
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday-Thursday from 9 AM – 1 PM  

 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Mon-
day through Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 3:30 PM - 
4:30 PM.    
We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for your 
family. 

Office Hours:  M—Th  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   

 
Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired):  Judy Atwood 
Lay Leader: Patti Melsheimer 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:  Jamie Foster 

 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director: 
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

 
 

8:30 AM  WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

 

DECEMBER 29, 2019 

ISAIAH 52:7-10 
  

How beautiful upon the mountains  

   are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

who brings good news, who announces salvation, 

   who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’ 

Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 

   together they sing for joy; 

for in plain sight they see the return of the LORD to Zion. 

Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; 

for the LORD has comforted his people, 

   he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

The LORD has bared his holy arm  

 before the eyes of all the nations; 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 

   the salvation of our God. 

 

JOHN 1:1-14  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 

with God. All things came into being through him, and 

without him not one thing came into being. What has 

come into being in him was life, and the life was the light 

of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not overcome it. 

 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  

He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 

might believe through him. He himself was not the light, 

but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which   

enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
 

He was in the world, and the world came into being 

through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to 

what was his own and his own people did not accept 

him. But to all who received him, who believed in his 

name, he gave power to become children of God, who 

were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the 

will of man, but of God. 
 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we 

have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full 

of grace and truth.                   
    
      Today’s Liturgist:  Judy Atwood 
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First United Methodist Church  

of Arroyo Grande 
 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library, Room #123      (CH)  Criswell Hall      
 (MMR) McMillen Room #113    (K) Kitchen             
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

Fellowship time Today  
is hosted by 

STAFF-PARISH 
RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

     

Next Week’s Fellowship Time 
will be hosted by 

Mary-Martha-Esther Circle 
 

 

 We thank you all for your            
service to our church! 

      

Order of Worship 

 
December 29, 2019                                                                            8:30 AM 

 
   First Sunday after Christmas Day 

  

                  
        Gathering 
     
 
   OPENING PRAISE                   Joy to the World 

              
   WELCOMING OUR GUESTS    

   PRAISE SONGS                       We Fall Down 
        I Just Want to Praise You 
                                 O Come, All Ye Faithful  
   
   SHARING GOD’S PEACE  
              

   PRAYERS  OF THE PEOPLE                    
 

 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 

Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 
 

 

   SONG OF ILLUMINATION           Breathe 
 
   SCRIPTURE               Isaiah 52:7-10 
      John 1:1-14   
                                                   
   SERMON                            ABIDE WITH US     Rev. Mary Birgelaitis 
        
   OFFERING                             Emmanuel 
 
   COMMUNION                     God I Look to You 
 
   FINAL BLESSING               How I Love You Lord 

*CLOSING                                  He Came Down 

 
 
 
 
* Worshipers stand as able  

HOPE, JOY AND LOVE RISING !

 

 

                           

 WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                          OUR GIFTS  

           8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL          Weekly Offerings       Budgeted:    $5,519  
Nov 24 49     86         135    Nov 24     Received:    $9,446 
Dec  1 43      78         121                 Dec   1      Received:   $13,971 
Dec  8  43          80         123       Dec 8      Received:     $7,532 
Dec 15 47     94         141     Dec 15      Received:    $2,108 
       

  Financials Update for Dec. 22 will be available in next week’s report 
Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:                                  $132,462 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:                       $148,118  
 Thanksgiving Budgeted:  $2,200 
 Thanksgiving Received:   $2,274 
  Christmas Budgeted:  $8,000 
                Christmas Received:                        $2,024                              

 

 

 

 

BOARD 

 OF  

TRUSTEES 

  

 Hear Ye! Hear Ye! 

