Luke 13:1-9

Now there were some present at the time who told Jesus
about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their
sacrifices. Jesus answered, “Do you think that these Galile-
ans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because
they suffered this way? I tell you, no! But unless you repent,
you too will all perish. Or those eighteen who died when the
tower in Siloam fell on them—-do you think they were more
guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? | tell you, no!
But unless you repent, you too will all perish.”

Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in
his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it but did

not find any. So he said to the man who took care of the
vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for
fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down!
Why should it use up the soil?’

“USir,” the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year,
and I’ll dig around it and fertilize it. If it bears fruit next
year, fine! If not, then cut it down.”

Today’s Liturgist: Sharon Roemer
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In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the
First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande
and to this service of worship.

We are happy that you have joined us here today.

We hope that you will find our worship meaningful and that
you come worship with us again.
If it is your first time with us, we invite you to join us for coffee hour

in our fellowship hall so that we can get to know each other.

First United Methodist Church

of Arroyo Grande

275 North Halcyon Road
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420
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8:30 AM WORSHIP SERVICE

(subject to change)
* Our Senior Pastor is off on Mondays.

Church Office: 805.481.2692

On The Web @ worshipweekly.com
Office E-mail: fumcag(@sbcglobal.net
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail: revmaryb@fumcag.org

Arroyo Grande United Methodist

Children’s Center
Program Tours Daily
day thru Friday 9:30
2:30 PM - 4:30 PM. Come and find out if we are

a good fit for you and your child. C Us C P

by appointment ONLY on Mon-
AM -11:30 AM or
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Office Hours: M—F from 9 AM—s5 PM
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Choir Director: Julie Burns
Choral Pianist: Dennis Eiler
Multi-Media Director: Mike Coho
Handbell Choir Director:
Leonard Lutz
Children’s Education Director:
Carolyn Russell

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop:
Minerva G. Carcafio

North District Superintendent:
Rev. James Powell

Senior Pastor:
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis

Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:
Judy Atwood

Church Office Administrator: AG UM Children’s Center
Frances Robertson Director: Madrigal Quaglino

Website Manager: Jamie Foster (805) 481-2223
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Third Sunday In Lent

Music by The Lord’s Crew
February 28, 2016
Gathering
OPENING PRAISE | Saw the Light

WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE CHURCH

*PRAISE SONGS Have Thine Own Way/Power Medley

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Heal Our Land

*SHARING GOD’S PEACE

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Sharing Joys & Concerns
Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving

ited'Methodist Church

Sharing and Responding to God’s Word

SONG OF ILLUMINATION Just As| Am

SCRIPTURE Luke 13:1-9

SERMON “THE CRUX OF THE MATTER”
Rev. Mary Birgelaitis

RESPONSE SONG | Surrender All

CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION
(please bring offering up at Communion)

Words for Communion
Communion Song | Have Decided to Follow Jesus
Prayer after Communion

Going Forth to Serve

*FINAL BLESSING  Just A Closer Walk With Thee

*CLOSING SONG He Is Jehovah

*Worshipers stand as able.
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Coffee Hour Today
Is Hosted By

CARING CONGREGATION
New Member Luncheon

Next Week’s Coffee Hour
Will Be Hosted By

All Church Members

8:30 AM

We thank you all for your
service to our church!

Altar Flowers

Happy Birthday
to my son
SEAN

From Jan Treat

.
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Abbreviation Legend

(S) Sanctuary  (PL) Parking Lot
(L) Library ~ (CH) Criswell Hall

(MMR) McMillen Room  (K) Kitchen

Monday—2/29

e Emergency Food Pantry —1-3 PM-CH

e  Women of Prayer—7 PM—S

Tuesday—3/1
Senior Exercise— 8:30 AM—-CH

e Sew ‘n Sews plus Knitters—9 AM—
MMR

e UMW Chair Yoga Class—11 AM--CH

e Grande Ringers Rehearsal—5 PM —
Handbell Room

Wednesday—3/2

e Senior Exercise— 8:30 AM—CH

Church Work Day—9 AM

Ladies Christian Counseling—12 PM--L

e Free Dinner —5 PM—CH

e Lenten Study Group—5:45 PM—CH

e  Chancel Choir—7 PM—S

Thursday—3/3

e People’s Kitchen Prep-Leave to Serve
11:15 AM—8 AM —K

e Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH

Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L

e Grande Ringers Rehearsal—5 PM—
Handbell Room

e  Worship Team—6 PM—MMR

Friday—3/4

e  Spirit Day-AGUMCC-Wear your Shirts!

