The Gospel of Mark
Mark 1:1—8

The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the
Son of God, as it is written in Isaiah the prophet:
“I will send my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way”
““a voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him.”

And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preach-
ing a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. The
whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem
went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by
him in the Jordan River. John wore clothing made of camel’s
hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate lo-

custs and wild honey.

And this was his message: “After me comes the one more
powerful than |, the straps of whose sandals | am not worthy
to stoop down and untie. | baptize you with water, but he will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

c—~Weleo

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the First United
Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande and to this service of worship.
We are all so happy that you have joined us here today. Your presence is
a gift and we hope that you will find our worship meaningful and that
you come worship with us again.

If it is your first time with us, our Ushers have a gift for you in the Narthex
and hope that you will join us for goodies in our fellowship hall so that
we can get to know you. We hope to see you again soon!

We invite you to fill out the pew pad as it is passed and give us a record
of your attendance. If you have any special concerns or needs that this
congregation is to be aware of, or you have a need to see the Pastor,
please don’t hesitate to let us know. You can either write it in the pew
pad or fill out the prayer card in the pew in front of you and place it in the
offering plate as it passes. Contact our church office at the phone num-
bers and e-mail listed on the back of this bulletin.

We praise God that you are here with us today!

First United Methodist Church

of Arroyo Grande

275 North Halcyon Road
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420

Contact us.

M -F from g9 AM -1PM
(subject to change)
* Our Senior Pastor is off on Mondays.

Church Office: 805.481.2692
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com
Via E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net

AG UM Children’s Center

Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday thru
Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM - 4:30 PM. Come and
find out if we are a good fit for you and your child.

Office Hours: M—F from 8 AM—5 PM

Office: 805.481.2223

E-mail: agumcc@sbcglobal.net
Be sure to fill out an information sheet and turn it into the church office so
that we can update our database. Copies are available in the Narthex or via

the church office. We don’t want to miss your birthday, or an opportunity
to send you the newsletter, as well as, pastor’s weekly e-mail.

SCHURAEE
S1EN:

Choral Pianist: Dennis Eiler
Multi-Media Director: Mike Coho
Puppet People, Chair: Mike Herber
Handbell Choir Director:
Leonard Lutz
Christian Education Directors:
Susan Coho, Adult
Mike & Linda Herber, Youth
Carolyn Russell, Children

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop:
Minerva G. Carcafio
North District Superintendent:
Rev. Dr. Cedrick Bridgeforth
Senior Pastor:
Rev. David M. Burgeson
Missionary (retired):
Judy Atwood
Church Office Administrator:
Sarah Burgeson
Website Manager: Jamie Foster
Choir Director: Julie Burns
Praise Team Director: Susan Coho
Organist: Don McGuire

AG UM Children’s Center
Director: Madrigal Quaglino
(805) 481-2223

FADVENT

SECONDS

ORDER OF WORSHIP

December 7, 2014 — 8:30 AM Casual Contemporary Worship Service
+ Denotes standing as you are able in body and/or spirit
* Worship music is led by our praise team, The Lord’s Crew.

Pre-Service Music by the Lord’s Crew
Welcome and News of the Church Pastor David
Lighting of the Advent Wreath—Preparing the Way
The Advent Wreath — Preparing The Way

[Light the first candle in the Advent wreath.]

One:  The prophet Isaiah wrote, “See, | am sending my messenger
ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one
crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make His paths.

And John, the messenger of God, proclaimed to all the peo-
ple who came to him in the wilderness that they must repent
of their sins and be baptized. Many people heard his mes-
sage, repented, and were baptized in the river Jordan.

It has become our custom to prepare for the birth of the
Messiah by decorating our cities and homes, hanging lights
inside and out, singing "Frosty the Snowman' and "Rudolph
the Red Nosed Reindeer," and measuring the quality of our
Christmas morning by the number of gifts we receive.

[Light the second candle in the Advent wreath.]

