
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday-Thursday from 9 AM – 1 PM  

 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM.    
We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for your 
family. 

Office Hours:  M—Th  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  fumcc@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 16, 2018 

 
Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired):  Judy Atwood 
Lay Leader: Patti Melsheimer 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:  Jamie Foster 

 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director: 
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

8:30 AM  WORSHIP SERVICE   

 
 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and   

exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!  The LORD 

has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned 

away your enemies. The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your 

midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On that day it shall be 

said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands 

grow weak. The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior 

who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he 

will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud   

singing as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, 

so that you will not bear reproach for it.  I will deal with all 

your oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and 

gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise 

and renown in all the earth.  At that time I will bring you 

home, at the time when I gather you; for I will make you    

renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, 

when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the LORD. 

 

Luke 3:7, 9 -11, 18 

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by 

him, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 

wrath to come.  Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 

trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is 

cut down and thrown into the fire."  And the crowds asked 

him, "What then should we do?"  In reply he said to them, 

"Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has 

none; and whoever has food must do likewise.  So, with 

many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to 

the people.     
     Today’s Liturgist: Sharon Roemer 
 

We welcome you to the First United Methodist Church of Arroyo 
Grande and are happy that you have joined us here today.  

Please come to worship with us again soon.  

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


 

      

Order of WorshiP 

 

December 16, 2018                                                                             8:30 AM 

Advent III 

         
          Gathering 
      
    HANDBELL INTROIT             Soliloquy on ‘Silent Night’         arr. Leonard G. Lutz 

                
    WELCOMING OUR VISITORS 
 
    HANDBELL ANTHEM               We Three Kings                  arr. Cynthia Dobrinski 

              
    PRAISE                                       Joy to the World 
                                                    O Come All Ye Faithful 
                                                      Little Drummer Boy                                               

 

    SHARING GOD’S PEACE      
            

    PRAYERS  OF THE PEOPLE 
 

 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving      
            
   

         Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 

 

           
    SONG OF ILLUMINATION         Oh Holy Night 
 
    LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

    SCRIPTURE            Zephaniah 3:14-20 
              Luke 3:7, 9-ll, 18 

         
    SERMON                                    SILHOUETTES OF JOY   
                    
    OFFERING                 Wind Through the Olive Trees 
 
    CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION 

 

    COMMUNION                            Breath of Heaven 
 

    FINAL BLESSING        Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 
  
 *CLOSING                        Angels We Have Heard on High 

 
 * Worshipers stand as able               

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

                     Welcome to Worship!                                                

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen             
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

CARING CONGREGATION 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

 

JOY CIRCLE 
 

We thank you all for your         
service to our church! 

 
THE  

ANGEL 
TREE 

 

The Angel Tree gifts are for    

foster children and other needy 

children in our area. UNWRAPPED 

gifts are being coordinated by Jan 

Treat.   Check the newsletter for 

full information and contact Jan 

for detailed needs.   

Deadline for gift delivery: 

Wednesday, December 19. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ADULT STUDY 
NOV 28—DEC 19, 5:45 PM, Criswell Hall 
—-following the free dinner 

 
The Redemption of Scrooge    
by Matt Rawle 

We reinvigorate our spiritual 
journeys looking at this familiar 
story through the lens of faith.  
  

 
Monday—12/17  

 Deadline newsletter articles 

 Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM—CH  

 G. McGuire Quilting Class-5:45 PM-CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—12/18 

 No Senior Exercise this week & next 

 Sew ‘n’ Sews, Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga Class—11 AM—CH 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 JOY Circle-7 PM—home of member 
Wednesday—12/19 

 Deadline for ANGEL TREE gifts 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Communications—10 AM—PS 

 Program Ministry—11:30 AM—L 

 Preschool Board—MMR—1:30 PM 
Open Session, 2 PM Closed Session 

 Free Dinner —5 PM—CH 

 Adult Study Group—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—12/20 

  Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

  Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Friday—12/21 

  Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 
Saturday—12/22 

 Nothing Currently Scheduled 

                          WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                          OUR GIFTS 
           8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL           Weekly Offerings Budgeted:       $5,258  
    

Nov 18    56             100                156 Nov 18    Received:  $2,403 
Nov  25   45             100             145 Nov 25   Received:   $4,917 
Dec   2    41          98             139 Dec   2     Received:  $6,330 
Dec   9    43              105             148 Dec  9   Received:  $4,609 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:                                            $126,204 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:                          $126,840 

Thanksgiving Offering Budgeted:                                                $4,150 
Thanksgiving offering Received to Date:                                     $2,087 

 

Fire Relief & UMCOR  Received:                                        $1,412 
             
                         Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30     

 First United Methodist Church,  

     Arroyo Grande 

     Christmas Eve Service 
 

 Monday, December 24  at 7:00 PM 
                                   

         A Service of  

             Scripture, Carols & Candlelight 
 

 

In Memory of 

Murl & Isabell 

Sloan’s Anniversary.   

