
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
M - F  from 9 AM – 1 PM  
(subject to change) 
* Our Senior Pastor is off on Mondays. 
 

Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Via E-mail:  fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
 

AG UM Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday thru 
Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM - 4:30 PM.   Come and 
find out if we are a good fit for you and your child. 
 

Office Hours:  M—F from 8 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 

 

Be sure to fill out an information sheet and turn it into the church office so 
that we can update our database.  Copies are available in the Narthex or via 
the church office.   We don’t want to miss your birthday, or an opportunity 

to send you the newsletter, as well as, pastor’s weekly e-mail.   

 

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Minerva G. Carcaño  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. Dr. Cedrick Bridgeforth 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. David M. Burgeson 
Missionary (retired):   
 Judy Atwood 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Sarah Burgeson 
Website Manager:   Jamie Foster 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Praise Team Director:  Susan Coho 
Organist:  Don McGuire 

 

Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Multi-Media Director:  Mike Coho 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Christian Education Directors: 
 Susan Coho, Adult   
 Open, Youth 
 Carolyn Russell, Children   
 
AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

 

Order of Worship 
December 14, 2014 —  8:30 AM  Casual Contemporary Worship Service 

  Denotes standing as you are able in body and/or spirit 
* Worship music is led by our praise team, The Lord’s Crew. 

 
Pre-Service Music by  the Lord’s Crew 

Welcome and News of the Church Pastor David 

The Advent Wreath—Victoria Gandy, Sarah Burgeson & Sadie Barber 

[Light the first and second candles in the Advent wreath.]  

 

One:  The third candle is the candle of JOY. We are told that the 
magi, when they saw the star over the place where Jesus 
was, “rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.” 

 

All:  May the light of Christ bring us joy.  
 

[Light the third candle.—the Candle of JOY] 
 

One:  The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert 
shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom 
abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing … They shall 
see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God (Isaiah 
35:1-2). 

 

All:  God, turn our days to joy that we may serve you always. Fill 
us with a sense of expectancy and wonder as we continue 
to prepare for the amazing blessings of the holy birth. 

 

Opening Praise Joy To The World 

 

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the First United Meth-
odist Church of Arroyo Grande and to this service of worship.  We are all 
so happy that you have joined us here today.  Your presence is a gift and 

we hope that you will find our worship meaningful and that you come 
worship with us again.   

 

If it is your first time with us, our Ushers have a gift for you in the Nar-
thex and hope that you will join us for goodies in our fellowship hall so 

that we can get to know you.  We hope to see you again soon! 
 

We invite you to fill out the  pew pad as it is passed and give us a record 
of your attendance.  If you have any special concerns or needs that this 

congregation is to be aware of, or you have a need to see the Pastor, 
please don’t hesitate to let us know.  You can either write it in the pew 
pad or fill out the prayer card in the pew in front of you and place it in 
the offering plate as it passes.  Contact our church office at the phone 

John 1:6—8, 19—28 
There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came 
as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all 
might believe.  He himself was not the light; he came only as a wit-
ness to the light.  
——————— 
Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders  in Jerusa-
lem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was.  He did not fail 
to confess, but confessed freely, “I am not the Messiah.” 
 
They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?” 
He said, “I am not.”  “Are you the Prophet?”  He answered, “No.”   
Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to 
those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”  John replied 
in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in 
the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’”  
  
Now the Pharisees who had been sent questioned him, “Why then 
do you baptize if you are not the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the 
Prophet?”  “I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you 
stands one you do not know.   He is the one who comes after 
me, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.”   This all 
happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John 
was baptizing. 
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Scripture Reading Isaiah 9:6—7 In Unison 

“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I de-
light;   I will put my Spirit on Him, and He will bring justice to the na-
tions.   He will not shout or cry out, or raise His voice in the streets. 
A bruised reed He will not break, and a smoldering wick He will not 

snuff out.    In faithfulness He will bring forth justice; 
 He will not falter or be discouraged till He establishes justice on 

earth.    In His teaching the islands will put their hope.”  
 

Praise What Child Is This? 
 O, Come All Ye Faithful 
 O Holy Night 
 
Prayer of Adoration   Susan Coho 

Prayer for the Giving and Receiving of Our Tithes and Offerings 
Offertory  A With Gladness of Men of Old   

We Share In God’s Peace  - please be seated when you hear the music.   

