ISAIAH 40:1-5

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has
served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has
received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.

A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of

the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and

hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and
the rough places a plain.

Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people
shall see it together, for the mouth of the LOrRD has spoken.’

Mark 1:1-8

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of
God. As itis written in the prophet Isaiah,

“See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’”

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people
from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jeru-
salem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the
river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with
camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more
powerful than | is coming after me; | am not worthy to stoop
down and untie the thong of his sandals. | have baptized you
with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

Today’s Liturgist: Sharon Roemer
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In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the
First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande
and to this service of worship.

We are happy that you have joined us here today
and hope that you will find our worship meaningful.
Please come to worship with us again soon.

First United Methodist Church

of Arroyo Grande

275 North Halcyon Road

Arroyo Grande, CA 93420

Contact us.

Church Office: 805.481.2692

Church Office Open:

Monday-Thursday from 9 AM -1 PM

On The Web @ worshipweekly.com

Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail: revmaryb@fumcag.org

Arroyo Grande United Methodist

Children’s Center

Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday
through Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM.
We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for your

family.

Office Hours: M—F from 9 AM—5 PM

Office: 805.481.2223

E-mail: agumcc@sbcglobal.net

© Our

=CHURig s

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop:
Grant J. Hagiya
North District Superintendent:
Rev. James Powell
Senior Pastor:
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis
Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:
Judy Atwood
Church Office Administrator:
Frances Robertson
Website Manager: Jamie Foster

Choir Director: Julie Burns
Choral Pianist: Dennis Eiler
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark
Handbell Choir Director:

Leonard Lutz
Multi-Media Director:

Duncan Leonard
Children’s Education Director: TBS
AG UM Children’s Center
Director: Madrigal Quaglino
(805) 481-2223

8:30 AM WORSHIP SERVICE
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%o)[ ﬁ\»&) Welcome to Worship!

ORDER OF WORSHIP

December 10, 2017

Second Sunday of Advent

Gathering

*OPENING PRAISE Sing to the King
WELCOMING OUR VISITORS

PRAISE Be the Strength of My Life

Exodus 15
Go Tell It on the Mountain

*SHARING GOD’S PEACE

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Sharing Joys & Concerns
Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving

Sharing and Responding to God’s Word

SONG OF ILLUMINATION Light of the Stable

ADVENT CANDLE BLESSING/PRAYER

SCRIPTURE Isaiah 40:1-5
Mark 1:1-8
SERMON ADVENT HIGHWAYS:

A Path for God

OFFERING SONG Wind Through the Olive Trees

CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION
COMMUNION Come Just As You Are
FINAL BLESSING How I Love You Lord

*CLOSING When a Savior Dreams

*Worshipers stand as able

8:30 AM

The

Bulletin Boaﬁﬁ
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Coffee

TIME - _—
R
Coffee Hour Today
is hosted by

STAFF-PARISH RELATIONS TEAM

Next Week’s Coffee Hour
will be hosted by
Endowment/ELT

We thank you all for your
service to our church!
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ADVENT WEDNESDAY
ADULT STUDY CLASS

FAITHFUL: Christmas Through
the Eyes of Joseph

by Adam Hamilton
Wednesdays in December:
13th, 20th, 27th
Criswell Hall 5:45-6:45 PM

FAITHFUL

CHRISTMAS THROUGH THE EYES OF [OSErH

Abbreviation Legend
(S) Sanctuary  (PL) Parking Lot
(L) Library ~ (CH) Criswell Hall
(MMR) McMillen Room  (K) Kitchen
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room

