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DECEMBER ϮϬϭ6 

͞Know Christ, Grow in Christ, Go—“hare Christ.͟  

͖͙͛ North (alcyon Road  .  Arroyo Grande  .  CA ͖͔͗͘͝   .   ȋ͔͙͜Ȍ ͕͘͜-͖͚͖͝ 

 

 

Christmas Eve Service 

 Saturday 

December 

24th 

7:00 P.M. 

Sanctuary 

A Service 

Of 

Scripture 

Carols 

Candlelight 
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Advent Blessings! 
 
We hope you find this season meaningful as together we move toward Christmas in worship.  We will 
have two services, 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. all season up until Christmas.  
 
Christmas is on a Sunday this year!  It doesn’t happen this way that often. It’s unusual!  Most of you 
probably can’t remember “exactly” when FUMC Arroyo Grande last celebrated Christmas on Sunday.  
It was 2011.  You had one 10:30 a.m. service.  This year it’s the 8:30 a.m. worship crew that is most 
available.  So, we have chosen one service at 8:30 a.m. 
 
I found an old blog (2005) by Andrew Ferguson, then in his twenties.  He is an electrical engineer in 
Seattle, Washington and he explained (as only an engineer could and would) exactly how, when and 
why Christmas falls on Sunday in such seemingly haphazard increments!  I’ll spare you the details.  
Let it suffice to say that it happened in 1994, 2005, and in 2011.  It will happen this year 2016 and 
again in 2022 and 2033! 
 
Every United Methodist Church celebrates Christmas on Christmas Eve.  When Christmas Day itself 
falls on a Sunday it isn’t that easy for us!  It’s a “catch-22”.  After all, it IS Christmas and it IS the cele-
bration of our Lord’s Birth.  However, unless you have a huge staff and different people can do each 
service, it’s a challenge on a day like Christmas when people are hosting or traveling to be with family 
and friends.   
 
This year we will worship together Christmas Eve at 7:00 p.m. in our sanctuary.  On Christmas Day, 
we will gather at 8:30 a.m. with the Praise Team playing Christmas carols in a simple less formal time 
together.  For you who don’t like loud music, we promise it won’t be.  It will be simple Christmas carols 
with a little more “cowboy” flavor.  It will be fun.  We are going to “go with it” this way for 2016. 
   
It is our hope that you can go with the flow this year, come early, and know that we won’t be making 
this decision again until 2022!!!  We really DO want to create meaningful Advent and Christmas wor-
ship for all.   
   
Advent Blessings! 
 

Rev. Mary Birgelaitis 
 

 

 

 

 

From the Pastor 
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Dates    Topics and Schedule 

Sunday, December ͘ 

Second Sunday of Advent 

 ͜:͔͗ AM & ͕͔:͔͗ AM Worship Services 

    Sermon by Rev. Mary Birgelaitis  
    ǲG)FTS FROM GOD: Abiding Peaceǳ 

    Matthew ͗:͕-͕͖ 

Wednesday, December ͛  ͙:͙͘ PM Adult Bible Study 

    The Uncluttered (eart by Beth Richardson 

Sunday, December ͕͕ 

Third Sunday of Advent 

 ͜:͔͗ AM & ͕͔:͔͗ AM Worship Services 

    Sermon by Rev. Mary Birgelaitis   
    ǲG)FTS FROM GOD: Contagious Joy:ǳ 

     Luke ͕:͚͘b-͙͙ 

Wednesday, December ͕͘   ͙:͙͘ PM  Adult Bible Study 

     The Uncluttered (eart by Beth Richardson 

Sunday , December ͕͜      
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 ͜:͔͗ AM & ͕͔:͔͗ AM Worship Services 

    Sermon by Rev. Mary Birgelaitis 

    ǲG)FTS FROM GOD: Everlasting Loveǳ 

    Matthew ͕:͕͜-͖͙ 

    C(R)STMAS CANTATA  ͞Hope Was BoƌŶ͟ BǇ Ed Kee 

Wed., December ͖͕    ͙:͙͘ PM Adult Bible Study   The Uncluttered (eart  

Saturday, December ͖͘ 
C(R)STMAS EVE 

 ͛:͔͔ PM   
    Meditation by Rev. Mary Birgelaitis 

   ǲFRES( FROM GODǳ 

    Luke ͖:͕-͖͔ 

Sunday , December ͖͙      
C(R)STMAS DAY 

 ͜:͔͗ AM & ͕͔:͔͗ AM Worship Services 

    Sermon by Rev. Mary Birgelaitis 

   ǲOPEN)NG PRESENCEǳ 

   )saiah ͝:͚, Luke ͖:͕-͛  

Wed. , December ͖͜   ͙:͙͘ PM Adult Bible Study     The Uncluttered (eart  

Sunday, January ͕ 

Epiphany 

 ͜:͔͗ AM & ͕͔:͔͗ AM Worship Services 

    Sermon by Rev. Mary Birgelaitis 

   ǲBATTER)ES NOT )NCLUDEDǳ 

    Matthew ͖:͕-͕͖ 

Fridays at 8:30 AM  
Join us in the Library for Bible 

Study, discussion,  
coffee, & friends! 

 
Adult Bible Study at 5:45 PM 
FREE Fellowship Meal at 5 PM 

Mondays at 7 PM 
Women come to pray together 

in the Sanctuary. 