Joys and Concerns & Pastoral Prayer  

Scripture Reading   John 1:6—8;19 –28      
One: This is the word of the Lord.  
Many: Thanks be to God. 

Message Waiting 
 Pastor David M. Burgeson 

Holy Communion Liturgy (on screen) 
Communion Song Angels We Have Heard on High  

 Benediction  The Lord Bless Thee    Pastor David 

Recessional Sing To The King 

Join us in Criswell Hall for 
Coffee Hour hosted by: 

Worship Team 
Next Week’s Host: 

Church Council 
A new Coffee Hour list will 
be posted in the Kitchen 

next week.  Please be sure 
to check for your dates 

and mark your calendars.  

Please join us for these 
events TODAY. 

 Fellowship & Goodie Hour—
9:30 & 11:30 AM in Criswell Hall. 

 Music for a Sunday Afternoon 
“Celebration Chorus” - Sweet 
Adeline's—Sunday (12/7) at 2 
PM (S). 

Sign-up for 2015 Altar Flow-

ers.  A new chart is set up in 

Criswell Hall. Check it out! 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen  
(P/S) Pastor’s Study 

 UMC of AG Food Pantry—
Monday from 1—3 PM (CH). 

 Women of Prayer—Monday at 7 
PM (S).   

 Clergy Cluster Meeting—Tuesday 
at 9:30 AM. 

 Congregational Care Team—
Tuesday at 10 AM (L). 

 Preschool Board—Tuesday open 
session at 1:30 PM; closed session 
at 2:30 PM (MMR). 

 Grande Ringers Handbell Rehears-
al—Tues./Thurs. at 5 PM. 

 JOY Circle—Tuesday at 7 PM. 
 Church Work Day – Wednesday at 

9 AM.  Come as you are able. 
 People’ Kitchen Prep Day—

Wednesday at 8:30 AM (CH/K). 
 Communications Team—

Wednesday at 10:30 AM (P/S). 
 FREE Fellowship Dinner—

Wednesday at 5 PM (CH). 
 Advent Study—Wednesday at 

5:45 PM (MMR). 
 Choir Rehearsal—Wednesday at 7 

PM (S). 
 Five Cities Christian Women Gift 

Wrap and Food Distribution—
Thurs./Fri./ Sat.   (CH/K) 

 Morning Bible Study—Friday at 
8:30 AM (L). 

 

Staff Parish Relations Committee 
has received a letter of resignation 
from our Church Secretary, Sarah 
Burgeson.  Sarah has served us for 
10 years and is graciously going to 
stay on to help us fill this position.  

 

We have also been informed that 
the Bishop will moving Pastor David 

to another location as of July 1st,  
giving UMC of AG  a new pastor in 
July of 2015 and assigning Pastor 
David and family to a new church.     
A letter has been sent out to you 
and your family with more infor-

mation.  Thank you—Don Gugeler! 
LAST CHANCE 

Poinsettia  
Order Forms  
Please fill out the 

insert and place it in the offering 
basket as it passes or turn it into 
the church office at your leisure.  

These flowers will fill our sanctuary 
for the Advent season. 

 

 

 

Applications are now being 
accepted for the open  

positions within our church.     
Church Office Administrator,  

Children's Ministry Director & 
Youth Director are needed.  

 Please contact the church office for 
a full job description and list of re-
sponsibilities to see if this is a right 
fit for you.  Prayerfully consider if 

God may be calling you in to one of 
these ministries. 

We Need You!! 
Volunteers are needed for after each 
service to help with cards for those 
who are ill and/or unable to attend 

for varied reasons.  If you would like 
to help, please see Buffy Prestemon 

in Criswell Hall.   

Advent Book 
Study 

 

This study has 
begun.  We are 
very  proud to 
have our Lay 

Servants leading 
it.  Join us ! 

Book:   $6.50 

Church Office 
will be CLOSED  
December 24—

26 and January 1  
 

The AG UM Children’s Center will 
be CLOSED the week of December 
22—26. Please make note of this. 

