ISAIAH 61:1-4, 8-11 ) Today's

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed
me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up
the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to
the prisoners;

to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, and the day of vengeance of
our God; to comfort all who mourn;

to provide for those who mourn in Zion-- to give them a garland
instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of
praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteous-
ness, the planting of the LORD, to display his glory.

They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former
devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of
many generations.

For | the LORD love justice, | hate robbery and wrongdoing; | will
faithfully give them their recompense, and | will make an everlasting
covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known among the
nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall
acknowledge that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed.

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my
God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has
covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks
himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is
sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and
praise to spring up before all the nations.

Luke 1:46b-55

"My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from
now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has
done great things for me, and holy is his name.

His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the
thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their
thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with
good things, and sent the rich away empty.

He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever."

Today’s Liturgist: Larry Baughman
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In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the
First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande
and to this service of worship.

We are happy that you have joined us here today
and hope that you will find our worship meaningful.
Please come to worship with us again soon.

First United Methodist Church

of Arroyo Grande

275 North Halcyon Road

Arroyo Grande, CA 93420

Contact us.

Church Office: 805.481.2692

Church Office Open:

Monday-Thursday from 9 AM -1 PM

On The Web @ worshipweekly.com

Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail: revmaryb@fumcag.org

Arroyo Grande United Methodist

Children’s Center

Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday
through Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM.
We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for your

family.

Office Hours: M—F from 9 AM—5 PM

Office: 805.481.2223

E-mail: agumcc@sbcglobal.net
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Cal-Pac Conference Bishop:
Grant J. Hagiya
North District Superintendent:
Rev. James Powell
Senior Pastor:
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis
Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:
Judy Atwood
Church Office Administrator:
Frances Robertson
Website Manager: Jamie Foster

Choir Director: Julie Burns
Choral Pianist: Dennis Eiler
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark
Handbell Choir Director:

Leonard Lutz
Multi-Media Director:

Duncan Leonard
Children’s Education Director: TBS
AG UM Children’s Center
Director: Madrigal Quaglino
(805) 481-2223
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of Arroyo Grande

Welcome to Worship!

ORDER OF WORSHIP

December 17, 2017 8:30 AM

Third Sunday of Advent

Gathering
OPENING PRAISE
HANDBELL INTROIT

We Three Kings arr. Cynthia Dobrinski

HANDBELL ANTHEM Appalachian Christmas Medley arr. Douglas Wagner
WELCOMING OUR VISITORS

PRAISE Let All the Earth
Joy to the World
Angels We have Heard on High

*SHARING GOD’S PEACE

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Sharing Joys & Concerns
Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving

Sharing and Responding to God’s Word

SONG OF ILLUMINATION O come, O Come Emmanuel

ADVENT CANDLE BLESSING/PRAYER

SCRIPTURE Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Luke 1:46b-55
SERMON ADVENT HIGHWAYS:

Joy of Justice

OFFERING SONG What Child is This

CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION

COMMUNION Silent Night

FINAL BLESSING King of Kings

*CLOSING He Came Down

*Worshipers stand as able

8
The

Bulletin Boaﬁﬁ

Join us for...

Coffee

TIME - _—
R
Coffee Hour Today
is hosted by

ENDOWMENT/ELT

Next Week’s Coffee Hour
will be hosted by
FINANCE COMMITTEE

We thank you all for your
service to our church!