 

 

 

WE WELCOMED NEW MEMBERS ON NOVEMBER 13TH 

    

 

Neǁ Meŵďeƌs,  
Maƌgie Ot aŶd 

MaƌilǇŶ Dƌapeƌ 

ǁith spoŶsoƌ, 
LuĐǇ JaĐoď ;ĐeŶteƌͿ 

 

 

Neǁ Meŵďeƌ, 
“aŶdǇ UŶdeƌǁood, 
ǁith spoŶsoƌ, Julie  
BuƌŶs ;ĐeŶteƌͿ,  
aŶd Pastoƌ MaƌǇ 

(one only)
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(elping men grow in Christ; 
so others may know Christ! 

                 Announcing UMM 4th Annual 

            Jubilee      
 SATURDAY, DEC. 17th   7:00 - 9:30 PM     
                          CRISWELL HALL  

             Fun for the whole Family  
                    Refreshments—and it's all FREE 

        

DON'T MISS THE "ALL CHURCH" TALENT 
SHOW AT THE JUBILEE                

                                                                                                                                                                                                        submitted by Val McClure 
 

 

                  ATTENT)ON ALL ART)STS 

Artists in our church are invited to participate in 
a "Cofee and Art Show" to be held in Criswell 
(all this coming Spring of ͖͔͕͛. The showing of 
the good works of our talented congregation 
will be held during cofee hour right after the 
irst and second services on March ͕͝th.  

 

Works can be in any media, oil, 
water color, etc. Artists must 
furnish their own table or loor 
easels and must set up on Sat-

urday the ͕͜th.   All set up must be taken down 
after Cofee (our the day of the event.  A table 
will be furnished for each artist and some live 
greenery will be available.  

 

 

Why the early announcement? Simply to give 
artists the time to inish any paintings they are 
currently working on.   
 

Want to sell any of your art? You may make ar-
rangements with the Chairman of the event —
͙͔% would go to the Church general funds, ͙͔% 
to the artist.  
 

For further information,                                            
contact Val McClure, Chairman 
of the ͕͛ "Cofee and Art 
Showǳ.   (e will be available 
with a sign-up sheet before 
and after the ͖nd service or 
give him a call. 
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“ The organized unit of the United Methodist Women 
shall be a community of women whose Purpose is to know 
God and to experience freedom as whole persons through 
Jesus Christ’; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; 
and to  expand  concepts of mission through participation 
in the global ministries of the church.” 

“allǇ Weitkaŵp, PuďliĐitǇ 

 

 

Review of ͚͙͘6 for our UMW 

 

As ͖͔͕͚ draws to a close, here is an overview of what 
our United Methodist Women have accomplished this 
year: 
 

January ͕͗:  Our women planned, organized and     
participated in both services for Women’s Sunday.  
Maggie Fertschneider, our guest speaker, spoke on     
ǲA Wounded World that Cries for (ealingǳ.  Our      
oicers were installed and Eva McClure and Barbara 
Reineke received special recognition pins. 
 

February ͛th:  We held Super Chili Bowl ͙͔, our irst 
fundraiser this year, featuring take-out chili and corn-
bread.  )t was very successful thanks to the support of 
our congregation. 
 

 

 

March ͕͖th:  Our Disabilities Workshop was a huge 
success, thanks to the presenters, those who spent 
hours preparing for the event. 
 

May ͛th:  Our Mothers Day Lunch is, as always, a fun 
and well-attended event.  This one certainly was! 
 

September ͕͛th:  Our Spiritual Retreat with Jeri Rose-
boro as our leader was the highlight for this fall.  Eight-
een ladies attended. 
 

November ͕st:  Our inal fund raiser was a Virtual Tea.  
We gratefully thank the congregation for all your sup-
port for our various activities 
 

)n January, we will report our income from the fund-
raisers, and who has received our donations this year. 
   submitted by Sally Weitkamp 

Holiday UMW Book Cluď MeeiŶg – DeĐeŵďer 9, ϮϬϭ6 

 

Ouƌ DeĐeŵďeƌ ϵth ďook seleĐioŶ, House of Puƌple Cedaƌ ďǇ Tiŵ TiŶgle, Đeleďƌates AŵeƌiĐaŶ IŶdiaŶ heƌitage.  The 
ďook ƌepƌeseŶts the ͞NuƌtuƌiŶg foƌ CoŵŵuŶitǇ͟ ĐategoƌǇ of the UŶited Methodist WoŵeŶ͛s ϮϬϭϲ ďooklist. 
  
 AŵazoŶ.Đoŵ desĐƌiďes the House of Puƌple Cedaƌ as folloǁs: 
͚͞The houƌ has Đoŵe to speak of tƌouďled iŵes.  It is iŵe ǁe spoke of “kullǇǀille.͛  Thus ďegiŶs ‘ose Goode͛s stoƌǇ 
of gƌoǁiŶg up iŶ IŶdiaŶ TeƌƌitoƌǇ iŶ pƌe-statehood Oklahoŵa.  “kullǇǀille, a oŶĐe-thƌiǀiŶg ChoĐtaǁ ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ, ǁas 
destƌoǇed ďǇ laŶd-gƌaďďeƌs, ĐulŵiŶaiŶg iŶ the aƌsoŶ of Neǁ Hope AĐadeŵǇ foƌ Giƌls oŶ Neǁ Yeaƌ͛s Eǀe, ϭϴϵϲ.  
TǁeŶtǇ ChoĐtaǁ giƌls died, ďut ‘ose esĐaped.  “ooŶ ateƌ the iƌe, heƌ gƌaŶdfatheƌ Aŵafo is huŵiliated iŶ fƌoŶt of 
the toǁŶ͛s people.  But, iŶstead of askiŶg the ChoĐtaǁ ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ to aǀeŶge hiŵ, heƌ gƌaŶdfatheƌ deĐides to folloǁ 
the path of foƌgiǀeŶess.  AŶd so uŶǁiŶds this tale of ŵǇsteƌǇ, IŶdiaŶ-stǇle ŵagiĐal ƌealisŵ, aŶd deep ǁisdoŵ.͟ 
 

Friday, DeĐeŵďer 9th our ŵeeiŶg ǁill ďe held at ϭϬ A.M. iŶ the MĐMilleŶ 
Rooŵ; this is a speĐial ŵeeiŶg date due to the holidays.  
  
