
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday-Thursday from 9 AM – 1 PM  

 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM.    
We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for your 
family. 

Office Hours:  M—F  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 

 

8:30 AM  WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 30, 2017 

 

 
Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:   
 Judy Atwood 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:   Jamie Foster 
 

 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director: 
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

Psalm 119:129-136 NRSV 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do 

not know how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit 

himself intercedes for us with sighs too deep for 

words.  And he who searches the hearts of men 

knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the 

Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will     

of God.  We know that in everything God works for 

good with those who love him, who are called       

according to his purpose. 
  

    Today’s Liturgist:  Joe Brown 

Your decrees are wonderful; 

   therefore my soul keeps them.  

The unfolding of your words gives light; 

   it imparts understanding to the simple.  

With open mouth I pant, 

   because I long for your commandments.  

Turn to me and be gracious to me, 

   as is your custom towards those who love your name.  

Keep my steps steady according to your promise, 

   and never let iniquity have dominion over me.  

Redeem me from human oppression, 

   that I may keep your precepts.  

Make your face shine upon your servant, 

   and teach me your statutes.  

My eyes shed streams of tears 

  Because your law is not kept.   

Romans 8:26-28 RSV 

as is your custom towards those who love your name.  

Keep my steps steady according to your promise, 

  

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the  
First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande  

and to this service of worship.   
We are happy that you have joined us here today   

and hope that you will  find our worship meaningful. 
Please come to worship with us again soon.  

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


 Order of WorshiP 

July 30, 2017                                                                                         8:30 AM  
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

  
  

 Music by the Lord’s Crew 
  

      Gathering 
 
 

 *OPENING PRAISE                     Heal Our Land 
 
    WELCOMING OUR VISITORS 
    
 *PRAISE                                       Awesome God 
                                                     Have Thine Own Way 
                                                   I Love to Tell the Story 
   
 *SHARING GOD’S PEACE   
            

   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    
 

 Sharing Joys & Concerns 
 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 
         Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 
      
   SONG OF ILLUMINATION   Love Come Down 
 

    SCRIPTURE    Psalm 119:129-136 NRSV 
                                                      Romans 8:26-28 RSV              
 
   SERMON                     “GOD’S SPIRIT:  Intercedes” 

                               

   OFFERING SONG                Grace That is Greater 
 

   CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION  
 

   COMMUNION SONG            On Bended Knee 
 

 *FINAL BLESSING                       Sanctuary 
 
*CLOSING SONG                        I’ll Fly Away 

 
 
*Worshipers stand as able               

 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by  

 

ENDOWMENT/ELT COMMITTEE 
 

We thank you all for your        
service to our church! 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

                     Welcome to Worship!                                                

 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen             
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen             
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

NEXT SUNDAY, AUGUST 6th is 
INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP DAY 

 
Next Sunday the United Methodist Women will have  
Opportunity Drawings for six Friendship Baskets,         

prepared with goodies from six countries.  
 

 The baskets are on display.  Tickets are available 
and sell for one dollar each / six for five dollars. 

                        

            WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                                OUR GIFTS 
 
 

          8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL              Weekly Offerings Budgeted:      $4,830 
 

Jul 2 56          82             138            Jul 2      Received:   $9,359 
Jul 9      41                  109             150 Jul 9      Received:   $5,484 
Jul 16 28          61               89 Jul 16      Received:   $3,443 
Jul 23    43          69             112 Jul 23      Received:   $3,369  
  

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:                                       $19,321 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:                                                            $21,655  
       Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer         

 

 

 
WE WELCOME YOU TO JOIN  

THE CHURCH 
 

All who regularly attend worship  
and  haven’t joined the church by  

taking the step of membership  
are invited to do so! 

 

Let Pastor Mary know you are  
wishing to join, meet with her, and  

we can schedule a Sunday to  
officially welcome you. 

 

Summer Special Service Music     
 

While the Chancel Choir is 

on summer break, please 

volunteer to sing a solo, 

duet, form a small combo 

group, play an instrument 

for the  10:30 AM        

worship service!  
 

 Contact Julie Burns  

Relax Into Summer! 

 

Dress Casually       

For Church! 

