
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday-Thursday from 9 AM – 1 PM  

 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Mon-
day through Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 3:30 PM - 
4:30 PM.    
We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for your 
family. 

Office Hours:  M—Th  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   

  
  

 ISAIAH 11:1-6 

 

MATTHEW 3:1-6 
 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of 

Judea, proclaiming, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 

come near.’ This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke 

when he said, ‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:  

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”’  Now 

John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around 

his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the 

people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, 

and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized 

by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  

 
     Today’s Liturgist:  Sharon Roemer 
  

   

  

 

 

We welcome you to the First United Methodist Church of  Arroyo Grande    

and are happy that you have joined us here today. 

Please come to worship with us again soon.  

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, 

     and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

     the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

     the spirit of counsel and might, 

     the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

      or decide by what his ears hear; 

          but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

              and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

      and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

      and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 

 The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

      the leopard shall lie down with the kid,  

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

      and a little child shall lead them. 

 
Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired):  Judy Atwood 
Lay Leader: Patti Melsheimer 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:  Jamie Foster 

 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director: 
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

 
 

8:30 AM  WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

 

DECEMBER 8, 2019 

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net
http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Isaiah+11:1-10


 

 

 
First United Methodist Church  

of Arroyo Grande 
 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library, Room #123      (CH)  Criswell Hall      
 (MMR) McMillen Room #113    (K) Kitchen             
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

    

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

MARY MARTHA ESTHER CIRCLE 
 
 

 

 We thank you all for your            
service to our church! 

      

Order of Worship 

 
December 8, 2019                                                                            8:30 AM   

Second Sunday of Advent 
  
   

                 
        Gathering 
     
 
   OPENING PRAISE                   Let All the Earth 

              
   WELCOMING OUR GUESTS 

   PRAISE SONGS                  Your Grace is Enough 
                         A New Hallelujah 
             Angels We Have Heard on High                           
  
   SHARING GOD’S PEACE  
              

   PRAYERS  OF THE PEOPLE                    
 

 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 

Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 
 

 

   SONG OF ILLUMINATION  Oh Come, Oh Come Emmanuel 
 
   SCRIPTURE                    Isaiah 11:1-6 
       Matthew 3:1-6    
                                                   
   SERMON                             MANAGING CHRISTMAS:       Rev. Mary Birgelaitis 
              “Consider what Counts!” 
  
   OFFERING                           Oh How I Love Jesus 
 
   COMMUNION                I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 
 
   FINAL BLESSING               More Precious Than Silver    

   CLOSING                             When a Savior Dreams 

 
 
 
 
* Worshipers stand as able  

HOPE, JOY AND LOVE RISING !

 Monday—12/9    

 Preschool Christmas Practice-9 AM-S 

 McGuire Quilting Class-5:45 PM-CH 
Tuesday— 12/10 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Preschool Christmas Practice-9 AM-S 

 Sew n Sews + Knitters—9:00 AM               
—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga—11:00 AM—CH 

 Bell Rehearsal—5:00 PM—HR 

Wednesday—12/11 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Preschool Christmas Practice-9 AM-S 

 Church Work Day—9:00 AM 

 UMW Steering—11 AM—Library 

 Bible Study-on break until January 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—6:30 PM-S 
Thursday—12/12 

 No Senior Exercise today 

 Preschool Christmas Practice-9 AM-S 

 Intercessory Prayer —10 AM—L 

 Bob Pierson Memorial—11 AM—S,CH 

 Bell Rehearsal—5:00 PM—HR  

 AGUMCC Christmas Program—6:30-S 
Friday—12/13 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L  

 Program Ministry CHRISTMAS                        
EXTRAVAGANZA—7 PM—CH 

Saturday—12/14 

 Nothing currently scheduled 

 

 
***************************** 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 

15, 4:00 pm   
CLARK CENTER  

CHRISTMAS  
SING ALONG 

 
 Tickets ($7) are still available.  
 Sign up and pay at the Program 

Ministry Desk in Narthex.  
 Judy Atwood will give you the 

tickets.  
 Dennis Eiler will be the event 

pianist.  
 Our Handbell Choir will 

also perform. 

Please consider your Church 
when doing your year end tax 
planning. 
You may gain significant tax       
advantages on required IRA         
distributions done 
directly to a charity 
or donating          
appreciated stock   
directly to a charity.  
Please consult your 
tax advisor for details.  

  

Donations to our Church may be 
made to the  general fund or one 
of the endowment funds.   
Endowments are gifts that keep 
on giving, year after year.  
 

    ~Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer 

The 

Angel 

Tree  
*The Angel Tree is here!  
*Gifts are for foster children and    
other needy children in SLO County.  
*Children’s names are provided by 
Social Workers and Eligibility Staff 
from SLO Dept. of Social Services. 
*Directions for the gift tags will be on 
a table where the Angel Tree is set up. 
*Deadline to bring gifts: Dec.  20! 
*Thank you all again for your gener-
ous giving spirit to help these children 
in need, especially at Christmas! 

