
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday-Thursday from 9 AM – 1 PM  

 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday thru 
Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM - 4:30 PM.    
Come and find out if we are a good fit for you and your child. 
 

Office Hours:  M—F  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:   
 Judy Atwood 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:   Jamie Foster 
Multi Media:  Dave Bauer 
 

Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Children’s Education Director:  
  TBS 
Youth Leader:  Ibby Russell  
 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the  
First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande  

and to this service of worship.   
We are happy that you have joined us here today.   

We hope that you will  find our worship meaningful and that  
you  come worship with us again.   

 Matthew 20:1-16 
 

  “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went 
out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard.           
After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he 
sent them into his vineyard.  When he went out about nine 
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and 
he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay 
you what-ever is right.’  So they went.  When he went out 
again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 
And about five o’clock he went out and found others stand-
ing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here 
idle all day?’  They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ 
He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.”  When   
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, 
‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with   
the last and then going to the first.’  When those hired about 
five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily 
wage.  Now when the first came, they thought they would 
receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily 
wage.  And when they received it, they grumbled against the 
landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and  
you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden 
of the day and the scorching heat.’  But he replied to one of 
them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong;  did you not agree 
with me for the usual daily wage?  Take what  belongs to you 
and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to 
you.  Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what  be-
longs to me?  Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 
So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”                                         
      
                                                                             Today’s Liturgist: Cristy Van Hook 
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 Order of WorshiP 
 

September 18, 2016                                                                           8:30 AM 
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

   

Music by The Lord’s Crew  

                                            
   Gathering 
 

 *OPENING PRAISE       Come Now Is the Time to Worship 
 

   HANDBELL INTROIT             I Am Thine, O Lord                    arr. Linda R. Lamb 

    
  WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE CHURCH 
 

  HANDBELL ANTHEM                Grazioso                                   Arnold B. Sherman

  
*PRAISE                                            Breathe  
       Because He Lives 
 

*SHARING GOD’S PEACE 
            

  PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

 Sharing Joys & Concerns 
 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 

         Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 
 

  SONG OF ILLUMINATION   Who Is Like Thee 
 

  SCRIPTURE                                Matthew 20:1-16 
             
  SERMON           “GOD’S LOVE BEYOND COMPARE”                                                    
        Rev. Mary Birgelaitis 
            
  OFFERING SONG                             Sanctuary 
 

  CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION 
   

 Words for Communion 
 Communion Song    Create In Me a Clean Heart 
 Prayer after Communion 
  

 Going Forth to Serve 
 

*FINAL BLESSING                God Is So Good 
 

*CLOSING SONG           When the Saints Go Marching In 
 

*Worshipers stand as able               

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen   

        

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        

 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

UMC CHILDREN’S CENTER 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by  

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

We thank you all for your        
service to our church! 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

                     Welcome to Worship!                                                

 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                  OUR GIFTS 
        8:30 AM   10:30 AM TOTAL  Weekly Offerings Budgeted: $4,711 

Aug 21    38           100       138       Aug 21   Received:       $5,387 

Aug 28    32          66        98        Aug 28  Received:       $3,550 

Sep   4    34            82       116        Sep   4 Received:        $8,059 

Sep 11     32        85       117        Sep  11 Received:      

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:      

Fiscal Year to Date Received:       

Get Your 

Dinner  

Theater 

Tickets Now! 
 

Last chance to get tickets from choir 

members or church office—$20 each 

 

This coming Saturday 
 

September 24 ! 

5:00-7:30 PM 
 

WEDNESDAY 

NIGHT CLASSES 
5:45 PM 

Criswell Hall 

 

This week’s class—- 
 

THE APPLAUSE OF HEAVEN 
 

 By Max Lucado 
 

Session 2 of 10—Books Available 

Please Join Us! 

