
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday-Thursday from 9 AM – 1 PM  

 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail:  fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday thru 
Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM - 4:30 PM.    
Come and find out if we are a good fit for you and your child. 
 

Office Hours:  M—F  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Minerva G. Carcaño  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:   
 Judy Atwood 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:   Jamie Foster 
Multi Media:  Dave Bauer 
 

Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Children’s Education Director:  
  Carolyn Russell 
Youth Leader:  Ibby Russell  
 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the  
First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande  

and to this service of worship.   
We are happy that you have joined us here today.   

We hope that you will  find our worship meaningful and that  
you  come worship with us again.   

  
 
 

Luke 14:1, 7-14 

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a 
leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they 
were watching him closely. 

When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, 
he told them a parable.  “When you are invited by someone 
to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, 
in case someone more distinguished than you has been       
invited by your host; and the host who invited both of you 
may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’     
and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest 
place.   But when you are invited, go and sit down at the    
lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to 
you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in 
the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all who 
exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.” He said also to the one who had 
invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not 
invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich 
neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you 
would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the 
poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be 
blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be       
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”                                            

         

     Today’s Liturgist:  Bob Throndson  

 

8:30 AM WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

 

 

 

AUGUST 28, 2016 

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


Order of WorshiP 
 

August 28, 2016    Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost   8:30 AM 
Music by The Lord’s Crew  

                                              
   Gathering 
 

  
*OPENING PRAISE                    All the People Said Amen 
       

  WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE CHURCH 
    
*PRAISE                                     Open the Eyes of My Heart 
                                                                  I Will Rejoice 
               All Who Trust 
 
*SHARING GOD’S PEACE 
            

  PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

 Sharing Joys & Concerns 
 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 

               Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 
 

  SONG OF ILLUMINATION Jesus What A Beautiful Name 
 

  SCRIPTURE                                      Luke 14:1, 7-14 
             
  SERMON                            “IN RETURN” 
                       Rev. Mary Birgelaitis 
            
  OFFERING SONG                          Bind Us Together 
 

  CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION 
   

 Words for Communion 
 Communion Song               Come To Jesus 
 Prayer after Communion 
  

 Going Forth to Serve 
 

*FINAL BLESSING             Instruments of Peace 
 

*CLOSING SONG                     Rounded Up In Glory 
 
*Worshipers stand as able               

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        
(P/S) Pastor’s Study 

 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        
(P/S) Pastor’s Study 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

   

CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by  

 JOY CIRCLE 
 

We thank you all for your       
service to our church! 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        
(P/S) Pastor’s Study 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

                     Welcome to Worship!                                                

 

 

Monday—8/29 

 Emergency Food Pantry—1-3 PM—CH 

 Quilting Class-G McGuire—5:45 PM-CH 

 Dinner Theater Rehearsal—6 PM-213-5 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—8/30 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM–-CH 

 Sew ‘n Sews plus knitters—9 AM—
MMR 

 Nominating Committee—10 AM—PS 

 No Chair Yoga—Resumes 9/6—11 AM 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5:30 PM--
Handbell Room                                                 

Wednesday—8/31 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Free Dinner—5 PM—CH 

 Adult Study Class—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir—7 PM—S 
Thursday—9/1 

 People’s Kitchen Prep—8 AM—Leave 
to Serve—11:15 AM 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—-10 AM—L 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5:30 PM—
Handbell Room 

 Dinner Theater Rehearsal—6 PM—CH 
Friday—9/2 

 Spirit Day at AGUMCC 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 

 AGUMCC Closed—3:30 PM 

 AGUMCC Staff Dev—4 PM—MMR 
Saturday—9/3 

 Praise Team Set Up—5:30 PM—S 

 Praise Team Rehearsal—6:30 PM—S 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                  OUR GIFTS 
        8:30 AM   10:30 AM TOTAL  Weekly Offerings Budgeted: $4,711 

July 31   32         81         113        July 31 Received:        $3,698 

Aug   7   35       83        118       Aug  7   Received:        $7,017 

Aug 14    32       81         113        Aug 14  Received:       $6,023 

Aug 21    38           100       138       Aug 21   Received:        $5,387 
  

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:         $37,686 

Fiscal Year to Date Received:                        $43,031 

In Honor of  the  

Birthday of My Son  
 

Cody Castleman  
 

on August 31st 

 

From Cristy Van Hook 

 

Many thanks to  
Judy Atwood,   

Cristy Van Hook and  
Janice Moore  

for generous donations of  
 

“The Faith We Sing”  hymnals.   

Donated in memory of 
 Bob Atwood and Art Moore 

Chancel Choir Rehearsals  
Begin this Wednesday,  Aug 31 
7 PM in the sanctuary 

Fun, fellowship,  
  singing a variety of music,  

praising God in song. 
 

Contact Julie Burns, Choir Director.  

Chancel Choir will return singing at  
10:30 AM worship on Sep 11. 

New Members Invited ! 

Get Your 

Dinner  

Theater 

Tickets Now! 
We are almost sold out! 