Merry Christmas :
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Abbreviation Legend
(S) Sanctuary  (PL) Parking Lot
(L) Library ~ (CH) Criswell Hall
(MMR) McMillen Room  (K) Kitchen
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room
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THE WEEK AHEAD

Monday—12/18

e Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM—CH

e Funeral Service for Bill Taylor—11
AM—Marshall-Spoo

e Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM—CH

e Women of Prayer—7 PM—S

Tuesday—12/19

e Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH

Sew ‘n’ Sews + Knitters—9 AM—MMR

[ ]

e UMW Chair Yoga Class—11 AM—CH

e  Preschool Board—MMR—1:30 PM
Open Session, 2:PM—Closed Session

e Handbell Rehearsal —5 PM—HR

e JOY Circle—7 PM—Home of member

Wednesday—12/20

Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH

Church Work Day—9:00 AM

Communications—10 AM—L

Free Fellowship Dinner—5 PM—CH

Adult Study Class—5:45 PM—CH

Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S

Thursday—12/21

e Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH

e Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L

e Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR

Friday—12/22

e Bible Study—8:30 AM—L

Saturday—12/23

e Nothing currently scheduled

WORSHIP SERVICES
NEXT SUNDAY
= 2R DECEMBER 24th
AN ey
The Angel Tree

The Angel Tree was set up in the
Narthex during the Hanging of the
Greens! The Angel Tree gifts are
for foster children and other needy
children in San Luis Obispo County.
Please take the original gift tag and
attach this tag to the gift you pur-
chase. Please write your name on
the duplicate tag and leave it on
the tree. | request the duplicate
tag in case you lose the original tag,

as then I know the child’s name Ad\/ew’c v
and which Social Worker the child ADVENT HIGHWAYS:
is assigned to. You must attach the “Bethlenenm =Roadl”

original tag to your UNWRAPPED
gift or gifts, and bring them to
church on Sundays in December or
bring your UNWRAPPED gifts to the
church office. You can use the

8:30 AM Contenaporary Service
10:30 AM Traditional Senvice

Christmas Eve Service

duplicate tag on your gift if you HOME FOR CHRISTMAS:
lose the original. All gifts to be “Upve's Pure Ligl/lt”
brought to the church
no later than December 20™. F:00 PM
Service of

Blessings to you all ~ Jan Treat Scripture, Carols and candlelight

TABLE OF 8 PROGRAM
We are currently forming the
social dinner groups

of 6 to 8 people.
'i'.l.—;g‘ Those who want to
continue to partici-
pate need to sign up again.
New members are most welcome
as well as returnees!

Contact Marjorie Ott or Lucy Jacob for
more information and sign-up forms.

ADVENT WEDNESDAY
ADULT STUDY CLASS

FAITHFUL

CHRISTMAS THROUGH THE EYES OF [OSEIH

FAITHFUL: Christmas Through the
Eyes of Joseph

by Adam Hamilton
Wednesdays
December 20" and 27"
Criswell Hall 5:45-6:45 PM

Following the free fellowship dinner
at 5:00 PM

THE TAKE OR LEAVE COAT RACK
WE NEED MORE WARM COATS AND JACKETS!

This service has been such a success that we are
down to only a few coats on the rack!

Take if needed, leave if you wish to donate.

Questions? Contact Betty or Chuck Ashton

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE OUR GIFTS

8:30 AM 10:30 AM TOTAL Weekly Offerings Budgeted:  $4,830

Nov19 52 91 143 Nov 19 Received: $4,269
Nov 26 41 78 19 Nov 26 Received: $2,496
Dec 3 47 90 137 Dec 3 Received: $10,709
Dec10 37 100 137 Dec 10 Received: $6,100

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:
Fiscal Year to Date Received:

$115,925
$137,367

Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer




ISAIAH 61:1-4, 8-11

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed
me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up
the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to
the prisoners;

to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, and the day of vengeance of
our God; to comfort all who mourn;

to provide for those who mourn in Zion-- to give them a garland
instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of
praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the LORD, to display his glory.

They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former
devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of
many generations.

For | the LORD love justice, | hate robbery and wrongdoing; | will
faithfully give them their recompense, and | will make an everlasting
covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known among the
nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall
acknowledge that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed.

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my
God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has
covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks
himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is
sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and
praise to spring up before all the nations.

Luke 1:46b-55

"My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from
now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has
done great things for me, and holy is his name.

His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the
thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their
thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with
good things, and sent the rich away empty.

He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever."