ST

THE WEEK AHEAD

Monday—12/11

e  Preschool Practice—9 AM—S, Rt Pews

e Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM—CH

e  Women of Prayer—7 PM—S

Tuesday—12/12

Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH

Preschool Practice—9 AM—S, Rt Pews

Sew ‘n’ Sews + Knitters—9 AM—MMR

UMW Chair Yoga Class—11 AM—CH

Handbell Rehearsal —5 PM—HR

Board of Trustees—7 PM—PS

Wednesday—12/13

Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH

Preschool Practice—9 AM—S, Rt Pews

Church Work Day—9:00 AM

UMW Steering—9:30 AM—L

Free Fellowship Dinner—5 PM—CH

Adult Study Class—5:45 PM—CH

Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S

Thursday—12/14

e Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH

Preschool Practice—9 AM—S, Rt Pews

Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L

Life Stories—1:30 PM—MMR

Preschool Christmas Program—CH, Rt

Pews, Set up 3 PM, Event 7--8 PM

e Handbell Rehearsal —5 PM—HR

Friday—12/15

e Bible Study—8:30 AM—L

o Deadline Newsletter Articles-Office

e UMM Annual Christmas Jubilee—
7:00—9:30 PM—CH

Saturday—12/16

e  Five Cities Christian Women’s Food
Baskets—Central Coast Baptist Church

The AwgeL Tree

The Angel Tree was set up in the Narthex
during the Hanging of the Greens!
The Angel Tree gifts are for foster
children and other needy children

in San Luis Obispo County.

Please take the original gift tag and
attach this tag to the gift you purchase.
Please write your name on the duplicate

tag and leave it on the tree. | request
the duplicate tag in case you lose the
original tag, as then | know the child’s
name and which Social Worker the child
is assigned to. You must attach the origi-
nal tag to your UNWRAPPED gift or gifts,
and bring them to church on Sundays in
December or bring your UNWRAPPED
gifts to the church office. You can use
the duplicate tag on your gift if you lose
the original. All gifts to be brought to
the church no later than December 20.

Blessings to you all ~ Jan Treat

JUBILEE

& Variety
Show

WZS{

It’s the UMM Annual
JUBILEE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15™
7:00 PM-9:30 PM
Criswell Hall
The event includes a stage
show, free refreshments
and fellowship. Most of the
performers are members of
our congregation—with magic,
song and dance, music, other
specialty acts & presentations.

FAMILY EVENT

Free dessert table and coffee,
tea, and hot chocolate

TABLE OF 8 PROGRAM

We are currently forming the social
dinner groups of 6 to
8 people. Those who
I want to continue to

| participate need to
sign up again. New
members are most

welcome as well as returnees!
Please contact Marjorie Ott or Lucy Jacob
for more information and sign-up forms.

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

8:30 AM 10:30 AM TOTAL

Nov12 44 81 125
Nov19 52 91 143
Nov 26 41 78 19
Dec 3 47 90 137

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:

Fiscal Year to Date Received:
Thanksgiving Received: $4,090
Thanksgiving Plan: $3,100

OUR GIFTS

Weekly Offerings Budgeted:  $4,830

Nov 12 Received: $4,473
Nov19 Received: $4,269
Nov 26 Received: $2,496
Dec 3 Received: $10,709

$101,094
$131,267

A special thank you to all those who have paid their pledges in advance. This

has substantially helped our cash flow during the first part of the fiscal year.

A number of our members have taken advantage of the tax breaks for IRA

Required Minimum Distributions or appreciated stock donated directly to

charitable organizations. There is still time to do so. Please consult your tax

professional for details about the tax laws or Acting Treasurer Joel Anderson

if you have questions about gifts to the Church.




Today'’s

Scripture
ISAIAH 40:1-5

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has
served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has
received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.

A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of

the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and

hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.

Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people
shall see it together, for the mouth of the LorD has spoken.’

Mark 1:1-8

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,

“See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’”

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people
from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed
with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he
ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is
more powerful than | is coming after me; | am not worthy to
stoop down and untie the thong of his sandails. | have baptized
you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

Today’s Liturgist: Judy Leonard
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In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the
First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande
and to this service of worship.

We are happy that you have joined us here today
and hope that you will find our worship meaningful.
Please come to worship with us again soon.