Deadline is September 15 
See a choir member to buy yours -$20 each 
 

Mark your calendar for 

September 24 ! 
 

Will you recognize “Fritz” 
or “Wolfgang”?? 

WEDNESDAY 

NIGHT CLASSES 
Start August 31 

At 5:45 PM 

 

This week’s class is part 1 of 2 of  
 

MAKING SENSE OF THE BIBLE 
 

 Brief DVD Segments by  

Adam Hamilton 

 

Please Join Us! 

Free Wednesday Suppers    
for the church and community 

begin August 31 at 5 PM 

Let’s Plan Ahead !  

 Food Preparation for these Free 

Meals is Needed— 

Get your name on the calendar ! 
There are funds to reimburse  

for expenses if you desire. 
Please contact Judy Atwood, Lay Leader 

The 2016  UMW    

Spiritual Growth  

Retreat “Created for 

Happiness” is  

Saturday,  September  17th  

8:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

Registration Fee:  $25  

Deadline: September 14 

Registration forms available at 

the UMW table in Criswell Hall 

 
 
 

 Fall Meeting 

 Saturday, Sep 10, 9:30 a.m. 

 Coco’s Restaurant 

 Keynote speaker will be Rex 
Miller, a member of our 
choir and Manager of  Camp 
Arroyo Grande.  

 No reservations required, 
order your own food 

 All men welcome! 



First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday—Thursday from 9 AM to 1 PM 
 

On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Via E-mail:  fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary Birgelaitis: revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program tours are given by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday between 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM - 4:30 
PM.   We invite you to visit and see if  we are a good fit for 
your family.  
 

Office Hours:  M—F from 8 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Minerva G. Carcaño  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:   
 Judy Atwood 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:   Jamie Foster 
Multi Media:  Dave Bauer 
 

Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Children’s Education Director:  
 Carolyn Russell 
Youth Leader:  Ibby Russell  
 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

                    Welcome to Worship!   

 

Order of WorshiP 

 

August 28, 2016            Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost          10:30  AM   
 

CENTERING WORDS  
  

Let mutual love continue.  Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, 
for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. 

                                                                                            Hebrews 13:1-2 

       
   WELCOME 
                                                                                 

   PRELUDE     Thou Art Worthy           Pauline Mills  
 

 *CALL TO WORSHIP   
              
     Come to the banquet, whether rich or poor . . . 

     for everyone is an honored guest. 
  Come to the feast, whether weak or strong . . . 
     for all will be seated and fed. 
  Come now to worship, come one and all . . . 
     for all are welcome here. 

 

 *OPENING HYMN             Christ for the World We Sing                       No. 568 

   OPENING PRAYER 
 

  God of finest wheat and sweetest honey,  
     fill us with good things during our time of worship.  
  Take our full hearts, and transform them  
     into lives that share your Word of Life with those we meet— 
      stranger and friend, rich and poor, old and young.  
  May we be your instruments of loving welcome  
     in all that we do and all that we say. Amen. 

 
  CHILDREN’S MOMENT                            Patti Melsheimer 

Nursery care is available.  Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers  
at this time.   Junior and Senior high will meet in Criswell Hall. 

 

   SPECIAL MUSIC           Beautiful the Love                     Forsythe, G. / Smith, J.   
 Ann Smith and Julie Burns, duet 
 
  JOYS AND CONCERNS FROM THE PRAYER BOOK 

                                    

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the  
First United Methodist  Church of Arroyo Grande   

and to this service of worship. 
We are happy that you have joined us here today  

and hope that you will  find our worship meaningful. 
Please come to worship with us again soon.     

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a 
leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they 
were watching him closely. 

When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, 
he told them a parable.  “When you are invited by someone 
to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, 
in case someone more distinguished than you has been       
invited by your host; and the host who invited both of you 
may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’     
and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest 
place.   But when you are invited, go and sit down at the  
lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to 
you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in 
the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all who 
exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.” He said also to the one who had 
invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not 
invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich 
neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you 
would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the 
poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be 
blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be      
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”   

                                         Today’s Liturgist:  Rose Ann Steiner 

      
 

Luke 14:1, 7-14 

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


 Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        
(PS) Pastor’s Study  (HR) Handbell Room 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

JOY CIRCLE 
 
 

We thank you all for your       
service to our church! 

