
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday-Thursday from 9 AM – 1 PM  

 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday thru 
Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM - 4:30 PM.    
Come and find out if we are a good fit for you and your child. 
 

Office Hours:  M—F  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 

 

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the  
First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande  

and to this service of worship.   
We are happy that you have joined us here today   

and hope that you will  find our worship meaningful. 
Please come to worship with us again soon.   

John 3:1-17 
 
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the 
Jews.  He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we     
know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one 
can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of 
God.”  Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see 
the kingdom of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus 
said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old?     
Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be 
born?”  Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit.  What is 
born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.   Do 
not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from 
above.’  The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound 
of it, but you do not where it comes from or where it goes.  So it      
is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  Nicodemus said to    
him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a 
teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 
 

 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to 
what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have 
told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you 
believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into 
heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of 
Man.  And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up,  that whoever believes in him may 
have eternal life. 
 

 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that    
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have          
eternal life. 
 

 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.               
                                                  
                                     Today’s Liturgist:  Susan Throndson          
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 Order of WorshiP 

March 12, 2017                                                                                     8:30 AM 
Second Sunday in Lent    

   

Music by the Lord’s Crew   
        

   Gathering 
 
 

 *OPENING PRAISE                  Love Come Down 
 

  WELCOMING OUR VISITORS 
       
  *PRAISE                                     All the Heavens 
                                                     Sing of My Redeemer 
                                                       Come to the Water 
 

*SHARING GOD’S PEACE    
            

  PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    
 

 Sharing Joys & Concerns 
 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 

         Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 
      
  SONG OF ILLUMINATION      We Fall Down 

 

   SCRIPTURE         John 3:1-17  
                   
  SERMON        “IN THE CROSSFIRE: Nicodemus” 

                  Rev. Mary Birgelaitis 
 

  OFFERING SONG                      Open Our Eyes Lord 
 

  CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION                                                         
 

          Communion Song               Come to Jesus 
 

*FINAL BLESSING                           Cares Chorus  
                                             
*CLOSING SONG             When the Roll is Called Up Yonder 
 

 
*Worshipers stand as able               

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by  

 JOY CIRCLE 
 

 

We thank you all for your        
service to our church! 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

                     Welcome to Worship!                                                

 

 

TABLE OF 8 PROGRAM 
Social dinner groups are forming now, 

consisting of 6 to 8 people.   
The purpose is for church members to 
gather monthly in a social setting with 
other members in an environment to 

socialize, share a meal, and get to 
know and care for one another on a 

more personal level. 
 

For more information please contact   

Marjorie Ott or Lucy Jacob 

THE WAY 
Walking in the Footsteps 

of Jesus 

by Adam Hamilton 

All are invited to the 
Lenten Study Classes 
Wednesdays  
5:45 PM 
Criswell Hall 
 
Following the 5 PM Free Dinner 
 

   Please see the March Cast-a-Net            
for details about the series 

Books are Available 

Saturday, March 18th   
Breakfast Meeting at 9 AM at Coco’s Res-

taurant— 
order from the menu.   

Guest Speaker will be Philip D’Aceri,  
Business Development Manager for the  

SLO County Airport.      
 Women are invited.   

Seating is limited so be there early. 

UPDATE ON COFFEE N’ ART SHOW   
 

The eagerly-awaited, fantastic COFFEE N’ ART SHOW is  
on Sunday, March 26th after the first and second services 
in Criswell Hall. We have just learned that there are now 
works from ten artists (many from our church) to display 
their talents through all the painting media.  
 

Leona Beerup will present a live painting demonstration as part of the 
show. Guest painters from the Watercolor Connection group in San Luis 
will display some outstanding paintings. Artists will be on hand to discuss 
their art with the viewers.  Along with the regular coffee hour the snack 
table will have some special goodies.  
 

The show is being sponsored by the UMM. There is no charge for the 
show; some paintings may be offered for sale by the artists. Part of the 
sale would go to the Sunday School fund. Don't miss this enjoyable event.  

                         WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                     OUR GIFTS 

 

               8:30 AM 10:30 AM TOTAL             Weekly Offerings Budgeted:      $4,711 
 

Feb 12         30         96              126                 Feb 12     Received:          $5,498 
Feb 19       50         77              127                  Feb 19    Received:          $2,612 
Feb 26        41          86             127                  Feb 26    Received:          $5,275 
Mar  5         36      83          119                  Mar 5     Received:         $10,141 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:                                                $169,585   
Fiscal Year to Date Received:                                              $182,415  
 

                                                                                             Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer         

 

STATEMENTS OF GIVING  
 

      are available upon request by  
contacting Financial Secretary,  

Virginia Mothes at                              
virginiamothes@att.net or leave a 

request in her mailbox in the 
church office or 
call the office to 

leave a message—
481-2692. 