First United Methodist Church

of Arroyo Grande

275 North Halcyon Road
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420

Contact us.
Church Office: 805.481.2692

Church Office Open:
Monday—Thursday from 9 AM to 1 PM

On The Web @ worshipweekly.com
Via E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net
Rev. Mary Birgelaitis: revmaryb@fumcag.org

Arroyo Grande United Methodist
Children’s Center

Program tours are given by appointment ONLY on Monday
through Friday between 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM-3:30 PM.
We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for your family.

Office Hours: M—F from 9 AM—5 PM
Office: 805.481.2223
E-mail: agumcc@sbcglobal.net
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SIVANGE =

Choir Director: Julie Burns
Choral Pianist: Dennis Eiler
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark
Handbell Choir Director:

Leonard Lutz
Multi-Media Director:

Duncan Leonard
Children’s Education Director: TBS
AG UM Children’s Center
Director: Madrigal Quaglino
(805) 481-2223

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop:
Grant J. Hagiya

North District Superintendent:
Rev. James Powell

Senior Pastor:
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis

Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:
Judy Atwood

Church Office Administrator:
Frances Robertson

Website Manager:
Jamie Foster

10:30 AM

December 10, 2017

Second Sunday of Advent

CENTERING WORDS

Prepare for the promise. Prepare for love to change everything.
Prepare for rough places to become plains, and mountains to be made low
... so that we can see the promised presence of Christ.

WELCOMING OUR VISITORS

PRELUDE Coventry Carol 16th Century/Arr. Tom Fettke

CHORAL INTROIT The King of Glory Comes verse 1 TFWS #2091

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Look! Faithfulness and love meet in this place.
Righteousness and peace are here.
The glory of God shines all around us.
The love of Jesus Christ flows through our lives.
Listen! God is speaking peace to us all
Let us worship God together.

*OPENING HYMIN O Come, O Come Emmanuel verses1,25&6 No. 211
OPENING PRAYER

God of past and present,
help us prepare for the future.
As we remember your promises of days past,
help us live your unchanging call
and to share your love and grace.
As we worship your holy presence,
help us prepare for the coming of Christ. Amen

ANTHEM Emmanuel Tomlin and Cash

ADVENT CANDLE BLESSING/PRAYER

CHILDREN’S MOMENT
Nursery care is available.
Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers at this time.
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A TIME OF PRAYER

Choral Call to Prayer Star-Child TFWS #2095
Congregational Prayer
Choral Response Star-Child TFWS #2095
SCRIPTURE Isaiah 40:1-5
Mark 1:1-8
ANTHEM How Many Miles Must We Go?  Robert Thygerson
SERMON ADVENT HIGHWAYS:
A Path for God
OFFERING

Invitation to the Offering
Offertory Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow
*Doxology/Blessing of the Offering

Arr. Lloyd Larson

Praise God, whose dawn transfigures night. Whose Daystar shines for us on high,
Whose Spirit brings into our sight. The Hope to which our world draws nigh.

*CAROL People, Look East No. 202

*BENEDICTION

Christ is coming soon.

Christ’s love is here even now.
Take God’s love into the world.

We carry God’s love as we leave.

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE The Snow Lay on the Ground TFWS #2093

POSTLUDE Masters in This Hall

NS

PREPARE
THE WAY OF

Trad. English Carol

\\v;
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*Worshipers stand as able

© 2017 Mary Scifres for Mary Scifres Ministries. Permission for reprint and ideas use granted to all subscribers
and their local churches. For additional reprint permissions, contact maryscifresministries@gmail.com
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ADVENT WEDNESDAY
ADULT STUDY CLASS

FAITHFUL: Christmas Through
the Eyes of Joseph

by Adam Hamilton
Wednesdays in December:
13th, 20th, 27th
Criswell Hall 5:45-6:45 PM

