
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday-Thursday from 9 AM – 1 PM  

 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM.    
We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for your 
family. 

Office Hours:  M—F  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 

                                     

 

8:30 AM  WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 4,  2018 

 
Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired):  Judy Atwood 
Lay Leader: Patti Melsheimer 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:  Jamie Foster 

 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director: 
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those 

who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 

power of God. For it is written, 

 
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where 

is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the 

wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the 

world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 

through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those 

who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 

wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 

block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those 

who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 

power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolish-

ness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is 

stronger than human strength. 

 
 

John 2:13-22 
 
 

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to 

Jerusalem. In the temple he found people selling cattle, 

sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at 

their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them 

out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also 

poured out the coins of the money changers and over-

turned their tables. He told those who were selling the 

doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my  

Father’s house a marketplace!” His disciples remembered 

that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume 

me.” The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show 

us for doing this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this   

temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then 

said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six 

years, and will you raise it up in three days?” But he was 

speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised 

from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said 

this; and they believed the scripture and the word that    
Jesus had spoken.        
      Today’s Liturgist: Sharon Roemer 

 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

1 Corinthians1:18-25 

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by  

JOY CIRCLE 
 

We thank you all for your        
service to our church! 

 

Order of WorshiP 
 

March 4, 2018                                                                           8:30 AM 
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

  
   

      Gathering 
     
     OPENING PRAISE     Come Now Is the Time to Worship 
                                   
 

    WELCOMING OUR VISITORS            
 

    PRAISE                                      I Will Rejoice 
                                     Come Let Us Worship and Bow Down 
                                                  Jesus Be the Center 
 

   SHARING GOD’S PEACE   
            

   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                 

 Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 

         Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 
            
   SONG OF ILLUMINATION    We Are Not Ashamed 
 

    SCRIPTURE       1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
           John 2:13-22   
            
   SERMON     GOD LOVES YOU:  Trust    
     

   OFFERING SONG        Give Thanks 

   CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION  
 

   COMMUNION                  Exalt the Lord 
 

   FINAL BLESSING             The Lord Bless Thee 
 

 *CLOSING                   With Your Hand 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  *Worshipers stand as able               

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

                     Welcome to Worship!                                                

 

 

NEXT SUNDAY, MARCH 11th IS 
UMCOR SUNDAY  

This is the disaster relief arm of Global  Ministries.   
If you remember: 

 

 When hurricanes Harvey, Maria and Irma slammed Texas, Louisiana,     
Florida and Puerto Rico in 2017... 

 When wildfires ravaged thousands of homes in the West and Southeast... 
 When refugees and migrants around the world needed help... 
 When a mudslide in Sierra Leone killed more than 500 people and                       

destroyed 2,000 homes...  

 
UMCOR WAS THERE 

 

YOUR GIFT HELPS BRING LIGHT OUT OF DARKNESS 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen             
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

You are invited sponsor flowers 
for a special  

occasion or memorial.  
The sign-up book is in Criswell 

Hall and the cost is $25. 

 

 LENTEN STUDY CLASS  
WEDNESDAYS 

5:45 PM ~ CRISWELL HALL 
 

THE CREED: 
What Christians Believe and Why 

by Adam Hamilton 
 

facilitated by Nancy St. Laurent 

In this book, Hamilton considers 
questions of life, reality, and truth.  
He explores what Christians believe, 
why they believe it and why it 
matters.   

Books are available 

 

 

Please check the UMW table in 
Criswell Hall  

for any dishes you may have  
forgotten at the church. 