                           

 WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                          OUR GIFTS  

           8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL          Weekly Offerings       Budgeted:    $5,519  
Nov 10  51         89         140       Nov 10      Received:     $7,322 
Nov 17 44     95         139    Nov 17      Received:    $4,233 
Nov 24 49     86         135    Nov 24     Received:    $9,446 
Dec  1 —      —        —                 Dec   1      Received:   — 
      Note:  December Financials will be available in next week’s bulletins. 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:                                   — 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:                            —  
 Thanksgiving Budgeted:  $2,200 
 Thanksgiving Received:  —                                        
            Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30    

 

Celebrating the birth of Jesus 
with music, poems, skits and song. 
 

CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA 

 

NEXT FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13th
 

 

7:00—8:30 PM  ~  CRISWELL 
HALL 

Celebrating the birth of Jesus 
with music, poems, skits and song. 

Admission is free. 
All are welcome! 
 

Sponsored by Program  Ministry 

 

 

IN MEMORY OF  

MY MOTHER 

ISABELL SLOAN 

ON HER BIRTHDAY 

from Lorie Ford 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

TO MY HUSBAND, 

 LAMAR VAN  HOOK 

ON HIS DEC. 7th  BIRTHDAY 

 

from Cristy Van Hook 

Remember to bring canned and non-perishable 
food items to place in the 5 Cities Christian      
Women’s Food Pantry basket in our Narthex  
for those in need in our community.  
                                                                                                                 

Suggestions for food items are found on page 11 of our December Castanet newsletter. 



First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday—Thursday from 9 AM to 1 PM 

Office E-mail:  fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary Birgelaitis: revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program tours are given by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday between 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM—
3:30 PM.   We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit 
for your family.  
 

Office Hours:  M—F from 9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired): Judy Atwood 
Lay Leader: Patti Melsheimer  
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:    
 Jamie Foster 
 

Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director:  
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 
 
AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

 

 

First United Methodist Church  
 
 

  
ISAIAH 11:1-6  

 
MATTHEW 3:1-6 
 
 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of 

Judea, proclaiming, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 

come near.’ This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke 

when he said, ‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:  

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”’  Now 

John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around 

his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the 

people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, 

and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized 

by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.   
 

             Today’s Liturgist:  Barbara Reineke 

 

 

 

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, 

     and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

     the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

     the spirit of counsel and might, 

     the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

      or decide by what his ears hear; 

          but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

              and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

      and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

      and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 

 The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

      the leopard shall lie down with the kid,  

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

      and a little child shall lead them. 

We welcome you to the First United Methodist Church of  Arroyo Grande    
and are happy that you have joined us here today. 

 

Please come to worship with us again soon.  

OrdEr of WorshIP 

December 8, 2019                                                                                    10:30 AM 
         Second Sunday of Advent 

 
         CENTERING WORDS 

 

In the birth of a babe, 
in the celebration of a season, 

hope is born again. 
                 

   

  PRELUDE                                 What Child Is This      William C. Dix/arr. Dan Coates

                          
  INTROIT        The King of Glory Comes                          TFWS #2091 
              
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

Welcome, one and all, in the name of Christ Jesus! 
We come to worship God, singing praises to Christ’s holy name. 

Welcome, Christ Jesus, in this place we call your home. 
We come into Christ’s presence, rejoicing this day. 
 

*OPENING HYMN                          People, Look East                 No. 
202 
      

  WELCOMING OUR GUESTS  
 

  OPENING PRAYER 
 

 Loving God,  
  bring us hope and peace this day.  
 Help us to prepare for the celebration of your birth.  
 Help us to prepare for the coming of your justice  
     As we follow the Prince of Peace 
           in this moment, and in the days ahead.  
 Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                      Judy Atwood 

 

                      Jesus Loves Me (as children come and go)        
 Nursery care is available.  Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers. 

 

   A TIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER  
  
  Choral Call to Prayer                       Star-Child                        TFWS #2095 
 Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer 
 Choral Response                         Star-Child                        TFWS #2095
  

HOPE, JOY AND LOVE RISING !

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net
http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Isaiah+11:1-10


    
 

  ANTHEM                     Emmanuel               Laura Story  

          
  SCRIPTURE                               Isaiah 11:1-6 
                            Matthew 3:1-6 
 
  HYMN (remain seated        It Came Upon the Midnight Clear                  No. 218 

                              verses 1,2 & 4 

                  
  SERMON                        MANAGING CHRISTMAS:          Rev. Mary Birgelaitis
             “Consider What Counts!” 
  OFFERING 

                                                           

     Invitation to the Offering 
    Offertory                       Go Tell It on the Mountain     Traditional/arr. Jerry Ray  
     Prayer of Dedication                                            

 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

                                                                                
*CLOSING HYMN                    Lift Up Your Heads                                     No. 213 

 

*BENEDICTION 
 

May the God of hope fill us with so much joy and peace,  
 through our faith in Christ Jesus,  
 that we may be over-flowing with the peace of the Holy Spirit! 