Today’s Liturgist: Nancy St. Laurent
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In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the
First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande
and to this service of worship.

We are happy that you have joined us here today
and hope that you will find our worship meaningful.
Please come to worship with us again soon.

First United Methodist Church

of Arroyo Grande

275 North Halcyon Road
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420

Contact us.

Church Office: 805.481.2692
Church Office Open:
Monday—Thursday from 9 AM to 1 PM

On The Web @ worshipweekly.com
Via E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net
Rev. Mary Birgelaitis: revmaryb@fumcag.org

Arroyo Grande United Methodist
Children’s Center

Program tours are given by appointment ONLY on Monday
through Friday between 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM-3:30 PM.
We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for your family.

Office Hours: M—F from 9 AM—5 PM
Office: 805.481.2223
E-mail: agumcc@sbcglobal.net

ECHURCIRR
YT AFF

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop:
Grant J. Hagiya

North District Superintendent:
Rev. James Powell

Senior Pastor:
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis

Judy Atwood
Church Office Administrator:
Frances Robertson
Website Manager:
Jamie Foster

Missionary (retired) / Lay Leader:

Choir Director: Julie Burns
Choral Pianist: Dennis Eiler
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark
Handbell Choir Director:

Leonard Lutz
Multi-Media Director:

Duncan Leonard
Children’s Education Director: TBS
AG UM Children’s Center
Director: Madrigal Quaglino
(805) 481-2223

December 17, 2017

Third Sunday of Advent

CENTERING WORDS

10:30 AM

What are your dreams for Christmas? What are your hopes for this world?
To be filled with laughter and to cry with joy, not sorrow?
To be free of chains that bind; and to shout with thanksgiving, not anguish?
Rejoice and give thanks! Christ is coming to make our hopes and dreams come true.

WELCOMING OUR VISITORS

PRELUDE Greensleeves

HANDBELL INTROIT We Three Kings

*CALL TO WORSHIP

The Spirit of God is upon us,
bringing good news for all the world.
The Spirit of God is upon us,
calling us to free the captives
and comfort the afflicted.
The Spirit of God is upon us,
freeing us to pray with unending hope,
and rejoice with unending praise.
The Spirit of God is here,
inviting us to worship with joy.
The Spirit’s love has called us here.

*OPENING CAROL Joy to the World

OPENING PRAYER

Spirit of God, fall upon us this day.
Bless us and prepare us
to witness to your light.
Shine upon us and through us,
that we may recognize your presence
and carry it forth into the world.

CHOIR ANTHEM A Song in the Air

arr. Richard Purvis

arr. Cynthia Dobrinski

No. 246

Raney
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ADVENT CANDLE BLESSING/PRAYER
CHILDREN’S MOMENT

Nursery care is available.
Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers at this time

HANDBELL ANTHEM  Appalachian Christmas Medley arr. Douglas Wagner

A TIME OF PRAYER

Choral Call to Prayer Star-Child TFWS #2095

Congregational Prayer

Choral Response Star-Child TFWS #2095
SCRIPTURE Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

Luke 1:46b-55
CAROL Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming No. 216
SERMON ADVENT HIGHWAYS:
Joy of Justice

OFFERING

Invitation to the Offering

Offertory Pastorale (from Messiah) G. F. Handel

*Doxology/Blessing of the Offering

Praise God, whose dawn transfigures night. Whose Daystar shines for us on high,
Whose Spirit brings into our sight. The Hope to which our world draws nigh.

*CAROL Hark! the Herald Angels Sing No. 240

*BENEDICTION

We are those who dream.
We go with joy, for God has restored our lives.
God has done great things for us.
Our tears have turned to laughter.
Laugh for all the world to hear.
We will let everyone hear our shouts of joy.
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE Angels We Have Heard on High No. 238
Refrain

POSTLUDE Joy to the World

arr. Virgil Fox

My Soul
Magnifies
¢ theLord

Luke 1:39-56

*Worshipers stand as able

© 2017 Mary Scifres for Mary Scifres Ministries. Permission for reprint and ideas use granted to all ubscribers
and their local churches. For additional reprint permissions, contact maryscifresministries@gmail.com
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Coffee
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Coffee Hour Today
is hosted by

ENDOWMENT/ELT

Next Week’s Coffee Hour
will be hosted by
FINANCE COMMITTEE

We thank you all for your
service to our church!
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TABLE OF 8 PROGRAM
We are currently
forming the social

Those who want to continue
to participate need
to sign up again.
New members are most welcome
as well as returnees!