JaŶuaƌǇ͛s ďook is “allǇ ‘ide: AŵeƌiĐa͛s Fiƌst WoŵaŶ iŶ “paĐe ďǇ LǇŶŶ “heƌƌ.  
We ǁill go ďaĐk to ouƌ ƌegulaƌ ŵeeiŶg sĐhedule ;the ϰth FƌidaǇ of the 
ŵoŶth at ϭϭ A.M., JaŶuaƌǇ ϮϳthͿ foƌ this ďook.  Pai Melsheiŵeƌ ǁill haǀe 
Đopies of ďoth ďooks aǀailaďle foƌ puƌĐhase oŶ “uŶdaǇs. 
 

QuesioŶs?  “ee Pai Melsheiŵeƌ oƌ JudǇ LeoŶaƌd.     suďŵited ďy Judy LeoŶard 
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The Angel Tree  
 

The AŶgel Tƌee ƌetuƌŶs agaiŶ this Ǉeaƌ ǁith       
git tags oŶ the tƌee to aid fosteƌ ĐhildƌeŶ     
aŶd  otheƌ ĐhildƌeŶ iŶ Ŷeed. The AŶgel Tƌee 
ǁill ďe set up duƌiŶg the HaŶgiŶg of the   
GƌeeŶs oŶ Noǀeŵďeƌ Ϯϲ, ϮϬϭϲ. 
 

Please take the oƌigiŶal tag fƌoŵ the tƌee     
aŶd theŶ sigŶ Ǉouƌ Ŷaŵe oŶ the dupliĐate     
tag aŶd leaǀe it oŶ the tƌee.  I ŵake the         
dupliĐate tags iŶ Đase Ǉou lose Ǉouƌ oƌigiŶal 
tag.  You ŵust ataĐh the oƌigiŶal oŶ Ǉouƌ    
UNW‘APPED GIFT ;oƌ gitsͿ aŶd ďƌiŶg theŵ     
to ĐhuƌĐh oŶ “uŶdaǇs iŶ DeĐeŵďeƌ oƌ Ǉou     
ĐaŶ ďƌiŶg the UNW‘APPED GIFT“ TO THE 
CHU‘CH OFFICE.  You ĐaŶ use the dupliĐate    
tag oŶ Ǉouƌ UNW‘APPED git ;oƌ gitsͿ if     
Ǉou lose the oƌigiŶal tag. 
 

All gits ŵust ďe ďƌought to ĐhuƌĐh Ŷo lateƌ 
thaŶ DeĐeŵďeƌ ϭϵ, ϮϬϭϲ.  If Ǉou haǀe aŶǇ 
ƋuesioŶs, Ǉou ŵaǇ ĐoŶtaĐt JaŶ Tƌeat. 
 

ThaŶk Ǉou foƌ Ǉouƌ geŶeƌous giǀiŶg spiƌit to 
help these ĐhildƌeŶ iŶ Ŷeed. 
 

Blessings,  Jan Treat 

  

       Caring Congregation  

         Committee  
The CaƌiŶg CoŶgƌegaioŶ Coŵŵitee has 

ďeeŶ haƌd at ǁoƌk plaŶŶiŶg foƌ upĐoŵiŶg AdǀeŶt 
uŶdeƌtakiŶgs.  As ǁe do eǀeƌǇ Ǉeaƌ, ǁe aƌe seekiŶg 
ǀoluŶteeƌs to help deliver poiŶseias to ouƌ       
ŵeŵďeƌs ǁho aƌe shut iŶ.   This is a ǁoŶdeƌful      
oppoƌtuŶitǇ to ďƌiŶg a ďit of Đheeƌ to soŵeoŶe.      
You ĐaŶ sigŶ up to help ǁith deliǀeƌǇ at the CCC    
Taďle iŶ Cƌisǁell Hall. We ǁill ďe distƌiďuiŶg the 
poiŶseias oŶ “uŶdaǇ,  DeĐeŵďeƌ ϭϭ 
foƌ deliǀeƌǇ that daǇ oƌ duƌiŶg the     
folloǁiŶg ǁeek.  We eŶĐouƌage Ǉou     
to Đall ahead to let the peƌsoŶ kŶoǁ 
Ǉou aƌe ĐoŵiŶg aŶd that Ǉou plaŶ to staǇ foƌ a ǁhile 
to ǀisit. The loǁeƌs ǁill haǀe a Đaƌd ǁith the Ŷaŵe     
aŶd addƌess of the ƌeĐipieŶt ataĐhed.   