 2020 Is Coming! 
 

 The Church is being re-keyed 

 Further information forthcoming 

 Project to be done by February 1, 
2020 

Monday—12/230 

 Church  office open 

 McGuire Quilting Class-5:45 PM-CH 
Tuesday— 12/31 

 Church office open 

 No Senior Exercise this week   

 No Sew ‘n Sews + Knitters   

 UMW  Chair Yoga —11:00 AM—CH 

 People’s Kitchen Serving—Leave at 
11:00 AM 

 

  NEW YEAR’S EVE 

Wednesday—01/01/2020 

 Church Office Closed 

 NEW YEAR’S DAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday—01/02  

 Church Office Open 

 Bell Rehearsal—5:00 PM—HR  
  
Friday—–01/03 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L  
 
Saturday—01/04 

 Chancel Choir Carnegie Thank You 
Event—3:00 PM—S 

   

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 

AND A 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

TO FAMILY AND 

CHURCH FRIENDS 

from Cristy Van Hook 

 

CARNEGIE CAMES TO AG UNITED METHODIST CHURCH   

SATURDAY, JANUARY 4TH AT 3:00 PM 

From Chancel Choir Director, Julie Burns ~ 

“The choir would like to thank you, the congregation and       

community, for your generous support of our New York City 

trip to Carnegie Hall by giving you a FREE concert on Saturday,               

January 4th at 3:00 PM.  We are hoping to have a recording of our         

concert from Carnegie, but  regardless if it gets here in time or not,         

we will have music, stories and highlights from our trip.” 



First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday—Thursday from 9 AM to 1 PM 

Office E-mail:  fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary Birgelaitis: revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program tours are given by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday between 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM—
3:30 PM.   We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit 
for your family.  
 

Office Hours:  M—F from 9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
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Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director:  
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 
 
AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

 

 

First United Methodist Church  
 

ISAIAH 52:7-10 
  

How beautiful upon the mountains  

 are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

who brings good news, who announces salvation, 

   who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’ 

Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 

   together they sing for joy; 

for in plain sight they see the return of the LORD to Zion. 

Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; 

for the LORD has comforted his people, 

   he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

The LORD has bared his holy arm  

 before the eyes of all the nations; 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 

   the salvation of our God. 
 

JOHN 1:1-14  

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 

with God. All things came into being through him, and 

without him not one thing came into being. What has 

come into being in him was life, and the life was the light 

of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not overcome it. 

 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was 

John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that 

all might believe through him. He himself was not the 

light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, 

which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

 

He was in the world, and the world came into being 

through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to 

what was his own and his own people did not accept 

him. But to all who received him, who believed in his 

name, he gave power to become children of God, who 

were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the 

will of man, but of God. 

 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and 

we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, 

full of grace and truth. 
                         Today’s Liturgist:  Rosslyn Clauson 

 

OrdEr of WorshIP 

December 29, 2019                                                                                  10:30 AM 
        First Sunday after Christmas Day 

   
         CENTERING WORDS 

 

Joy to the world: 

to every creature and being, 

to every life and life force. 

Joy to the world! 
                 

   

  PRELUDE                         Good Christian Men, Rejoice         Traditional/J.M. Neal

                                
  INTROIT                 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

Praise God from the heavens. 
Praise God in the heights. 

Praise God from the earth. 
Praise God from the depths below. 

Praise God, young and old, ruler and servant. 
Praise God with celebration and joy! 
 

*OPENING HYMN                 Hark! the Herald Angels Sing                  No. 240         
 

  WELCOMING OUR GUESTS  
 

  OPENING PRAYER 
 

Christ Child, Holy One of Bethlehem,  
 we come into your presence this day,  
  to thank you for blessing us,  
   and for being our true Christmas gift.  
Let your light shine upon us and strengthen us,  
 that we might know the gift of your spirit,  
  and be emboldened to share it  
   with all those we meet. Amen. 
 

   MEDLEY OF CAROLS                                                   Gary Thompson, leading 
                                                 The First Noel                                      No. 245 
                                                 What Child Is This           No. 219 
                                            Silent Night, Holy Night          No. 239 

 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT   Away in a Manger                  No. 217 

                       (as children come and go)          
Nursery care is available.   

Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers.     

HOPE, JOY AND LOVE RISING !

