
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
M - F  from 9 AM – 1 PM  
(subject to change) 
* Our Senior Pastor is off on Mondays. 
 

Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail:  fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday thru 
Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM - 4:30 PM.   Come and 
find out if we are a good fit for you and your child. 
 

Office Hours:  M—F  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Minerva G. Carcaño  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:   
 Judy Atwood 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:   Jamie Foster 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
 

Praise Team Director:  Susan Coho 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Multi-Media Director:  Mike Coho 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Christian Education Directors: 
 Susan Coho, Adult   
 Open Position, Youth 
 Carolyn Russell, Children  
  

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

 

James 1:2-18  NRSV  

My brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of any kind,     
consider it nothing but joy, because you know that the testing of 
your faith produces endurance; and let  endurance have its full 
effect, so that  you may be mature and complete, lacking in noth-
ing.  If any of you is lacking in wisdom, ask God, who gives  to all 
generously and ungrudgingly, and it will be given you.  But ask in 
faith, never doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the 
sea, driven and tossed by the wind; for the doubter, being double-
minded and unstable in every way, must not expect to receive   
anything from the Lord. 
 

Let the believer who is lowly boast in being raised up,  and the rich 
in being brought low, because the rich will disappear like a flower 
in the field. For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers 
the field; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. It is the same way 
with the rich; in the midst of a busy life, they will wither away. 
 

Blessed is anyone who endures temptation. Such a one has stood 
the test and will receive the crown of life that the Lord has prom-
ised to those who love him.  No one, when tempted, should say,   
“I am being tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil 
and he himself tempts no one.  But one is tempted by one’s own 
desire, being lured and enticed by it; then, when that desire has 
conceived, it gives birth to sin, and that sin, when it is fully grown, 
gives birth to death. Do not be deceived, my beloved. 
 

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from 
above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there  
is no variation or shadow due to change.  In fulfillment of his own 
purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would 
become a  kind of first fruits of his creatures. 
 

1 Corinthians 10:13 NRSV 

No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone.  
God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your 
strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so 
that you may be able to endure it. 
 

               Today’s Liturgist:  Joel Anderson  

 

 

     
 
 
 
 

 

 

   8:30 AM WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

 

 

 

October 25, 2015 

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the First United Methodist 
Church of Arroyo Grande and to this service of worship.  We are  

happy that you have joined us here today.  Your presence is a gift                        
and we hope that you will  find our worship meaningful and that you  

come worship with us again.   
 

If it is your first time with us, we invite you to join us for coffee hour 
in our fellowship hall so that we can get to know each other. 

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


 

 

Order of Worship 

Twenty Second Sunday after Pentecost 
 

  October 25, 2015                     8:30 AM 
 

CENTERING WORDS 
 

“No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man.  God is faithful, and he 
will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also 

provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.” 
                                                                     —-1 Corinthians 10:13  (ESV) 

 

Music by The Lord’s Crew 
 

* You are invited to stand in body and/or in spirit. 
 

  

  PRE-SERVICE MUSIC             Leaning on the Everlasting Arms    
 

  WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE CHURCH                     
  

*SHARING GOD’S PEACE   
 

*PRAISE SONGS                        Holy, Holy, Holy  
        Holy Spirit Rain Down 
        Breathe 
 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION        Susan Coho 
  
  SONG OF ILLUMINATION    Through It All 
 

  SCRIPTURE           James 1:2-18 
         1 Corinthians 10:13 (NRSV) 
 

  SONG OF PREPARATION  Strength of My Life 
                    
  MESSAGE              “MORE THAN WE CAN HANDLE?” 

                  Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
 

  OFFERTORY SONG               I Cast All My Cares Upon You (Instrumental) 
 

  JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

  CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION 
 Pastoral Prayer / Lord’s Prayer 
 Sharing the Liturgy 
 Communion Song       Hungry 
 

*BENEDICTION SONG             The Lord Bless Thee 
 

*RECESSIONAL                          Reprise—Leaning on the Everlasting Arms 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
5:45 PM — Criswell Hall 

 
 

Wednesday, October 28, 
is the sixth and final of the six week 

study of  1-3 John, “Abiding in Love”.   
 

 
This week’s session is entitled,  

“Knowing and Abiding”  (2-3 John). 
 