One:  As we light this second candle in preparation for the coming
of the Messiah, perhaps we need to listen again to John the
Baptizer’s message, preparing the way of the Lord:

... make straight the paths...repent of your sins... be bap-
tized...and live holy lives devoted to God.

Many: Come, Lord Jesus Come. Amen.

Opening Praise There’s Something About That Name
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Scripture Reading Isaiah 9:6—7 In Unison

For to us a child is born,
to us ason s given,
and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the greatness of his government and peace
there will be no end.
He will reign on David’s throne
and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it
with justice and righteousness
from that time on and forever.
The zeal of the Lord Almighty
will accomplish this.
Praise Spirit Song
O Little Town Of Bethlehem
To Bethlehem We Go

Prayer of Adoration Susan Coho

Prayer for the Giving and Receiving of Our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus

We Share In God’s Peace - please be seated when you hear the music.

Joys and Concerns & Pastoral Prayer

Scripture Reading Mark 1:1—8
One: This is the word of the Lord.
Many: Thanks be to God.

Message Making Preparations

Pastor David M. Burgeson

Holy Communion Liturgy (on screen)
Communion Song Your Love O Lord

T Benediction The Lord Bless Thee Pastor David

Recessional I’ll Fly Away
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Join us in Criswell Hall for
Coffee Hour hosted by:

JOY Circle
Next Week’s Host:

Worship Team

.+ ~& . Remember to sign-up
8 for flowers.
Watch for the 2015
chart in December.

Please join us for these

events TODAY.

e Christian Education Team
Meeting—Sunday (12/7) at 12
PM(MMR).

o Fellowship & Goodie Hour—
9:30 & 11:30 AM in Criswell Hall.

e Music for a Sunday Afternoon
“Celebration Chorus” - Sweet
Adeline's—Sunday (12/7) at 2
PM (S).

Poinsettia

Order Forms
Please fill out the
insert and place
it in the offering
basket as it passes or turn it into
the church office at your leisure.
These flowers will fill our sanctu-
ary for the Advent season.

ulletin Board

Abbreviation Legend

(S) Sanctuary  (PL) Parking Lot

(L) Library  (CH) Criswell Hall

THE WEEK AHEAD

e UMC of AG Food Pantry—

Monday from 1—3 PM (CH).
Women of Prayer—Monday at 7
PM (S).

Finance Team - Monday at 7 PM

(L)

e Sew’n’ Sews —Tuesday at 9 AM

(MMR).

UMW Steering—Tuesday at 10
AM (L).

Grande Ringers Handbell Rehears-
al—Tues./Thurs. at 5 PM.

Church Work Day - Wednesday at
9 AM. Come as you are able.
FREE Fellowship Dinner—
Wednesday at 5 PM (CH).

Advent Study—Wednesday at
5:45 PM (MMR).

e Choir Rehearsal—\Wednesday at 7

PM (S).

Esther Circle—Thursday at 12 PM

(at the home of Carleen Minkler).
AG UM Children’s Center Holiday

Program and Reception—

Thursday at 6:30 PM (S/CH)
Worship Team—Thursday at 7

PM (MMR).

Morning Bible Study—Friday at

8:30 AM (L).

Newsletter Deadline—Friday
Christmas Jubilee—Friday from
7—9 PM (S).

Christmas Party and Parking Lot
Give Away—Saturday at 11 AM .
Praise Team Rehearsal—Saturday
at 6:30 PM (S).

Music for a Sunday Afternoon
“Celebration Chorus” - Sweet
Adeline's—Sunday (12/14) at 2 PM.

Staff Parish Relations Committee
has received a letter of resignation
from our Church Secretary, Sarah
Burgeson, to be effective January 1,
2015. Sarah has served us for 10
years and is graciously going to stay
on to help us fill this position.
We have also been informed that
the Bishop will moving Pastor David
to another location as of July 1%,
giving UMC of AG a new pastor in
July of 2015 and assigning Pastor
David and family to a new church.
A letter has been sent out to you
and your family with more infor-
mation. Thank you—Don Gugeler!

e The Angel Tree
= has gift tags from

piom children in the
(&* foster and wel-
./—«
s faresystem
Ange[ TVCC whose families
~ have little to give

them this Christmas. You can
help!! See Jan Treat for more.