Contact Marjorie Ott or Lucy Jacob for
more information and sign-up forms.

Abbreviation Legend
(S) Sanctuary (PL) Parking Lot
(L) Library ~ (CH) Criswell Hall

(MMR) McMillen Room  (K) Kitchen
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room
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THE WEEK AHEAD

Monday—12/18

Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM—CH
Funeral Service for Bill Taylor—11
AM—Marshall-Spoo

Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM—CH
Women of Prayer—7 PM—S

Tuesday—12/19

Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH

Sew ‘n’ Sews + Knitters—9 AM—MMR
UMW Chair Yoga Class—11 AM—CH
Preschool Board—MMR—1:30 PM
Open Session, 2:PM—Closed Session
Handbell Rehearsal —5 PM—HR

JOY Circle—7 PM—Home of member

Wednesday—12/20

Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH
Church Work Day—9:00 AM
Communications—10 AM—L

Free Fellowship Dinner—5 PM—CH
Adult Study Class—5:45 PM—CH
Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S

Thursday—12/21

Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH
Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L
Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR

Friday—12/22

Bible Study—8:30 AM—L

Saturday—12/23

Nothing currently scheduled

WORSHIP SERVICES
NEXT SUNDAY
DECEMBER 24t"

The Angel Tree

The Angel Tree was set up in the
Narthex during the Hanging of the
Greens! The Angel Tree gifts are
for foster children and other needy
children in San Luis Obispo County.
Please take the original gift tag and
attach this tag to the gift you pur-
chase. Please write your name on
the duplicate tag and leave it on
the tree. | request the duplicate

tag in case you lose the original tag,
as then | know the child’s name Ad\/ﬁwt v
and which Social Worker the child ADVENT HGHWAYS:
is assighed to. You must attach the “Bethlehem Roadl”

original tag to your UNWRAPPED
gift or gifts, and bring them to
church on Sundays in December or
bring your UNWRAPPED gifts to the
church office. You can use the
duplicate tag on your gift if you
lose the original. All gifts to be
brought to the church
no later than December 20™.

8:30 AM Contenaporary Service
10:30 AM Traditlonal Service

Christmas Bve Service
HOME FOR CHRISTMAS:
“Love’s Pure Light”
F:00 PM
Service of

Blessings to you all ~ Jan Treat Scripture, Carols and Candlelight

ADVENT WEDNESDAY
ADULT STUDY CLASS

FAITHFUL

CHRISTMAS THROUGH THE EYES OF [OSEIH

FAITHFUL: Christmas Through the
Eyes of Joseph

by Adam Hamilton
Wednesdays

December 20" and 27"
Criswell Hall 5:45-6:45 PM
Following the free fellowship dinner

THE TAKE OR LEAVE COAT RACK
WE NEED MORE WARM COATS AND JACKETS!

This service has been such a success that we are
down to only a few coats on the rack!

These are jackets for the needy in our community.

Take if needed, leave if you wish to donate.
Questions? Contact Betty or Chuck Ashton

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE OUR GIFTS
8:30 AM 10:30 AM TOTAL Weekly Offerings Budgeted:  $4,830
Nov 19 52 91 143 Nov 19 Received: $4,269
Nov 26 41 78 19 Nov 26 Received: $2,496
Dec 3 47 90 137 Dec 3 Received: $10,709
Dec10 37 100 137 Dec 10 Received: $6,100
Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving: $115,925

Fiscal Year to Date Received: $137,367

Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer
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