Haǀe a ǁoŶderful Christŵas seasoŶ! —Pai Melsheiŵer 

Hoŵe“hare “LO 
 

     Hoŵe“haƌe helps ŵatĐh hoŵe pƌoǀideƌs ;people 
ǁith aŶ eǆtƌa ƌooŵͿ ǁith hoŵe seekeƌs ;people ǁho 
Ŷeed a ƌooŵͿ.  It is a ǁaǇ to ŵeet the housiŶg ĐhalleŶg-
es faĐed ďǇ seŶioƌs aŶd otheƌs.  It helps pƌoǀide afoƌda-
ďle housiŶg ǁith eǆisiŶg ƌesouƌĐe, alloǁ foƌ agiŶg iŶ 
plaĐe, ďuild ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ aŶd eŵpoǁeƌ ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ  
ŵeŵďeƌs. Oǀeƌ ϲϬ Hoŵe“haƌe Pƌogƌaŵs haǀe opeƌated 
aƌouŶd the ĐouŶtƌǇ siŶĐe the ϭϵϳϬs aŶd helped thou-
saŶds of AŵeƌiĐaŶs iŶd hoŵes.  Hoŵe“haƌe ĐaŶ help 
ďƌidge the gap ďetǁeeŶ Ŷeeds aŶd aǀailaďle ƌesouƌĐe.  
It ĐaŶ take ŵaŶǇ foƌŵs, iŶĐludiŶg pƌiǀate spaĐes ǁithiŶ 
hoŵes.  “haƌiŶg a kitĐheŶ ŵaǇ Ŷot ďe ŶeĐessaƌǇ. We aƌe    
ĐuƌƌeŶtlǇ ƌeĐƌuiiŶg hoŵe pƌoǀideƌs.  If Ǉou aƌe a peƌsoŶ 
seekiŶg a hoŵe, please ĐheĐk ǁith us.   
       Foƌ ŵoƌe iŶfoƌŵaioŶ please ĐoŶtaĐt pƌogƌaŵ Đooƌ-
diŶatoƌ AŶŶ WǇat at aŶŶe@Hoŵe“haƌe“LO.oƌg oƌ 
;ϴϬϱͿ Ϯϵϲ-ϬϬϭϯ oƌ ǁǁǁ.NaioŶal“haƌedHousiŶg.oƌg 
 

      This iŶforŵaioŶ has ďeeŶ proǀided to us at UMC AG                                  
ďy ŵeŵďer SaŶdy UŶderǁood. DigŶity Health ǁorks ǁith  
HoŵeShare iŶ SLO CouŶty.  
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REPORT OF T(E MEET)NG OF 
T(E BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

 November ͚͙͘6    
President, Paul Holden 

 

The Latest from the Trustees  
 

 Mary Hawkins updated us on the quality of work Executive 
Janitorial has been doing lately.  They appear to be doing a 
much better job since we did a walk through with the owner.  
Everyone seems quite pleased with the job they recently did 
cleaning and buffing Criswell Hall.  

 Trustees reviewed and commented on Rev. Mary’s draft 
Build Use Application Package update. We will continue the 
discussion next Month. 

 Mike Johnson and Paul Holden have almost completed the 
application for new credit cards for the Church. 

 Paul Holden presented recent quotes from AT&T and Char-
ter for Church and Children’s Center phone and Internet ser-
vices.  Although to go with Charter there would be a $1,000 
charge to get their services to our building(s). They would 
save us $1,400 the first year and $840 or more yearly after 
year one over AT&T’s quote.  The Trustees voted to move 
forward with switching over to Charter.  

 Trustees voted to sell the Church’s bus and use some of the 
proceeds to purchase new furniture in the Narthex. 

 

 

THE FIVE CITIE“  
CHRI“TIAN WOMEN 

CHRI“TMA“ 

FOOD BA“KET“  
 

       OŶ DeĐeŵďeƌ ϭϳth the Fiǀe Ciies ChƌisiaŶ 
WoŵeŶ ;FCCWͿ ǁill ďe haŶdiŶg out Chƌistŵas 
food ďoǆes to ϲϬ faŵilies.  The ďoǆes ǁill ĐoŶ-
taiŶ food foƌ a tǇpiĐal Chƌistŵas diŶŶeƌ.  We 
ǁould appƌeĐiate doŶaioŶs of these ĐaŶŶed 
iteŵs:  puŵpkiŶ, eǀapoƌated ŵilk, ĐƌaŶďeƌƌǇ 
sauĐe, gƌaǀǇ, ĐoƌŶ, gƌeeŶ ďeaŶs, aŶd oliǀes.    
We also Ŷeed ĐeleƌǇ, ďoǆes of stuiŶg dƌessiŶg 
ŵiǆ aŶd ϭ pouŶd ďoǆes of sugaƌ.  MoŶetaƌǇ   
doŶaioŶs aƌe Ŷeeded to ďuǇ tuƌkeǇs, potatoes, 
oŶioŶs, diŶŶeƌ ƌolls aŶd Đaƌƌots.  You ŵaǇ leaǀe 
these iteŵs iŶ ouƌ ǁiĐkeƌ ďasket iŶ the Ŷaƌtheǆ 
oƌ ďƌiŶg theŵ to ouƌ paŶtƌǇ at ϭϵϮ “outh ϵth 
“tƌeet, Bldg. B, Gƌoǀeƌ BeaĐh duƌiŶg ǁeekdaǇs  
ϴ-ϵ a.ŵ. oƌ Ϯ-ϰ p.ŵ. 
     MoŶetaƌǇ doŶaioŶs ŵaǇ ďe ŵailed to Fiǀe 
Ciies ChƌisiaŶ WoŵeŶ, P.O. Boǆ ϳϱϲ, Gƌoǀeƌ 
BeaĐh ϵϯϰϴϯ.  Maƌk doŶaioŶs foƌ Chƌistŵas 
ďoǆes.  CheĐks ŵaǇ ďe ŵade out to ϱCCW.  A 
ƌeĐeipt ǁill ďe ŵailed upoŶ ƌeƋuest. 
     “igŶ-up foƌ the ďoǆes ǁill ďe takeŶ oŶ Noǀ. 
ϭϵth  fƌoŵ ϵ a.ŵ.-ϯ p.ŵ. at the CeŶtƌal Coast 
Bapist ChuƌĐh soĐial hall.  We seƌǀe Pisŵo 
BeaĐh, Gƌoǀeƌ BeaĐh, AƌƌoǇo GƌaŶde, OĐeaŶo, 
aŶd Nipoŵo. 
     AŶǇ ƋuesioŶs?  Ask Pai Melsheiŵeƌ oƌ    
BeŶŶie DuiŶ. 
     You ŵaǇ also doŶate ďlaŶkets oƌ ŵoŶeǇ foƌ 
theŵ.  TheǇ ǁill ďe giǀeŶ out ǁith ouƌ ďoǆes 
aŶd also giǀeŶ to the People͛s KitĐheŶ foƌ theiƌ 
paƌkiŶg lot giǀeaǁaǇ.  Please giǀe these iteŵs to 
JudǇ Atǁood ǁho ǁill diǀide theŵ ďetǁeeŶ the 
tǁo oƌgaŶizaioŶs. 
   suďŵited ďy BeŶŶie DuiŶ 