N S A
Christimas
oy
g2 Jubiles
United Methodist Men’s
Annual Christmas Jubilee
and Talent Show
December 12 from 7-9 PM
FREE—all are welcome!

we're hiring!

Applications are now being
accepted for the open

positions within our church.

Church Office Administrator,
Children's Ministry Director and

Youth Director are needed.

Please contact the church office for

a full job description and list of re-

sponsibilities to see if this is a right

fit for you. Prayerfully consider if

God may be calling you in to one of

these ministries.

DA B
+ 2k R
Christmas Party for the
Needy and Homeless
Parking Lot Give-Away
December 13 at 11 AM

Advent Book
Study
This study has be-
gun. We are very
proud to have our
Lay Servants lead-
ing it. Joinus'!
Book: $6.50 each

ZAvent 2014
The Lord Is Our Light

CARE MINISTERS

We Need You!!

Volunteers are needed for after each
service to help with cards for those
who are ill and/or unable to attend

for varied reasons. If you would like
to help, please see Buffy Prestemon

in Criswell Hall.




Today’s

Scripture
The Gospel of Mark

Mark 1:1—8

The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the
Son of God, as it is written in Isaiah the prophet:
“I will send my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way”
““a voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him.””

And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preach-
ing a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. The
whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem
went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by
him in the Jordan River. John wore clothing made of camel’s
hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate lo-

custs and wild honey.

And this was his message: “After me comes the one more
powerful than |, the straps of whose sandals | am not worthy
to stoop down and untie. | baptize you with water, but he will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

c—~Weleo

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the First United Methodist
Church of Arroyo Grande and to this service of worship. We are all so happy
that you have joined us here today. Your presence is a gift and we hope that

you will find our worship meaningful and that you come worship with us again.

If it is your first time with us, our Ushers have a gift for you in the Narthex and
hope that you will join us for goodies in our fellowship hall so that we can get
to know you. We hope to see you again soon!

We invite you to fill out the pew pad as it is passed and give us a record of
your attendance. If you have any special concerns or needs that this congre-
gation is to be aware of, or you have a need to see the Pastor, please don’t
hesitate to let us know. You can either write it in the pew pad or fill out the
prayer card in the pew in front of you and place it in the offering plate as it
passes. Contact our church office at the phone numbers and e-mail listed on
the back of this bulletin. We praise God that you are here with us today!

First United Methodist Church

of Arroyo Grande

275 North Halcyon Road
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420

Contact us.

M -F from g9 AM -1PM
(subject to change)
* Our Senior Pastor is off on Mondays.

Church Office: 805.481.2692
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com
Via E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net

AG UM Children’s Center

Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday thru
Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM - 4:30 PM. Come and
find out if we are a good fit for you and your child.

Office Hours: M—F from 8 AM—5 PM

Office: 805.481.2223

E-mail: agumcc@sbcglobal.net
Be sure to fill out an information sheet and turn it into the church office so
that we can update our database. Copies are available in the Narthex or via

the church office. We don’t want to miss your birthday, or an opportunity
to send you the newsletter, as well as, pastor’s weekly e-mail.
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SCHURIRE:
SIPANE E

Choral Pianist: Dennis Eiler
Multi-Media Director: Mike Coho
Puppet People, Chair: Mike Herber
Handbell Choir Director:
Leonard Lutz
Christian Education Directors:
Susan Coho, Adult
Open Position, Youth
Carolyn Russell, Children

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop:
Minerva G. Carcafio
North District Superintendent:
Rev. Dr. Cedrick Bridgeforth
Senior Pastor:
Rev. David M. Burgeson
Missionary (retired):
Judy Atwood
Church Office Administrator:
Acceptation Applications
Website Manager: Jamie Foster
Choir Director: Julie Burns
Praise Team Director: Susan Coho
Organist: Don McGuire