Free Wednesday Suppers    
for the church and community  

All Welcome—5 PM, Criswell Hall 

Monday—9/19 

 Emergency Food Pantry —1 PM—CH 

 Quilting Class–McGuire-5:45 PM-CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
    Tuesday—9/20 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM–-CH 

 Sew ‘n Sews plus knitters—9 AM—
MMR 

 Nominating Committee—10 AM-PS 

 UMW Chair Yoga—11 AM—CH 

 Preschool Board 
           Open Session—1:30 PM 
           Closed Session—2:30 PM 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 Dinner Theater Rehearsal—6 PM-CH  

 JOY Circle—7 PM-Home of member 
Wednesday—9/21 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Communications—10 AM—L 

 Free Dinner—5 PM—CH 

 Adult Study Class—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir—7 PM—S 
Thursday—9/22 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—-10 AM—L 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 Dinner Theater Rehearsal—6 PM-CH 
Friday—9/23 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 

 UMW Book Club—11 AM—CH 
        10:15 AM Set Up 
Saturday—9/24 

 Dinner Theater Event—5 PM—CH 
         3 PM—Set Up 

        Join the UMW 
Book Club members 
as they welcome 
local author, Jim 
Gregory, to Criswell 
Hall on Friday, Sept. 
23 at 11 A.M.  Some 
of  the local tidbits Jim     
will share include:  

 how he discovered where Clarence       

Ballagh's (related to UMC members)     
airplane crashed; 

 his resources for information on local Elliott 

Whitlock's squadron and more about Lady 
Moe, the pet donkey of the squadron; 

 how he used ancestry.com to find         

information on everything from soldiers' 
military records to records on interned  
Japanese Americans; 

 brief excerpts from an old local newspaper 

column called "Letters from our Boys"; 

 a short musical video presentation about 

life at Camp SLO during the war. 
 

Don't miss out on hearing Jim, a former AGHS 
history teacher, feature the significant contribu-
tions of local soldiers and  United Methodists in 
WWII and its aftermath.  If you have a chance, 
read World War II Arroyo Grande before the 
meeting (available through the library system). 

 

  PANCAKE 
  BREAKAST 

 
SAVE THE DATE—SUNDAY OCT. 9 
Menu: Pancakes, Eggs, Hash 
Browns & Sausage   
Tickets: Adults $8  
Kids $4 (12 or over)   
On Sale: Sept. 25th 

 

In Honor of  

Bud and Betty Johnson’s  

61st Anniversary  

on September 17, 2016 

 

        From Donald Johnson 

Last Sunday we rejoiced 

at the return of the      

Chancel Choir from   

summer break 

 

Today we welcome back the 

Grande Ringers handbells 
 

 

Thank you to all our musicians 

Food Preparation for the 

Free Wednesday Dinners 

We Need Volunteers! 
 

Let’s Plan Ahead... 
  
 

Get your name on the calendar  

for helping with a meal.   
 

There are funds to reimburse for expenses 

if you desire. 

 

Tri Tip Barbecue 
Carnival Games 

Trike-A-Thon 

 

Arroyo Grande 
United Methodist Children’s Center 

 
    Face Painting, Bounce Houses,  

    Pumpkin Patch, & More ! 
 

 For more information, call 481-2223 

   
     

      

Please note that offering          
update for Sep 11 not avail-
able at time of printing 



First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday—Thursday from 9 AM to 1 PM 
 

On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Via E-mail:  fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary Birgelaitis: revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program tours are given by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday between 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM - 4:30 
PM.   We invite you to visit and see if  we are a good fit for 
your family.  
 

Office Hours:  M—F from 8 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:   
 Judy Atwood 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:   Jamie Foster 
Multi Media:  Dave Bauer 
 

Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Children’s Education Director:  
     TBS 
Youth Leader:  Ibby Russell  
 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

                    Welcome to Worship!   
 