 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE     The Snow Lay on the Ground   TFWS #2093 

        

  POSTLUDE             God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen          Traditional/arr. Tom Roed 

 

` 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Worshipers stand as able 

 2018  Mary Scifres for Mary Scifres Ministries. Permission granted for subscribers’ 

idea use in worship planning & study preparation.  For reprint requests, please 

contact  maryscifresministries@gmail.com  

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library Rm  #123      (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room  #113   (K) Kitchen            
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

 

                           

 WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                            OUR GIFTS  

           8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL          Weekly Offerings       Budgeted:    $5,519  
Nov 10  51            89             140         Nov 10    Received:   $7,322 
Nov 17 44   95             139      Nov 17    Received:   $4,233 
Nov 24 49             86             135      Nov 24    Received:    $9,446 
Dec  1  43   78   121               Dec  1   Received:  — 
   Note:  December Financials will be available in next week’s bulletins. 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:                       — 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:                                —  
 Thanksgiving Budgeted:  $2,200 
 Thanksgiving Received:  -                                                   
   Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30       

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

  

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

MARY MARTHA ESTHER CIRCLE 
 

Thank you all for your             
service to our church!  

 

Please consider your Church 
when doing your year end tax 
planning. 
You may gain significant tax       
advantages on required IRA         
distributions done 
directly to a charity 
or donating          
appreciated stock   
directly to a charity.  
Please consult your 
tax advisor for details.  

  

Donations to our Church may be 
made to the  general fund or one 
of the endowment funds.  
  

Endowments are gifts that keep 
on giving, year after year.  
 

     ~Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer 

The 

Angel 

Tree  
*The Angel Tree is in the narthex. 
*Gifts are for foster children and    
other needy children in SLO County.  
*Children’s names are provided by 
Social Workers and Eligibility Staff 
from SLO Dept. of Social Services. 
*Directions for the gift tags will be on 
a table where the Angel Tree is set up. 
*Deadline to bring gifts: Dec. 20!
*Thank you all again for your gener-
ous giving spirit to help these children 
in need, especially at Christmas! 
       ~ Jan Treat 

Monday—12/9    

 Preschool Christmas Practice-9 AM-S 

 McGuire Quilting Class-5:45 PM-CH 
Tuesday— 12/10 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Preschool Christmas Practice-9 AM-S 

 Sew n Sews + Knitters—9:00 AM               
—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga—11:00 AM—CH 

 Bell Rehearsal—5:00 PM—HR 

Wednesday—12/11 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Preschool Christmas Practice-9 AM-S 

 Church Work Day—9:00 AM 

 UMW Steering—11 AM—Library 

 Bible Study-on break until January 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—6:30 PM-S 
Thursday—12/12 

 No Senior Exercise today 

 Preschool Christmas Practice-9 AM-S 

 Intercessory Prayer —10 AM—L 

 Bob Pierson Memorial—11 AM—S,CH 

 Bell Rehearsal—5:00 PM—HR  

 AGUMCC Christmas Program—6:30-S 
Friday—12/13 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L  

 Program Ministry CHRISTMAS                        
EXTRAVAGANZA—7 PM—CH 

Saturday—12/14 

 Nothing currently scheduled 
 

CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA 

NEXT FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13th 

7:00—8:30 PM  ~  CRISWELL HALL 

Celebrating the birth of Jesus 
with music, poems, skits and song. 

Admission is free. 
All are welcome! 

 

Sponsored by Program  Ministry 

 

IN MEMORY OF  

MY MOTHER 

ISABELL SLOAN 

ON HER BIRTHDAY 

from Lorie Ford 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

TO MY HUSBAND, 

 LAMAR VAN  HOOK 

ON HIS DEC. 7th  BIRTHDAY 

 

from Cristy Van Hook 

**************************** 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 4:00 pm,   

CLARK CENTER  
CHRISTMAS  
SING ALONG 

 
 Tickets ($7) are still available.  
 Sign up and pay at the Program 

Ministry Desk in Narthex.  
 Judy Atwood will give you the 

tickets.  
 Dennis Eiler will be the event 

pianist.  
 Our Handbell Choir will 
also perform. 

Remember to bring canned and non-perishable 
food items to place in the 5 Cities Christian      
Women’s Food Pantry basket in our Narthex  
for those in need in our community.  
   

Suggestions for food items are found on page 11 of our December Castanet newsletter. 

mailto:maryscifresministries@gmail.com