e Bible Study—8:30 AM—L

e AGUMCC Closed—3:30 PM

e  AGUMCC Staff Development (4 PM to
5:30 PM)—3:30 PM— MMR

Saturday—s3/5

e  Praise Team Set Up—5:30 PM—S

e  Praise Team Rehearsal—6:30 PM—S

Statements 0f ﬁbb/)g/

are available on request from the
Financial Secretary, Virginia Mothes.
Virginia’s email:
virginiamothes@att.net
Alternatively, you can leave a request
in her mailbox in the church office or
a phone message at the Financial
Office by calling 481-2692 x 13.

Please note that the statements are

not available in the church office.

A MOMENT FOR MISSION
“All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given

us the ministry of reconciliation.” — 2 Corinthians 5:18
1
%M(.OR

United Mathodist Committea on Ralief

United Methodists have an opportunity to turn our attention
toward one cause. On “One Great Hour of Sharing Sunday” we
focus on carrying out Christ’'s work of reconciliation in the broken
places in our world. Our special offering supports the work of the
United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). UMCOR works
domestically and internationally on projects that offer humanitarian
relief and disaster response in ways that sustain communities. This work includes sanitation, clean
water, sustainable agriculture, global refugee and migration response and much more.

A Special Collection will be taken next Sunday, March 6, for ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING

JOHN The Gospel of Light and Life
by Adam Hamilton

Wednesday Evenings at 5:45 PM
The Word Made Flesh
The Miraculous Signs of Jesus
The “I AM” Sayings of Jesus

ADAM HAMILTON

Gospel of Light .
& i The Farewell Discourse
The Arrest, Trial, and Crucifixion of the King
Eternal Life

You are invited to join us on Wednesdays during
Lent or purchase a book for your own study.

SUNDAY . NEW MEMBER
MORNING ﬁ”“‘ {171 WELCOME LUNCHEON
STUDY ﬁ‘ R .
CRISWELL HALL \ o/ af'l"er' sejcond service
10:30 AM il in Criswell Hall

Why: Getting o know new members
and each other

What: FREE Lunch—Fun—Fellowship

Sponsored by
Caring Congregation Committee
There is room for youl
If you've not signed up, see Patti M.

Join Us For Fellowship And
Fun on Sunday mornings !

All middle school and high
school students are invited.

Ibby Russell lead's the group.

“Gas Voucher Program Discontinued”—Excerpted From February Cast-A-Net article:

The Finance Committee recommended and the Church Council concurred that the Gas
Voucher program be discontinued. The program was created many years ago when
there was a gas station around the corner. It was intended primarily to benefit travelers
passing through the area. Gas was a lot cheaper then. Arroyo Grande Shell has report-
ed a number of abuses of the program. Vouchers are used to buy gas, then cash to buy
cigarettes, beer and junk food. The same people are often coming in every few months.
Most other organizations that had a gas voucher program have discontinued it due to
abuses or have much tighter restrictions. Rev. Mary and the Mission team will come up
with a plan to redirect the Benevolence Offering towards a new or existing ministry.



http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/one-great-hour-of-sharing

Today's

Luke 13:1-9 / Scripture

Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus
about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with
their sacrifices. Jesus answered, “Do you think that these
Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans
because they suffered this way? | tell you, no! But unless
you repent, you too will all perish. Or those eighteen who
died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—-do you think
they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusa-
lem? | tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all
perish.”

Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing
in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it but did
not find any. So he said to the man who took care of the
vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for
fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down!
Why should it use up the soil?’