They joined our Church in 

the Village in 1940. 
          
  from Lorie Ford 

 

  TODAY   
  4:00 PM             
  Dec. 16 
HOLIDAY SING-ALONG 
AT THE CLARK CENTER   

 

Many from our church will be 
in attendance, and   

many also  participating! 

 

Please continue to check out 
more great activities  

our Program Ministry team is 
planning for 2019. 

 

Thank you to all  the      
Volunteers who took time 
from their busy schedules 
to serve those in need in 

our community at the 
Christmas Giveaway on 

December 8th. 

 

       ~ Betty and Chuck Ashton 

YOUR CARING CONGREGATION COMMITTEE IS BUSY TODAY! 

Check with them at their table in Criswell Hall 

 Poinsettias are ready to be delivered today to shut-ins.  Final            

orders and dedications can still be made at their table 

 “Table of 8” dinner groups sign-ups also taken here 

 In addition, these great people are also today’s Coffee Hour hosts! 

 



First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
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Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
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Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program tours are given by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday between 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM—
3:30 PM.   We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit 
for your family.  
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Zephaniah 3:14-20 
 

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and   

exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!  The LORD 

has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned 

away your enemies. The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your 

midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On that day it shall 

be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your 

hands grow weak. The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a 

warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with glad-

ness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with 

loud   singing as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster 

from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it.  I will 

deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I will save 

the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their 

shame into praise and renown in all the earth.  At that time 

I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I 

will make you    renowned and praised among all the peo-

ples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your 

eyes, says the LORD. 

 

Luke 3:7, 9 -11, 18 
 

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by 

him, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 

wrath to come.  Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 

trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is 

cut down and thrown into the fire."  And the crowds asked 

him, "What then should we do?"  In reply he said to them, 

"Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has 

none; and whoever has food must do likewise.  So, with 

many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to 

the people.     
           Today’s Liturgist: Roger Sperling 

 

 

 

 

We welcome you to the First United Methodist Church 
 of  Arroyo Grande and are happy that you have  

joined us here today.   
Please come to worship with us again soon. 

 

Order of WorshiP 

December 16, 2018                                                                              10:30 AM 

Advent III     

 CENTERING WORDS  
 

Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid,  
for the LORD GOD is my strength and my might; he has become my salvation. 

 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 
---Isaiah 12:2-3                            

   PRELUDE                                     Greensleeves                          arr. Richard Purvis 

                  

   HANDBELL INTROIT           Soliloquy on ‘Silent Night’         arr. Leonard G. Lutz    

             
 *CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

 Sing for joy. 
       We rejoice in Christ’s love. 
 Pray with hope. 
       Our hope rests in God alone. 
 Journey with trust. 
       God’s Spirit is guiding our way. 
       
*OPENING HYMN          Joy to the World              No. 246  
       
  WELCOMING OUR VISITORS 
 

*OPENING PRAYER 
 

As we bring our songs of joy, gracious God,  
 inspire joy in every aspect of our lives. 
Sing to our hearts, Song of the Cosmos,  
 that our hearts may sing the joy of Christmas  
       all year long.  
In love and trust, we pray. Amen. 

 

  CHILDREN’S MOMENT                          Carolyn Russell 
      Away in a Manger  (as children come and go)            No. 217 

Nursery care is available. 
          Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers at this time. 
   
 HANDBELL ANTHEM              We Three Kings              arr. Cynthia Dobrinski 

 
 

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen            
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

CARING CONGREGATION 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

JOY CIRCLE 
  

We thank you all for your         
service to our church! 

