
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday-Thursday from 9 AM – 1 PM  

 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday thru 
Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM - 4:30 PM.    
Come and find out if we are a good fit for you and your child. 
 

Office Hours:  M—F  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 

 

8:30 AM  WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

 

 

 

 

June 18, 2017 

 

 

 
Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:   
 Judy Atwood 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:   Jamie Foster 
 

 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director: 
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

 

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the  
First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande  

and to this service of worship.   
We are happy that you have joined us here today   

and hope that you will  find our worship meaningful. 
Please come to worship with us again soon.   

Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7   
 

The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat 

at the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. He looked up 

and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he 

ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to 

the ground. He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass 

by your servant. Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, 

and rest yourselves under the tree. Let me bring a little bread, that 

you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—

since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you 

have said.” And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and 

said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead 

it, and make cakes.” Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, 

tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to 

prepare it. Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had 

prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under 

the tree while they ate. 

They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, 

in the tent.” Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due sea-

son, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” And Sarah was listen-

ing at the tent entrance behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah 

were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after 

the manner of women. So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After 

I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have pleas-

ure?” The LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, and say, 

‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ Is anything too 

wonderful for the LORD? At the set time I will return to you, in due 

season, and Sarah shall have a son.” But   Sarah denied, saying, “I 

did not laugh”; for she was afraid.  He said, “Oh yes, you did 

laugh.” 
 

  
The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sa-

rah as he had promised. Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a 

son in his old age, at the time of which God had spoken to 

him. Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore 

him. And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight 

days old, as God had commanded him.  Abraham was a hun-

dred years old when his son Isaac was born to him.  Now Sarah 

said, “God has brought laughter for me; everyone who hears will 

laugh with me.” And she said, “Who would ever have said to 

Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him 

a son in his old age.”       
      Today’s Liturgist: Elwood Hyden 

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


 Order of WorshiP 

June 18, 2017                                                                                         8:30 AM  
Second Sunday after Penteost 

Father’s Day 
  

 Music by the Lord’s Crew 
  
  

      Gathering 
 

 *OPENING PRAISE              All the People Said Amen 
 
   HANDBELL INTROIT                  My Savior’s Love                         arr. Linda Lamb 
   
   WELCOMING OUR VISITORS 
    
 *PRAISE                                       Let the Waters Rise          
                                                      Be the Strength of My Life 
   
   HANDBELL ANTHEM      Meditation on “Blaenwern”    arr. Malcolm C. Wilson 

 

 *SHARING GOD’S PEACE   
            

   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    
 

 Sharing Joys & Concerns 
 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 

         Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 
      
   SONG OF ILLUMINATION   Learning to be the Light 
 

    SCRIPTURE         Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7              
 

   SERMON                   “GOD’S SPIRIT:  Brings Laughter”                       

      

   OFFERING SONG                              Agnus Dei 
 

   CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION                                                         
 

           Communion Song           Come Just as You Are 
 

 *FINAL BLESSING                              Sanctuary 
 
*CLOSING SONG                         Rounded Up in Glory 

 
 
*Worshipers stand as able               

 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 
JOY CIRCLE 

 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by  

CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

We thank you all for your        
service to our church! 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

                     Welcome to Worship!                                                

 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen             
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

              WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                     OUR GIFTS 

 

               8:30 AM 10:30 AM TOTAL             Weekly Offerings Budgeted:      $4,711 
May 21      36         88              124                 May 21     Received:         $3,296 
May 28       36     73         109                May 28     Received:          $4,019 
Jun  4      36     78               114                Jun  4      Received:         $9,425 
Jun 11      32     86              118  Jun 11      Received:         $4,024 
 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:               $235,535 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:      $247,280 
 

 

Special Service Music    

During The Summer 
 

We are scheduling special 

music for the 10:30 AM    

worship service while the 

Chancel Choir is on       

summer recess.  Volunteer 

to sing a solo, duet, form a small combo  

group, play an instrument!  

 

Contact Julie Burns 
 

Please share your talents  

with your church 

 

 We Are Pleased to Have Two 
Flower Dedications Today 

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY 

TO ALL FATHERS 
 

and In Memory of our  

folks’ 76th Anniversary 
 

Judy and Cristy 

       

IN CELEBRATION  

   OF OUR 

 62nd ANNIVERSARY 

 

  Sam and Karla Jones 

PLAN NOW FOR  
YOUR CHILDRENS’  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
EXPERIENCE  AT ARROYO GRANDE 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 

Dates:  July 27, 28, 29 

 

Times: Thursday & Friday,  6 PM—9 PM   Saturday,  9 AM—12 Noon 
 

For: Ages 5—12           Cost is FREE ! 
 

Music, Videos, Bible Stories, Games, Crafts, Fun Food! 