Christmas Eve Carols and  
Candlelight 

December 24 at  5:30 PM 
This is a family friendly service. 
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Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM - 4:30 PM.   Come and 
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the church office.   We don’t want to miss your birthday, or an opportunity 
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 Judy Atwood 
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Website Manager:   Jamie Foster 
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First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

Welcome to Worship!  Please take a minute to fill out the 
pew pad as it passes.   Please silence all cell phones.                                              

 

 

 
 

Order of Worship 

December 14, 2014  —  10:30 AM  Worship Service 
  Denotes standing as you are able in body and/or spirit 

 

Welcome and News of the Church  

Organ Prelude Prelude on “Morning Star” (H. Balcome)  

Choral Introit  

 Hymn No. 216 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming   

The Advent Wreath — JOY                              Bernie & Mary Hawkins 
[Light the first and second candles in the Advent wreath.]  
 

One:  The third candle is the candle of JOY. We are told that the 
magi, when they saw the star over the place where Jesus 
was, “rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.” 

 

All:  May the light of Christ bring us joy.  
 

[Light the third candle.] 
 

One:  The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall 
rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom abun-
dantly, and rejoice with joy and singing … They shall see the 
glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God (Isaiah 35:1-2). 

 

All:  God, turn our days to joy that we may serve you always. Fill 
us with a sense of expectancy and wonder as we continue to 
prepare for the amazing blessings of the holy birth. 

 

Prayer of Confession  Pastor David     
* Please join me in our Prayer of Confession:  

All: Holy God, there is no stopping us now. There is so much to 
do before Christmas and we are on the move. We are mak-
ing our lists and checking them twice. We hear "The Twelve 
Days of Christmas" and pray we'll have twice as many. We 
are looking for boughs of holly and dreaming of a white 
Christmas. We see sugar plums, red-nosed reindeer, twin-
kling lights and mistletoe in every store window. 
 

Holy God, this season can be such a jumble and rush. 
Through it all, in it all and in spite of it all, restore the sense 
of whom we are waiting for. Let us get ready our hearts as 
well as our homes to receive the Savior of the world. Amen.  

 

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the First United Methodist 
Church of Arroyo Grande and to this service of worship.  We are all so happy 
that you have joined us here today.  Your presence is a gift and we hope that 

you will find our worship meaningful and that you come worship with us again.   

If it is your first time with us, our Ushers have a gift for you in the Narthex and 
hope that you will join us for goodies in our fellowship hall so that we can get 

to know you.  We hope to see you again soon! 

We invite you to fill out the  pew pad as it is passed and give us a record of 
your attendance.  If you have any special concerns or needs that this congre-
gation is to be aware of, or you have a need to see the Pastor, please don’t 
hesitate to let us know.  You can either write it in the pew pad or fill out the 
prayer card in the pew in front of you and place it in the offering plate as it 

passes.  Contact our church office at the phone numbers and e-mail listed on 
the back of this bulletin.  We praise God that you are here with us today! 

John 1:6—8, 19—28 

There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He 
came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that 
through him all might believe.  He himself was not the light; he 
came only as a witness to the light.  
——————— 
Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders  in Jeru-
salem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was.  He did 
not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am not the Messiah.” 
 
They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?” 
He said, “I am not.”  “Are you the Prophet?”  He answered, 
“No.”   Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to 
take back to those who sent us. What do you say about your-
self?”  John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the 
voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for 
the Lord.’”  
  
Now the Pharisees who had been sent questioned him, “Why 
then do you baptize if you are not the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor 
the Prophet?”  “I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among 
you stands one you do not know.   He is the one who comes af-
ter me, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.”   
This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jor-
dan, where John was baptizing. 
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Children’s Moment   Patti Melsheimer 
Nursery care is available. Children ages K-6 are dismissed with the teachers at this 

time to room 211.   Junior & Senior High will stay in worship with their families.  

 

Choral Anthem   Chancel Choir 

 Sharing of Our Joys & Concerns  with Pastoral Prayers & Thanksgiving 
The Lord’s Prayer  

Prayer for Giving & Receiving of Our Tithes & Offerings   

Offertory          Be Comforted, My People (L. Smith)   

 Doxology  

Prayer For Illumination  Patti Melsheimer 
One: Please join me in our Prayer for Illumination:   
ALL:   Come, Holy Spirit, come, to quicken our minds and open our 

hearts that we might receive your Word as it is read and pro-
claimed. Encourage or convict, comfort or confront as you 
know we need. Feed us and teach us, empowering us to re-
spond in obedient faithfulness. Amen.  