AG UM Children’s Center
Director: Madrigal Quaglino
(805) 481-2223

nited:-Methodist Church
of Arroyo Grande

Welcome to Worshtp' Please take a minute to fill out the
pew pad as it passes. Please silence all cell phones.
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SECOND SUNDAY

OF ADVENT

ORDER OF WORSHIP

December 7, 2014 — 10:30 AM Worship Service
+ Denotes standing as you are able in body and/or spirit

Welcome and News of the Church

Organ Prelude See Amid The Winter’s Snow (D. Wagner)

Choral Introit

T Hymn No. 211

The Advent Wreath — Preparing The Way
[Light the first candle in the Advent wreath.]

One:  The prophet Isaiah wrote, “See, | am sending my messenger
ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one
crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make His paths.

O Come, O Come Emmanuel (verses 1—4 only)

And John, the messenger of God, proclaimed to all the peo-
ple who came to him in the wilderness that they must repent
of their sins and be baptized. Many people heard his mes-
sage, repented, and were baptized in the river Jordan.

It has become our custom to prepare for the birth of the
Messiah by decorating our cities and homes, hanging lights
inside and out, singing "Frosty the Snowman" and "Rudolph
the Red Nosed Reindeer," and measuring the quality of our
Christmas morning by the number of gifts we receive.

[Light the second candle in the Advent wreath.]

As we light this second candle in preparation for the coming
of the Messiah, perhaps we need to listen again to John the
Baptizer’s message, preparing the way of the Lord:

..make straight the paths...repent of your sins... be bap-
tized...and live holy lives devoted to God.

Many: Come, Lord Jesus Come. Amen.

Call to Confession
One: John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. We still
need to hear that call to repentance. Therefore, let us confess
our sins together, that we may together know the forgiveness
of the Lord.
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Prayer of Confession Pastor David

* Please join me in our Prayer of Confession:

One:  When we find ourselves irritable and preoccupied with the

pulsating and demanding rhythms of the seasons,

Have mercy on us, O Lord.

One:  When we talk peace, but do not walk peace,

Have mercy on us, O Lord.

One:  When we lose sight of the Child whose coming has trans-

formed the world,

Have mercy on us, O Lord.

One:  When we push away and keep out others who are different

and needy,

Have mercy on us, O Lord.

One:  When kindness and generosity fail us,

Have mercy on us, O Lord.

One:  Grant, that we may be conscious of your presence during this
season, so that in spite of the secularism of the holidays, we
may stay centered in the sacredness of each moment.

ALL: Amen.

* Please remain standing for the opening hymn.

Children’s Moment Carolyn Russell
Nursery care is available. Children ages K-6 are dismissed with the teachers at this
time to room 211. Junior & Senior High will stay in worship with their families.

Choral Anthem Glorious Impossible Chancel Choir

Sharing of Our Joys & Concerns with Pastoral Prayers & Thanksgiving

Prayer for Giving & Receiving of Our Tithes & Offerings
Offertory Still, Still, Still (D. Edwards)

T Doxology

Prayer For lllumination Pastor David

One: Please join me in our Prayer for lllumination:

ALL:  Thoughts. Ideas. Tasks we have to do. People we need to
see. Things we meant to say. All this and more swirls around
in our minds as we sit in this place. As we sit quietly, so quiet
our minds, O God. Help us to let go of all that floats around in
our heads, and let us, instead, grab hold of what your word

has to say to us this day. Amen.

Scripture Mark 1:1—8
One:  Thisis the word of the Lord.
Many: Thanks be to God.