“USir,” the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year,
and I'll dig around it and fertilize it. If it bears fruit next
year, fine! If not, then cut it down.””

David Beaman, Liturgist
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In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the
First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande
and to this service of worship.
We are happy that you have joined us here today. We hope that you will
find our worship meaningful and that you come worship with us again.

If it is your first time with us, we invite you to join us for coffee hour
in our fellowship hall so that we can get to know each other.

First United Methodist Church

of Arroyo Grande

275 North Halcyon Road
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420

Contact us.

M-F fromg9 AM -1PM
* Our Senior Pastor is off on Mondays.

Church Office: 805.481.2692
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com
Via E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net
Rev. Mary Birgelaitis: revmaryb@fumcag.org

Arroyo Grande United Methodist
Children’s Center

Program tours are given by appointment ONLY on Monday
through Friday between 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM - 4:30
PM. We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for
your family.

Office Hours: M—F from 8 AM—5 PM
Office: 805.481.2223
E-mail: agumcc@sbcglobal.net

Choir Director: Julie Burns
Choral Pianist: Dennis Eiler
Multi-Media Director: Mike Coho
Handbell Choir Director:
Leonard Lutz
Children’s Education Director:
Carolyn Russell

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop:
Minerva G. Carcafio
North District Superintendent:
Rev. James Powell
Senior Pastor:
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis
Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:
Judy Atwood
Church Office Administrator:
Frances Robertson
Website Manager: Jamie Foster

AG UM Children’s Center
Director: Madrigal Quaglino
(805) 481-2223
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Welcome to Worship!

ORDER OF WORSHIP

Third Sunday in Lent

February 28,2016 10:30 AM
CENTERING WORDS

“If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross,
and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it;
but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel shall save it.
For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul?”

---Mark 8:34-36
WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE CHURCH
PRELUDE Beneath the Cross of Jesus Frederick Maker
CHORAL INTROIT If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee No. 142

*CALL TO WORSHIP

This is the season of Lent, a time to remember the passion of Jesus.
A season in which we consider what it means to take up the
cross and follow Jesus.
As we rehearse the sacred story of His Passion, may God help us to
be faithful disciples of the Way.
Amen!

*OPENING HYMN And Can It Be That | Should Gain No. 363
Verses 1-3

OPENING PRAYER

Loving God,

As we worship, give us new awareness.

Renew our sense of hope and wonder.

Open us up to new possibilities, and lead us to repentance
as we let go of all that hinders our growth in love.

Call us from guilt and shame into grace and truth.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MOMENT Patti Melsheimer

Nursery care is available. Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers
at this time. Junior and Senior high will meet in Criswell Hall.
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SHARING JOYS AND CONCERNS

ATIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER

Congregational Call to Prayer Jesus, Remember Me  No. 488
Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer No. 895
Congregational Response This is Our Prayer No. 487

ANTHEM Irresistible Edwards and Stone
B.G. Perriguey, soloist
SCRIPTURE Luke 13:1-9
*HYMN Where He Leads Me No. 338
SERMON “THE CRUX OF THE MATTER”
Rev. Mary Birgelaitis
OFFERING
Call to Stewardship and Mission
Offertory Thou Art Worthy Pauline M. Mills

Doxology/Prayer of Dedication Hymnal, No. 95

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him,
all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*CLOSING HYMN Take Up Thy Cross No. 415
*BENEDICTION
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE Lift High the Cross No. 159

Refrain 2 times
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim,
Till all the world adore his sacred name

POSTLUDE Glory to His Name John H. Stockton

* You are invited to stand in body and/or spirit
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Coffee Hour Today
Is Hosted By

CARING CONGREGATION

New Member Luncheon

Next Week’s Coffee Hour

Will Be Hosted By
All Church Members

We thank you all for your

service to our church!

