
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday-Thursday from 9 AM – 1 PM  

 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM.    
We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for your 
family. 

Office Hours:  M—Th  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  fumcc@sbcglobal.net 
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Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director: 
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 

AG UM Children’s Center  
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(805) 481-2223 

8:30 AM  WORSHIP SERVICE   

 
 
    
                  

 
We welcome you to the First United Methodist Church of  Arroyo 

Grande and are happy that you have joined us here today.  
Please come to worship with us again soon.  

     
 

    

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
 

Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a        

linen ephod. His mother used to make for him a little robe and 

take it to him each year, when she went up with her  husband 

to offer the yearly sacrifice. Then Eli would bless Elkanah and 

his wife, and say, “May the LORD repay you with children by 

this woman for the gift that she made to the LORD”; and then 

they would return to their home.  

Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in 

favor with the Lord and with the people.  

 

Luke 2:41-52 

 

Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival  

of the Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they 

went up as usual for the festival. When the festival was ended       

and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in      

Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. Assuming that he 

was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey.      

Then they started to look for him among their relatives and 

friends. When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusa-

lem to search for him. After three days they found him in the 

temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and ask-

ing them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at 

his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him 

they were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why 

have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have 

been searching for you in great anxiety.” He said to them, 

“Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I 

must be in my Father’s house?” But they did not understand 

what he said to them. Then he went down with them and 

came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother 

treasured all these things in her heart. 

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine 

and human favor.       
              Today’s Liturgist: Joseph Brown 

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen             
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

ALL-CHURCH COOKIES 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

We thank you all for your         
service to our church! 

                          WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                          OUR GIFTS 
           8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL           Weekly Offerings Budgeted:       $5,258  
    

Dec   2    41          98             139 Dec   2     Received:  $6,330 
Dec   9    43              105             148 Dec  9   Received:  $4,609 
Dec 16    47               118               165 Dec 16     Received:  $8,176 
Dec 23   44       101             155   Dec 23    Received: $8,809 
Dec 24 Christmas Eve               162 —- 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:                                            $136,721 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:                          $143,825 
 

Christmas Offering Budgeted:                                                             $7,100 
Christmas Offering Received to Date          $7,260.50    
     
                                  Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30    

 

Monday—12/31/2018 

 No Emergency Food Pantry today    
Resumes next Monday  

 Church office closed 

               NEW YEAR’S EVE 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday—1/1/2019 

 No Senior Exercise this week  

 Church office closed 

             NEW YEAR’S DAY 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday—1/2 

 Church office reopens 

 Adult Study Group on break 
Thursday—1/3 

 People’s Kitchen Prep—8 AM—K             
Leave to serve—11 AM  

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Friday—1/4 

 Nothing Currently scheduled 
Saturday—1/5 

 “UN”-Hanging of the Greens—               
10 AM—Church 

The next book for the 
Wednesday Adult Study Group is 
SIMON PETER—
Flawed but Faithful 
Disciple by Adam 
Hamilton. January 9th 
is the first session, 
Criswell Hall, 5:30 PM. 
 

An ordinary fisherman who heard an 
extraordinary call. 

 

He was not rich or educated, but  was 
familiar with hard work. He was quick-
tempered and impetuous, but possessed 
a passion that would change the world. 
He left everything to follow his teacher, 
yet struggled with doubt and fear.  

 

Books are available.  The class also has a six-
session DVD featuring Hamilton on location in 
Israel and Italy.  Closed captioned. 

    TABLE OF 8 PROGRAM 

   

 

 

 

 We are currently forming the   
social dinner groups of                    

6 to 8 people.   
Those who want to continue      

to participate need  
to sign up again.  

New members are most          
welcome as well as returnees!  

 

 Contact Marjorie Ott or Lucy Jacob for 

more information and sign-up forms. 

      

Order of WorshiP 

 

December 30, 2018                                                                             8:30 AM 
 

  First Sunday after Christmas Day   

    
          Gathering 
      
   OPENING PRAISE                             Let’s Worship 

                
    WELCOMING OUR VISITORS 
                 
    PRAISE                           Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
                                                  Jesus Be the Center 
                                                   What Child is This? 

