J) Today's

Scripture

Luke 15:25-30

The Elder Brother’s Response as the Father
Welcomes His Prodigal Brother

Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and
approached the house, he heard music and dancing. He
called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He
replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the
fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’

Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came
out and began to plead with him. But he answered his father,
‘Listen! For all these years | have been working like a slave
for you, and | have never disobeyed your command; yet

you have never given me even a young goat so that |

might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours
came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes,
you killed the fatted calf for him!’

Today’s Liturgist: Joseph Brown

—c—Weleo

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the
First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande
and to this service of worship.

We are happy that you have joined us here today
and hope that you will find our worship meaningful.
Please come to worship with us again soon.

First United Methodist Church

of Arroyo Grande

275 North Halcyon Road
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420

Contact us.

Church Office: 805.481.2692

Church Office Open:

Monday-Thursday from 9 AM -1 PM

On The Web @ worshipweekly.com

Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail: revmaryb@fumcag.org

Arroyo Grande United Methodist

Children’s Center

Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday
through Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM.
We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for your

family.

Office Hours: M—F from 9 AM—5 PM

Office: 805.481.2223

E-mail: agumcc@sbcglobal.net

Our

ECHURAEE
SNTAEF

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop:
Grant J. Hagiya

North District Superintendent:
Rev. James Powell

Senior Pastor:
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis

Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:

Judy Atwood
Church Office Administrator:
Frances Robertson
Website Manager: Jamie Foster

Choir Director: Julie Burns
Choral Pianist: Dennis Eiler
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark
Handbell Choir Director:

Leonard Lutz
Multi-Media Director:

Duncan Leonard
Children’s Education Director: TBS
AG UM Children’s Center
Director: Madrigal Quaglino
(805) 481-2223

8:30 AM WORSHIP SERVICE

September 17, 2017
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

September 17, 2017 8:30 AM

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Music by the Lord’s Crew

Gathering

*OPENING PRAISE How Great You Are

WELCOMING OUR VISITORS

HANDBELL INTROIT

Jubilee Arnold Sherman

*PRAISE Be the Strength of My Life
| Will Follow You
HANDBELL ANTHEM Gift of Peace Cynthia Dobrinski

*SHARING GOD’S PEACE

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Sharing Joys & Concerns
Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving

Sharing and Responding to God’s Word

SONG OF ILLUMINATION  God of All Splendor

SCRIPTURE Luke 15:25-30
“... this parable is a window through which I can step into the Kingdom of God.”

SERMON STAYING HOME: “The Elder Brother”
...obedient, yet lost in resentment & self-righteousness...

OFFERING SONG | Just Want to Praise You

CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG Come Just As You Are

*FINAL BLESSING Cares Chorus

*CLOSING SONG Will the Circle Be Unbroken

*Worshipers stand as able

Abbreviation Legend

The Faith We Sing is a songbook
that came out in 2000 to provide
additional music for worshipping
congregations in the United
Methodist Church. Our choir sings
many introits, calls to prayer and
responses from The Faith We Sing.

The congregation will enjoy this additional music as soon as we purchase
them. We need another $1,500 (at least) to purchase these books. We
have some money available in 1-2 memorial accounts we can apply to-
ward this. If you would like to contribute to the fund to purchase these
books, just write a check and indicate THE FAITH WE SING on the memo.

(S) Sanctuary  (PL) Parking Lot
B‘Y\\e‘ - (L) Library ~ (CH) Criswell Hall
'l] I I (MMR) McMillen Room  (K) Kitchen
etm Boar (PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room
Join uc:/or,
D T
Coff(;’m?p — — THE WEEK AHEAD
Q 'J @ Monday—9/18
e Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM—CH
Coﬁee Hour TOday e Quilting Class-G McGuire—5:45 PM—CH
is hosted by e Women on Prayer—7 PM—S
Tuesday—9/19
UMC CHILDREN’S CENTER  « Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH
) e Sew ‘n’ Sews plus Knitters—9 AM—MMR
Next Week S Coﬁee Hour e UMW Chair Yoga Class—11 AM—CH
will be hosted by e Preschool Board—MMR
1:30 PM—Open Session
WORSHIP COMMITTEE 2:00 PM—Closed Session

e Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR
We thank you a”for your e JOY Circle—7 PM—at member’s home

. Wednesday—9/20
!
service to our church! e Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH

Church Work Day—9 AM
Communications Committee—10 AM—L
Free Fellowship Dinner—5 PM—CH
Adult Study “Praying Together” —

’ @ ) \ 5:45 PM—CH
ﬂ ** *« e Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S

Thursday—9/21
Altar Flowers e Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH

e Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L

/\/ e Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR
e  Church Council—7 PM—MMR
80th Bi rthday

Friday—9/22

e Bible Study—8:30 AM—L

e UMW Book Club—11 AM—MMR
Saturday—9/23

Happy 80th Birthdays 7 e Nothing currently scheduled

to Robert Throndson ‘

and his twin brother MEETING
Ron Throndson

from Mary and Susan Q(
TODAY, SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