Altar Flowers

Happy Birthday
to my son
SEAN

From Jan Treat
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Abbreviation Legend

(S) Sanctuary  (PL) Parking Lot
(L) Library ~ (CH) Criswell Hall

Bulletin Boarﬂ (MMR) McMillen Room  (K) Kitchen

THE WEEK AHEAD

Monday—2/29
e Emergency Food Pantry —1-3 PM-CH
e Women of Prayer—7 PM—S
Tuesday—3/1
Senior Exercise— 8:30 AM--CH
Sew ‘n Sews plus Knitters—9 AM—
MMR
UMW Chair Yoga Class—11 AM--CH
e Grande Ringers Rehearsal—5 PM —
Handbell Room
Wednesday—s3/2
Senior Exercise— 8:30 AM—CH
Church Work Day—9 AM
e Ladies Christian Counseling—12 PM--L
e Free Dinner —5 PM—CH
e Lenten Study Group—5:45 PM—CH
e  Chancel Choir—7 PM—S
Thursday—3/3
e People’s Kitchen Prep-Leave to Serve
11:15 AM—8 AM—K
Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH
Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L
Grande Ringers Rehearsal—5 PM—
Handbell Room
e Worship Team—6 PM—MMR
Friday—3/4
e Spirit Day-AGUMCC-Wear your Shirts!
Bible Study—38:30 AM—L
e AGUMCC Closed—3:30 PM
AGUCC Staff Development (4 PM to
5:30 PM)—3:30 PM—MMR
Saturday—3/5
e  Praise Team Set Up—5:30 PM—S
e  Praise Team Rehearsal—6:30 PM—S

A MOMENT FOR MISSION

“All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given
us the ministry of reconciliation.” — 2 Corinthians 5:18

United Methodists have an opportunity to turn our attention
toward one cause. On “‘One Great Hour of Sharing Sunday” we

focus on carrying out Christ's work of reconciliation in the broken

places in our world. Our special offering supports the work of the 4

United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). UMCOR works \ Uh[(,OR
domestically and internationally on projects that offer humanitarian United Mathadist Commitiea on Ralisf
relief and disaster response in ways that sustain communities. This

work includes sanitation, clean water, sustainable agriculture, glob-

al refugee and migration response and much more.

A Special Collection will be taken next Sunday, March 6, for ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING

JOHN

The Gospel of Light and Life
by Adam Hamilton

Wednesday Evenings at 5:45 PM

The Word Made Flesh
The Miraculous Signs of Jesus
The “I AM” Sayings of Jesus
The Farewell Discourse
The Arrest, Trial, and Crucifixion of the King
Eternal Life

‘_‘ You are invited to join us on Wednesdays during Lent

or purchase a book for your own study.

ADAM HAMILTON

Statements of fz&/}y

are available on request from the
Financial Secretary, Virginia Mothes.
Virginia’s email is
virginiamothes@att.net

Alternatively, you can leave a request in
her mailbox in the church office or a
phone message at the Financial Office by
calling 481-2692 x 13.

Please note that the statements are
not available in the church office.

Join Us For Fellowship And Fun
on Sunday mornings !

All middle school and high
school students are invited.

Ibby Russell leads the group.

SUNDAY outh " NEW MEMBER
MORNING Bﬁﬂe 1! . WELCOME LUNCHEON
YOUTH BIBLE  Jlydy e ¢, A\
STUDY TODAY
CRISWELL HALL N after second service
10:30 AM e in Criswell Hall

Why: Getting to know new members
and each other
What: FREE Lunch—Fun—Fellowship
Sponsored by
Caring Congregation Committee
There is room for youl
If you've not signed up, see Patti M.

“Gas Voucher Program Discontinued”—Excerpted From February Cast-A-Net article:

The Finance Committee recommended and the Church Council concurred that the Gas
Voucher program be discontinued. The program was created many years ago when

there was a gas station around the corner. It was intended primarily to benefit travelers
passing through the area. Gas was a lot cheaper then. Arroyo Grande Shell has report-
ed a number of abuses of the program. Vouchers are used to buy gas, then cash to buy
cigarettes, beer and junk food. The same people are often coming in every few months.
Most other organizations that had a gas voucher program have discontinued it due to
abuses or have much tighter restrictions. Rev. Mary and the Mission team will come up
with a plan to redirect the Benevolence Offering towards a new or existing ministry.
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