours:  M—F from 9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
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Lay Leader: Patti Melsheimer  
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
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 Jamie Foster 
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Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director:  
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 
 
AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 
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of Arroyo Grande 

 

 
  

 

      

    
We welcome you to the First United Methodist Church of Arroyo 

Grande and are happy that you have joined us here today. 
Please come to worship with us again soon.  

On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to 

his wife Peninnah and to all her sons and daughters; but to    

Hannah he gave a double portion, because he loved her, 

though the LORD had closed her womb.  Her rival used to       

provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the LORD had 

closed her womb. So it went on year by year; as often as she 

went up to the house of the LORD, she used to provoke her. 

Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. Her husband 

Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do       

you not eat? Why is your heart sad? Am I not more to you     

than ten sons?” 
 

After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and   

presented herself before the LORD. Now Eli the priest was sitting 

on the seat beside the doorpost of the temple of the LORD. She 

was deeply distressed and prayed to the LORD, and wept bitter-

ly. She made this vow: “O LORD of hosts, if only you will look on 

the misery of your servant, and remember me, and not forget 

your servant, but will give to your servant a male child, then I 

will set him before you as a nazirite until the day of his death. He 

shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch 

his head.”  As she continued praying before the LORD, Eli         

observed her mouth. Hannah was praying silently; only her lips 

moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli thought she 

was drunk. So Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken 

spectacle of yourself?  Put away your wine.”  But Hannah        

answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I have 

drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out 

my soul before the LORD. Do not regard your servant as a   

worthless woman, for I have been speaking out of my great 

anxiety and vexation all this time.” Then Eli answered, “Go in 

peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to 

him.” And she said, “Let your servant find favor in your sight.” 

Then the woman went to her quarters, ate and drank with her 

husband, and her countenance was sad no longer. 
 

They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the LORD; 

then they went back to their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his 

wife Hannah, and the LORD remembered her. In due time     

Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him Samuel, 

for she said, “I have asked him of the LORD.” 
                   Today’s Liturgist: RoseAnn Steiner  

Order of WorshiP 

November 18, 2018                                                                               10:30 AM 

Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

CENTERING WORDS  
 

“Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all the darkness.” 
                                                       ~ Desmond Tutu 

 

                                 
   ORGAN PRELUDE   Come, Ye Thankful People, Come     arr. Ronald McMahon 

 
   BELL INTROIT           We Gather Together   arr. Janet Lenker and Jane McFadden 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

 Let our hearts rejoice in the God of hope and faithfulness. 
  Our strength is in the maker of heaven and earth. 
 Our foundation is the Cornerstone that never fails. 
  The Rock of Ages is a foundation like no other. 
 Hope arises, as the tools of war are broken, 
 and the weak are given strength.   
  Hope lives, when the hungry are fed, 
  and the poor are lifted up. 
 God comes to bring justice to the ends of the earth, 
 Calling us to hope and faithfulness. 
  Come, Rock of Ages; come quickly now. 

         
*OPENING HYMN        Come Ye Thankful People, Come       No. 694 
 
  WELCOMING OUR VISITORS 
 
*OPENING PRAYER 

 

 God of possibilities, 
  Fill us with your hope and faithfulness. 
 Listen to us, 
  as we pour out our souls before you. 
 Grant us the grace to be your people, 
  and to live your teachings. 
 Live in us, 
  that we may arise with hope and walk in love, 
   singing your praises all of our days. 
 In the name of Christ our rock, we pray.  Amen .   

 

1 Samuel 1:4-20 

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen            
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

AGUM CHILDREN’S CENTER 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE 
  

We thank you all for your         
service to our church! 

 

Monday—11/19 

 Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM—CH  

 G. McGuire Quilting Class-5:45 PM-CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—11/20 

 Sew ‘n’ Sews + Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga—11 AM—CH  

 Preschool Board—MMR —1:30 PM-
Open Session, 2 PM Closed Session  

 Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service—     
7 PM—Sanctuary 

Wednesday—11/21 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 AGUMCC Giving Soup Celebration—    
12 noon—CH 

 Dinner and Adult Study on Break 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—11/22 

 THANKSGIVING  

 Church Office 
Closed  

Friday—11/23        

 Bible Study—                      
8:30 AM—L   

Saturday—11/24 

 Nothing currently scheduled 
 

SAVE THE DATE ! 
December 8, 2018 

 

