
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday-Thursday from 9 AM – 1 PM  

 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM.    
We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for your 
family. 

Office Hours:  M—Th  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  fumcc@sbcglobal.net 

Matthew 4:1-13 

 

The Temptation of Jesus 

 

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was 

led by the Spirit in the wilderness, where for forty days he was 

tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, 

and when they were over, he was famished. The devil said to 

him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to be-

come a loaf of bread.” Jesus answered him, “It is written,  

‘One does not live by bread alone.’” 
 

Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the 

kingdoms of the world. And the devil said to him, “To you I will 

give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over 

to me, and I give it to anyone I please. If you, then, will worship 

me, it will all be yours.” Jesus answered him, “It is written, 

’Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’” 

 

 Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the 

pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of 

God, throw yourself down from here, for it is written, ‘He will 

command his angels concerning you, to protect you,’  and 

‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash 

your foot against a stone.’  Jesus answered him, “It is said,     

‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”  

 

When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him 

until an opportune time. 

                 

Luke 23:26, 33-34a 

 
The Crucifixion of Jesus 
 

As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, 

who was coming from the country, and they laid the cross on 

him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. 
 

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they   

crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and 

one on his left. Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they 

do not know what they are doing.”     
          
      Today’s Liturgist: Joseph Brown 

 
 
  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 10, 2019 

 
Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired):  Judy Atwood 
Lay Leader: Patti Melsheimer 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:  Jamie Foster 

 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director: 
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

8:30 AM  WORSHIP SERVICE   

We welcome you to the  
First United Methodist Church of  Arroyo Grande              

and are happy that you have joined us here today. 

 

Please come to worship with us again soon.  

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library, Room #123      (CH)  Criswell Hall      
 (MMR) McMillen Room #113    (K) Kitchen             
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

STAFF PARISH POTLUCK 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

 

ENDOWMENT/ELT 
 

We thank you all for your         
service to our church! 

                          WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                          OUR GIFTS 

 

           8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL           Weekly Offerings Budgeted:       $5,258  
    

Feb 10    48                 96             144             Feb 10     Received:   $4,456 
Feb 17     59         95            154  Feb 17   Received:    $4,265 
Feb 24    54          98              152  Feb 24     Received:   $3,183 
Mar  3     46                98              144 Mar  3   Received:   $13,612  
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:                                            $189,306 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:              $196,668 
      
   Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30     

      

Order of WorshiP 

 

March 10, 2019                                                                                8:30 AM 
 

  First Sunday in Lent 
 
 

            Gathering 
 
      
    OPENING PRAISE       Come Now is the Time to Worship 

                
    WELCOMING OUR VISITORS                    
  
    PRAISE                                         Amazing Love 
                                                    Shout to the Lord   
                                            Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us 
 

    SHARING GOD’S PEACE     
            

    PRAYERS  OF THE PEOPLE                    
 

 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving           
  
   

         Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 

 

              
   SONG OF ILLUMINATION      Lord I Need You 
      
   SCRIPTURE                             Matthew 4:1-13 
               Luke 23:26, 33-34a 
      
   SERMON            NOURISHED BY WORDS OF GRACE: 
                                              “Father, Forgive Them.” 
      
   OFFERING          I’d Rather Have Jesus    

   COMMUNION        Create in Me a Clean Heart 

   FINAL BLESSING     More Precious Than Silver 
  
 *CLOSING                               Keep Us Forever 

 
 
 
 
* Worshipers stand as able               

Monday—3/11 

 UMM Cabinet Meeting—11 AM—L 

 Emergency Food Pantry -1 PM—CH 

 Quilting Class—McGuire—5:45 PM—CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—3/12 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM —CH  

 Sew n Sews + Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga —11 AM—CH 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 Board of Trustees—7 PM—PS 
Wednesday—3/13 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 UMW Steering—9:30 AM—L 

 Program Ministry—-11 AM—L 

 Lenten Study Class—5:30 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—3/14 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Writing Class—1:30 PM—MMR 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Friday—3/15 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 
Saturday—3/16 

IN  LOVING MEMORY  
of my son 

 

 JEFF 
 

and the loving  
congregation that gives 
love in difficult times 

 

from Joe Brown 

  

Today, Sunday, 

March 10 

 

Criswell Hall 

 

FAMILY GAME DAY 2-4 pm 

WE NEED MORE 
WARM COATS AND 
JACKETS for the rack 
in Criswell Hall! 

  

We’ve given away 98 
since the first of January and now 
have only 11 left!  
These are jackets for the needy in 

our community. 
 

  Take if needed, leave if you wish 
to donate. 

 

Questions? Contact Betty Ashton 

 

Staff Appreciation Potluck Luncheon  
 What better way could there be to say thank you than to 

have a good ol’ fashioned, United Methodist potluck?   
Help show our church staff how much we appreciate all that 
they do for this church and God’s ministry.  ALL WELCOME! 

