
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday-Thursday from 9 AM – 1 PM  

 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM.    
We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for your 
family. 

Office Hours:  M—Th  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  fumcc@sbcglobal.net 

   
 
 

 

Luke 13:1-9 
 
  

Repent or Perish 
 

At that very time there were some present who told him 

about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with 

their sacrifices. He asked them, ‘Do you think that be-

cause these Galileans suffered in this way they were 

worse sinners than all other Galileans? No, I tell you; but 

unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. Or those 

eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on 

them—do you think that they were worse offenders than 

all the others living in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless 

you repent, you will all perish just as they did.’ 

 

The Parable of the Barren Fig Tree 
 

Then he told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted 

in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and 

found none. So he said to the gardener, “See here! For 

three years  I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, 

and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting 

the soil?” He replied, “Sir, let it alone for one more year, 

until I dig round it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit   

next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it 

down.”   

 
     Today’s Liturgist: Judy Atwood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 15, 2020 

 
Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired):  Judy Atwood 
Lay Leader: Patti Melsheimer 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:  Jamie Foster 

 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director: 
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

8:30 AM  WORSHIP SERVICE   

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the  
First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande 

and are happy that you have joined us here today.  
 Please come to worship with us again soon.  

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


 

 

 
First United Methodist Church  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOPE, JOY AND LOVE RISING !
Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  

 (L) Library Rm  #123      (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room  #113   (K) Kitchen            

(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 
Fellowship ’n Snacks Today  

is hosted by 

United Methodist Men 
 
 

Next Week’s Fellowship  
will be hosted by 

JOY Circle 
 

 Thank you all for your             
service to our church! 

 
                           

 WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                    OUR GIFTS  

           8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL          Weekly Offerings       Budgeted:    $5,519  
 

Feb 16    47 89       136    Feb 16        Received:   $3,281 
Feb 23  45         89                134        Feb 23        Received:  $3,051 
Mar  1     42   80       122        Mar  1        Received:   $7,838 
Mar 8     37        101                 138    Mar  8       Received:   $4,669 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:                                 $198,692 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:               $205,342 

                    Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30    
    

      

Order of WorshiP 

 

March 15, 2020                                                                                  8:30 AM 
 

Third Sunday in Lent 

  
        Gathering 
 
      
    HANDBELL INTROIT                         Peace 

                
    WELCOMING OUR VISITORS   
 
    HANDBELL ANTHEM       A Simple Song of Praise       
                   
    PRAISE SONGS          Come Now is the Time to Worship 
                                           10,000 Reasons (Bless the  Lord) 
                                                    My Savior, My God    
  

    SHARING GOD’S PEACE      
            

    PRAYERS  OF THE PEOPLE  
                                                               

 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 
            
      Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 

   
 

   SONG OF ILLUMINATION        Seek Ye First 
 
   SCRIPTURE        Luke 13:1-9 
                      
  SERMON                              A Season of YESES:      Rev. Mary Birgelaitis 
                              “YES” to  Growth and Change 
 
  OFFERING                                  Seek Ye First 
 

  COMMUNION                           Just As I Am 
 

  FINAL BLESSING                          
 

  CLOSING                                     All My Days 
 
 
 

* Worshipers stand as able               

 

Visitors, those 
who attend     
regularly, or 
anyone wishing 

to transfer their membership to 
FUMC of Arroyo Grande are invited 
to attend three orientation classes 
beginning in March with confirma-
tion on Palm Sunday, April 5, 2020.  
The first two classes will be held on 
Thursday evenings, March 19 and 
26, at 7:00 PM in the pastor’s study. 
Our last class will be an afternoon 

backyard social on Saturday, March 
28, at the Melsheimer’s home. 
These classes are sponsored by the 
Membership Care committee.  We 
hope that you will be able to attend 
the classes, but if not, you are      
welcome to participate only in the 
confirmation reception on Palm 
Sunday.   Please let Pastor Mary      
Birgelaitis know of your interest in 
the new member class or call the 
office at 805 481-2692 to confirm 
your participation. 