CHRISTMAS GIVEAWAY 

 In Our UMC Parking 

Lot 

 

Need—Volunteers 

Need—Christmas Gifts 

Need—Blankets, Jackets 

Need—Winter Clothing—                                                   

In clean and good repair 

 

Please consider 
your Church 
when doing your 
year end tax 
planning 
 

       You may gain significant tax 
advantage when required IRA 
distributions or appreciated 
stock are donated directly to a 
charity.  Please consult your tax 
advisor for details.             
       Donations to our church 
may be made to the general 
fund or one of the endowment 
funds.  Endowments are gifts 
that keep on giving, year after 
year. 

 

~Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer 

PENNIES FOR TURKEYS—TURN IN TODAY! 
It’s time to collect your pennies and spare change to 
help families who are in need in our community.   

Did you know that for every $1 you give, it has a value of $10 at the Food Pantry? 

Take home a “Piggy Bank” from the narthex and return it by Sunday, Nov. 18.   
100% of your contribution will be given  to the Five Cities Christian Women’s 
Food Pantry. Our goal this year is to raise $200. Thank you for your support. 

 

~ Maddy Quaglino, Children’s Center Dir. & Judy Atwood, Mission Team Chair ~ 

CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS 

 

Ecumenical Thanksgiving.....Nov. 20 

Hanging of the Greens.....Dec. 1 

Tinsel, Tunes and Treats.....Dec. 2 

Christmas Parking Lot Giveaway.....Dec. 8 

UMC Christmas Extravaganza.....Dec. 14 

Holiday Sing-Along — Clark Center.....Dec. 16 

Annual South County 
Ecumenical 

Thanksgiving Service 
 

“Harvest of Grace” 
 

Tuesday, November 20, 7:00 PM 
hosted this year at our Church, 

First United Methodist Church of AG 

Sponsoring churches: 
 Community Presbyterian Church of Pismo Beach  
 First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande 

Nipomo Community Presbyterian Church  
 St. Barnabas’ Episcopal Church  
 St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Please bring a canned or dry good or two for the 
Food Pantry; worship offering will be shared with 
“Shower the People” mobile shower program. 

 

Today our guest preacher 
at both services is 

DICK BEST 
Thank you for being with us! 

 

 

      

  BELL ANTHEM             Now the Green Blade Riseth       arr. Kevin McChesney 

 
  CHILDREN’S MOMENT                            Leonard Lutz 

  Nursery care is available. 
          Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers at this time. 
 

A TIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER 

 

  Choral Call to Prayer           Give Thanks                      TFWS #2036 
  Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer 
  Choral Response            Give Thanks                      TFWS #2036 
       
  SCRIPTURE                        1 Samuel 1:4-10 
 
  HYMN  (remain seated)          We Gather Together                     No. 131 
 

  SERMON        “Barrenness and Thanksgiving”  
           Dick Best, guest preacher 
  OFFERING 
 

       Invitation to the Offering 
            Offertory     All Men are Mortal                            J. S. Bach 

             *Doxology / Prayer of Dedication                                               No. 95 
 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, 
all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  
 

*CLOSING HYMN        Lord, Dismiss Us With Your Blessing          No. 671 
                             
*BENEDICTION 

         Go in peace, encouraging one another in love, 
   And looking with hope for the kingdom of God. 
 

  ORGAN POSTLUDE      Now Thank We All Our God   J. S. Bach, arr. Virgil Fox

            
                                           
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Worshipers stand as able 

 
© 2017 Mary Scifres for Mary Scifres Ministries. Permission for reprint and ideas use granted to all subscribers 
and their local churches. For additional reprint permissions, contact  maryscifresministries@gmail.com  

In memory of my 

loving husband,  

Michael Gagner 

 

from Stacy Inman  

 

                          WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                          OUR GIFTS 

           8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL           Weekly Offerings Budgeted:       $5,258  
    

Oct 21    54              95             149   Oct 21         Received:   $3,019 
Oct 28  46              83          129  Oct 28   Received:  $2,263 
Nov  4   51          103          154  Nov  4        Received:  $13,171 
Nov 11   42              83          125        Nov 11   Received:   $7,602 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:                                         $105,170 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:            $108,581  
                                     
           * Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30               
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