 

TODAY, Sunday, March 10th at 11:45 AM 

 

Sponsored by the Staff Parish Relations Committee 

 VOTE FOR OUR  
NEW MISSION STATEMENT 

 

The Church Council decided 
to update our Church’s    
Mission Statement and came up with three 
excellent choices . Now we ask you, the      
congregation, to vote.  The choices are: 
 

We Choose Welcome—Jesus Leads the Way 
 

God’s Love Alive Here 
 

Hope, Joy and Love Rising 
 

The Mission Statement should be a short, 
succinct, memorable statement that tells the 
world who we are and what we are about.  It 
should act as an invitation for     visitors to 
join us. 
 

Voting will be done following the March 10 
and March 17 services.  The three choices 
are posted in Criswell Hall.  Please place a 
“dot” by the Mission statement which you 
feel best fits our Church.  Please vote for one 
and vote only once. 
 
 

Joel Anderson  
Chair, Church Council 

All are invited to the 
Lenten Study Classes 

Wednesdays at 5:30 PM 
in Criswell Hall 

Beginning this Wednesday, 
March 13 ,with six sessions  to 

April 17 in Holy Week 
 

In Entering the Passion of      
Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to   
Holy Week,  biblical scholar  

Amy-Jill Levine explores the 
biblical texts 

surrounding the 
Passion story. 

  
She shows us 
how the text 
raises ethical     
and spiritual 

questions , and 
looks at how we all face risk 
in our Christian experience. 

 

Books are available.  



First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday—Thursday from 9 AM to 1 PM 

Office E-mail:  fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary Birgelaitis: revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program tours are given by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday between 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM—
3:30 PM.   We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit 
for your family.  
 

Office Hours:  M—F from 9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired): Judy Atwood 
Lay Leader: Patti Melsheimer  
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:    
 Jamie Foster 
 

Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director:  
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 
 
AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

 

 
First United Methodist Church  

of Arroyo Grande 

Order of WorshiP 

March 10, 2019                                                                                   10:30 AM  
First Sunday in Lent 

  
CENTERING WORDS 

 
Before we enter with joy into a land flowing with milk and honey, 

 we must journey through the wilderness. In times when we are lost, 

we are invited to wander . . . we are invited into the wilderness, 

that we may find the glory beyond. 

 
 

 

    PRELUDE                         In the Presence of Jehovah        Geron and Becky Davis 
                                             

    CHORAL INTROIT          Beneath the Cross of Jesus  verse 1                   No. 297          
                          
 *CALL TO WORSHIP     
 

    Invited into the wilderness of our lives,  
  we follow in the footsteps of our ancestors. 
         We will journey to a land flowing with milk and honey. 
  Invited to wander as we search for deeper meaning, 
  we follow in the footsteps of Christ. 
         We will journey without fear through the temptations of life. 
  Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 

        Let us worship with thanksgiving and praise.  
 

 *OPENING HYMN         Love Divine, All Loves Excelling        No. 384 
 

   WELCOMING OUR VISITORS                                                     

 

   OPENING PRAYER                    
 

    Merciful God, the journey of faith  
   is not for the faint of heart. 
       Invite us once more into the wilderness, 
   and call to us in the midst of our wandering, 
    for many things distract us from your deeper purposes. 
       In the name of the one who resisted every temptation 
   as he wandered in the wilderness, 
    we seek you blessing this day. Amen. 
 
   CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                                  Judy Atwood
      Jesus Loves Me (as children come and go)          

Nursery care is available 
Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers at this time. 

  

 
 
 

Matthew 4:1-13 

The Temptation of Jesus 

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was 

led by the Spirit in the wilderness, where for forty days he was 

tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, 

and when they were over, he was famished. The devil said to 

him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to be-

come a loaf of bread.” Jesus answered him, “It is written,  

‘One does not live by bread alone.’” 
 

Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the 

kingdoms of the world. And the devil said to him, “To you I will 

give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over 

to me, and I give it to anyone I please. If you, then, will worship 

me, it will all be yours.” Jesus answered him, “It is written, 

’Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’” 

 

 Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the 

pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of 

God, throw yourself down from here, for it is written, ‘He will 

command his angels concerning you, to protect you,’  and 

‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash 

your foot against a stone.’  Jesus answered him, “It is said,     

‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”  

 

When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him 

until an opportune time. 

                   

Luke 23:26, 33-34a 

 

The Crucifixion of Jesus 

As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, 

who was coming from the country, and they laid the cross on 

him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. 
 

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they   

crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and 

one on his left. Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they 

do not know what they are doing.” 
 

              Today’s Liturgist: Carolyn Eaton 

We welcome you to the  
First United Methodist Church of  Arroyo Grande              

and are happy that you have joined us here today. 
Please come to worship with us again soon.  

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library Rm  #123      (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room  #113   (K) Kitchen            
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

STAFF-PARISH POTLUCK 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

 

ENDOWMENT/ELT 
 

We thank you all for your         
service to our church! 