Monday—7/31 

 Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM—CH 

 Quilting Class-McGuire—5:45 PM—CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—8/1 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH  

 Sew ‘n’ Sews plus Knitters—9 AM—
MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga Class—11 AM—CH 
Wednesday—8/2 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Free Dinner, Adult Bible Study and     
Chancel Choir all on summer break 

Thursday—8/3 

 People’s Kitchen Prep—8 AM—K, leave 
to serve at 11:15 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 
Friday—8/4 
        Spirit Day at AGUMCC 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 

 AGUMCC Closed—3:30 PM 

 AGUMCC Staff Development—4 PM—
MMR 

Saturday—8/5 

 Nothing currently on schedule 

 

Please remember to      
sign up to sponsor      
altar flowers for a  
special occasion  

or memorial 

FUMCAG FOOD PANTRY 
 

 In need of casserole makers —29 
casseroles given out last Monday 
— and staple food items. 

 Monetary donations 
always welcome. 

 

   Please contact the Ashtons 

 

A Big THANK YOU  

to our VBS Director, Sandy Underwood,  

and to all the wonderful Volunteers who gave  

of their time and love. 

At FUMCAG on July 27-29, 2017 



First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday—Thursday from 9 AM to 1 PM 
 

On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Via E-mail:  fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary Birgelaitis: revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program tours are given by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday between 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM - 3:30 
PM.   We invite you to visit and see if  we are a good fit for 
your family.  
 

Office Hours:  M—F from 9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:   
 Judy Atwood 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:    
 Jamie Foster 
 

 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director:  
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 
AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

                            Welcome to Worship!   

                  

 

 

 

Psalm 119:129-136 NRSV 

 

 

   Order of WorshiP  
 

July 30, 2017                                          10:30 AM                                                                                      

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
  

CENTERING WORDS 

 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; 
for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 

but the Spirit himself intercedes for us  
with sighs too deep for words. 

---Romans 8:26 (RSV) 
                            

   WELCOMING OUR VISITORS 

                                                                             

   PRELUDE                             How Great is Our God   Tomlin, Reeves, Cash 

 

  *CALL TO WORSHIP  
  

Called to God’s kingdom, 
we gather in love. 

Called to Christ’s service,  
we come with humble hearts. 

Called by the Spirit’s power, 
we find the strength and courage  
      to create God’s world of peace and love. 

  
 *OPENING HYMN          What a Friend We Have in Jesus                    No. 526 
 
   OPENING PRAYER (seated) 

 

 Mighty Spirit, breathe your courage into our hearts,  
into our lives, and into our worship.  

Shine the light of your wisdom into our minds, 
that we might perceive the signs of your kingdom  

around and within us, 
no matter how small those signs might be.  

Flow through us with your grace,  
that we might serve one another faithfully  

in unity and love.  
Live in us each and every day,  

that we might be signs of your realm 
for everyone to see. Amen.  
 

   CHILDREN’S MOMENT                               Carolyn Russell 

Nursery care is available.  
Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers at this time.      

 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we 

do not know how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit 

himself intercedes for us with sighs too deep for 

words. And he who searches the hearts of men 

knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the 

Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will 

of God.  We know that in everything God works for 

good with those who love him, who are called     

according to his purpose. 
 

                
         Today’s Liturgist:  Virginia Mothes 

Romans 8:26-28 RSV 

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the  
First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande  

and to this service of worship.   
We are happy that you have joined us here today   

and hope that you will  find our worship meaningful. 
Please come to worship with us again soon.  

 

Your decrees are wonderful; 

   therefore my soul keeps them.  

The unfolding of your words gives light; 

   it imparts understanding to the simple.  

With open mouth I pant, 

   because I long for your commandments.  

Turn to me and be gracious to me, 

   as is your custom towards those who love your name.  

Keep my steps steady according to your promise, 

   and never let iniquity have dominion over me.  

Redeem me from human oppression, 

   that I may keep your precepts.  

Make your face shine upon your servant, 

   and teach me your statutes.  

My eyes shed streams of tears 

  Because your law is not kept.   