Scripture    John 1:6—8, 19—28 Patti Melsheimer 
One: This is the word of the Lord.  
Many: Thanks be to God. 

Message Waiting 
 Pastor David M. Burgeson 

 Affirmation of Faith 

We believe that you created the earth and all that is in it.  Human-
ity was perfect, full of life. 

We believe that You gave us free will, and we chose to sin.  Hu-
manity was no longer perfect, deserving death. 

We believer that You sent your Son, Jesus, who was without sin, 
to save us.  It was the only way. 

We believe that He came as a baby, born of a virgin.  H was fully 
God and fully human, one of us. 

We believe that He died, having never sinned, and therefore able 
to take all of our sins upon Himself. 

We believe that He ascended into heaven and will one day return 
again.  We will be made perfect.  We will live and reign with 
Him forever. 

This we believe. 

 

 Hymn No.  206 I Want to Walk As A Child of Light 

 Benediction and Choral Response  

Postlude         Postlude In Ancient Style (G. Blake) 

Join us in Criswell Hall for 
Coffee Hour hosted by: 

Worship Team 

Next Week’s Host: 

Church Council 

A new Coffee Hour list will 
be posted in the Kitchen 

next week.  Please be sure 
to check for your dates 

and mark your calendars.  

Please join us for these 
events TODAY. 

 Fellowship & Goodie Hour—
9:30 & 11:30 AM in Criswell Hall. 

 Music for a Sunday Afternoon 
“Celebration Chorus” - Sweet 
Adeline's—Sunday (12/7) at 2 
PM (S). 

Sign-up for 2015 Altar Flow-
ers.  A new chart is set up in 
Criswell Hall. Check it out! 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen  
(P/S) Pastor’s Study 

 UMC of AG Food Pantry—
Monday from 1—3 PM (CH). 

 Women of Prayer—Monday at 7 
PM (S).   

 Clergy Cluster Meeting—Tuesday 
at 9:30 AM. 

 Congregational Care Team—
Tuesday at 10 AM (L). 

 Preschool Board—Tuesday open 
session at 1:30 PM; closed session 
at 2:30 PM (MMR). 

 Grande Ringers Handbell Rehears-
al—Tues./Thurs. at 5 PM. 

 JOY Circle—Tuesday at 7 PM. 
 Church Work Day – Wednesday at 

9 AM.  Come as you are able. 
 People’ Kitchen Prep Day—

Wednesday at 8:30 AM (CH/K). 
 Communications Team—

Wednesday at 10:30 AM (P/S). 
 FREE Fellowship Dinner—

Wednesday at 5 PM (CH). 
 Advent Study—Wednesday at 

5:45 PM (MMR). 
 Choir Rehearsal—Wednesday at 7 

PM (S). 
 Five Cities Christian Women Gift 

Wrap and Food Distribution—
Thurs./Fri./ Sat.   (CH/K) 

 Morning Bible Study—Friday at 
8:30 AM (L). 

 

Staff Parish Relations Committee 
has received a letter of resignation 
from our Church Secretary, Sarah 
Burgeson.  Sarah has served us for 
10 years and is graciously going to 
stay on to help us fill this position.  

We have also been informed that 
the Bishop will moving Pastor David 

to another location as of July 1st,  
giving UMC of AG  a new pastor in 
July of 2015 and assigning Pastor 
David and family to a new church.     

A letter has been sent out to you 
and your family with more infor-

mation.  Thank you—Don Gugeler! 
Poinsettia  

Order Forms  
Please fill out the 
insert and place it 
in the offering bas-

ket as it passes or turn it into the 
church office at your leisure.  

These flowers will fill our sanctuary 
for the Advent season. 

 
 
 
 

 
Applications are now being 

accepted for the open  
positions within our church.     
Church Office Administrator,  

Children's Ministry Director & 
Youth Director are needed.  

 Please contact the church office for 
a full job description and list of re-
sponsibilities to see if this is a right 
fit for you.  Prayerfully consider if 

God may be calling you in to one of 
these ministries. 

We Need You!! 
Volunteers are needed for after each 
service to help with cards for those 
who are ill and/or unable to attend 

for varied reasons.  If you would like 
to help, please see Buffy Prestemon 

in Criswell Hall.   