Message Making Preparations

Pastor David M. Burgeson

The Great Thanksgiving for Advent — see insert
Taking of the Bread and Giving of the Cup - We Sing the Lord’s Prayer

Affirmation of Faith—see insert

O Come, All Ye Faithful

¥ Benediction and Choral Response

Postlude Prepare Thyself, Zion (J.S. Bach)

¥ Hymn No. 234
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Join us in Criswell Hall for
Coffee Hour hosted by:

JOY Circle

Next Week’s Host:
Worship Team
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"_!i- for flowers.
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chart in December.
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TODAY

Please join us for these

events TODAY.

e Christian Education Team
Meeting—Sunday (12/7) at 12
PM(MMR).

« Fellowship & Goodie Hour—
9:30 & 11:30 AM in Criswell Hall.

e Music for a Sunday Afternoon
“Celebration Chorus” - Sweet
Adeline's—Sunday (12/7) at 2
PM (S).

Abbreviation Legend
(S) Sanctuary  (PL) Parking Lot
(L) Library ~ (CH) Criswell Hall

(MMR) McMillen Room  (K) Kitchen
(P/S) Pastor’s Study

e UMC of AG Food Pantry—

Monday from 1—3 PM (CH).
Women of Prayer—Monday at 7
PM (S).

e Finance Team - Monday at 7 PM

(L)

Sew ’'n’ Sews —Tuesday at 9 AM
(MMR).

UMW Steering—Tuesday at 10
AM (L).

Grande Ringers Handbell Rehears-
al—Tues./[Thurs. at 5 PM.

Church Work Day - Wednesday at
9 AM. Come as you are able.
FREE Fellowship Dinner—
Wednesday at 5 PM (CH).

Advent Study—Wednesday at
5:45 PM (MMR).

e Choir Rehearsal—\Wednesday at 7

PM (S).

Esther Circle—Thursday at 12 PM
(at the home of Carleen Minkler).
AG UM cChildren’s Center Holiday
Program and Reception—
Thursday at 6:30 PM (S/CH)
Worship Team—Thursday at 7
PM (MMR).

Morning Bible Study—Friday at
8:30 AM (L).

Newsletter Deadline—Friday
Christmas Jubilee—Friday from

Poinsettia

Order Forms
Please fill out the
insert and place
it in the offering
basket as it passes or turn it into
the church office at your leisure.
These flowers will fill our sanctu-

ary for the Advent season.

7—9 PM(S).

Christmas Party and Parking Lot
Give Away—Saturday at 11 AM..
Praise Team Rehearsal—Saturday
at 6:30 PM (S).

Music for a Sunday Afternoon
“Celebration Chorus” - Sweet
Adeline's—Sunday (12/14) at 2 PM.

Staff Parish Relations Committee
has received a letter of resignation
from our Church Secretary, Sarah
Burgeson, to be effective January 1,
2015. Sarah has served us for 10
years and is graciously going to stay
on to help us fill this position.

We have also been informed that
the Bishop will moving Pastor David
to another location as of July 1%,
giving UMC of AG a new pastor in
July of 2015 and assigning Pastor
David and family to a new church.

A letter has been sent out to you
and your family with more infor-
mation. Thank you—Don Gugeler!

we're hiring!

accepted for the open

positions within our church.

Church Office Administrator,
Children's Ministry Director and

Youth Director are needed.

Please contact the church office for

a full job description and list of re-

sponsibilities to see if this is a right

fit for you. Prayerfully consider if

God may be calling you in to one of

these ministries.
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them this Christmas. You can
help!! See Jan Treat for more.
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-

United Methodist Men’s
Annual Christmas Jubilee
and Talent Show
December 12 from 7-9 PM
FREE—all are welcome!

Christmas Party for the
Needy and Homeless
Parking Lot Give-Away
December 13 at 11 AM

Advent Book
Study

This study has be-
gun. We are very
proud to have our
Lay Servants lead-
ing it. Joinus!
Book: $6.50 each

£ 7 Aven 2014
The Lord Is Our Light

CARE MINISTERS

We Need You!!

Volunteers are needed for after each

service to help with cards for those
who are ill and/or unable to attend

for varied reasons. If you would like
to help, please see Buffy Prestemon

in Criswell Hall.