 

Theme: WEIRD ANIMALS—Where Jesus’ Love is One-

of-a-Kind   To Register: Contact Sandy Underwood or church office 

2017 California-Pacific 
 Annual Conference 

of the United Methodist Church 
 

Special thanks to our Pastor and  
Lay Delegates to Annual Conference  

 

 Pastor Mary Birgelaitis, Judy Atwood, 
and Patti Melsheimer represented  

First UMC Arroyo Grande at the  
Conference that took place June 14th—

17th in Redlands.  We look 
 forward to hearing them report back 

to us. We know the days are long  
and full with plenary sessions,  

legislative sessions and many, many 
special worship services.   

 

Pastor Mary, Patti, and Judy,         
we appreciate your attendance  

on our behalf! 

Monday—6/19 

 Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM—CH 

 Quilting Class-McGuire—5:45 PM—
CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—6/20 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Sew ‘n Sews + Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga —11 AM—CH 

 Preschool Board—MMR                        
Open Session —1:30 PM                             
Closed Session—2 PM 

 JOY Circle—7 PM—Home of member 
Wednesday—6/21 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Communications Team—10 AM—L 

 Free Dinner, Adult Bible Study and 
Chancel Choir all on summer break 

Thursday—6/22 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 UMW Boutique Crafts—9:30 AM—
MMR   

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Finance Committee—11 AM—PS 
Friday—6/23 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 
Saturday—6/24 

 Nothing currently scheduled 

 

  

 

 

We give a special thank you 
today to the Grande Ringers 
and their director, Leonard 

Lutz, for their handbell music 
during both worship services.  
The ringers have been playing 
on the third Sunday of each 
month, and now will be on 
summer break after today   

until around August 22. 
 

Enjoy your summer! 
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PM.   We invite you to visit and see if  we are a good fit for 
your family.  
 

Office Hours:  M—F from 8 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
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First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

                            Welcome to Worship!   

        
                

Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7   
 

The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat 

at the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. He looked up 

and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he 

ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to 

the ground. He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass 

by your servant. Let a little water be brought, and wash your 

feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. Let me bring a little 

bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may 

pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, 

“Do as you have said.” And Abraham hastened into the tent to 

Sarah, and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice 

flour, knead it, and make cakes.” Abraham ran to the herd, and 

took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who 

hastened to prepare it. Then he took curds and milk and the calf 

that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by 

them under the tree while they ate. 

They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, 

“There, in the tent.” Then one said, “I will surely return to you in 

due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” And Sarah 

was listening at the tent entrance behind him. Now Abraham 

and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to be with 

Sarah after the manner of women. So Sarah laughed to herself, 

saying, “After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I 

have pleasure?” The LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah 

laugh, and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am 

old?’ Is anything too wonderful for the LORD? At the set time I will 

return to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a son.” But   

Sarah denied, saying, “I did not laugh”; for she was afraid.  He 

said, “Oh yes, you did laugh.” 
 

  
The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for 

Sarah as he had promised. Sarah conceived and bore Abraham 

a son in his old age, at the time of which God had spoken to 

him. Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore 

him. And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight 

days old, as God had commanded him.  Abraham was a hun-

dred years old when his son Isaac was born to him.  Now Sarah 

said, “God has brought laughter for me; everyone who hears will 

laugh with me.” And she said, “Who would ever have said to 

Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him 

a son in his old age.”   
              Today’s Liturgist:  Virginia Mothes                                    
              
          
    

 

   Order of WorshiP  

 

June 18, 2017                                                                                           10:30 AM             

                    Second Sunday after Pentecost      

Father’s Day 
 

CENTERING WORDS 
 

“Laughter is the shortest distance between two people.” 

                                                                                                   —Victor Borge 

Make a joyful noise!  
In this most amazing world, 

 God loves to hear our laughter and praise. 
 

   WELCOMING OUR VISITORS 

                                                                             

   PRELUDE                                       Adagio      Felix Mendelssohn 

 

    HANDBELL INTROIT             My Savior’s Love           arr. Linda Lamb 

 

 *CALL TO WORSHIP   
 

Enter God’s sanctuary of quiet peace. 
Sense the grace that calls us here. 

Open your mind to listen with hope. 
Know the wisdom that calls us here. 

Gather in the Light of God. 
Feel the love that calls us here. 

Gather in the Spirit’s power. 
Embrace the joy that calls us here. 

 

 *OPENING HYMN         Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee                            No. 89 

 

   HANDBELL ANTHEM    Meditation on “Blaenwern”        arr. Malcolm C. Wilson 

 

*OPENING PRAYER 
  

Wondrous God, we gather in your joyous presence this day.  
Rejoice with us,  

as we bring our laughter and our praise.  
Weep with us,  

as we bring our worries and our fears.  
Walk with us,  

as we bring our hopes to answer your call.  
Bless our lives with the peace that passes all understanding, 

that we may laugh in times of doubt,  
and rejoice in times of deepest fear.  

In joyous hope, we pray.  Amen.   

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the  
First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande  

and to this service of worship.   
We are happy that you have joined us here today   

and hope that you will  find our worship meaningful. 
Please come to worship with us again soon.  