Advent Book 
Study 

 

This study has 
begun.  We are 
very  proud to 
have our Lay 

Servants leading 
it.  Join us ! 

Book:   $6.50 

Church Office 
will be CLOSED  
December 24—

26 and January 1  
 

The AG UM Children’s Center will 
be CLOSED the week of December 
22—26. Please make note of this. 

Christmas Eve Carols and  
Candlelight 

December 24 at  5:30 PM 
This is a family friendly service. 



Joys and Concern with Thanksgiving and Prayer—14 December 2014 
 

Lift Up Those In Recent Need of Prayer: 
 Health and healing for those who are ill, 

battling depression, isolation and the loss of 
loved ones. 

 The People’s Kitchen needs a serving space that 
is permanent. 

 That we all would reach out to our community; 
show the love of Christ. 

 Those who are fighting cancer and other 
diseases; for the many deal with chronic pain. 

 Susan Coho’s cousin—Paul is still in need of 
prayer.  He is up to 50% and improving but not 
fully recovered.   

 Victoria Gandy’s son Wil—continues to struggle 
with Wegener’s Granuloma, and will have to 
have spinal surgery.  

 Prayer for Tina Moore and family with the 
passing of Helen last Sunday.  

 Leonard Mansell is in ICU with a blood infection 
and mass in his head. 

 Tom Egan had another treatment. 
 Calvin Thompson’s friend—Robyn will have a 

lumpectomy; for Calvin. 
 The Johnson girls as they seek to learn about 

Christ in this season. 
 Ron Miller had colon cancer surgery. 
 

Praise the Lord Whose Love Never Fails! 
 A warm welcome to our visiting friends.    

Welcome home to those who we have not 
seen for a while.  It is good to see you! 

 

Continued Prayer:  Fenton McClure, Ken 

Coombs, Isabella Sloan, Ayleen Melsheimer, Les 
Bradley, Mike Douglas, Richard  & Adam Gainer, 
Wil Ogden, the Gandys, Rick Ventura, the 
Harveys, Lisa Graham,  the Mark Moore Family, 
Cristy Van Hook, Ellie Asprion, Juji Boyle, Tom 
Egan, Guy Oates and Jim Duffin. 
 

Those In Care Facilities/Shut-ins: Bob 

Atwood, Bob Serby, Wayne Frisby, Doris Rice, 
Ruby Weddell, Madge Young,  Jeanne Jenkins, 
Donna  Truman, the Bucktons, Sadie Krovious, 
Jerry Smith, Glen Hughes, Doug Craig, & Doris 
Leddy. 
 

Covenant Missionary:  Tim & Juji Boyle (Japan) 
 

Remember in Prayer:  Our pastor and his 

family;  church family and friends; those with the 
unspoken prayer; the ministries of this church; 
our church leaders; those serving God around the 
world; the hungry, displaced, sick and/or 
impoverished; the many who are suffering after 
natural or man-made disasters and for the 
workers who minister to them; for God’s peace & 
justice for the world; our nation; current leaders; 
salvation for the world through Jesus Christ; the 
military & their families; the Middle East & Syria; 
the unrest in the nation. 
Cal-Pac Field Missionaries:  Charley Brower 
(Alaska), John Elmore (Chile), The Persons 
(Congo), Carmen Aracelis Meléndez & Alejandro 
Rodriguez (Mexico). 
 

North District Weekly Prayer Covenant 
 Clergy who are on leave. 

 The Cal-Pac Conference Staff 
 

Global Mission Focus for the Week 
 Dec. 14:  United Methodist Ministries, 

Omaha, NE 
 Dec. 15:  Wesley Community Centers of 

Savannah, Savannah, GA 
 Dec. 16:  Wesley Community Centers, 

Atlanta, GA 
 Dec. 17:  Mercy Ships Restoration of 

Hope:  Providing specialized surgeries on a 
hospital ship, West Africa 

 Dec. 18:  Haiti:  FONDAMA and Aga 
Missions:  Revitalization of Haiti 
agriculture 

 Dec. 19:  China;  Global Health Action:  Left-
behind Children Project. 

 Dec. 20:  Ghana:  Opportunity 
International:  Empowering women and 
children in Ghana through microfinance 
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