Monday—3/13 

 Emergency Food Pantry —1 PM—-CH 

 Quilting Class G. McGuire—5:45—CH  

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—3/14 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM–-CH 

 Sew ‘n Sews + Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga—-11 AM—CH 

 Handbell Practice—5 PM-- HR 
Wednesday—3/15 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Communications Team—10 AM—L 

 Free Dinner—5 PM—CH 

 Lenten Study Class—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir—7 PM—S 
Thursday—3/16 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—-10 AM—L 

 Finance Team—11 AM—PS 

 Handbell Practice—5 PM—HR 

 Church Council—7 PM—MMR 
Friday—3/17 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 
Saturday—3/18 

 AGUMCC Workday—9 AM 
to 12 PM—Backyard, 
Courtyard 

 UMM Breakfast Mtg—9 AM—Coco’s 

 2 PM San Luis Chamber Orchestra 
Rehearsal—2--4 PM—CH   

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

 to MARILYN DRAPER 
 

from your sister, 

Marjorie  

 

The 5 Cities Christian Women will meet tomorrow, March 13,       
at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Days Saints, 751 Traffic   
Way, Arroyo Grande. 
 

The potluck starts at 12 noon followed by a speaker from         
Days for Girls—a non-profit group that provides quality hygiene 
and health education for girls worldwide.   
All women are welcome.            ~submitted by Bennie Duffin 

Friday, March 24th 
11AM  

McMillen Room                                                  
Book discussion on  
I Love Growing Older, But I’ll Never 
Grow Old by Ellsworth Kalas   

Saturday, March 18th   
Breakfast Meeting at 9 AM at 

Coco’s Restaurant— 
order from the menu.   

Guest Speaker will be Philip D’Aceri,  
Business Development Manager for the  

SLO County Airport.      
 Women are invited.   

Seating is limited so be there early. 
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E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 
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Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Children’s Education Director:  
     TBS 
Youth Leader:  Ibby Russell  
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First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

                            Welcome to Worship!   

 

  
                                                                        

 
                                    

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the  
First United Methodist  Church of Arroyo Grande   

and to this service of worship. 
We are happy that you have joined us here today  

and hope that you will  find our worship meaningful. 
Please come to worship with us again soon.     

 

John 3:1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the 
Jews.  He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we     
know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one 
can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of 
God.”  Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see 
the kingdom of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus 
said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old?     
Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be 
born?”  Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter 
the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit.  What 
is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.   

Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from 
above.’  The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound 
of it, but you do not where it comes from or where it goes.  So it      
is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  Nicodemus said to    
him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a 
teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 
 

 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to 
what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If I 
have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how 
can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has    
ascended into heaven except the one who descended from      
heaven, the Son of Man.   And just as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up,  that     
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 

 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that    
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have          
eternal life. “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 
through him.               
                                                                                         

                                    Today’s Liturgists:  Judy Leonard and Roger Sperling           

 

   Order of WorshiP 
 

  March 12, 2017                                                                  10:30 AM  
Second Sunday in Lent  

 

CENTERING WORDS 
 

The wind blows where it chooses.  Life takes us on many journeys. Conversations are 

 not always clear.  But always, the Spirit is on the journey,  in conversation with us. 

       
  WELCOMING OUR VISITORS                   
                                                                                 

  PRELUDE                           We Shall Behold Him            Dottie Rambo 

 

  INTROIT                          We Sing to You, O God  verse 1             TFWS #2001 
  

*CALL TO WORSHIP     
   

       As we lift our eyes and hearts, 
 we sense the Spirit of God. 
We touch the source of our hope, 
 the foundation of our help. 
As we lift our hands and voices, 
 we worship and praise together. 
With hearts lifted together,  
 we are one in this Holy Spirit; 
    we are blessed by this Spirit of love. 

                                
*OPENING HYMN           Holy Spirit, Truth Divine                           No. 465 
 

*OPENING PRAYER 
 

     Breathe on us, Breath of God. 
      Blow into our lives and into our worship. 
      Open our hearts as we seek your Holy Spirit, 
          and open our ears to the mystery of your call, 
                harkening to us across the years. 
      In your Holy spirit, we pray.  Amen. 
 

  CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                                                   Judy Atwood 
                                                                   

Nursery care is available.  Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers  
at this time.   Junior and Senior high will meet in Criswell Hall. 

 

  ANTHEM                  Just a Closer Walk With Thee               arr. Ed Lojeski 
  

  A TIME OF PRAYER                                      

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


 Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen        
(PS) Pastor’s Study  (HR) Handbell Room 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

JOY CIRCLE 

 

We thank you all for your       
service to our church! 

   

       Choral Call to Prayer  In the Lord, I’ll Be Ever Thankful         TFWS #2195 
 

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful, in the Lord I will rejoice! 
Look to God, do not be afraid.  Lift up your voices, 

 the Lord is near.  Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 
 

       Congregational Prayer/Lord’s Prayer 

       Choral Response         In the Lord, I’ll Be Ever Thankful         TFWS #2195                         
   

  SCRIPTURE                     John 3:1-17 
 

  HYMN (remain seated)  Breathe on Me Breath of God                 No. 420 
                    
  SERMON                 “IN THE CROSSFIRE:  Nicodemus” 
            Rev. Mary Birgelaitis                
 

  OFFERING 
 

     Invitation to Offering 
 Offertory                      On Jordan’s Stormy Banks              M. Durham 

 *Doxology/Blessing of the Offering 
 

                     Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;  
             Praise Him,  all creatures here below;  

                       Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;                
           Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

 

                     Mighty God, send your Holy Spirit 
                          on these gifts and on these givers. 
                     As your Spirit flows through our fellowship, 
                          transform our gifts into signs of life, 
                                signs of new life,      
                                     and signs of hope and help. 
                     In gratitude, we pray.  Amen. 
   