Monday—8/29 

 Emergency Food Pantry—1-3 PM—CH 

 Quilting Class-G McGuire—5:45 PM-CH 

 Dinner Theater Rehearsal—6 PM-213-5 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—8/30 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM–-CH 

 Sew ‘n Sews plus knitters—9 AM—
MMR 

 Nominating Committee—10 AM—PS 

 No chair Yoga—Resumes 9/6—11 AM 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5:30 PM—
Handbell Room 

Wednesday—8/31 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Free Dinner —5 PM—CH 

 Adult Study Class—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir—7 PM—S 
Thursday—9/1 

 People’s  Kitchen Prep—8 AM—Leave 
to Serve—11:15 AM 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—-10 AM—L 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5:30 PM—HR 

 Dinner Theater Rehearsal—6 PM—CH 

 Worship Team—6 PM—MMR 
Friday—9/2 

 Spirit Day at AGUMCC 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 

 AGUMCC Closed—3:30 PM 

 AGUMCC Staff Dev—4 PM—MMR 
Saturday—9/3 

 Praise Team Set Up—5:30 PM—S 

 Praise Team Rehearsal—6:30 PM—S 

 
 

   A TIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER 
 

            Choral Call to Prayer             Live in Charity             FAITH WE SING  2179            
 Congregational Lord’s Prayer                    
 Choral Response                    Live in Charity             FAITH WE SING  2179           
                      
  SCRIPTURE                 Luke 14:1, 7-14 
 

  RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

 My friends, we know what is good… 
 to do justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with our God. 

 May mutual love and genuine hospitality be our guiding lights. 
 All who exalt themselves will be humbled,  
 but those who humble themselves will be exalted. 

 May humble servanthood be our way in the world. 
   
 *HYMN Jesus Thine All Victorious Love                    No. 422 
 

   SERMON                                  “IN RETURN”              

            Rev. Mary Birgelaitis 
 

   OFFERING 
 

           Call to Stewardship and Mission      
            Offertory                       Open Our Eyes                                                Bob Cull 

           Doxology/Prayer of Dedication                                  Hymnal, No. 95  
 

                   Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him,  
    all creatures here  below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;   

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

*CLOSING HYMN     Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service       No. 581 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

    Go forth with the love of God  
           to share hope and hospitality with all you meet. 
   Go forth with the grace of Christ  
           to offer kindness and compassion to a world in need. 
 

*RESPONSE      Lord Dismiss Us                                       No. 671     
      

  Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing; fill our hearts with joy and peace;  
let us each, thy love possessing, triumph in redeeming grace.  
O refresh us, O refresh us, traveling through this wilderness. 

 
Thanks we give and adoration for thy gospel’s joyful sound. 

May the fruits of thy salvation in our hearts and lives abound; 
ever faithful, ever faithful to the truth may we be found. 

 

POSTLUDE      Shout to the Lord             Darlene Zschech  

*Worshipers stand as able. 

 

Liturgy from Words for Worship©2015 Mary Scifres and B. J. Beu for Mary Scifres Ministries 
Reprint permission granted for subscribers 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                  OUR GIFTS 
        8:30 AM   10:30 AM TOTAL   Weekly Offerings Budgeted: $4,711 

July 31   32         81         113  July 31 Received:          $3,698 

Aug   7   35            83     118      Aug  7  Received:      $7,017 

Aug 14    32    81      113  Aug 14 Received:          $6,023 

Aug 21    38          100        138     Aug 21 Received:          $5,387 
 

       

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:           $37,686 

Fiscal Year to Date Received:                           $43,031 

 

 

Chancel Choir Rehearsals  
Begin this Wednesday,  Aug 31 
7 PM in the sanctuary 

Fun, fellowship,  
  singing a variety of music,  

praising God in song. 
 

Contact Julie Burns, Choir Director.  

Chancel Choir will return singing at  
10:30 AM worship on Sep 11. 

New Members Invited ! 

Get Your 

Dinner 

Theater 

Tickets Now! 
We are almost sold out! 

Deadline is September 15 
See a choir member to buy yours -$20 each 

 

Mark your calendar for 

September 24 ! 
 

Will you recognize “Fritz” 
or “Wolfgang”?? 

WEDNESDAY 

NIGHT CLASSES 
Start August 31 

At 5:45 PM 

 

This week’s class is part 1 of 2 of  
 

MAKING SENSE OF THE BIBLE 
 

 Brief DVD Segments by  

Adam Hamilton 

 

Please Join Us! 

Free Wednesday Suppers    
for the church and community 

begin August 31 at 5 PM 

Let’s Plan Ahead !  

 Food Preparation for these 

Free Meals is Needed— 

Get your name on the calendar ! 
There are funds to reimburse  

for expenses if you desire. 
Please contact Judy Atwood, Lay Leader 

The 2016  UMW    

Spiritual Growth  

Retreat “Created for 

Happiness” is  

Saturday,  September  17th  

8:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

Registration Fee:  $25  

Deadline: September 14 

Registration forms available at 

the UMW table in Criswell Hall 

 
 
 

 Fall Meeting 

 Saturday, Sep 10, 9:30 a.m. 

 Coco’s Restaurant 

 Keynote speaker will be Rex 
Miller, a member of our 
choir and Manager of  
Camp Arroyo Grande.  

 No reservations required, 
order your own food 

 All men welcome! 

 

Many thanks to  
Judy Atwood,   

Cristy Van Hook and  
Janice Moore  

for generous donations of  
 

“The Faith We Sing”  hymnals.   

Donated in memory of 
 Bob Atwood and Art Moore 

In Honor of  the  

Birthday of My Son  
 

Cody Castleman  
 

on August 31st 

 
From Cristy Van Hook 