    SHARING GOD’S PEACE      
            

    PRAYERS  OF THE PEOPLE 
 

 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving      
            
   

         Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 

 

           
    SONG OF ILLUMINATION           Exodus 15 
 
    LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

    SCRIPTURE     1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
            Luke 2:41-52 
                       
    SERMON                            “WHAT CHILD IS THIS?”   
                    
    OFFERING                 I’d Rather Have Jesus 
 
    CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION 

 

    COMMUNION               Create in  Me a Clean Heart 
 

    FINAL BLESSING       Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus 
  
 *CLOSING                              Joy to the World 

 
  
 
 
* Worshipers stand as able               

 

Happy Birthday to 

Harry Egan on his 

83rd Birthday 

 

Happy Birthday to 

Josiah Paredes 

 

from Nancy St. Laurent 

In Memory  

of my parents 

James & Velma Miller 

from Judie Neufeld 

 

Happy Birthday to 

Josiah Paredes 

 

from Nancy St. Laurent 

In Memory  

of my parents 

James & Velma Miller 

from Judie Neufeld 

The Worship Committee invites 
you to come help with the 

“UN”-Hanging of the Greens next              
Saturday, January 5, at 10 AM. 

 This is a family affair—goodies served 
All helpers appreciated! 
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First United Methodist Church  

of Arroyo Grande 

 

  

       

 

    

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
 

Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a        

linen ephod. His mother used to make for him a little robe and 

take it to him each year, when she went up with her  husband 

to offer the yearly sacrifice. Then Eli would bless Elkanah and 

his wife, and say, “May the LORD repay you with children by this 

woman for the gift that she made to the LORD”; and then they 

would return to their home.  

Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in 

favor with the Lord and with the people.  

 

Luke 2:41-52 

 

Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival  

of the Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went 

up as usual for the festival. When the festival was ended       

and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in      

Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. Assuming that he 

was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey.      

Then they started to look for him among their relatives and 

friends. When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem 

to search for him. After three days they found him in the tem-

ple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking 

them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his 

understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him they 

were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why have 

you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been 

searching for you in great anxiety.” He said to them, “Why 

were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in 

my Father’s house?” But they did not understand what he said 

to them. Then he went down with them and came to Naza-

reth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these 

things in her heart. 

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and 
human favor.    
                    Today’s Liturgist: Nancy St. Laurent 

 

 

 

We welcome you to the First United Methodist Church 
 of  Arroyo Grande and are happy that you have  

joined us here today.   
Please come to worship with us again soon. 

 

Order of WorshiP 

December 30, 2018                                                                            10:30 AM  

First Sunday after Christmas Day 

 CENTERING WORDS  
 

Christmas has come. The New Year awaits.   
We celebrate a year of new beginnings! 

 
    PRELUDE                           Bethlehem Morning                            Morris Chapman 
                     

    CHORAL INTROIT                He Is Born (refrain)                            No. 228 
             
 *CALL TO WORSHIP 

   

With gratitude and joy,  
let’s sing to the God of love. 

In cheerful celebration,  
let’s lift our hymns of praise. 

With hope and joyful hearts,  
let’s sing to Christ, the newborn King. 

       
  *OPENING HYMN         Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                            No. 240 
       
    WELCOMING OUR VISITORS 
 

  *OPENING PRAYER 
 

We bring our songs and joy, our hope and love,  
   in celebration and praise this day.  
Beloved God, send your angels to sing through our songs. 
Send your love to flow through our gathering,  
   your hope to encourage our journey,  
    and your wisdom to guide our thoughts.  
In Christ’s holy name, we pray. Amen. 

 

    CHILDREN’S MOMENT                           Carolyn Russell 
      Away in a Manger  (as children come and go)            No. 217 

Nursery care is available. 
          Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers at this time. 
 
    A TIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER 
 

   Choral Call to Prayer                  Star-Child                        TFWS #2095          
   Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer 
   Choral Response        Star-Child                   TFWS #2095    

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen            
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

ALL-CHURCH COOKIES 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

 

WORSHIP TEAM 
 

We thank you all for your         
service to our church! 

     
  SPECIAL MUSIC           Mary, Did You Know      Mark Lowry/Betty Greene 
                        soloist, Dave Anderson 
     

  SCRIPTURE READINGS                1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
                  Luke 2:41-52 
 

  HYMN (remain seated)                         What Child Is This?     No. 219 

                                                    

  SERMON                     “WHAT CHILD IS THIS?” 
   