 

      

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO OUR 

CHURCH OFFICE 

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20th 

               1 PM TO 4 PM 

Please stop by to see us !  



CAST~A~NET    DECEMBER ͖͔͕͚                          PAGE ͜ 

 

FYI from the Pastor: 
 
The subject of suicide has come across my path repeatedly   
lately.  Again, after the election I was reading statistics on the   
volume of calls to suicide hotlines.  Calls were up.  Traffic on    
hotlines is always up during the holidays as well.   
 
When people take their own lives the healing is often long and 
hard for survivors of the loved one.  Because of the oft times   
ungracious history of Christendom, sometimes even Christians 
are quick to consign our dear friends who have taken their own 
lives to some place other than heaven.  May it never be!       
 
Having just preached from Romans 8:38-39, I thought you    
might be interested to read the United Methodist Statement on 
Suicide from Our Social Principles that pivots around this       
beautiful and gracious passage from Romans.  There is also       
a more lengthy statement in our Book of Resolutions.  Here is     
the excerpt from our Social Principles FYI: 
  
“We believe that suicide is not the way a human life should end. 
Often suicide is the result of untreated depression, or un-
treated pain and suffering. The church has an obligation to 
see that all persons have access to needed pastoral and 
medical care and therapy in those circumstances that lead 
to loss of self-worth, suicidal despair, and/or the desire to 
seek physician-assisted suicide. We encourage the church 
to provide education to address the biblical, theological, so-
cial, and ethical issues related to death and dying, including 
suicide. United Methodist theological seminary courses 
should also focus on issues of death and dying, including 
suicide. 

A Christian perspective on suicide begins with an affirma-
tion of faith that nothing, including suicide, separates us 
from the love of God (Romans 8:38-39). Therefore, we de-
plore the condemnation of people who complete suicide, 
and we consider unjust the stigma that so often falls on sur-
viving family and friends. 
We encourage pastors and faith communities to address 
this issue through preaching and teaching. We urge pastors 
and faith communities to provide pastoral care to those at 
risk, survivors, and their families, and to those families who 
have lost loved ones to suicide, seeking always to remove 
the oppressive stigma around suicide. The Church opposes 
assisted suicide and euthanasia.”  

 

FIRST UMC OF ARROYO GRANDE 

JOY JAR   
 

ALL TOGETHER WE CAN SHARE OUR JOYS!  

The JOY JAR remains in the Narthex for 

you to place your listing of Joys.                   

THANKSGIVING BLESSING TO ALL.      

Now that we are back into fall schedules, 

don’t forget to recognize your JOYS. Paper 
and pens are there for your use.  I will look 

for them in the jar or you may write them in 

the prayer book. 

 

New Joys: 

 Bill Taylor was in church and recently   

celebrated his 95th birthday. 

 Jan Treat’s son Jeff is recently engaged 
to Alexandra. 

 Connie and Mike Clark celebrated nine 

years as members of our congregation , 

and we appreciate their leadership with 

the Praise Team. 

 We welcome Sandy Underwood, Marjorie 

Ott, and Marilyn Draper as members of 

the church. 

 Short month for printing, so expect to   

see a lot more JOYS shared in the next 

edition. 

 

Share your joys and celebrations.  
 

… Judy Atwood, Lay Leader 
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BǇ JudǇ Atǁood, Đhair 

MISSION TEAM: November 2016 
          Judy Atwood 

MISSION HIGHLIGHTS:  
1. Reverse Advent Calendar  

2. Giving Tree Nov. 29  

3.Holiday Giving to Our Community    

4.Special Giving Totals 

 

GOD’S STEADFAST LOVE...IN ACTION 
1. REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR    

I hope you have been working on your REVERSE ADVENT 
CALENDAR!  We are getting closer to the Dec. 10 Give 

Away. Check for suggestions listed below.  Instead of 

opening up something each day, why not put an item in a 

basket or container that we can donate to the Give Away 

on Dec. 10.  We need to bring them by Dec. 4 to pro-

vide time to organize the items for the Give Away.  