  
Monday—3/5 

 Emergency  Food Pantry-1 PM—CH   

 Quilting Class-McGuire—5:45 PM—CH  

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—3/6 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Sew ‘n’ Sews, Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Steering—9:30 AM—L 

 UMW Chair Yoga—11 AM—CH 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Wednesday—3/7 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9:00 AM  

 Free Dinner—5 PM—CH 

 Adult Lenten Study—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—3/8 

 Senior Exercise —8:30 AM—CH 

 UMW Boutique Crafts—10 AM-MMR 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Life Stories Writing Class—1:30 PM—
MMR 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Friday—3/9 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 
Saturday—3/10 

  Melsheimer family event—12:00—  

5:00 PM- CH,K 

PEOPLES KITCHEN REQUESTS 

 We need casserole makers! 
    

Please see Betty/Chuck in 
Criswell Hall     

 

 The coat rack is 
in need of 
sweatshirts                
and jackets.  

     
Brrr! It’s been cold! 

 
                 WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                       OUR GIFTS 
 

          8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL              Weekly Offerings Budgeted:      $4,830 
Feb   4    38           93             131                 Feb  4     Received:  $10,335 
Feb 11  44          101             145                Feb 11     Received:    $4,361 
Feb 18    45          104     149                Feb 18    Received:    $3,356 
Feb 25    43   102     145                Feb 25    Received:    $2,784  
 
  

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:                                                $169,057 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:                                                 $189,045 

Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer   

 



First United Methodist Church 
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Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired): Judy Atwood 
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Multi-Media Director:  
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First United Methodist Church  

   

 

   Order of WorshiP  
 

March 4,  2018                                                                                 10:30 AM 

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

CENTERING WORDS 
 

Words which do not give the light of Christ increase the darkness”  
         ~ Mother Teresa 

 
"We've all got both light and dark inside us. What matters 
 is the part we choose to act on. That's who we really are."  

~ J.K. Rowling’s Sirius Black in “Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix” 
 

      WELCOMING OUR VISITORS                 
                                                                              
    PRELUDE                                  Through It All                                          Andre Crouch 

 
    INTROIT                     Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord          Randy Edwards 

          
  *CALL TO WORSHIP 

 
Give thanks to God . . . 

God of goodness and love, 
God of steadfast love forever. 

Live in the light of God . . . 
God of goodness and love, 
God of steadfast love forever. 

Walk in God’s light and love . . . 
God of goodness and love, 
God of steadfast love forever. 

Let us be a people of goodness and love— 
people of steadfast love forever. 

 

*OPENING HYMN                    All Glory, Laud and Honor                    No. 280 
                                            
      OPENING PRAYER         

 

God of love and light, shine upon us with your grace.  
Flow through us with your Spirit,  

and guide us on the path of Christ,  
that we may walk with you in steadfast faithfulness  

all the way to the cross. Amen. 
 

    CHILDREN’S MOMENT  Carolyn Russell 
Nursery care is available. 

Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers at this time. 
 

    

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those 

who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 

power of God. For it is written, 

 
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where 

is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the 

wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the 

world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 

through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those 

who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 

wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 

block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those 

who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 

power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolish-

ness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is 

stronger than human strength. 
 

John 2:13-22 
 

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to 

Jerusalem. In the temple he found people selling cattle, 

sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at 

their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them 

out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also 

poured out the coins of the money changers and over-

turned their tables. He told those who were selling the 

doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my  

Father’s house a marketplace!” His disciples remembered 

that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume 

me.” The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show 

us for doing this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this   

temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then 

said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six 

years, and will you raise it up in three days?” But he was 

speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised 

from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said 

this; and they believed the scripture and the word that    

Jesus had spoken.        

                                                 
               Today’s Liturgist: B.G. Perriguey 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen            
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

 

JOY CIRCLE 
 

 

We thank you all for your         
service to our church! 