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


    
  A TIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER  
  
  Choral Call to Prayer            Love Came Down at Christmas             No. 242      
 Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer 
 Choral Response                  Love Came Down at Christmas             No. 242       
          
  SCRIPTURE                                   Isaiah 52:7-10 
                                  John 1:1-14 
 

  HYMN (remain seated)           O Little Town of Bethlehem         No. 230 
 
  SERMON                                  ABIDE WITH US                Rev. Mary Birgelaitis 
         
  OFFERING 

                                                           

     Invitation to the Offering 
    Offertory                 Once in Royal David’s City                     Henry Gauntlett 

     Prayer of Dedication 
                     

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

                                                                                
*CLOSING HYMN                       Joy to the World                    No. 246 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

  As you go forth, take the song of the angels with you. 
We go forth, singing Christ’s story  
 for all the earth to hear. 

Let the Spirit of Christmas guide you,  
in the days and weeks and year ahead. 
 We leave this place, taking the Spirit with us .  
 

 RESPONSE                    
       

 POSTLUDE                           I Saw Three Ships      Traditional/arr. Cindy Berry       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Worshipers stand as able 

 2018  Mary Scifres for Mary Scifres Ministries. Permission granted for subscribers’ idea use in worship planning 

& study preparation.  For reprint requests, please contact  maryscifresministries@gmail.com  

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library Rm  #123      (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room  #113   (K) Kitchen            
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

                           

 WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                            OUR GIFTS  

           8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL          Weekly Offerings       Budgeted:    $5,519  
Dec  1  43   78   121               Dec  1   Received:  $13,971 
Dec  8  43           80             123         Dec  8    Received:   $7,532 
Dec 15 47   94              141      Dec 15    Received:   $2,108 
Dec 22     50              91               141             Dec 22           Received:  
    Financials Update for Dec. 22 will be available on next week’s report 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:               $132,462 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:                                $148,118  
  Thanksgiving Budgeted:  $2,200 
  Thanksgiving Received:    $2,274 
   Christmas Budgeted:        $8,000 
   Christmas Received   $2,024                                    

Fellowship Time Today  
is hosted by 

STAFF-PARISH 
RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

 
 

Next Week’s Fellowship Time 
will be hosted by 

Mary-Martha-Esther Circle 
 

Thank you all for your             
service to our church! 

 

 

BOARD 

 OF  

TRUSTEES 

   Hear Ye! Hear Ye! 

   2020 Is Coming! 
 

 The Church is being re-keyed 

 Further information forthcoming 

 Project to be done by February 1, 
2020 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 

AND A 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

TO FAMILY AND 

CHURCH FRIENDS 

from Cristy Van Hook 

Monday—12/230 

 Church  office open 

 McGuire Quilting Class-5:45 PM-CH 
Tuesday— 12/31 

 Church office open 

 No Senior Exercise this week   

 No Sew ‘n Sews + Knitters   

 UMW  Chair Yoga —11:00 AM—CH 

 People’s Kitchen Serving—Leave at 
11::00 AM 

 

  NEW YEAR’S EVE 

Wednesday—01/01/2020 

 Church Office Closed 

 NEW YEAR’S DAY 
 
Thursday—01/02  

 Church Office Open 

 Bell Rehearsal—5:00 PM—HR  
  
Friday—–01/03 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L  
 
Saturday—01/04 

 Chancel Choir Carnegie Thank You 
Event—3:00 PM—S 

   

 

CARNEGIE CAMES TO AG UNITED METHODIST CHURCH   

SATURDAY, JANUARY 4TH AT 3:00 PM 

From Chancel Choir Director, Julie Burns ~ 

“The choir would like to thank you, the congregation and       

community, for your generous support of our New York City 

trip to Carnegie Hall by giving you a FREE concert on Saturday,               

January 4th at 3:00 PM.  We are hoping to have a recording of our         

concert from Carnegie, but  regardless if it gets here in time or not,         

we will have music, stories and highlights from our trip.” 

mailto:maryscifresministries@gmail.com