  OFFERING 
     
   Invitation to the Offering 

 Offertory           He is Born , The Divine Christ Child     
               Trad. French Melody—arr. Carol Tornquist 

   *Doxology / Prayer of Dedication                                            
 

Praise God, whose dawn transfigures night, 
Whose Daystar shines for us on high. 

Whose Spirit brings into our sight. 
The Love to which our world draws nigh.  

 

*CLOSING HYMN               Go Tell It On the Mountain                      No. 251                                                                        
                           
*BENEDICTION 

  Like Samuel and Jesus before us,  
  may we continue to grow in wisdom and love.  

May we be stars of praise, displaying God’s glory,  
as we reflect Christ’s love in the world.  

 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE  Love Came Down at Christmas            No. 242  
  

 Love came down at Christmas, Love all lovely, Love divine; 
 Love was born at Christmas; star and angels gave the sign. 
 

      Worship we the Godhead, Love incarnate, Love divine; 
      worship we our Jesus, but wherewith for sacred sign? 
 

           Love shall be our token; love be yours and love be mine; 

           love to God and all men, love for plea and gift and sign.      
   
POSTLUDE   I Heard the Bells / Carol of the Bells                Leotovich/Calkin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Worshipers stand as able 
 
© 2018  Mary Scifres for Mary Scifres Ministries. Permission granted for subscribers’ idea use in worship 
planning & study preparation.  For reprint requests, please contact  maryscifresministries@gmail.com  

                           

            WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                           OUR GIFTS 
           8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL         Weekly Offerings Budgeted:          $5,258         
Dec  2    41                98             139  Dec  2        Received:  $6,330  

Dec  9    43               105             148        Dec  9         Received:  $4,609 
Dec 16   47               118            165             Dec 16       Received:  $8,176 
Dec 23   44            101             155            Dec 23   Received:  $8,809 
Dec 24 Christmas Eve             162             —-          
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:                                            $136,721 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:                                     $143,825 

Christmas Offering Budgeted:                                                         $7,100 
Christmas Offering Received to Date:                                    $7,260.50 

 

            Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30       

The next book for the 
Wednesday Adult Study Group is 
SIMON PETER—
Flawed but Faithful 
Disciple by Adam 
Hamilton. January 9th 
is the first session, 
Criswell Hall, 5:30 PM 
 

An ordinary fisherman who heard an 
extraordinary call. 

 

He was not rich or educated, but  was 
familiar with hard work. He was quick-
tempered and impetuous, but possessed 
a passion that would change the world. 
He left everything to follow his teacher, 
yet struggled with doubt and fear.  

 

Books are available.  The class also has a six-
session DVD featuring Hamilton on location in 
Israel and Italy.  Closed captioned. 

    TABLE OF 8 PROGRAM  

  

 

 

 
 We are currently forming the   

social dinner groups of                    
6 to 8 people.   

Those who want to continue      
to participate need  

to sign up again.  
New members are most          

welcome as well as returnees!  
 

 Contact Marjorie Ott or Lucy Jacob for 

more information and sign-up forms. 

Monday—12/31/2018 

 No Emergency Food Pantry today 
Resumes next Monday  

 Church office closed 

 NEW YEAR’S EVE 
 

 

 

Tuesday—1/1/2019 

 No Senior Exercise this week  

 Church office closed 

 NEW YEAR’S DAY 
 
 

 

 
Wednesday—1/2 

 Church office reopens 

 Adult Study Group on break 
Thursday—1/3 

 People’s Kitchen Prep—8 AM—K             
Leave to serve—11 AM  

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Friday—1/4 

 Nothing currently scheduled 
Saturday—1/5 

 “UN”-Hanging of the Greens 
         10 AM--Church 

Happy Birthday to 

Harry Egan on his 

83rd Birthday 

 

Happy Birthday to 

Josiah Paredes 

 

from Nancy St. Laurent 

In Memory  

of my parents 

 James & Velma Miller 

from Judie Neufeld 

 
The Worship Committee invites 

you to come help with the 
“UN”-Hanging of the Greens next              

Saturday, January 5, at 10 AM. 
 This is a family affair—goodies served 

All helpers appreciated! 

mailto:maryscifresministries@gmail.com