                           

            WORSHIP ATTENDANCE        OUR GIFTS 

 

           8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL         Weekly Offerings Budgeted:          $5,258         
Feb 10    48                 96     144             Feb  10    Received   $4,456 
Feb 17    59               95         154   Feb  17    Received: $4,265 
Feb 24   54               98         152         Feb  24     Received:   $3,183 
Mar  3    46      98    144             Mar   3     Received:  $13,612 
 
Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:         $189,306 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:             $196,668 

 

            Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30       

 VOTE FOR OUR  
NEW MISSION STATEMENT 

 

The Church Council decided 
to update our Church’s    
Mission Statement and came up with three 
excellent choices . Now we ask you, the      
congregation, to vote.  The choices are: 
 

We Choose Welcome—Jesus Leads the Way 
 

God’s Love Alive Here 
 

Hope, Joy and Love Rising 
 

The Mission Statement should be a short, 
succinct, memorable statement that tells the 
world who we are and what we are about.  It 
should act as an invitation for     visitors to 
join us. 
 

Voting will be done following the March 10 
and March 17 services.  The three choices 
are posted in Criswell Hall.  Please place a 
“dot” by the Mission statement which you 
feel best fits our Church.  Please vote for one 
and vote only once. 
 
 

Joel Anderson 
Chair, Church Council 

Staff Appreciation Potluck Luncheon  
 What better way could there be to say thank you than to 

have a good ol’ fashioned, United Methodist potluck?   
Help show our church staff how much we appreciate all that 
they do for this church and God’s ministry.  ALL WELCOME!  

 

TODAY, Sunday, March 10th at 11:45 AM 

 

Sponsored by the Staff Parish Relations Committee 

All are invited to the 
Lenten Study Classes 

Wednesdays at 5:30 PM 
in Criswell Hall 

Beginning this Wednesday, 
March 13 ,with six sessions  to 

April 17 in Holy Week 
 

In Entering the Passion of      
Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to   
Holy Week,  biblical scholar  

Amy-Jill Levine explores the 
biblical texts 
surrounding 
the Passion 

story.  
 

She shows us 
how the text 
raises ethical     
and spiritual 

questions , and 
looks at how we all face risk 
in our Christian experience. 

 

Books are available.  

  

Today, Sunday, 

March 10 

 

Criswell Hall 

FAMILY GAME DAY 2-4 pm 

Monday—3/11 

 UMM Cabinet Meeting—11 AM—L 

 Emergency Food Pantry -1 PM—CH 

 Quilting Class—McGuire—5:45 PM—CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—3/12 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM —CH  

 Sew n Sews + Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga —11 AM—CH 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 Board of Trustees—7 PM—PS 
Wednesday—3/13 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 UMW Steering—9:30 AM—L 

 Program Ministry—11 AM—L 

 Lenten Study Class—5:30 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—3/14 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Writing Class—1:30 PM—MMR 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Friday—3/15 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 
Saturday—3/16 

WE NEED MORE 
WARM COATS AND 
JACKETS for the rack 
in Criswell Hall! 

  

We’ve given away 98 
since the first of January and now 
have only 11 left!  
These are jackets for the needy in 

our community. 
  Take if needed, leave if you wish 

to donate. 

Questions? Contact Betty Ashton 

    
     A TIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER            
 

  Choral Call to Prayer         Oh Lord, Hear My Prayer   TFWS #2200 
  Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer    
  Choral Response                Oh Lord, Hear My Prayer       TFWS #2200
         

  CHORAL ANTHEM                        Irresistible             Russell Maudlin 

           BG Perriguey, soloist 
        
  SCRIPTURE              Matthew 4:1-13 
           Luke 23:26, 33-34a 
 

  HYMN (remain seated)   Dear Lord and Father of Mankind verses 1-3     No. 358 
   
  SERMON       NOURISHED BY WORDS OF GRACE: 
          “Father, Forgive Them.” 

           
  OFFERING 
     
   Invitation to the Offering 

 Offertory                    Praise to the Holiest in the Height        Newman/Dykes  
   *Doxology / Prayer of Dedication                                            

 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

  

   
*CLOSING HYMN         Beneath the Cross of Jesus            No. 297 

  BENEDICTION       

  Go forth, people of God, as wildness people. 
         We go forth with hearts that are tested  
         and prepared to love. 
  Go forth, people of God, as those whose wanderings  
  have taught them well. 
         We go forth with mouths prepared to teach  
         and with hands prepared to share. 
  Go forth with God’s blessings. 
 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE           Go Now in Peace               

 

Go now in peace. Never be afraid.  
God will go with you each hour of every day.  
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.  

Know He will guide you in all you do.  
Go now in love, and show you believe.  

Reach out to others so all the world can see.  
God will be there watching from above.  

Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 
 

  POSTLUDE                        I Will Keep My Eyes on You                         Cindy Berry 

 
 
 

*Worshipers stand as able 

 

© 2018  Mary Scifres for Mary Scifres Ministries. Permission granted for subscribers’ idea use in worship 
planning & study preparation.  For reprint requests, please contact  maryscifresministries@gmail.com  

IN  LOVING MEMORY  
of my son 

 

 JEFF 
 

and the loving  
congregation that gives 
love in difficult times 

 

from Joe Brown 

mailto:maryscifresministries@gmail.com