Helpful items could be hygiene items, socks, stocking 

stuffers, etc.  I would challenge you to do this as fami-

lies, or groups in the church. 

Samples/Ideas are on the Mission Table. 

 

2. GIVE LIGHT, LOVE, LIFE NOV. 29  

SAVE THE DATE: UMC #GIVINGTUESDAY, 

NOV. 29  

 

 

On Nov. 29, 

United  

Methodists 

came together  

to support the 

work of Advance missionaries and projects on UMC 

#GivingTuesday. I hope that some of you shared in this 

way.  We will look for a report of amounts given after 

the event happens.  

The theme for UMC Giving Tuesday 2016 is “Give Light, 
Give Love, Give Life.” Every day, you give God’s light, 
love, and life through your faithful work, prayers, and 

gifts.  

This year, consider giving a gift to a project you care 

about.  Gifts made through The Advance make a tangible 

difference in the lives of those we serve. You can still 

make a gift and make a difference.  

www.umcgivingtuesday.org. 

 

 

3.  HOLIDAY GIVING TO OUR COMMUNITY 

As we look towards the holidays, we want to plan ahead 

to support 5 Cities Christian Women and our own Give 

Away which will both happen on December 10th.  As you 

see coats or blankets new or gently used that can have a 

new home for those in our community we need you to 

begin to collect them.  We dedicated them on Sunday, 

Nov. 20th, and you can continue to bring more.  
 

Many hands  continue to do many things. 

 
 

4. SPECIAL GIVING TOTALS FOR 2016 
Covenant Relationship                       1,600.00 

ELT Scholarships                            2,250.00   

Haiti Scholarships                           1,000.00 

Heifer International  (noisy offering)     1,000.00 

Human Relations Sunday          288.00 

Imagine No Malaria         1,420.00 

Kits for Kids                                   270.00 

Native American Sunday          267.00 

One Great Hour of Sharing                   511.00 

Peace with Justice Sunday                    238.00 

People’s Kitchen food                        1,288.03 
People’s Kitchen Misc.                        9,464.00 
Pet Mobility Project                            500.00 

South County Food Bank                  430.04 

VBS                                             240.00 

9 MONTHS TOTAL:                       20,861.07 

 

Thank you for your second mile gifts 

 

A THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION. 

DON’T ASK GOD TO GUIDE YOUR FOOTSTEPS, IF 

                 YOU’RE NOT WILLING TO MOVE YOUR FEET.    
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   

     
 
 

 

                                                                            
  

1 

 

8 AM People’s Kitchen Prep-
Leave to Serve 11:15  AM                   
8:30 AM Senior  Exercise 
(CH)                                       
10 AM Intercessory Prayer 
(L)                                         
5 PM Handbell Rehearsal                         
6  PM Worship (MMR 

2 

 

Spirit Day at 
AGUMCC 
8:30 AM Bible 
Study (L)                               
3:30 PM  AGUMCC 
Closed  
4 PM  AGUMCC 
Staff Development 
(MMR)                           
 

3 

 

4 

Second Sunday of Advent 
 
8:30 AM    
Contemporary Service 
10:30 AM    
Traditional Service     
  

Coffee Hour:   
Communication Team  
 

5 

9 AM  AGUMCC 
Christmas Rehearsal (S) 
1 PM Emergency Food 
Pantry (CH)   
5:45 PM Quilting Class-G 
McGuire (CH)                    
7 PM  Women of Prayer 
(S) 

6 

8:30 AM Senior              
Exercise (CH)                       
9 AM Sew ‘n’ Sews (MMR)   
9 AM AGUMCC Christmas 
Rehearsal (S) 
11 AM Chair Yoga (CH)        
5 PM  Handbell Rehearsal  
(HR)                                         

7 

8:30 AM  Senior Exercise 
(CH)  

9 AM AGUMCC Christmas 
Rehearsal (S)                                      
9 PM Church Work Day               
9:30 AM UMW Steering (L)                                     
5 PM Free Dinner (CH)                 
5:45 PM Advent Bible Study 
(CH)                                       
7 PM Chancel Choir (S) 

8 

8:30 AM Senior Exercise 
(CH)   
9 AM AGUMCC Rehearsal 
(S)                                      
10 AM Intercessory Prayer 
(L) 
3 PM Set Up AGUMCC 
Christmas Program (CH,S,K)      
Program 6:30-7 PM                                      
5 PM Handbelll Rehearsal  
(HR) 

9 

8:30 AM Bible Study  

8 AM  Set Up  for 
Christmas  Givea-
way (CH,L,N,K)   
10 AM UMW Book 
Club (MMR)   
12 Noon  News-   
letter Articles        
Deadline        

10 

PARKING LOT      
CHRISTMAS  
GIVEAWAY 
Event 11 AM– 2  PM 
 
 

11  

Third Sunday of Advent 
 
8:30 AM                        
Contemporary   Service 
10:30 AM     Traditional 
Service 
 
Coffee Hour: Staff Parish 
Relations Committee 

12 

1 PM Emergency Food 
Pantry (CH)                      
7 PM  Women of Prayer 
(S) 

13 

 
8:30 AM Senior Exercise 
(CH)                                        
9 AM Sew ‘n’ Sews (MMR)        
11 AM Chair Yoga Class
(CH )       
5 PM  Handbell Rehearsal 
(HR) 
7 PM Board of Trustees 
(CH)   

