
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday-Thursday from 9 AM – 1 PM  

 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday 
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We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for your 
family. 

Office Hours:  M—F  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 
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October 22, 2017 

 
Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:   
 Judy Atwood 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:   Jamie Foster 
 

 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director: 
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 
 

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ: 
 

Grace to you and peace.  
 

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you 

in our prayers, constantly remembering before our God and 

Father your work of faith and labour of love and steadfastness 

of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and sis-

ters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our 

message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also 

in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as 

you know what kind of people we proved to be among you 

for your sake. And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, 

for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy in-

spired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to 

all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of 

the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia 

and Achaia, but in every place where your faith in God has 

become known, so that we have no need to speak about 

it. For the people of those regions report about us what kind of      

welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God 

from idols, to serve a living and true God, and to wait for his 

Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus,     

who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 

 

Matthew 22:15-22 
 

Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what     

he said. So they sent their disciples to him, along with the     

Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, 

and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and   

show  deference to no one; for you do not regard people    

with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay 

taxes to the emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, 

said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites?          

Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a 

denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and 

whose title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said    

to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are   

the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.           

When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him 

and went away.     
 
    Today’s Liturgist: Susan Throndson 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
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 Order of WorshiP 

October 22, 2017                                                                               8:30 AM 
 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost  
  

 Music by the Lord’s Crew 
 

      Gathering 
 

 *OPENING PRAISE         Everybody Ought to Know 
 

   WELCOMING OUR VISITORS 
 
   ENDOWMENT WORD       Wayne Huggins 
 

 *PRAISE                                           Forever 
                                    Leaning on the Everlasting Arms 
                                     Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us 
 

 *SHARING GOD’S PEACE   
            

   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    
 

 Sharing Joys & Concerns 
 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 

         Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 
      
   SONG OF ILLUMINATION     Jesus Be the Center  
 

    SCRIPTURE  1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
       Matthew 22:15-22 
      
   SERMON                MIND OF CHRIST: “Faithfulness”                               

   OFFERING SONG        What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
 

   CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION  
 

   COMMUNION SONG      Lord You Have My Heart 
 

 *FINAL BLESSING   Jesus What a Beautiful Name 
 

 *CLOSING               I Saw the Light 
 
 
 
*Worshipers stand as able               

 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

HARVEST POTLUCK 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by  

 

Staff-Parish Relations Committee 
 

We thank you all for your        
service to our church! 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

                     Welcome to Worship!                                                

 
The book for October is 
Unspoken Farewell by  

Jonna-Lynn K. Mandelbaum 
 

Copies are available in the 
church office for $15 

 

Please join us to discuss 
this book on Friday,       

October 27 at 11 AM in 
the McMillen Room 

 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen             
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

                 WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                       OUR GIFTS 

          8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL              Weekly Offerings Budgeted:      $4,830 
Sep 24     41           86          127        Sep 24      Received:  $3,116 
Oct 1    40          89                129  Oct 1      Received: $12,942 
Oct 8    37   77          114                 Oct 8      Received: $ 4,748 
Oct 15      39         88                  127  Oct 15       Received: $ 4,843 
 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:   $77,283 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:               $92,702 

 

   Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer   

 

Monday—10/23   

 Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM—CH 

 Quilting Class-G McGuire—5:45 PM—CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—10/24 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH  

 Sew ‘n’ Sews plus Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 Nominating Committee—9:30 AM—PS  

 UMW Chair Yoga Class—11 AM—CH 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 Board of Trustees—7 PM—PS 
Wednesday—10/25 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9:00 AM 

 Mary-Martha-Esther Circle—10 AM—MMR 

 Communications—10 AM—L 

 Free Fellowship Dinner—5 PM—CH 

 Adult Study “Praying Together”—           
5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—10/26 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 UMW Boutique Crafts—10 AM—MMR 

 Intercessory Prayer—10:00 AM—L 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Friday—10/27 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 

 UMW Book Club—11:00 AM—MMR 
Saturday—10/28 

 Nothing currently scheduled 

       HARVEST POTLUCK MEAL TOGETHER 
 

 The Mission Team invites you to join us today                                                                          
Criswell Hall at 11:30  AM.  ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 The Mission Team will provide a meat entrée  
and you are invited to bring a favorite dish to share 
 This potluck meal is to celebrate the ministries            
of harvest we share as a congregation 
 Consider all the things we do in our community, 
around the world, and in our congregation 
 Let’s celebrate our ministry! 