Order of WorshiP 
 

September 18, 2016                                                                                 10:30 AM 
  
       

  Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

        
  WELCOME 
                                                                                 

  PRELUDE                     God Himself is Present    arr. David Cherwien 
  
  HANDBELL INTROIT                    I Am Thine, O Lord       arr. Linda R. Lamb 

 

*OPENING HYMN             Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee                       No. 89 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   
             

    In a world of confusion and chaos,  
    God invites us to focus and find our center. 
   May we focus our thoughts this day, 
    and find purpose and hope anew. 
   May we center on Christ together, 
    and discover compassion and abundant love. 

 

  OPENING PRAYER 
 

   God of clarity and call,  
    speak to us in this time of worship.  
   Center our thoughts on your call,  
    and our minds on your message.  
   Center our focus on the path and purpose  
    you lay before us.  
   Center our hearts on your Spirit among us, 
    that we may know your presence 
     and behold your glory. 

  
  CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                        Leonard Lutz
     

Nursery care is available.  Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers  
at this time.   Junior and Senior high will meet in Criswell Hall. 

 

   HANDBELL ANTHEM              Grazioso         Arnold B. Sherman 
 

   JOYS AND CONCERNS FROM PRAYER BOOK   
                                    

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the  
First United Methodist  Church of Arroyo Grande   

and to this service of worship. 
We are happy that you have joined us here today  

and hope that you will  find our worship meaningful. 
Please come to worship with us again soon.     

Matthew 20:1-16 
     

  “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went 
out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard.           
After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he 
sent them into his vineyard.  When he went out about nine 
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and 
he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay 
you what-ever is right.’  So they went.  When he went out 
again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the 
same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others 
standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing 
here idle all day?’  They said to him, ‘Because no one has 
hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.”  
When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, begin-
ning with the last and then going to the first.’  When those 
hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the 
usual daily wage.  Now when the first came, they thought 
they would receive more; but each of them also received the 
usual daily wage.  And when they received it, they grumbled 
against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one 
hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne 
the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’  But he         
replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong;  
did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage?  Take 
what  belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last     
the same as I give to you.  Am I not allowed to do what I 
choose with what belongs to me?  Or are you envious             
because I am generous?’  So the last will be first, and the first 
will be last.”                                         

                                                                           Today’s Liturgist:  Roger Sperling 

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


 Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        
(PS) Pastor’s Study  (HR) Handbell Room 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

UMC CHILDREN’S CENTER 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 
 

Monday—9/19 

 Emergency Food Pantry —1 PM-CH 

 Quilting Class–McGuire-5:45 PM-CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
    Tuesday—9/20 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM–-CH 

 Sew ‘n Sews plus knitters—9 AM—
MMR 

 Nominating Committee—10 AM-PS 

 UMW Chair Yoga—11 AM—CH 

 Preschool Board—MMR 
           Open Session—1:30 PM 
           Closed Session—2:30 PM 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM-- HR 

 Dinner Theater Rehearsal—6 PM-CH  

 JOY Circle—7 PM-Home of member                                      
Wednesday—9/21 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Communications—10 AM—L 

 Free Dinner—5 PM—CH 

 Adult Study Class—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir—7 PM—S 
Thursday—9/22 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—-10 AM—L 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 Dinner Theater Rehearsal—6 PM-CH 
Friday—9/23 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 

 UMW Book Club—11 AM—CH  
         10:15 AM Set Up 
Saturday—9/24 

 Dinner Theater Event—5 PM—CH 
         3 PM—Set Up 

    
   
 

  A TIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER 
 

            Choral Call to Prayer     Cares Chorus          
 Congregational/Lord’s Prayer      Hymnal No. 895                  
 Choral Response            Cares Chorus 
 
  CHOIR ANTHEM       Great Is Our God         Craig Courtney

                                    
  SCRIPTURE                             Matthew 20:1-16 
           
*HYMN  There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy                 No. 121 
 

 SERMON  “GOD’S LOVE BEYOND COMPARE”              

                Rev. Mary Birgelaitis 
 

  OFFERING 
 

           Call to Stewardship and Mission      
            Offertory                          Andante in F         Louis Vierne  

 Doxology/Prayer of Dedication               Hymnal, No. 95 
 

                   Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him,  
 all creatures here  below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;   

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
              

*CLOSING HYMN                 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven           No. 66 
 

*BENEDICTION 
  

     Go forth with passion and purpose. 
  Go forth with love guiding every step. 
  Go forth with confidence and courage. 
  For we go now in the power and strength of God’s Holy Spirit. 
 