14 

8:30 AM  Senior Exercise 
(CH)                                       
9 PM Church Work Day       
10 AM Communications (L)              
5 PM Free Dinner (CH)                 
5:45 PM Advent Bible Study 
(CH)                                        
7 PM Chancel Choir (S) 

15 

8:30 AM Senior Exercise- 
(CH)                                    

10 AM Intercessory Prayer 
(L) 

11 AM Finance (PS) 

12 PM FCCW-Food & Gift 
Outreach (CH)                                        
5 PM Handbell Rehearsal 
(HR)    

16 

8:30 AM Bible 
Study (L)   
9 AM FCCW-Food 
& Gift Outreach—
Set Up (CH)                                 

17 

7 AM FCCW-Food & 
Gift Outreach (CH,N) 
until 2 PM) 

2 PM UMM Jubilee 
(CH,K)  Event 7 PM 

 

18 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 
8:30 AM            
Contemporary Service  
10:30  AM 
Traditional Service 
CHRISTMAS CANTATA 
 

Coffee Hour:  
Worship Committee 
 
 

19 

1 PM Emergency Food 

Pantry (CH)                      

7 PM  Women of Prayer 

(S) 

20 

 

8:30 AM  
Senior Exercise (CH)         
9 AM Sew ‘n’ Sews (MMR)        
11 AM Chair Yoga  (CH)  
1 PM to 4 PM Church Office 
Christmas Open House 
 
  
5 PM  Handbell Rehearsal 
7 PM JOY Circle (at the 
home of a member)    

21 

8:30 AM  Senior Exercise CH)                                       
9 AM Church Work Day                          
9 AM Set Up AGUMCC-CH,K                                        
9:30 AM Mary-Martha (MMR)    
12 PM AGUMCC   Giving 
Celebration Event  (CH,K)             
5 PM Free Dinner (CH)  
5:45 PM Advent Bible Study 
(CH) 
7 PM Chancel Choir ((S) 

22 

8:30 AM Senior Exercise-CH 
10 AM Intercessory Prayer 
(L) 
5 PM Handbell Rehearsal 
(HR) 
 
 

23 

8:30 AM Bible 

Study (L) 

AGUMCC Pizza 
Pajama Party 
Minimum day —
Closes at Noon 
 
PreSchool closed 
until Tue 1/3/17 

24 

7 PM Christmas 
      Eve Service 

25 

Merry Christmas— 
One Service Today 
 
8:30 AM Celebration 
   Worship Service 
 
Coffee Hour: All Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 

1 PM Emergency Food 
Pantry (CH)                      
7 PM  Women of Prayer 
(S) 

 

 

 

 

27 

8:30 AM Senior Exercise 
(CH) 
9 AM Sew ‘n’ Sews (MMR) 
11 AM Chair Yoga (CH) 
5 PM Handbell Rehearsal 
(HR) 
 

 

 

 

8 :30 AM Senior Exercise (CH) 
9 AM Church Work Day 
 
             
5 PM Free Dinner (CH)  
5:45 PM Bible Study On Break                                
7 PM Chancel Choir On Break 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

29                            30                   31 

8:30 AM Senior Exercise 

(CH) 

10 AM Intercessory Prayer 

(L) 

8:30 AM Bible 

Study (L) 

28 
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Church Oice: ȋ͔͙͜Ȍ ͕͘͜-͖͚͖͝ 

E-mail:  fumcag@sbcglobal.net 

Find us on Facebook at:   United  
Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande 

www.facebook.com/fumcag 

Senior Pastor:  
  Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 

E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

Missionary ȋretiredȌ / Lay Leader:   
 Judy Atwood 

Oice Administrator:  
 Frances Robertson 

Website Manager:  Jamie Foster 

Multi Media: Dave Bauer 

Choir Director:  Julie Burns 

Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 

Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 

(andbell Choir Dir.:  Leonard Lutz 

Children’s Education Director: TBS 

Youth Leader: )bby Russell                 
Bishop:   Grant J. (agiya 

District Superintendent:   
         Rev. James Powell 
 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 

E-mail: agumcc@sbcglobal.net 

Oice: ȋ͔͙͜Ȍ ͕͘͜-͖͖͖͗   

Chair:  Joe Brown 

Members At Large ȋalphabeticallyȌ:  
 Judy Atwood, David Beaman,                    

Pastor Mary Birgelaitis, Judy Leonard,     
Virginia Mothes, Frances Robertson. 

Layout Editor:  Frances Robertson 

Prooing Team:  Judy Atwood, David 
Beaman, Joe Brown, Judy Leonard, and 
Virginia Mothes.  

Other contributors:   
Varied Teams / Committees 

Deadline for January )ssue  
Friday, December 9th, at Noon  

 

PLEASE NOTE:    
Layout Editor reserves the right to cut and edit 

articles to meet space limitations. 

