
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday-Thursday from 9 AM – 1 PM  

 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday thru 
Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM - 4:30 PM.    
Come and find out if we are a good fit for you and your child. 
 

Office Hours:  M—F  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:   
 Judy Atwood 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:   Jamie Foster 
Multi Media:  Dave Bauer 
 

Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Children’s Education Director:  
  TBS 
Youth Leader:  Ibby Russell  
 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the  
First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande  

and to this service of worship.   
We are happy that you have joined us here today.   

We hope that you will  find our worship meaningful and that  
you  come worship with us again.   

 
 
Romans 2:21-31 
 

But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, 
and is attested by the law and the prophets,  the righteousness of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinc-
tion,  since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are 
now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus,  whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his 
blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, 
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previous-
ly committed;  it was to prove at the present time that he himself is 
righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. Then 
what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 
works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that a person is justified 
by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. Or is God the God of 
Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, since 
God is one; and he will justify the circumcised on the ground of faith 
and the uncircumcised through that same faith. Do we then overthrow 
the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law. 
 

James 2:14-24 
 

1What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but 
do not have works? Can faith save you?  If a brother or sister is naked 
and lacks daily food,  and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep 
warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, 
what is the good of that?  So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 
 But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me 
your faith apart from your works, and I by my works will show you my 
faith.  You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons be-
lieve—and shudder.  Do you want to be shown, you senseless person, 
that faith apart from works is barren?  Was not our ancestor Abraham 
justified by works when he offered his son Isaac on the altar?  You see 
that faith was active along with his works, and faith was brought to 
completion by the works.  Thus the scripture was fulfilled that says, 
“Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness,” 
and he was called the friend of God.  You see that a person is justified 
by works and not by faith alone.                                                                               
     Today’s Liturgist: Sharon Roemer  

 

8:30 AM WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OCTOBER 16, 2016 
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 Order of WorshiP 
 

October 16, 2016                                                                           8:30 AM 
Twenty Second Sunday after Pentecost  

Music by the Lord’s Crew   
and the Grande Ringers 

                                           
   Gathering 
 

*OPENING PRAISE        Our God Is an Awesome God 
 

 HANDBELL INTROIT              Holy, Holy, Holy                       arr. Arnold Sherman 

 

 WELCOME AND NEWS OF THE CHURCH 
 

 HANDBELL ANTHEM         Again I Say Rejoice                          arr. Lloyd Larson 

 

*PRAISE                                     Heal Our Land 
        All Who Trust 
 

*SHARING GOD’S PEACE 

 

  PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

 Sharing Joys & Concerns 
 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 

         Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 
 

  SONG OF ILLUMINATION       Offering 
 

  SCRIPTURE                 Romans 2:21-31,  James 2:14-24 
                                          
  SERMON              “FAITH THRESHOLDS”                         
             Rex Miller 
 

  OFFERING SONG             I Just Want to Praise You 
 

  CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION 
 

 Words for Communion 
 Communion Song     On Bended Knee 
 Prayer after Communion 
  

 Going Forth to Serve 
 

*FINAL BLESSING            How I Love You Lord 
 

*CLOSING SONG                My Sisters and Brothers             
 

*Worshipers stand as able               

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen   

        

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        
(P/S) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

MARY-MARTHA-ESTHER 
CIRCLE 

 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by  

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

 
We thank you all for your        

service to our church! 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

                     Welcome to Worship!                                                

 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN THE CHURCH? 
MAYBE  SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13th 

IS THE TIME FOR YOU! 
 

Let the pastor know you are wishing to join, 
and we will officially welcome you into 

the congregation in November. 
 

You may e-mail revmaryb@fumcag.org, call 805 746-3480 or 
leave a message with Frances in the office at 805 481-2692. 

Today 
we welcome 
Rex Miller in 
the pulpit. 