STAFF-PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE
11:45 PM—McMillen Room

REMINDER

Today at the 10:30 AM service we welcome
Sing and Jeanette Yue into membership.
Their sponsors are Gene and Judy Heiney.
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Herbie DiFonzo will be joining in the near future
as well. If you would like to be received into
membership in the next month,
please talk to Rev. Mary Birgelaitis

United
Methodlst
Wom

HOPE - LOVt IN ACTION

OCTOBER SPIRITUAL RETREAT

TICKETS ON SALE TODAY

at UMW table after both services
or at church office during office hours

“When Love is at Your Core”
The $20 ticket charge is to help
defray the cost of the event

Saturday, October 7
9 AM to 3 PM
Home of Bill and Sally Weitkamp

The Children’s Center is hosting the
“10t* Annual Family Fun Day" on
Saturday, October 14, 2017 from
11:00 am-1:30 pm. You and your
family will not want to miss the fun
filled event. There will be a Trike-A-
Thon, Tri-Tip BBQ, lunch, games,
face painting, bounce houses, a
vegetable stand, and a pumpkin
patch. See Maddy after church to
get your Tri Tip BBQ ticket or help
at the event. The proceeds from
this event will be used to purchase

materials and m \‘:’;

supplies for the v,|I.
. S al——
classrooms like

paint, paper, glue, -

A v B ‘
and other items. .A!J 392 ~

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

8:30 AM  10:30 AM TOTAL

Aug20 37 90 127
Aug27 28 72 100
Sep3 44 74 18
Sep1o0 32 80 12

Fiscal Year to Date Received:

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:

OUR GIFTS

Weekly Offerings Budgeted:  $4,830
Aug20 Received: $2,122
Aug 27 Received: $3,196
Sep3 Received: $11,381
Sep10  Received: $ 9,351

$53,132
$ 64,871

Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer




Luke 15:25-30

The Elder Brother’s Response as the Father
Welcomes His Prodigal Brother

Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and
approached the house, he heard music and dancing. He
called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He
replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed
the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and
sound.’

Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father
came out and began to plead with him. But he answered
his father, ‘Listen! For all these years | have been working
like a slave for you, and | have never disobeyed your
command; yet you have never given me even a young
goat so that | might celebrate with my friends. But when this
son of yours came back, who has devoured your property
with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’

Today'’s Liturgist: David Beaman

c—~Weleo

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the
First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande
and to this service of worship.

We are happy that you have joined us here today
and hope that you will find our worship meaningful.
Please come to worship with us again soon.

First United Methodist Church

of Arroyo Grande

275 North Halcyon Road
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420

Contact us.
Church Office: 805.481.2692

Church Office Open:
Monday—Thursday from 9 AM to 1 PM

On The Web @ worshipweekly.com
Via E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net
Rev. Mary Birgelaitis: revmaryb@fumcag.org

Arroyo Grande United Methodist
Children’s Center

Program tours are given by appointment ONLY on Monday
through Friday between 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM - 3:30
PM. We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for
your family.

Office Hours: M—F from 9 AM—5 PM
Office: 805.481.2223
E-mail: agumcc@sbcglobal.net
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Choir Director: Julie Burns
Choral Pianist: Dennis Eiler
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark
Senior Pastor: Handbell Choir Director:
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis Leonard Lutz
Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader: Multi-Media Director:
Judy Atwood Duncan Leonard
Church Office Administrator: Children’s Education Director: TBS
Frances Robertson AG UM Children’s Center
Website Manager: Director: Madrigal Quaglino
Jamie Foster (805) 481-2223

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop:
Grant J. Hagiya

North District Superintendent:
Rev. James Powell

September 17, 2017 10:30 AM
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

CENTERING WORDS

In Christ we are a part of God’s new creation!
In Christ we are reconciled with God
and with one another!
In Christ we, who were lost, are found;
we, who were dead, are alive!

WELCOMING OUR VISITORS

PRELUDE Pastoral on “Forest Green” Richard Purvis

Arnold Sherman

HANDBELL INTROIT Jubilee

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Come, let us celebrate the forgiving, reconciling love of God.
For once we were lost and felt so far away;
now we have been found and welcomed home.
Know that God’s love reaches out to you forever.
We rejoice at the news of forgiveness and hope!
Come, let us celebrate and praise the God of Love.
AMEN!

OPENING HYMN Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise No. 103

OPENING PRAYER (seated)

O God, our Loving Parent,

When we allow impatience and a sense of entitlement
to drive us away from you, call us back by your grace.

When we squander your gifts and goodness, and allow excesses
to rule our lives, remind us of what matters most.

Whether from the blindness of entitlement or the shame of disgrace,
receive us into the arms of your mercy, that we may be reconciled

with you and with our sisters and brothers. Amen.