CHRISTMAS BOUTIQUE AND         

CONTINENTAL CAFÉ   

   SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4th 

9 AM to 3 PM     HANDCRAFTED ITEMS 
*Jewelry * Aprons * Quilts * Afghans * Tote Bags * Art Work * 

*Fall & Christmas Décor * Jellies * Candy * Baked Goods * 

*Jams * Plant Booth * Vintage Furniture* 
 

THE CONTINENTAL CAFÉ is serving coffee, tea, and  

goodies from 9 AM to 2 PM      $7 each 
 

Proceeds support Methodist Missions at home and around the world 

 

SOMETHING NEW IS 
HAPPENING! 

 

A coat rack will be put 
out for anyone to leave 

a clean coat or jacket, and those who 
might need a warm coat or jacket this 

fall/winter can take one.  
This is the LEAVE OR TAKE RACK. 

Hangers provided.   
For questions, ask  Betty/Chuck Ashton 

FOR SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER 12 
 

Calling all Veterans of our 
Church! 
 

Let’s have a little fun with our Veterans Day 
Sunday by having any vet who still has some 
items, or a whole uniform, to wear them to 
church on November 12th  (if you can fit into 
them).  It will add a bit of veteran color to the 
recognition of our church members who have 
served in the military.  Men and women are 
invited to participate.            

See Val McClure for further information. 

 

In Memory of 
 

   J. “Herbie” Di Fonzo 
 

Memorial Service held 
October 21 in New York 

 

“Thank you for the short 
 time  you were with us.” 

 

from Kerren Brown 

We are pleased to have two 

altar flower dedications  

To celebrate  

the ministry of  

Rev. Mary Birgelaitis 

during Pastor  

Appreciation Month 
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First United Methodist Church  

 

   Order of WorshiP  
 

October 22, 2017                                                                   10:30 AM                                                                                      

  
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

CENTERING WORDS  
 

Which things are God’s?  Which things are the world’s?  
Which things are the emperor’s?  These questions challenge us,  

calling us to center on the truth of where our allegiance lies. 
             

     

   WELCOMING OUR VISITORS 
 

   ENDOWMENT WORD                     Wayne Huggins 

                                                                             

   PRELUDE            Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart           Croly / Atkinson 

 

   INTROIT                    I Sing Praises to Your Name                       Terry MacAlmon 

 

  *CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

The earth has its kings, but God is ruler of all. 
Praise God, who is the giver of life! 

The mountains may tremble, the oceans may roar, 
but God’s presence is more profound than the earth itself. 

Come into God’s presence, for God is among us now. 
Come to the rock, the God of life,  
for God is present now. 

O God, show us your glory; we seek your ways. 
 

*OPENING HYMN                O Worship the King            No. 73 
 

  OPENING PRAYER (seated) 

 

Loving, living God, be among us now.  
Show us your ways and guide our steps.  
Grant your people steadfast faithfulness, 

generous hearts, and willing hands .  
Help us hear your words,  

even as you challenge us to share  
the things that are yours. 

For all that we are, and all that we have,  
are gifts from you— 

gifts to be shared in service and love. Amen. 
 

    CHILDREN’S MOMENT                     Patti Melsheimer
 Nursery care is available.  

Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers at this time.      

 
         

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 
 

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ: 
 

Grace to you and peace.  
 

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you 

in our prayers, constantly remembering before our God and 

Father your work of faith and labour of love and steadfastness 

of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and    

sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our 

message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also 

in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as 

you know what kind of people we proved to be among you  

for your sake. And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, 

for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy       

inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example    

to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word 

of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia 

and Achaia, but in every place where your faith in God has 

become known, so that we have no need to speak about 

it. For the people of those regions report about us what kind    

of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God 

from idols, to serve a living and true God, and to wait for his 

Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus,     

who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 

 

Matthew 22:15-22 
 

Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what     

he said. So they sent their disciples to him, along with the     

Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, 

and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and   

show  deference to no one; for you do not regard people    

with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay 

taxes to the emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, 

said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites?          

Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a 

denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and 

whose title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said    

to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are   

the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”           

When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him 

and went away.  

  
            Today’s Liturgist: Patti Melsheimer 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
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Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen            
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

HARVEST POTLUCK 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

 

Staff-Parish Relations Committee 
 

We thank you all for your         
service to our church! 

 

                        

            WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                                OUR GIFTS 
 

          8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL              Weekly Offerings Budgeted:      $4,830 
Sep 24      41         86              127                         Sep 24      Received:  $3,116 
Oct 1         40        89              129       Oct 1      Received: $12,942 
Oct 8    37         77           114                      Oct 8      Received:  $4,748 
Oct 15       39        88              127       Oct 15      Received:  $4,843 
 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:         $77,283 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:                                                    $92,702 
         Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                    

          
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   A TIME OF PRAYER 

 

 Choral Call to Prayer         His Name is Wonderful                           No. 174
 Congregational Prayer  
        Choral Response                His Name is Wonderful                           No. 174 
 