 

Pastor Mary invited Rex Miller, 
who serves as Resident Manager 
of Camp Arroyo Grande and will 
be  leaving the area at year-end,      

to share his interesting and      
inspiring faith journey with us.  

 

 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                  OUR GIFTS 
        8:30 AM   10:30 AM TOTAL     Weekly Offerings Budgeted:  $4,711 

Sep 18    44             86       130       Sep 18 Received:        $2,729 

Sep 25   40             90      134        Sep 25 Received:        $2,750 

Oct 2     35             96       131        Oct 2   Received:        $7,994 

Oct 9   34             79       113        Oct 9 Received:          $5,658 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:                        $70,660 

Fiscal Year to Date Received:                        $78,706 

MISSION FEST POTLUCK 
 

To Celebrate the Joy of being 
part of this Congregation 
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30 

 Please join us for the potluck! 
 Turkey and ham provided by  

the Mission Team 
 You are invited to bring a                    

favorite dish to share 

 
The Altar Flowers     

are given in 
appreciation of 
REX MILLER 

for his leadership at 
Camp Arroyo Grande 

and participation  
in our UMC  

congregation 

WEDNESDAY 

NIGHT  

CLASSES 
5:45 PM 

Criswell Hall 

 

After the free  

Wednesday supper,  

please join us to discuss 
 

THE APPLAUSE OF 

HEAVEN 
 

 By Max Lucado 
 

Session 6 of 10 ~ Books Available 

GROUP CHARGE CONFERENCE 
CENTRAL COAST MISSION AREA #2 

Monday, October 24, 2016, 6:30 PM 
St. Andrew UMC, Santa Maria, CA 

 

Our annual Church/Charge Conferences 
are times to celebrate the blessings we 
have brought to our communities.  It is 
also a time of grace and accountability.  
The work of each congregation will be 

recognized and the shared ministries of 
each Mission Area will be lifted up as we 
celebrate what we are doing individually 
and together. We will gather with Bethel 

Korean Mission Church, Christ UMC,  
First UMC of Lompoc,  
St. Andrew UMC, and  

Santa Maria First UMC. 
 

Let’s gather at our church 
parking lot at 5:45 PM to 
carpool to Santa Maria! 

Monday—10/17 

 Emergency Food Pantry —1 PM—CH 

 Quilting Class–McGuire-5:45 PM-CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—10/18 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM–-CH 

 Sew ‘n Sews + Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga—11 AM—CH 

 Preschool Board Meeting—MMR    
Open Session—1:30 PM                       
Closed Session—2:30 PM 

 Endowment Committee—2 PM—PS 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 JOY Circle—7 PM—Member’s Home 
Wednesday—10/19 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Communications —-10 AM—L 

 Free Dinner—5 PM—CH 

 Adult Bible Study—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir—7 PM—S 
Thursday—10/20 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—-10 AM—L 

 Finance Committee—11 AM—PS 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Friday—10/21 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 
Saturday—10/22 

 Trumpet Alliance Rehearsal—9 AM—S 
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PM.   We invite you to visit and see if  we are a good fit for 
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     TBS 
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First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

                    Welcome to Worship!   
 

Order of WorshiP 
 

October 16, 2016                                                                                           10:30 AM 
  

  Twenty Second Sunday after Pentecost 
 

CENTERING WORDS 
 

“Prayer is not asking. It is a longing of the soul. It is daily admission of one's weakness.  

It is better in prayer to have a heart without words than words without a heart.”  
                                                                                                                               ~Mahatma Gandhi 

 

                                                                               

  WELCOME 
                                                                                 

  PRELUDE                    Children of the Heavenly Father                      Don Hustad                        
 

  BELL CHOIR INTROIT              Holy, Holy, Holy                        arr. Arnold Sherman 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
  
      Sweet are the words of God, 
             they are the words that call us here. 
      Precious are the lessons of life, 
            they are the lessons we learn together. 
      Blessed are the people of God, 
            they are the people forged through worship. 
      Powerful are the prayers of the faithful, 
            they are the prayers we lift now to God. 
          