*HYMN              Lift High the Cross                                      No. 159 
                                                            
*BENEDICTION   
 

*RESPONSE               Amen                                                No. 903 
 

  POSTLUDE                     In the Presence of Jehovah     Geron and Becky Davis

                                        

 
*Worshipers stand as able. 
           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Liturgy from Words for Worship©2016 for Mary Scifres Ministries. 

Permission for reprint and idea use granted to all subscribers and their local churches  

   

TABLE OF 8 PROGRAM 
Social dinner groups are forming now, 

consisting of 6 to 8 people.   
The purpose is for church members to 
gather monthly in a social setting with 
other members in an environment to 

socialize, share a meal, and get to 
know and care for one another on a 

more personal level. 
For more information please contact   

Marjorie Ott or Lucy Jacob 

THE WAY 
Walking in the Footsteps 

of Jesus 

by Adam Hamilton 
 

All are invited to the 
Lenten Study Classes 
Wednesdays at 5:45 PM 
Criswell Hall 
 

Following the 5 PM Free Dinner 
 

Please see the March Cast-a-Net   
for details about the series.   

Books are Available 

 

STATEMENTS OF GIVING  
 

      are available upon request by  
contacting Financial Secretary,  

Virginia Mothes at                              
virginiamothes@att.net or leave a 

request in her mailbox in the 
church office or 
call the office to 

leave a message—
481-2692. 

 

 

Monday—3/13 

 Emergency Food Pantry —1 PM—-CH 

 Quilting Class G. McGuire—5:45—CH  

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—3/14 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM–-CH 

 Sew ‘n Sews + Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga—-11 AM—CH 

 Handbell Practice—5 PM-- HR 
Wednesday—3/15 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Communications Team—10 AM—L 

 Free Dinner—5 PM—CH 

 Lenten Study Class—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir—7 PM—S 
Thursday—3/16 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—-10 AM—L 

 Finance Team—11 AM—PS 

 Handbell Practice—5 PM—HR 

 Church Council—7 PM—MMR 
Friday—3/17 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 
Saturday—3/18 

 AGUMCC Workday—9 
AM to 12 PM—Backyard,  
Courtyard 

 UMM Breakfast Mtg—9 AM—Coco’s 

 2 PM San Luis Chamber Orchestra 
Rehearsal—2--4 PM—CH   

UPDATE ON COFFEE N’ ART SHOW  
 

The eagerly-awaited, fantastic COFFEE N’ ART SHOW is  
on Sunday, March 26th after the first and second services 
in Criswell Hall. We have just learned that there are now 
works from ten artists (many from our church) to display 
their talents through all the painting media.  
 

Leona Beerup will present a live painting demonstration as part of the 
show. Guest painters from the Watercolor Connection group in San Luis 
will display some outstanding paintings. Artists will be on hand to discuss 
their art with the viewers.  Along with the regular coffee hour the snack 
table will have some special goodies.  
 

The show is being sponsored by the UMM. There is no charge for the 
show; some paintings may be offered for sale by the artists. Part of the 
sale would go to the Sunday School fund. Don't miss this enjoyable event.  

                          
              WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                     OUR GIFTS 
 

               8:30 AM 10:30 AM TOTAL             Weekly Offerings Budgeted:      $4,711 
 

Feb 12         30         96              126                 Feb 12     Received:          $5,498 
Feb 19    50         77              127                  Feb 19    Received:          $2,612 
Feb 26        41          86             127                  Feb 26    Received:          $5,275 
Mar  5         36      83             119                  Mar 5      Received:         $10,141 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:                                                $169,585   
Fiscal Year to Date Received:                                                                 $182,415 
 

                                                                                             Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer

 

The 5 Cities Christian Women will meet tomorrow, March 13,       

at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Days Saints, 751 Traffic   

Way, Arroyo Grande. 

The potluck starts at 12 noon followed by a speaker from         

Days for Girls—a non-profit group that provides quality hygiene 

and health education for girls worldwide.   

                           All women are welcome.         ~submitted by Bennie Duffin 

Friday, March 24th 
11AM  

McMillen Room                                                  
Book discussion on  
I Love Growing Older, But I’ll Never 
Grow Old by Ellsworth Kalas   

Saturday, March 18th   
Breakfast Meeting at 9 AM at 

Coco’s Restaurant— 
order from the menu.   

Guest Speaker will be Philip D’Aceri,  
Business Development Manager for the  

SLO County Airport.      
 Women are invited.   

Seating is limited so be there early. 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

to MARILYN DRAPER 
 

from your sister,  

Marjorie 