TODAY !!  PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

 9:30 AM-12 NOON    CRISWELL HALL 

Menu: Pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausage and fresh fruit. 
Cost:  Adults $10, Youth $5, Kids under 10 free. 
Tickets also sold at the door. 

FIRST NEW MEMBER CLASS FOR 2020 

Everett Lee Taylor (ELT)
Scholarship applications are 
now available on-line 
(www.worshipweekly.com) 
and  in the church office. The         
purpose of this scholarship is to help    
deserving United Methodist students 
enrolled in accredited universities,     
colleges and technical schools defray the 
cost of their education. Details are on 
the application. The completed applica-
tion with required attachments must be 
turned in to the church office by May 
15th.  Scholarship recipients will be intro-
duced to the congregation in early June. 

 

TABLE OF 

EIGHT     

PROGRAM 

 

Table of 8 is an opportunity to 
make new church friends, enjoy 
food, and conversation. 
 

Each group will consist of 6 to 10 
people who, as a group, will      
decide on the times and locations 
for their get-togethers.      
 

Please join us by filling out an   
information form, located in the 
church narthex.  Return the       
information form to the church 
office, the offering basket, Lucy 
Jacob or Marjorie Ott by April 5th.   

 
ACTIVE SHOOTER  

RESPONSE TRAINING 

 

Protect Yourself, Your Loved 
Ones and Others! 

 

Officer Dollman of the Arroyo 
Grande Police Dept. will        

conduct a class on how to    
respond to an active shooter. 

 

Wed., March 25, 5:30 PM   
McMillen Room (Room 113) 

All are invited. 
Sponsored by Church Council. 

Monday—3/16   

 Deadline-Newsletter Articles—office 

 McGuire Quilting Class—5:45 PM-CH   
Tuesday— 3/17 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH  

 Sew ‘n Sews + Knitters-9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga—11 AM—CH 

 Preschool Board—MMR  Open Ses-
sion—2 PM; Closed Session--3:30 PM 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR  

 JOY Circle—7 PM—at Alquist home 

Wednesday—3/18 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9:00 AM 

 Mary-Martha-Esther Circle-10 AM—
MMR 

 Adult Study Group—5:00 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal-6:30 PM—S 
Thursday—3/19 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Finance Committee—11 AM—PS 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR  

 New Member Class—7 PM—PS 
 Friday—3/20 

 Bible Study—11:00 AM—L 
Saturday—3/21  

 Nothing currently scheduled 

Adult Bible Study              
 Wednesdays at 5 PM, Criswell Hall 

 

This is the second session of our new 
book, The Passion Play—Living the Story 

of Christ’s Last Days by Rob Fuquay.  

 

Facilitator, Judy Atwood; books available. 

With Thanks  

   to my Church Family for 

Cards, Prayers, Well Wishes, 

following my total knee        

replacement surgery. 

 

from Betty Stephens 

NEXT MEETING 
SUNDAY, MAR 22 
5-7 PM 
CRISWELL HALL 
For Youth Ages 10 and older. 
Contact: Pam Garza for opportunities 
to serve, donate food, ask questions 

UMYF 
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Luke 13:1-9 
 
  

Repent or Perish 
 

At that very time there were some present who told him 

about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled 

with their sacrifices. He asked them, ‘Do you think that 

because these Galileans suffered in this way they were 

worse sinners than all other Galileans? No, I tell you; but 

unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. Or those 

eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell 

on them—do you think that they were worse offenders 

than all the others living in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but 

unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.’ 

 

The Parable of the Barren Fig Tree 
 

Then he told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted 

in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and 

found none. So he said to the gardener, “See here! For 

three years  I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, 

and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be     

wasting the soil?” He replied, “Sir, let it alone for one 

more year, until I dig round it and put manure on it.  