Joys and Concerns for December 7, 2014

Lift Up These People In Recent Need of Prayer:

» Health and healing for those who are ill, battling
depression, isolation and the loss of loved ones.

« The People’s Kitchen needs a serving space that
is permanent.

« That we all would reach out to our community;
show the love of Christ.

« Lorie Ford—Shane who severed his spine and
needs a miracle.

» Harvey’s caretaker—Malia went to Tonga to visit
family.

« The Prestemon’s—mom and family as she is
having health issues.

+ The Gerrish’s—Samantha undergoing chemo
after giving birth to a healthy baby.

« Mike Jacob for headaches and stress relief; Lucy
Jacob & Joel Anderson’s parents were in church
visiting with us last week.

« Susan Coho’s cousin—Paul is still in need of
prayer for his memory, mobility and health.

« Victoria Gandy’s son Wil—continues to struggle
with Wegener’s Granuloma and other severe
health auto immune diseases.

« Prayer for Tina Moore and family with the
passing of Helen last Sunday.

« Leonard Mansell is in ICU with a blood infection
and mass in his head.

« Tom Egan had another treatment this past week.

« Ron Miller had colon cancer surgery.

Praise the Lord - Mercies Are New Every Morning!

« A warm welcome to our visiting friends.
Welcome home to those who we have not seen
for a while. It is good to have you with us!

« Praise God! Thomas Gandy got a job after being
out of work for a few years as he battles with
PTSD. Continue prayers for healing.

« Joel Anderson’s daughter Grace is doing well in
the Air Force. We are grateful for her service; He
and Lucy Jacob’s parents were visiting with us
last week.

« Bernie Hawkins—nephew was grateful for the
warm reception he received when visiting the
church.

Continued Prayer: Fenton McClure, Ken Coombs,
Isabella Sloan, Ayleen Melsheimer, Les Bradley,
Mike Douglas, Richard & Adam Gainer, Wil Ogden,
the Gandys, Rick Ventura, the Harveys, Lisa Graham,
the Mark Moore Family, Cristy Van Hook, Ellie
Asprion, Juji Boyle, Tom Egan, Guy Oates and Jim
Duffin.

Those In Care Facilities/Shut-ins: Bob Atwood, Bob
Serby, Wayne Frisby, Doris Rice, Ruby Weddell,
Madge Young, Jeanne Jenkins, Donna Truman, the
Bucktons, Sadie Krovious, Jerry Smith, Glen Hughes,
Doug Craig, & Doris Leddy.

Covenant Missionary: Tim & Juji Boyle (Japan)

Remember in Prayer: Our pastor and his family;
church family and friends; those with the unspoken
prayer; the ministries of this church; our church
leaders; those serving God around the world; the
hungry, displaced, sick and/or impoverished; the
many who are suffering after natural or man-made
disasters and for the workers who minister to them;
for God’s peace & justice for the world; our nation;
current leaders; salvation for the world through
Jesus Christ; the military & their families; the Middle
East & Syria; the unrest in the nation.

Cal-Pac Field Missionaries: Charley Brower (Alaska),
John Elmore (Chile), The Persons (Congo), Carmen
Aracelis Meléndez & Alejandro Rodriguez (Mexico).

North District Weekly Prayer Covenant
« Clergy Spouse &Families
o Camp Arroyo Grande—Steve Talent

Global Mission Focus for the Week

« Dec. 7: Rust College, Holly springs, MS;

« Dec. 8: World Hunger and Poverty Programs
addressing root causes of hunger and Poverty;

« Dec. 9: Individual Volunteers: Helping individuals
finance mission service;

« Dec. 10: Recycling Through
Redistribution: Donated health care equipment
and supplies for medical relief;

« Dec. 11: United Methodist Community House,
Grand Rapids, Ml;

« Dec. 12: United Community Cntr, Birmingham, AL;

« Dec. 13: United Community Centers, Fort Worth,
X
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