 

*OPENING HYMN            God of Love and God of Power            No. 578 
 

  OPENING PRAYER 
 

       Holy God, we bring our prayers and our needs to you this day.  
       Even as we bring our gratitude and our praise,  
             hear our prayers and our longing.  
       As you guide our steps to walk in your ways,  
             open our minds to receive your wisdom.  
       In your holy name, we pray. Amen. 
 

 BELL CHOIR ANTHEM  Again I Say Rejoice                                arr. Lloyd Larson 
 

 CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                         Leonard Lutz 
     

Nursery care is available.  Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers  
at this time.   Junior and Senior High will meet in Criswell Hall.  

 
JOYS AND CONCERNS FROM PRAYER BOOK 

 

  
In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the  

First United Methodist  Church of Arroyo Grande   
and to this service of worship. 

We are happy that you have joined us here today  
and hope that you will  find our worship meaningful. 

Please come to worship with us again soon.     

 Romans 2:21-31 
 

But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, 
and is attested by the law and the prophets,  the righteousness of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinc-
tion,  since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are 
now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus,  whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his 
blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness,  
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously 
committed;  it was to prove at the present time that he himself is right-
eous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. Then what    
becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works?   
No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that a person is justified by faith 
apart from works prescribed by the law. Or is God the God of Jews only? 
Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, since God is one; 
and he will justify the circumcised on the ground of faith and the uncir-
cumcised through that same faith. Do we then overthrow the law by 
this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law. 
 

James 2:14-24 
 

1What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do 
not have works? Can faith save you?  If a brother or sister is naked and 
lacks daily food,  and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm 
and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is 
the good of that?  So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 
 But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your 

faith apart from your works, and I by my works will show you my 

faith.  You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons be-

lieve—and shudder.  Do you want to be shown, you senseless person, 

that faith apart from works is barren?  Was not our ancestor Abraham 

justified by works when he offered his son Isaac on the altar?  You see 

that faith was active along with his works, and faith was brought to 

completion by the works.  Thus the scripture was fulfilled that says, 

“Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness,” 

and he was called the friend of God.  You see that a person is justified by 

works and not by faith alone.    

              Today’s Liturgist:  Judy Leonard 
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 Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        
(PS) Pastor’s Study  (HR) Handbell Room 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by  

 
MARY-MARTHA-ESTHER 

CIRCLE 
 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 
We thank you all for your       

service to our church! 

         

  A TIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER 
 

            Choral Call to Prayer             Faith is Patience                      FWS #2211 
 Congregational/Lord’s Prayer      Hymnal No. 895                  
 Choral Response                   Faith is Patience                    TFWS #2211 

 

    CHOIR ANTHEM            Lord, Be Glorified             Kilpatrick and Purifoy 

 

   SCRIPTURE                                    Romans 2:21-31 
                 James 2:14-24 
 
*HYMN   Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah            No. 127 
 

  SERMON               “FAITH THRESHOLDS”              

                                 Rex Miller 
 

  OFFERING 
 

           Call to Stewardship and Mission      
            Offertory                          Alleluia, Sing to Jesus           arr. Wilbur Held 

             Doxology/Prayer of Dedication                 Hymnal, No. 95 
 

                   Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him,  
 all creatures here  below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;   

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.    
                          
          
*CLOSING HYMN                   He Leadeth Me  verses 1-3                     No. 128 
   

*BENEDICTION 
 
        Amazing God, journey with us this day. 
        Open us to wonder, to connections, to possibilities. 
        Let us see hope reborn, joy rekindled and energy renewed. 
        Great God of light, help us to communicate your wondrous love  
             in the words we say 
                  in the lives we live  
                          and the love we give. 
       Today and Always 
 

*RESPONSE                  Go Now in Peace 
 

Go now in peac 
e. Never be afraid.  