Susan Coho,  
Adult Christian Education Director, 

teaches the series. 

5:

Coffee Hour Today  
Is Hosted By 

   

WORSHIP TEAM 
 

 
Next Week’s Coffee Hour  

Will Be Hosted By  
  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

We thank you all for your       
service to our church! 

 

 

To My Beloved Father 

On His Birthday 
 

From Pamela Bauske 

 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        
(P/S) Pastor’s Study 

SUNDAY 

MORNING 

YOUTH BIBLE 

STUDY 

CRISWELL HALL 

10:30 AM 

Join Us for Fellowship and Fun  

on Sunday mornings ! 
 

All middle school and high school 

students are invited. 

Ibby Russell leads the group. 

Contact 
Chuck & Betty 
Ashton 

 

 

Free Wednesday Suppers 
We continue to offer Wednesday 

5 PM free meals for the church 

and the community. 

Let’s Plan Ahead! 
Get your name on the calendar 

for helping with a meal. 

There are funds to reimburse for 

expenses if you desire. 
Please contact Judy Atwood, Lay Leader 

SAVE THE DATE ! 
December 5, 2015 

CHRISTMAS GIVEAWAY  
In Our UMC Parking Lot 

Need—Christmas Gifts 

Need—Volunteers 

Need—Blankets, Jackets 

Need—Winter Clothing—In clean           
and good repair 

Contact 
Chuck & Betty 
Ashton 

 

Halloween Happening 

Sunday, October 25, 11:30 AM 
 

Children of all ages are invited to 

participate in this Sunday School 

sponsored event. 
 

Do wear your fun Halloween     

costume to church that day !  
 

Following the 10:30 service we 

will have a costume parade, lunch 

and games and crafts. 
 

This is going to be a lot of fun, so 

please plan to       attend, and 

bring your children, grandchil-

dren, nieces, nephews and neigh-

bors. 
Safe Family Fun ! No scary stuff please ! 

Halloween Happening 
Today! 

Sunday, October 25, 11:30 AM 
 

Children of all ages are invited to 

participate in this Sunday School 

sponsored event. 
 

Do wear your fun Halloween     

costume to church that day !  
 

Following the 10:30 service we 

will have a costume parade, lunch 

and games and crafts. 
 

This is going 

to be a lot of 

fun, so please 

plan to       

attend, and 

bring your 

children, grandchildren, nieces, 

nephews and neighbors. 
Safe Family Fun ! No scary stuff please ! 

 

MISSION COMMITTEE 

BLANKET AND COAT DRIVE 

**Collection Container in the Narthex** 

   
These are designated for   
Christmas Giveaways by   

 

 5 Cities Christian Women’s      
Pantry and People’s Kitchen  

 

Monday—10/26 

 Pastor’s Day Off 

 Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM (CH) 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM (S) 
Tuesday—10/27 

 Senior Exercise— 8:30 AM (CH) 

 Sew ‘n’ Sews—-9 AM (MMR) 

 Chair Yoga Class—11 AM (CH) 

 Grande Ringer Practice—5 PM 
(Handbell Room) 

Wednesday—10/28 

 Senior Exercise— 8:30 AM (CH) 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Mary-Martha—9:30 AM (MMR) 

 Ladies Christian Counseling 
Groups—12 PM  (L) 

 Free Dinner—5 PM (CH) 

 Adult Study # 6—5:45 PM (CH) 

 Chancel Choir—7 PM (S) 
Thursday—10/29 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM (CH) 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM (L) 

 Grande Ringers Practice—5 PM 
(Handbell Room) 

 Church Council—7 PM (MMR) 
Friday—10/30 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM (L) 

 Praise Team Set-up—5:30 PM (S) 

 Praise Team Practice—6:30 PM (S) 
Saturday—10/31 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Halloween Happening 

At 11:30 AM, after  

the second service           
See announcement next page 

 

On Sunday, November 8, 
new members will be              

received at both services. 
 

Rev. Birgelaitis will be meeting 
on Nov. 1 at Noon in the            

Pastor’s Study with those who 
intend to join. 



First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
M - F  from 9 AM – 1 PM  
* Our Senior Pastor is off on Mondays. 
 

Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Via E-mail:  fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program tours are given by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday between 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM -   
4:30 PM.   We invite you to visit and see if  we are a good fit 
for your family.  
 

Office Hours:  M—F from 9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Minerva G. Carcaño  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:   
 Judy Atwood 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:   Jamie Foster 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Praise Team Director:  Susan Coho 

Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Multi-Media Director:  Mike Coho 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Christian Education Directors: 
 Susan Coho, Adult   
 Open Position, Youth 
 Carolyn Russell, Children   
 
 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

                      Welcome to Worship!   

Order of Worship 

Twenty Second Sunday after Pentecost 

  October 25, 2015               10:30 AM 
 

CENTERING WORDS 
 

“No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man.  God is faithful, and he 
will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also 

provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.” 
                                                                     —-1 Corinthians 10:13  ESV 

 
 

 * You are invited to stand in body and/or spirit 
 

   WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE CHURCH 

   PRELUDE    I Exalt Thee by Sanchez / Hayes 

   INTROIT                         How Can I Keep From Singing? 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  (adapted from Mary Scifres, Words for Worship) 
  
      Come, you who are suffering and sick. 
            God is our help and our strength. 
      Come, you, who are filled with joy.  
            God is our help and our strength. 
       Come, people of faith, your prayers are needed here. 
            God is our help and our strength. 
       Come, call on Christ’s name, and trust in God’s love. 
            Amen.  
         
*OPENING HYMN               Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above       No. 126 
 

  CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                                              Patti Melsheimer 
Nursery care is available.  Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers  

at this time.   Junior and Senior high will meet in Criswell Hall. 

      
  CHORAL ANTHEM            Peace Like A River              
                                                                 The  Chancel Choir 

 

   SHARING OF OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

   A TIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER 
 

                   Choral Call to Prayer     Shepherd Me, O God  
  

 Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants, 
 beyond my fear, from death to life.   
                              

                   Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer 
   

                   Choral Response            Shepherd Me, O God      
                      
  
                 
                   
  
 
 

 

 
 

 
James 1:2-18  NRSV 

My brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of any kind,      
consider it nothing but joy, because you know that the testing of 
your faith produces endurance; and let  endurance have its full 
effect, so that  you may be mature and complete, lacking in noth-
ing.  If any of you is lacking in wisdom, ask God, who gives to all 
generously and ungrudgingly, and it will be given you.  But ask in 
faith, never doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the 
sea, driven and tossed by the wind; for the doubter, being double-
minded and unstable in every way, must not expect to receive any-
thing from the Lord. 
 

Let the believer who is lowly boast in being raised up,  and the rich 
in being brought low, because the rich will disappear like a flower  
in the field. For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers   
the field; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. It is the same way 
with the rich; in the midst of a busy life, they will wither away. 
 

Blessed is anyone who endures temptation. Such a one has stood 
the test and will receive the crown of life that the Lord has prom-
ised to those who love him. 1No one, when tempted, should say,    
“I am being tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil 
and he himself tempts no one.  But one is tempted by one’s own 
desire, being lured and enticed by it; then, when that desire has 
conceived, it gives birth to sin, and that sin, when it is fully grown, 
gives birth to death. Do not be deceived, my beloved. 
 

 Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from  
above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is 
no variation or shadow due to change.  In fulfillment of his own   
purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would 
become a  kind of first fruits of his creatures. 
 

1 Corinthians 10:13  NRSV 
No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone.   
God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your 
strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so 
that you may be able to endure it. 
                Today’s Liturgist:  Virginia Mothes  
 

 
 

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the First United Methodist 
Church of Arroyo Grande and to this service of worship.  

 We are happy that you have joined us here today.  Your presence is a gift, 
and we hope that you will  find our worship meaningful and that you                       

come worship with us again.   
 

If it is your first time with us, we invite you to join us for coffee hour 
in our fellowship hall so that we can get to know each other. 