 

Judy (einey                      ͕͖/͕ 

Nancy Kington                 ͕͖͖/ 
David Beaman ͕͖/͗ 

Mike Takenaka ͕͖/͙ 

Stephen Wise ͕͖/͙ 

Michael Balster ͕͖/͛ 

Adeline Bottorf ͕͖/͜ 

Mike Coho ͕͖/͝ 

Gage Dowd ͕͖/͝ 

Mike Clark ͕͖/͝ 

Jamie Foster ͕͖/͝ 

Eva McClure ͕͖/͝ 

William Russell ͕͖/͝ 

Michael Clark                   ͕͖/͕͔ 

Nancy Sperling                ͕͖/͕͔ 

Gene (einey                     ͕͖/͕͔ 

Richard Duin ͕͖/͕͗ 

Susan Throndson ͕͖/͕͗ 

Julie Burns ͕͖/͕͚ 

Kent Unsworth ͕͖/͖͔ 

David Bauer ͕͖/͖͖ 

Cyndee Rohla ͕͖/͖͘ 

Eric Duin ͕͖/͖͚ 

Caress Dowd ͕͖/͖͚ 

Jed Moore ͕͖/͖͛ 

Nicole Baughman ͕͖/͖͛ 

Joe Leonard ͕͖/͖͛ 

Roy Ferrari                        ͕͖/͖͜ 

Jed Moore                        ͕͖/͖͜ 

Elizabeth Alquist ͕͖/͖͝ 

(arry Egan ͕͖/͔͗ 

 

     Christmas Cantata 
The Đhoiƌ is ǀeƌǇ ďusǇ pƌepaƌiŶg foƌ all the 
joǇous Chƌistŵas ŵusiĐ. JoiŶ us foƌ ouƌ 
Chƌistŵas CaŶtata ͞Hope Was BorŶ͟ ďǇ Ed 
Kee, oŶ DeĐeŵďeƌ ϭϴth at the ϭϬ:ϯϬ seƌǀiĐe.   

First UŶited Methodist ChurĐh  
of Arroyo GraŶde 
 

             

     

 WEDNE“DAY NIGHT CLA““E“ 

 

THE UNCLUTTERED HEART 

BǇ Beth ‘iĐhaƌdsoŶ  

THE UNCLUTTE‘ED HEA‘T studǇ ďegiŶs 
oŶ WedŶesdaǇ, Noǀeŵďeƌ ϯϬth. 
 

AdǀeŶt is the seasoŶ ǁheŶ ǁe pƌepaƌe 
ouƌ liǀes—heaƌts, ŵiŶds, aŶd spiƌits—
foƌ the ĐoŵiŶg of the Chƌist Đhild.  We 
sǁeep out the ĐoƌŶeƌs of ouƌ heaƌts, 
ĐleaŶiŶg up the Đluteƌ, to ŵake spaĐe 
foƌ God s͛ hope, peaĐe, joǇ, loǀe aŶd 
pƌeseŶĐe.  JoiŶ us foƌ this fouƌ ǁeek 
studǇ aŶd ƌeŵeŵďeƌ God as Ǉou eŶjoǇ 
this delighful ďook that foĐuses Ǉouƌ 
heaƌt oŶ ŵiŶd, oŶ sĐƌiptuƌe, ƌeleĐioŶ 
aŶd pƌaǇeƌ as Ǉou pƌepaƌe foƌ the     
ĐoŵiŶg of Chƌistŵas.  

This is a ďeauiful uplitiŶg ĐaŶtata 
peƌfoƌŵed ďǇ ouƌ ChaŶĐel Choiƌ 
ǁith faďulous piaŶist DeŶŶis Eileƌ 
aŶd aĐĐoŵpaŶied ďǇ a ǁoŶdeƌful 
ŶaƌƌaioŶ.    
 

Featured soŶgs iŶĐlude:   
Hope Was BorŶ 

UŶto Us 

SileŶt Night 
The Hope of Loǀe 

Loǀe’s Naŵe is Jesus  
Great, Great Joy! 
EǀerlasiŶg MerĐy aŶd  
          Neǀer-EŶdiŶg GraĐe 

CeleďraioŶ of Hope  
   ;ĐoŶgƌegaioŶal siŶg-a-loŶgͿ 
 

suďŵited ďy Julie BurŶs, Choir DireĐtor 

December Birthdays 
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͖͙͛ North (alcyon Road  
Arroyo Grande, CA  ͖͔͗͘͝  
Address SERV)CE REQUESTED    

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

  Find us on Facebook at United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande 
www.facebook.com/fumcag 

  C(R)STMAS G)VEAWAY  

Saturday, December ͙ 

ϭϭ:ϬϬ AM — Ϯ:ϬϬ PM 

F)RST UN)TED MET(OD)ST  
C(URC( OF ARROYO GRANDE 

͖͙͛ N. (ALCYON ROAD 

ARROYO GRANDE 

 

 NEW SOCKS & WARM CLOT(ES 

 C(R)STMAS G)FTS 

 BLANKETS 

 JACKETS 

 MUC( MORE !! 
 

 

 

(elping those in need and the      
homeless of our Community 

 

 

Announcing UMM 4th Annual 

Jubilee 
Saturday, Dec. 17th, 7-9:30 PM  

Criswell Hall 

 

 

 

Fun for the whole Family 

Refreshments—and it’s all FREE 
Don’t Miss the “All Church”  

TALENT SHOW at the JUBILEE 

 C(R)STMAS G)VEAWAY  

Saturday, December ͕͔ 

ϭϭ:ϬϬ AM — Ϯ:ϬϬ PM 

F)RST UN)TED MET(OD)ST  
C(URC( OF ARROYO GRANDE 

͖͙͛ N. (ALCYON ROAD 

ARROYO GRANDE 

 

 NEW SOCKS & WARM CLOT(ES 

 C(R)STMAS G)FTS 

 BLANKETS 

 JACKETS 

 MUC( MORE !! 
 

 

 

(elping those in need 
and the  homeless of our Community 
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