If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you 

can cut it down.”       
 

                   Today’s Liturgist: Roger Sperling 

 

 

 

 

OrdEr of WorshIP 

March 15, 2020                                                                                     10:30 AM 

Third Sunday in Lent 
  

 CENTERING WORDS 
 

God calls us to return from distractions.  
A heart centered on God  

is the best gift we can give ourselves. 
  
  ORGAN PRELUDE Chorale Prelude on a Melody      Healy Willan           
                                         by Orlando Gibbons  
 

  HANDBELL INTROIT                   Peace                  
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                        
 

 “Return to me!” 
        Christ calls and we listen.  
 “Return to me!” 
        Christ calls and we respond.  
 “Return to me!”  
        Christ calls and we turn…  
              toward life, toward love, toward God.  

  

*OPENING HYMN               Lift High the Cross                     No. 159 
                                                                            

  WELCOMING OUR GUESTS                 
 

  OPENING PRAYER                          
   

 Change our hearts, O God.  
 Wash away the dust and ashes  
         that cloud our vision and burden our lives,  
              and renew us with your Spirit of love and grace.  
 Guide our focus back to you,  
        that we may rest anew in the treasure of your love.  
              In your holy name, we pray. Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT     

     Sing “Jesus Loves Me” as the children come to front  
      Nursery care is available.  Children ages K-6 

 are dismissed with their teachers.  
 

 
In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the  

First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande 
and are happy that you have joined us here today.  

 Please come to worship with us again soon.  

 

HOPE, JOY AND LOVE RISING ! 

First United Methodist Church 

        Of Arroyo Grande 

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


 A TIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER                      
  

  Choral Call to Prayer           Jesus, Remember Me                           No. 488 
 Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer 
 Choral Response              Jesus, Remember Me                           No. 488 
   
HANDBELL ANTHEM      A Simple Song of Praise             

       

  SCRIPTURE                                     Luke 13:1-9 
                                             
  HYMN (remain seated)         What Wondrous Love Is This                             No. 292 

             verses 1-2 

                     
  SERMON                                  A Season of YESES:               Rev. Mary Birgelaitis 
                          “YES” to Growth & Change 
  OFFERING 

                                                           

     Invitation to the Offering    
     Offertory   Chorale Prelude on the Melody “Quem Pastores”   Healy Willan 
                     

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN          Amazing Grace                                     No. 378 
           verses 1-4 
*BENEDICTION                                    

 

Go forth with the light of God and help others find their way. 
We go in God’s love and claim God’s peace. 
 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE     Amazing Grace                            No. 378  
           verses 5-6  

    
Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail, and mortal life shall cease, 

I shall possess, within the veil, a life of joy and peace. 
 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun.  

 
ORGAN POSTLUDE            Chorale Prelude on a Melody    Healy Willan 

         by Melchior Vulpius              

            
            
        ` 
 

 

 

 

 

 

*Worshipers stand as able. 

 2018  Mary Scifres for Mary Scifres Ministries. Permission granted for subscribers’ idea use in worship planning 

& study preparation.  For reprint requests, please contact  maryscifresministries@gmail.com  

                           

       WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                            OUR GIFTS  

           8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL          Weekly Offerings       Budgeted:    $5,519  
 
Feb 16     47   89   136    Feb 16    Received:    $3,281 
Feb 23     45              89              134        Feb 23   Received:    $3,051 
Mar  1      42   80              122         Mar  1    Received:    $7,838 
Mar  8     37       101      138    Mar 8   Received:    $4,669 
 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:                    $198,962 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:                              $205,342 

 

      Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30       

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library Rm  #123      (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room  #113   (K) Kitchen            
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

Fellowship ’n Snacks Today  
is hosted by 

United Methodist Men 
  
 

Next Week’s Fellowship  
will be hosted by 

JOY Circle 
 

Thank you all for your             
service to our church! 