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


  
 

 

 

 

     
     
  

   
   SCRIPTURE  James 1:2-18 (NRSV) 
   1 Corinthians 10:13 (NRSV) 
 

*HYMN                  We’ll Understand It Better By and By                      No.  525 
 

   SERMON        “MORE THAN WE CAN HANDLE?” 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 

   OFFERING 
               Call to Stewardship and Mission 
   Offertory   All Creatures of our God and King         by Lasst Erfreuen 

             *Doxology / Prayer of Dedication                                                No. 95 
 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, 
all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  
       

*CLOSING HYMN           My Hope Is Built                                No. 368 
 

*BENEDICTION 
      
*CHORAL BENEDICTION RESPONSE     Go Now In Peace                    No. 665 
             

  POSTLUDE      Christ Is Made The Sure Foundation          by Henry Purcell 

Coffee Hour Today  
Is Hosted By 

   

WORSHIP TEAM 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
Will Be Hosted By  

  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

We thank you all for your       

service to our church! 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        

(P/S) Pastor’s Study 

 

 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
5:45 PM   

Criswell Hall 
 

Wednesday, October 28 
is the sixth and final of the six week 
study of 1-3 John, “Abiding in Love”.             

 

This week’s study is entitled,           
“Knowing and Abiding”  (2-3 John) 

 

Susan Coho,  
Adult Christian Education Director, 

teaches the series. 

 Halloween Happening 
Sunday, October 25, 11:30 AM 

 

Children of all ages are invited to 

participate in this Sunday School 

sponsored event. 
 

Do wear your fun Halloween     

costume to church that day !  
 

Following the 10:30 service we 

will have a costume parade, lunch 

and games and crafts. 
 

This is going 

to be a lot of 

fun, so please 

plan to       

attend, and 

bring your 

children, grandchildren, nieces, 

nephews and neighbors. 
 

Safe Family Fun ! No scary stuff please ! 

SUNDAY 

MORNING 

YOUTH BIBLE 

STUDY 

CRISWELL HALL 

10:30 AM 
 

Join Us For Fellowship And Fun  

on Sunday mornings ! 
 

All middle school and high school 

students are invited. 

Ibby Russell leads the group. 

 

Free Wednesday Suppers 
We continue to offer Wednesday 

5 PM free meals for the church 

and the community. 

Let’s Plan Ahead! 
Get your name on the calendar 

for helping with a meal. 

There are funds to reimburse for 

expenses if you desire. 
 

Please contact Judy Atwood, Lay Leader 

SAVE THE DATE ! 
December 5, 2015 

CHRISTMAS GIVEAWAY  
In Our UMC Parking Lot 

Need—Christmas Gifts 

Need—Volunteers 

Need—Blankets, Jackets 

Need—Winter Clothing—   

In clean and good repair 

 
Contact 
Chuck & Betty 
Ashton 

 

MISSION COMMITTEE 
 

BLANKET AND COAT DRIVE 

**Collection Container  in the Narthex** 
 

These are designated for   
Christmas Giveaways by   

 

 5 Cities Christian Women’s Pantry 
and People’s Kitchen  

5:   

 

 

 

 

 

To My Beloved Father 

On His Birthday 

From Pamela Bauske 

 

Monday—10/26 

 Pastor’s Day Off 

 Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM (CH) 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM (S) 
Tuesday—10/27 

 Senior Exercise— 8:30 AM (CH) 

 Sew ‘n’ Sews—-9 AM (MMR) 

 Chair Yoga Class—11 AM (CH) 

 Grande Ringer Practice—5 PM 
(Handbell Room) 

Wednesday—10/28 

 Senior Exercise— 8:30 AM (CH) 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Mary-Martha—9:30 AM (MMR) 

 Ladies Christian Counseling 
Groups—12 PM  (L) 

 Free Dinner—5 PM (CH) 

 Adult Study # 6—5:45 PM (CH) 

 Chancel Choir—7 PM (S) 
Thursday—10/29 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM (CH) 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM (L) 

 Grande Ringers Practice—5 PM 
(Handbell Room) 

 Church Council—7 PM (MMR) 
Friday—10/30 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM (L) 

 Praise Team Set-up—5:30 PM (S) 

 Praise Team Practice—6:30 PM (S) 
Saturday—10/31 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Halloween Happening 

At 11:30 AM, after  

the second service           
See announcement next page 

 

On Sunday, November 8, 
new members will be              

received at both services. 
 

Rev. Birgelaitis will be meeting 
on Nov. 1 at Noon in the            

Pastor’s Study with those who 
intend to join. 