  
A TIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER 
 

 Choral Call to Prayer                  Star-Child                           TFWS #2095 
 Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer 
 Choral Response                       Star-Child                            TFWS #2095  
 

   HANDBELL AND CHANCEL CHOIR ANTHEM  

     

          Christmas is Coming                      Joel Raney    
  

  SCRIPTURE READINGS              Zephaniah 3:4-20 
                             Luke 3:7, 9-11, 18 
 

  HYMN (remain seated)        Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming                    No. 216 

 

  SERMON                  SILHOUETTES OF JOY 
   
  OFFERING 
     
   Invitation to the Offering 

 Offertory            Chorale from “A Christmas Oratorio”              J.S. Bach 

   *Doxology / Prayer of Dedication                                            
 

Praise God, whose dawn transfigures night, 
Whose Daystar shines for us on high. 

Whose Spirit brings into our sight. 
The Joy to which our world draws nigh. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN               Hark! The Herald Angels Sing               No. 240 
                             
*BENEDICTION 

     Go with laughter. 
 Go with joy. 
 Go with the love for God and God’s world. 
 

*CHORAL ANTHEM      Christmas in About Three Minutes         Mark Wenton   

             
  POSTLUDE       Joy to the World                         arr. Virgil Fox 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Worshipers stand as able 

 
© 2018  Mary Scifres for Mary Scifres Ministries. Permission granted for subscribers’ idea use in worship 
planning & study preparation.  For reprint requests, please contact  maryscifresministries@gmail.com  

THE  
ANGEL 
TREE 

The Angel Tree gifts are for    

foster children and other needy 

children in our area. UNWRAPPED 

gifts are being coordinated by 

Jan Treat.  Check the newsletter 

for full information, and contact 

Jan for detailed gift needs.   

Deadline for gift delivery to the 

church is Wed., December 19. 

                          WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                          OUR GIFTS 
           8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL         Weekly Offerings Budgeted:          $5,258         
Nov 18    56             100            156        Nov 18       Received:  $2,403 
Nov 25   45              100             145  Nov 25   Received:  $4,917 
Dec   2    41                98             139  Dec   2        Received:  $6,330 

Dec  9    43               105             148        Dec  9         Received:  $4,609 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:                                            $126,204 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:                                      $126,840 

Thanksgiving Offering Budgeted:                                                    $4,150 
Thanksgiving offering Received to Date:                                $2,087 

 

Fire Relief & UMCOR  Received:                                                  $1,412 
            Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30       

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ADULT STUDY 
NOV 28—DEC 19, 5:45 PM, Criswell Hall 
—following the free dinner 
 

The Redemption of Scrooge 
by Matt Rawle 

We reinvigorate our spiritual 
journeys looking at this         
familiar story through the    
lens of faith.  

Monday—12/17  

 Deadline newsletter articles 

 Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM—CH  

 G. McGuire Quilting Class-5:45 PM-CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—12/18 

 No Senior Exercise this week & next 

 Sew ‘n’ Sews, Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga Class—11 AM—CH 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 JOY Circle-7 PM—home of member 
Wednesday—12/19 

 Deadline for ANGEL TREE gifts 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Communications—10 AM—PS 

 Program Ministry—11:30 AM—L 

 Preschool Board—MMR—1:30 PM 
Open Session, 2 PM Closed Session 

 Free Dinner —5 PM—CH 

 Adult Study Group—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—12/20 

  Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

  Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Friday—12/21 

  Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 
Saturday—12/22 

 Nothing Currently Scheduled 
 
 

  First United Methodist Church,  

       Arroyo Grande 

   Christmas Eve Service 
  Monday, December 24  at 7:00 PM 

            A Service of  

  Scripture, Carols & Candlelight 

 

 

 

In Memory of 

Murl & Isabell 

Sloan’s Anniversary.   

They joined our Church in 

the Village in 1940. 

 

         from Lorie Ford 

   TODAY   
  4:00 PM             
  Dec. 16 

 

HOLIDAY SING-ALONG 
AT THE CLARK CENTER   

 

Many from our church will be 
in attendance, and   

many also  participating! 

 

Please continue to check out 
more great activities  

our Program Ministry team is 
planning for 2019. 

Thank you to all  the      
Volunteers who took time 
from their busy schedules 
to serve those in need in 

our community at the 
Christmas Giveaway on 

December 8th. 

 

            ~ Betty and Chuck Ashton 

YOUR CARING CONGREGATION COMMITTEE IS BUSY TODAY! 

Check with them at their table in Criswell Hall 

 Poinsettias are ready to be delivered today to shut-ins.  Final         

orders and dedications can still be made at their table 

 “Table of 8” dinner groups sign-ups also taken here 

 In addition, these great people are also today’s Coffee  Hour hosts! 

 

mailto:maryscifresministries@gmail.com