FAITHFUL

CHRISTMAS THROUGH THE EYES OF JOSEPH

Abbreviation Legend

(S) Sanctuary (PL) Parking Lot
(L) Library ~ (CH) Criswell Hall
(MMR) McMillen Room  (K) Kitchen
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room
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THE WEEK AHEAD

Monday—12/11

e  Preschool Practice—9 AM—S, Rt Pews

e Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM—CH

e  Women of Prayer—7 PM—S

Tuesday—12/12

e Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH

e  Preschool Practice—9 AM—S, Rt Pews

e Sew ‘n’ Sews + Knitters—9 AM—MMR

e UMW Chair Yoga Class—11 AM—CH

e Handbell Rehearsal —5 PM—HR

e  Board of Trustees—7 PM—PS

Wednesday—12/13

e Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH

e  Preschool Practice—9 AM—S, Rt Pews

e Church Work Day—9:00 AM

e UMW Steering—9:30 AM—L

e  Free Fellowship Dinner—5 PM—CH

e Adult Study Class—5:45 PM—CH

e Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S

Thursday—12/14

e Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH

e  Preschool Practice—9 AM—S, Rt Pews

e Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L

e Life Stories—1:30 PM—MMR

e  Preschool Christmas Program—CH, Rt
Pews, Set up 3 PM, Event 7--8 PM

e Handbell Rehearsal —5 PM—HR

Friday—12/15

e Bible Study—8:30 AM—L

o Deadline Newsletter Articles-Office

e UMM Annual Christmas Jubilee—
7:00—9:30 PM—CH

Saturday—12/16

e  Five Cities Christian Women’s Food
Baskets—Central Coast Baptist Church

The Angel Tree

The Angel Tree was set up in the Narthex
during the Hanging of the Greens!
The Angel Tree gifts are for foster
children and other needy children

in San Luis Obispo County.

Please take the original gift tag and
attach this tag to the gift you purchase.
Please write your name on the duplicate

tag and leave it on the tree. | request
the duplicate tag in case you lose the
original tag, as then | know the child’s
name and which Social Worker the child
is assigned to. You must attach the origi-
nal tag to your UNWRAPPED gift or gifts,
and bring them to church on Sundays in
December or bring your UNWRAPPED
gifts to the church office. You can use
the duplicate tag on your gift if you lose
the original. All gifts to be brought to
the church no later than December 20.
Blessings to you all ~ Jan Treat

mas“

& Variety
Show

It’s the UMM Annual

JUBILEE
Friday, December 15th
7:00 PM-9:30 PM
Criswell Hall
The event includes a stage
show, free refreshments
and fellowship. Most of the
performers are members of
our congregation—with magic,
song and dance, music, other
specialty acts & presentations.

FAMILY EVENT

Free dessert table and coffee,
tea, and hot chocolate

TABLE OF 8 PROGRAM

We are currently forming the social
dinner groups of 6 to 8 people.
Those who want to
continue to partici-
LY pate need to sign up
again. New members
are most welcome as

well as returnees!
Please contact Marjorie Ott or Lucy Jacob
for information and sign-up forms.

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

8:30 AM 10:30 AM TOTAL

Nov12 44 81 125
Nov19 52 91 143
Nov 26 41 78 119
Dec 3 47 90 137

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:

Fiscal Year to Date Received:
Thanksgiving Received:
Thanksgiving Plan:

OUR GIFTS
Weekly Offerings Budgeted:  $4,830
Nov 12 Received: $4,473
Nov 19 Received: $4,269
Nov 26 Received: $2,496
Dec 3 Received: $10,709
$101,094
$131,267
$4,090
$3,100

A special thank you to all those who have paid their pledges in advance. This
has substantially helped our cash flow during the first part of the fiscal year.
A number of our members have taken advantage of the tax breaks for IRA
Required Minimum Distributions or appreciated stock donated directly to
charitable organizations. There is still time to do so. Please consult your tax
professional for details about the tax laws or Acting Treasurer Joel Anderson
if you have questions about gifts to the Church.
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