 

 

  

 

 

  
Monday—3/5 

 Emergency  Food Pantry-1 PM—CH   

 Quilting Class-McGuire—5:45 PM—CH  

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—3/6 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Sew ‘n’ Sews, Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Steering—9:30 AM—L 

 UMW Chair Yoga—11 AM—CH 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Wednesday—3/7 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9:00 AM  

 Free Dinner—5 PM—CH 

 Adult Lenten Study—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—3/8 

 Senior Exercise —8:30 AM—CH 

 UMW Boutique Crafts—10 AM-MMR 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Life Stories Writing Class—1:30 PM—
MMR 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Friday—3/9 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 
Saturday—3/10 

 Melsheimer family event—12:00—
5:00  PM—CH,K 

PEOPLES KITCHEN REQUESTS 
 We need casserole 

makers! 
    

Please see Betty/Chuck in 
Criswell Hall     

 

 The coat rack is 
in need of 

sweatshirts                
and jackets.      

Brrr! It’s been cold! 

 

 LENTEN STUDY CLASS  
WEDNESDAYS 

5:45 PM ~ CRISWELL HALL 
 

THE CREED: 
What Christians Believe and Why 

by Adam Hamilton 
 

facilitated by Nancy St. Laurent 
In this book, Hamilton considers 
questions of life, reality, and truth.  
He explores what Christians believe, 
why they believe it and why it 
matters.   

Books are available 

 
                 WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                       OUR GIFTS 
 

          8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL              Weekly Offerings Budgeted:      $4,830 
Feb   4    38           93             131                 Feb  4     Received:  $10,335 
Feb 11      44          101             145                Feb 11     Received:    $4,361 
Feb 18    45          104         149                Feb 18    Received:    $3,356 
Feb 25    43        102         145            Feb 25    Received:    $2,784  
 
  

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:                                                $169,057 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:                                    $189,045 

          Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer   

 

 

Please check the UMW table in 
Criswell Hall  

for any dishes you may have  
forgotten at the church.   

 

 

 

  
   A TIME OF PRAYER 

 

  Choral Call to Prayer       In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful     TFWS #2195 
     Congregational Prayer     
 Choral Response        In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful     TFWS #2195 
    

 CHORAL ANTHEM                    Fill this House with Grace             Joseph Martin 

 

 SCRIPTURE                  1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
                                                                John 2:13-22 

 

  HYMN (remain seated)              Without Seeing You                    TFWS #2206  

 

  SERMON         GOD LOVES YOU: Trust 
 

  OFFERING 
                                          

       Invitation to the Offering      
  Offertory                         Worthy of Worship                         York/Blankenship                      
*Doxology/Blessing of the Offering       
 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

 

   SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION                                 Hymnal, page 15 
 

    Communion Song               Love Was When                               Don Wyrtzen 

 

*CLOSING HYMN                      Are Ye Able?                                         No. 530         
     
*BENEDICTION          
 

We go with Christ’s light. 
We go in Christ’s light. 
We go to bring Christ’s light to the world. 

 

 BENEDICTION RESPONSE               Amen                                     No. 904 
 

 POSTLUDE                          Glorify Thy Name                          Donna Adkins

            
                   

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Worshipers stand as able 
 
 

© 2017 Mary Scifres for Mary Scifres Ministries. Permission for reprint and ideas use granted to all subscribers 
and their local churches. For additional reprint permissions, contact maryscifresministries@gmail.com  

 

NEXT SUNDAY, MARCH 11th IS 
UMCOR SUNDAY  

This is the disaster relief arm of Global  Ministries.   
If you remember: 

 

 When hurricanes Harvey, Maria and Irma slammed Texas, Louisiana,      
Florida and Puerto Rico in 2017... 

 When wildfires ravaged thousands of homes in the West and Southeast... 
 When refugees and migrants around the world needed help... 
 When a mudslide in Sierra Leone killed more than 500 people and                       

destroyed 2,000 homes...  

 
UMCOR WAS THERE 

 

YOUR GIFT HELPS BRING LIGHT OUT OF DARKNESS 

You are invited sponsor flowers 
for a special  

occasion or memorial.  
The sign-up book is in Criswell 

Hall and the cost is $25. 

 

mailto:maryscifresministries@gmail.com