  CHORAL ANTHEM           A Gospel Alleluia                          Green / Raney 

           
  SCRIPTURE                               1 Thessalonians 1:1-10  
             Matthew 22:15-22   
 

  HYMN  (remain seated)                     Rock of Ages              No. 361
                             

  SERMON             MIND OF CHRIST: “Faithfulness”  
 

     ...work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 
       for it is God who is at work in you... 
                     —Philippians 2:12-13 

  OFFERING 
                                          

       Invitation to the Offering 
  Offertory                 Where He Leads Me I Will Follow              John S. Norris                                                             

*Doxology/Blessing of the Offering 
 

       Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
         Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
           
*HYMN                                    Be Thou My Vision                     No. 451 

 

*BENEDICTION              
 

Go into the world, showering those in need with your works of faith. 
We go forth to serve as a labor of love. 

Be steadfast in hope, and full of conviction. 
We depart with joy, trusting that God will guide along the way. 

   

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE    There’s Something About That Name   No. 171 

 

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus!  There’s just something about that name! 
Master, Savior, Jesus!  Like the fragrance after the rain. 
Jesus, Jesus, Jesus !  Let all heaven and earth proclaim: 

Kings and kingdoms will all pass away,  
but there’s something about that name! 

               

  POSTLUDE               O The Deep, Deep Love of Jesus       Thomas J. Williams,

               arr. Joel Raney
                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Worshipers stand as able 

 
 

© 2017 Mary Scifres for Mary Scifres Ministries.  Permission for reprint and ideas use granted to all subscribers 
and their local churches. For additional reprint permissions, contact maryscifresministries@gmail.com  

 

SOMETHING NEW IS 
HAPPENING! 

A coat rack will be put 
out for anyone to leave 

a clean coat or jacket, and those who 
might need a warm coat or jacket this 

fall/winter can take one.  
This is the LEAVE OR TAKE RACK. 

Hangers provided.   
For questions, ask  Betty/Chuck Ashton 

 
The book for October is 
Unspoken Farewell by  

Jonna-Lynn K. Mandelbaum 
 

Copies are available in the 
church office for $15 

 

Please join us to discuss 
this book on Friday,       

October 27 at 11 AM in 
the McMillen Room 

       HARVEST POTLUCK MEAL TOGETHER 
 

 The Mission Team invites you to join us today                                                                          
Criswell Hall at 11:30  AM.  ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 The Mission Team will provide a meat entrée  
and you are invited to bring a favorite dish to share 
 This potluck meal is to celebrate the ministries            
of harvest we share as a congregation 
 Consider all the things we do in our community, 
around the world, and in our congregation 
 Let’s celebrate our ministry! 

UMW CHRISTMAS BOUTIQUE AND 

CONTINENTAL CAFÉ   
 SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4th 

9 AM to 3 PM     HANDCRAFTED ITEMS 
*Jewelry * Aprons * Quilts * Afghans * Tote Bags * 

*Art Work * Fall & Christmas Décor * Jellies * 

*Candy * Baked Goods * Jams * Plant Booth * Vintage Furniture* 
 

THE CONTINENTAL CAFÉ is serving coffee, tea, and  

goodies from 9 AM to 2 PM      $7 each 
 

Proceeds support Methodist Missions at home and around the world 

FOR SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER 12 
 

Calling all Veterans of our 
Church! 
 

Let’s have a little fun with our Veterans Day 
Sunday by having any vet who still has some 
items, or a whole uniform, to wear them to 
church on November 12th  (if you can fit into 
them).  It will add a bit of veteran color to the 
recognition of our church members who have 
served in the military.  Men and women are 
invited to participate.            

See Val McClure for further information. 

To celebrate  

the ministry of  

Rev. Mary Birgelaitis 

during Pastor  

Appreciation Month 
 

Monday—10/23   

 Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM—CH 

 Quilting Class-G McGuire—5:45 PM—CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—10/24 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH  

 Sew ‘n’ Sews plus Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 Nominating Committee—9:30 AM—PS  

 UMW Chair Yoga Class—11 AM—CH 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 Board of Trustees—7 PM—PS 
Wednesday—10/25 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9:00 AM 

 Mary-Martha-Esther Circle—10 AM—MMR 

 Communications—10 AM—L 

 Free Fellowship Dinner—5 PM—CH 

 Adult Study “Praying Together”—           
5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—10/26 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 UMW Boutique Crafts—10 AM—MMR 

 Intercessory Prayer—10:00 AM—L 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Friday—10/27 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 

 UMW Book Club—11:00 AM—MMR 
Saturday—10/28 

 Nothing currently scheduled 

In Memory of 

   J. “Herbie” Di Fonzo 

Memorial Service held 
October 21 in New York 

 

“Thank you for the short 
 time  you were with us.” 

 

from Kerren Brown 

We are pleased to have two 

altar flower dedications  
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