HANDBELL ANTHEM Gift of Peace Cynthia Dobrinski

CHILDREN’S MOMENT Leonard Lutz

Nursery care is available.
Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers at this time.
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RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS Page 48
Sing and Jeannette Yue
Sponsors: Gene and Judy Heiney

A TIME OF PRAYER

Choral Call to Prayer
Congregational Prayer
Choral Response

The Fragrance of Christ

The Fragrance of Christ

SCRIPTURE Luke 15:25-30
“... this parable is a window through which I can step into the Kingdom of God.”

HYMN (remain seated) If Thou but Suffer God to Guide Thee No. 142

SERMON STAYING HOME: “The Elder Brother”
...obedient, yet lost in resentment & self-righteousness...

OFFERING

Invitation to the Offering
Offertory Adagio Sweelinck
*Doxology/Blessing of the Offering

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*HYMN Trust and Obey No. 467
*BENEDICTION

God has welcomed us home,
offering us unconditional love.
In Christ, we are reconciled with God
and with one another.
We are ambassadors of Christ,
sharing God’s Love and participating
in God’s new creation! Amen.

RESPONSE Amen

POSTLUDE Arr. Diane Bish

Come, Thou Fount of Ev’ry Blessing

Worshipers stand as able

© 2017 Mary Scifres for Mary Scifres Ministries. Permission for reprint and ideas use granted to all subscribers
and their local churches. For additional reprint permissions, contact maryscifresministries@gmail.com
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Coffee Hour Today Monday—9/18

is hosted by e Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM—CH
e Quilting Class-G McGuire—5:45 PM—CH
UMC CHILDREN’S CENTER * Women on Prayer—7 PM—S
Tuesday—9/19
Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH
Sew ‘n’ Sews plus Knitters—9 AM—MMR
UMW Chair Yoga Class—11 AM—CH
Preschool Board—MMR
1:30 PM—Open Session
2:00 PM—Closed Session
e Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR
e JOY Circle—7 PM—at member’s home
Wednesday—9/20
e Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH
Church Work Day—9 AM
Communications Committee—10 AM—L
Free Fellowship Dinner—5 PM—CH
Adult Study “Praying Together” —
5:45 PM—CH

THE WEEK AHEAD

Next Week’s Coffee Hour
will be hosted by

WORSHIP COMMITTEE

We thank you all for your
service to our church!

Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S
e Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH
f\/\ e Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L
r—% o6 %—\ e Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR
Friday—9/22
e Bible Study—8:30 AM—L
[ )
Happy 80th Birthdays Saturday—9/23
to Robert Throndson e Nothing currently scheduled

Altar Flowers — tursday—sp

80£}’) B“/thday e  Church Council—7 PM—MMR
\( UMW Book Club—11 AM—MMR

and his twin brother ‘

Ron Throndson MEETING
REMINDER
from Mary and Susan Q(
\ TODAY, SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

CW\ k’\:/ STAFF-PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE
\/ 11:45 PM—McMillen Room

Today at the 10:30 AM service we welcome
1 Sing and Jeanette Yue into membership.
- Their sponsors are Gene and Judy Heiney.
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/// \x\ ; Herbie DiFonzo will be joining in the near future
@/ as well. If you would like to be received into
(Welcome membership in the next month,
please talk to Rev. Mary Birgelaitis
and we will select a date that works for you.

The Faith We Sing is a songbook
that came out in 2000 to provide
additional music for worshipping
congregations in the United
Methodist Church. Our choir sings
many introits, calls to prayer and
responses from The Faith We Sing.

The congregation will enjoy this additional music as soon as we purchase
them. We need another $1,500 (at least) to purchase these books. We
have some money available in 1-2 memorial accounts we can apply to-
ward this. If you would like to contribute to the fund to purchase these
books, just write a check and indicate THE FAITH WE SING on the memo.

United

Methodist The Children’s Center is hosting the

L | “10t Annual Family Fun Day” on
Saturday, October 14, 2017 from
11:00 am-1:30 pm. You and your
family will not want to miss the fun
filled event. There will be a Trike-A-
Thon, Tri-Tip BBQ lunch, games,

OCTOBER SPIRITUAL RETREAT

TICKETS ON SALE TODAY

at UMW table after both services
or at church office during office hours
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“When Love is at Your Core”
The $20 ticket charge is to help
defray the cost of the event

Saturday, October 7
9 AM to 3 PM
Home of Bill and Sally Weitkamp

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE OUR GIFTS
8:30 AM 10:30 AM TOTAL Weekly Offerings Budgeted:  $4,830

Aug20 37 90 127 Aug20 Received: $2,122

Aug27 28 72 100 Aug 27 Received: $3,196

Sep3 44 74 118 Sep3 Received: $11,381

Sep1o0 32 80 112 Sep 10 Received: $ 9,351

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving: $53,132
Fiscal Year to Date Received: $64,871

Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer
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