 
 Monday—3/16   

 Deadline-Newsletter Articles—office 

 McGuire Quilting Class—5:45 PM-CH   
Tuesday— 3/17 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH  

 Sew ‘n Sews + Knitters-9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga—11 AM—CH 

 Preschool Board—MMR  Open Session 
—2 PM; Closed Session—3:30 PM 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR  

 JOY Circle—7 PM 

Wednesday—3/18 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9:00 AM 

 Mary-Martha-Esther Circle-10 AM—
MMR 

 Adult Study Group—5:00 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal-6:30 PM—S 
Thursday—3/19 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Finance Committee—11 AM—PS 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR  

 New Member Class—7 PM—PS 
 Friday—3/20 

 Bible Study—11:00 AM—L 
Saturday—3/21  

 Nothing currently scheduled 

Visitors, those 
who attend     
regularly, or 
anyone wishing 

to transfer their membership to 
FUMC of Arroyo Grande are invited 
to attend three orientation classes 
beginning in March with confirma-
tion on Palm Sunday, April 5, 2020.  
The first two classes will be held on 
Thursday evenings, March 19 and 
26, at 7:00 PM in the pastor’s study. 
Our last class will be an afternoon 

backyard social on Saturday, March 
28, at the Melsheimer’s home. 
These classes are sponsored by the 
Membership Care committee.  We 
hope that you will be able to attend 
the classes but ,if not, you are      
welcome to participate only in the 
confirmation reception on Palm 
Sunday. Please let Pastor Mary      
Birgelaitis know of your interest in 
the new member class or call the 
office at 805-481-2692 to confirm 
your participation. 

 

TODAY !!  PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
 9:30 AM-12 NOON    CRISWELL HALL 

 

 
Menu: Pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausage and fresh fruit. 
Cost:  Adults $10, Youth $5, Kids under 10 free. 
Tickets also sold at the door. 

FIRST NEW MEMBER CLASS FOR 2020 

Everett Lee Taylor (ELT)
Scholarship applications are     
now available on-line 
(www.worshipweekly.com)    
and in the church office.                                
The purpose of this scholarship is to help            
deserving United Methodist students enrolled 
in accredited universities, colleges and technical 
schools defray the cost of their education.     
Details are on the application.                            
The completed application with required 
attachments must be turned in to the church 
office by May 15th. Scholarship recipients will 
be introduced to the congregation in early June. 

 

TABLE OF 

EIGHT     

PROGRAM 
 

 

Table of 8 is an opportunity to 
make new church friends, enjoy 
food, and conversation. 
 

Each group consists of 6 to 10 
people who, as a group, will    
decide on the times and locations 
for their get-togethers.      
 

Please join us by filling out an    
information form, located in the 
church narthex.  Return the infor-
mation form to the church office, 
the offering basket, Lucy Jacob or 
Marjorie Ott by April 5th.   

ACTIVE SHOOTER  
RESPONSE TRAINING 

Protect Yourself, Your Loved 
Ones and Others! 

 

Officer Dollman of the Arroyo 
Grande Police Dept. will      

conduct a class on how to    
respond to an active shooter. 

 

Wed., March 25, 5:30 PM   
McMillen Room (Room 113) 

All are invited. 
Sponsored by Church Council. 

Adult Bible Study              
 Wednesdays at 5 PM, Criswell Hall 

 

This is the second session of our new 
book, The Passion Play—Living the Story 

of Christ’s Last Days by Rob Fuquay.   
 

Facilitator, Judy Atwood; books available. 

With Thanks  

   to my Church Family for C 

cards, prayers, well wishes, 

following my total knee        

replacement surgery. 
 

from Betty Stephens 

NEXT MEETING 
SUNDAY, MAR 22 
5-7 PM 
CRISWELL HALL 
For Youth Ages 10 and older. 
Contact: Pam Garza for opportunities 
to serve, donate food, ask questions 

UMYF 

mailto:maryscifresministries@gmail.com