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen            
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

 

    
  A TIME OF PRAYER 
 

        Choral Call to Prayer            Spirit of the Living God                       No. 393      
  Congregational Prayer 
  Choral Response                   Spirit of the Living God                       No. 393 
  
  SPECIAL  MUSIC                     Stronger          Brown and Naish 

             Soloist, Cristy Van Hook 

 
   SCRIPTURE                               Psalm 119:129-136 NRSV 
                            Romans 8:26-28 RSV 
         
   HYMN  (remain seated)            Be Still My Soul          No. 534 
            Verses 1-2 

 

   SERMON                               “GOD’S SPIRIT: Intercedes” 
 

   OFFERING 
 

     Invitation to the Offering 
 Offertory         He Leadeth Me! O Blessed Thought”    William B. Bradbury 

        *Doxology/Blessing of the Offering 
 

       Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
         Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

 *HYMN                We’ll Understand It Better By and By            No. 525 
                Verses 1—3 
 

 *BENEDICTION 
 

       We are signs of God’s presence and love for the world. 
     We are the seeds of God, 
     planted to bring God’s realm here on earth. 
Go, my friends, to scatter seeds of peace, hope, and love! 

  
POSTLUDE                  Take the Name of Jesus with You        W. Howard Doane 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Worshipers stand as able 
 

© 2017 Mary Scifres for Mary Scifres Ministries.  Permission for reprint and ideas use granted to all subscribers 
and their local churches. For additional reprint permissions, contact maryscifresministries@gmail.com  

Relax Into Summer! 

 

Dress Casually   

For Church! 

  

 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

 

ENDOWMENT/ELT COMMITTEE 

 
We thank you all for your       

service to our church! 

                        

            WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                                OUR GIFTS 
 

          8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL              Weekly Offerings Budgeted:      $4,830 
 

Jul 2    56          82             138                          Jul 2      Received:   $9,359 
Jul 9         41         109             150        Jul 9      Received:   $5,484 
Jul 16       28           61               89                         Jul 16        Received:   $3,443 
Jul 23       43          69              112        Jul 23        Received:   $3,369 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:                      $19,321 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:                                                     $21,655 
         Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer         

 
 
 
 
WE WELCOME YOU TO JOIN  

THE CHURCH 
 

All who regularly attend worship  
and  haven’t joined the church by  

taking the step of membership  
are invited to do so! 

 

Let Pastor Mary know you are  
wishing to join, meet with her, and  

we can schedule a Sunday to  
officially welcome you. 

Summer Special Service Music     
 

While the Chancel Choir is 

on summer break, please 

volunteer to sing a solo, 

duet, form a small combo 

group, play an instrument 

for the  10:30 AM        

worship service!  

 
 Contact Julie Burns  

 

Monday—7/31 

 Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM—CH 

 Quilting Class-McGuire—5:45 PM—CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—8/1 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH  

 Sew ‘n’ Sews plus Knitters—9 AM—
MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga Class—11 AM—CH 
Wednesday—8/2 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Free Dinner, Adult Bible Study and     
Chancel Choir all on summer break 

Thursday—8/3 

 People’s Kitchen Prep—8 AM—K, 
leave to serve at 11:15 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 
Friday—8/4 
        Spirit Day at AGUMCC 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 

 AGUMCC Closed—3:30 PM 

 AGUMCC Staff Development—4 PM—
MMR 

Saturday—8/5 

 Nothing currently on schedule 
 

FUMCAG FOOD PANTRY 
 

 In need of casserole makers —29 
casseroles given out last Monday 
—and staple food items. 

 Monetary donations 
always welcome. 

 

   Please contact the Ashtons 

NEXT SUNDAY, AUGUST 6th is 
INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP DAY 
 
Next Sunday the United Methodist Women will have  
Opportunity Drawings for six Friendship Baskets,            

prepared with goodies from six countries.  
 

The baskets are on display.  Tickets are available       
and sell for one dollar each / six for five dollars. 

 

Please remember to      
sign up to sponsor      
altar flowers for a  
special occasion  

or memorial 

 

A Big THANK YOU  

to our VBS Director, Sandy Underwood,  

and to all the wonderful Volunteers who gave  

of their time and love. 

At FUMCAG on July 27-29, 2017 

mailto:maryscifresministries@gmail.com