God will go with you each hour of every day.  
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.  

Know He will guide you in all you do.  
Go now in love, and show you believe.  

Reach out to others so all the world can see.  
God will be there watching from above.  

Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 
 

  POSTLUDE                       Now Thank We All Our God                   arr. Bach-Fox 

 

*Worshipers stand as able. 
 
 
 

Liturgy from Words for Worship©2015 Mary Scifres and B. J. Beu for Mary Scifres Ministries 

 

 

   

 

 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN THE CHURCH? 
MAYBE  SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13th 

IS THE TIME FOR YOU! 
 

Let the pastor know you are wishing to join, 
and we will officially welcome you into 

the congregation in November. 
 

You may e-mail revmaryb@fumcag.org, call 805 746-3480 or 
leave a message with Frances in the office at 805 481-2692. 

 

The Altar Flowers     
are given in 

appreciation of 
REX MILLER 

for his leadership at 
Camp Arroyo Grande 

and participation  
in our UMC  

congregation 

Today 
we welcome 
Rex Miller in 
the pulpit. 

 

Pastor Mary invited Rex Miller, 
who serves as Resident Manager 
of Camp Arroyo Grande and will 
be  leaving the area at year-end,      

to share his interesting and      
inspiring faith journey with us.  

 

 

Monday—10/17 

 Emergency Food Pantry —1 PM—CH 

 Quilting Class–McGuire-5:45 PM-CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—10/18 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM–-CH 

 Sew ‘n Sews + Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga—11 AM—CH 

 Preschool Board Meeting—MMR    
Open Session—1:30 PM                       
Closed Session—2:30 PM 

 Endowment Committee—2 PM—PS 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 JOY Circle—7 PM—Member’s Home 
Wednesday—10/19 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Communications—10 AM—L 

 Free Dinner—5 PM—CH 

 Adult Bible Study—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir—7 PM—S 
Thursday—10/20 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—-10 AM—L 

 Finance Committee—11 AM—PS 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Friday—10/21 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 
Saturday—10/22 

 Trumpet Alliance Rehearsal-9 AM—S 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                  OUR GIFTS 
        8:30 AM   10:30 AM TOTAL     Weekly Offerings Budgeted:  $4,711 

Sep 18    44             86       130       Sep 18 Received:        $2,729 

Sep 25   40             90     134       Sep 25 Received:        $2,750 

Oct 2     35             96     131        Oct 2   Received:        $7,994 

Oct 9     34             79        113         Oct 9 Received:         $5,658 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:                         $70,660 

Fiscal Year to Date Received:                                         $78,706 

MISSION FEST POTLUCK 
 

To Celebrate the Joy of being 
part of this Congregation 
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30 

 Please join us for the potluck! 
 Turkey and ham provided by  

the Mission Team 
 You are invited to bring a                    

favorite dish to share 

WEDNESDAY 

NIGHT  

CLASSES 
5:45 PM 

Criswell Hall 

 

After the free  

Wednesday supper,  

please join us to discuss 
 

THE APPLAUSE OF 

HEAVEN 
 

 By Max Lucado 
 

Session 6 of 10 ~ Books Available 

GROUP CHARGE CONFERENCE 
CENTRAL COAST MISSION AREA #2 

Monday, October 24, 2016, 6:30 PM 
St. Andrew UMC, Santa Maria, CA 

 

Our annual Church/Charge Conferences 
are times to celebrate the blessings we 
have brought to our communities.  It is 
also a time of grace and accountability.  
The work of each congregation will be 

recognized and the shared ministries of 
each Mission Area will be lifted up as we 
celebrate what we are doing individually 
and together. We will gather with Bethel 

Korean Mission Church, Christ UMC,  
First UMC of Lompoc,  
St. Andrew UMC, and  

Santa Maria First UMC. 
 

Let’s gather at our church 
parking lot at 5:45 PM to 
carpool to Santa Maria! 