*RESPONSE      Song of Hope                  Argentine Folk Melody 

   

  POSTLUDE                          Grand Chorus          Theodore Dubois 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Worshipers stand as able. 

Liturgy from Words for Worship©2015 Mary Scifres and B. J. Beu for Mary Scifres Ministries 
Reprint permission granted for subscribers 

            
 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                  OUR GIFTS 
        8:30 AM   10:30 AM TOTAL   Weekly Offerings Budgeted: $4,711 

Aug 21    38          100        138     Aug 21 Received:          $5,387 

Aug 28    32         66         98  Aug 28 Received:          $3,550 

Sep   4    34            82     116      Sep   4 Received:      $8,059 

Sep  11    32    85      117   Sep  11 Received:          
 

       

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:     

Fiscal Year to Date Received:                       

Get Your 

Dinner 

Theater 

Tickets Now! 
 

Last chance to get tickets  from choir  

members or church office—$20 each 
 

 This coming Saturday 
September 24 ! 

5:00-7:30 PM 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY 

NIGHT CLASSES 
 5:45 PM 

Criswell Hall 

 

This week’s class—  
 

THE APPLAUSE OF HEAVEN 
 

 By Max Lucado  

 

Session 2 of 10—Books available 

Please Join Us! 

        Join the UMW 
Book Club members 
as they welcome 
local author, Jim 
Gregory, to Criswell 
Hall on Friday, Sept. 
23 at 11 A.M.  Some 
of  the local tidbits Jim     
will share include:  

 how he discovered where Clarence       

Ballagh's (related to UMC members)     
airplane crashed; 

 his resources for information on local Elliott 

Whitlock's squadron and more about Lady 
Moe, the pet donkey of the squadron; 

 how he used ancestry.com to find         

information on everything from soldiers' 
military records to records on interned  Jap-
anese Americans; 

 brief excerpts from an old local newspaper 

column called "Letters from our Boys"; 

 a short musical video presentation about life 

at Camp SLO during the war. 
 

Don't miss out on hearing Jim, a former AGHS 
history teacher, feature the significant contribu-
tions of local soldiers and United Methodists in 
WWII and its aftermath.  If you have a chance, 
read World War II Arroyo Grande before the 
meeting (available through the library system). 

Arroyo Grande 
United Methodist Children’s Center 

 
    Face Painting, Bounce Houses,  

    Pumpkin Patch, & More ! 
 

 For more information, call 481-2223 

 

 

Tri Tip Barbecue 
Carnival Games 

Trike-A-Thon 
 

 

 

 

Free Wednesday Suppers    
for the church and community  

All Welcome—5 PM, Criswell Hall 

Food Preparation for the 

Free Wednesday Dinners 

We Need Volunteers! 
 

Let’s Plan Ahead... 
  
 

Get your name on the calendar  

for helping with a meal.   
 

There are funds to reimburse for expenses 

if you desire. 

Last Sunday we rejoiced 

at the return of the      

Chancel Choir from  

summer break 

 

Today we welcome back the 

Grande Ringers handbells 
 

 

Thank you to all our musicians 

 

 

  PANCAKE 
  BREAKAST 
 

SAVE THE DATE—SUNDAY OCT. 9 
Menu: Pancakes, Eggs, 
Hash Browns & Sausage   
Tickets: Adults $8  
Kids $4 (12 or over)   
On Sale: Sept. 25th 

 

In Honor of  

Bud and Betty Johnson’s  

61st Anniversary  

on September 17,2016 

 

        From Donald Johnson 

   

Please note that offering          

figures for Sep 11 not avail-

able at time of printing 