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 
JOY CIRCLE 

 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 
CHURCH COUNCIL 

 

We thank you all for your       
service to our church! 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen            
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

                        

            WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                                      OUR GIFTS 
 
 

             8:30 AM 10:30 AM TOTAL             Weekly Offerings Budgeted:      $4,711 
May 14   38     78             116             May 14     Received:        $5,414 
May 21       36         73             109                    May 21     Received:        $4,019 
Jun  4      36     78             114                    Jun 4        Received:        $9,425 
Jun 11         32         86             118                     Jun 11       Received:        $4,024 
 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:              $235,535 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:                                                     $247,280 
 

             Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer         

 

Monday—6/19 

 Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM—CH 

 Quilting Class-McGuire—5:45 PM—CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—6/20 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Sew ‘n Sews + Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga —11 AM—CH 

 Preschool Board—MMR                        
Open Session —1:30 PM                             
Closed Session—2 PM 

 JOY Circle—7 PM—Home of member 
Wednesday—6/21 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Communications Team 10 AM—L 

 Free Dinner, Adult Bible Study and 
Chancel Choir all on summer break 

Thursday—6/22 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 UMW Boutique Crafts—9:30 AM—
MMR   

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Finance Committee—11 AM—PS 
Friday—6/23 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 
Saturday—6/24 

 Nothing currently scheduled 

 

    CHILDREN’S MOMENT                               Leonard Lutz 

Nursery care is available.  
Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers at this time.      

     
    A TIME OF PRAYER 

 

         Congregational Prayer 
 
   SPECIAL MUSIC                       The Lord’s Prayer              
      Rosslyn Clauson, cello 
       
   SCRIPTURE                       Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7  
      
  *HYMN    For the Beauty of the Earth  verses 1-4                            No. 92     

 
   SERMON     “GOD’S SPIRIT: Brings Laughter” 

   
    OFFERING 
 

     Invitation to the Offering 
 Offertory                             Prelude              Cesar Franck 

       *Doxology/Blessing of the Offering 
 

       Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
         Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

   *HYMN      From All That Dwell Below the Skies                      No. 101 
  

  *BENEDICTION 

 

   Hear God’s call to enjoy the journey, 
   as we go forth to do God’s work.  

   Feel God’s grace leading the way, 
   as we respond to the prompting  
        of the Holy Spirit.  

   Know God’s presence and strength working within.  
   We go now in peace, grace, and love, 
        to  bring blessing in our world. 

                                                
  POSTLUDE                                     Psalm XIX        Benedetto Marcello 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                
  *Worshipers stand as able 

 

© 2017 Mary Scifres for Mary Scifres Ministries.  Permission for reprint and ideas use granted to all 
subscribers and their local churches for use in worship, small groups, or study groups 

for use in worship, small groups, or study groups. 

Special Service Music    

During The Summer 
 

We are scheduling spe-

cial music for the 10:30 

AM worship service while 

the Chancel Choir is on  

summer recess.  Volunteer to sing a 

solo, duet, form a small combo  

group, play an instrument!  
 

Contact Julie Burns  

Please share your talents  

with your church 

 

We Are Pleased to Have Two 
Flower Dedications Today 

 

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY 

TO ALL FATHERS 
 

and In Memory of our  

folks’ 76th Anniversary 
 

Judy and Cristy 

 

 

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY 

TO ALL FATHERS 
 

and In Memory of our  

folks’ 76th Anniversary 
 

Judy and Cristy 

      

  IN CELEBRATION  

            OF OUR 62 

         ANNIVERSARY 

 

     Sam and Karla Jones 

      

 IN CELEBRATION  

            OF OUR  

     62nd ANNIVERSARY 

 

     Sam and Karla Jones 

 

PLAN NOW FOR  
YOUR CHILDRENS’  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
EXPERIENCE  AT ARROYO GRANDE 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 

Dates:  July 27, 28, 29 

 

Times: Thursday & Friday,  6 PM—9 PM   Saturday,  9 AM—12 Noon 
 

For: Ages 5—12           Cost is FREE ! 
 

Music, Videos, Bible Stories, Games, Crafts, Fun Food! 

 

Theme: WEIRD ANIMALS—Where Jesus’ Love is One-of-a-Kind 
 

To Register: Contact Sandy Underwood or church office 

 

  

 

 

 

We give a special thank you   
today to the Grande Ringers and 
their director, Leonard Lutz, for 

their handbell music during both 
worship services.  The ringers 

have been playing on the third 
Sunday of each month, and now 
will be on summer break after 
today until around August 22. 

 

Enjoy your summer! 

2017 California-Pacific 
 Annual Conference 

of the United Methodist Church 
 

Special thanks to our Pastor and Lay 
Delegates to Annual Conference. 

  
Pastor Mary Birgelaitis, Judy Atwood, 

and Patti Melsheimer represented  
First UMC Arroyo Grande  

at the Conference that took place    
June 14th—17th in Redlands.  We look 
 forward to hearing them report back 

to us.  We know the days are long  
and full with plenary sessions,  

legislative sessions and many, many 
 special worship services.   

 

Pastor Mary, Judy, and Patti, we 
 appreciate your attendance            

on our behalf! 


