
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday-Thursday from 9 AM – 1 PM  

 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM.    
We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for your 
family. 

Office Hours:  M—F  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 

                                 

  

                

  

 

 

8:30 AM  WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 18,  2018 

 
Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired):  Judy Atwood 
Lay Leader: Patti Melsheimer 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:  Jamie Foster 

 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director: 
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will 

make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the 

house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I 

made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand 

to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that 

they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. But 

this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 

after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within 

them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their 

God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they 

teach one another, or say to each other, “Know 

the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of 

them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their 

iniquity, and remember their sin no more.  
 

John 12:20-33 
 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival 

were some Greeks. They came to Philip, who was from 

Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see 

Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and 

Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The 

hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very  

truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth 

and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears 

much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who 

hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal 

life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where            

I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, 

the Father will honor. 
 

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, 

save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have 

come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a 

voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will 

glorify it again.” The crowd standing there heard it and 

said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has       

spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come     

for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this 

world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And     

I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all          

people to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of 

death he was to die.        
     Today’s Liturgist: Barbara Reineke 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

MISSION TEAM 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by  

COMMUNICATIONS TEAM 
 

We thank you all for your        
service to our church! 

 

Order of WorshiP 
 

March 18, 2018                                                                           8:30 AM 
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

  
   

      Gathering 
     
     OPENING PRAISE    
 
    HANDBELL INTROIT       This Little Light of Mine      arr. Valerie W. Stephenson 

 

    HANDBELL ANTHEM      Sunshine and Shadow                   Margaret R. Tucket  
                                   
 

    WELCOMING OUR VISITORS            
 

    PRAISE        Mighty to Save 
                                            Great is Thy Faithfulness 
                                            Bless the Lord Oh My Soul                       
                                                 
   SHARING GOD’S PEACE   
            

   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                 

 Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 

         Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 
           
   SONG OF ILLUMINATION     Jesus Loves Me Alleluiah 
 

    SCRIPTURE         Jeremiah 31:31-34 
          John 12:20-33 
            
   SERMON    GOD LOVES YOU:  Believe    
     

   OFFERING SONG                        Breathe 

   CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION     
 

   COMMUNION             Come Just As You Are 
 

   FINAL BLESSING               Father I Adore You 
 

 *CLOSING     He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands 
 
 
 

  *Worshipers stand as able               

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

                     Welcome to Worship!                                                

 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen             
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

PEOPLES KITCHEN REQUESTS 
 

 We need casserole 
makers! 

    

Please see Betty/Chuck in 
Criswell Hall     

 

 The coat rack  is 
in need of  sweat-
shirts and jackets. 

 
                 WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                       OUR GIFTS 
 

          8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL              Weekly Offerings Budgeted:      $4,830 
Feb 18    45          104     149                Feb 18    Received:    $3,356 
Feb 25    43   102     145                Feb 25    Received:    $2,784 
Mar  4    43           82             125                Mar  4    Received:    $8,716 
Mar 11  32            77           109                 Mar 11     Received:    $2,574 
 
  

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:                                                $178,717 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:     $200,335 
 

Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer   

 

IN MEMORY OF MY 

MOM’S BIRTHDAY —         

HELEN MOORE 

from Tina Moore 

 

Caring Congregation Committee 
announces that the  

Lilies for Easter this year will be 
lovely calla lily arrangements. 

 

The calla lilies will decorate our 
Sanctuary on Easter Sunday. 

 
 

Order your Easter Lilies now.        
See the  order form in today’s    

bulletins for information. 

 
Monday—3/19 

 Emergency  Food Pantry-1 PM—CH   

 Quilting Class-McGuire—5:45 PM—CH  

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—3/20 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Sew ‘n’ Sews, Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga—11 AM—CH 

 Preschool Board Meeting—MMR   
1:30 PM Open Session                       
2:00 PM Closed Session 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 JOY Circle—7 PM—Member’s Home   
Wednesday—3/21 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9:00 AM  

 Communications—10:00 AM—L 

 Free Dinner—5 PM—CH 

 Adult Lenten Study—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—3/22 

 Senior Exercise —8:30 AM—CH 

 UMW Boutique Crafts—10 AM—
MMR 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Mission Team—1 PM—MMR 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Friday—3/23 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 

 UMW Book Club—11:00 AM—MMR 
Saturday—3/24 

 Nothing currently scheduled  

 

LENTEN STUDY CLASS 

Wednesdays 
5:45 PM Criswell Hall 

 

Following the 5 PM Free Dinner 
 

THE CREED: 
What Christians Believe and Why 

by Adam Hamilton 
 

facilitated by Nancy St. Laurent 
   
 
 
 
 

March 21 and 28 are the final two  
sessions for this book  

at First United Methodist Church, Arroyo Grande 
 

Palm Sunday, March 25 
Services at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  

GOD LOVES YOU: Celebrate    

 

 Holy Thursday, March 29 
6 p.m. The Last Supper & Ritual of Tenebre 

 

Easter Sunday, April 1 
Services at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  

“I WILL RISE”     Mark 16:1-8 

 

Rev. Mary Birgelaitis 

 

 

Coffee N’ Art Show 
Sunday, June 3, 2018 

Have you ever done any 
painting in any media?  If so, 
you are invited to sign up with 
Val McClure for the Coffee N’ 
Art Show to be held on  
Sunday, June 3 during coffee 
hour after the first and second 
service. The show is scheduled 
to last until 1:00 PM. 

Five Cities-Pismo Beach 

AAUW  
presents an afternoon of  

Bingo, Bingo, Bingo 
 

Saturday, April 21 ~ Tickets $15 
8 Bingo Games with Prizes 

Doors open at 12:30 pm 
Games begin at 1:00 pm 
 

Provides scholarships to  

local girls, and books to 

 Lucia Mar USD 

 elementary school students 
 

Contact Priscilla Alquist 
for tickets and information 



First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday—Thursday from 9 AM to 1 PM 
 

On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Via E-mail:  fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary Birgelaitis: revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program tours are given by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday between 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM-3:30 
PM.   We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for 
your family.  
 

Office Hours:  M—F from 9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired): Judy Atwood 
Lay Leader: Patti Melsheimer  
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:    
 Jamie Foster 
 

Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director:  
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 
 
AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

 

First United Methodist Church  

   

 

   Order of WorshiP  
 

March 18,  2018                                                                                 10:30 AM 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

CENTERING WORDS 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from  me. 

 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit. 
---Psalm 51:10-12 

 

      WELCOMING OUR VISITORS                 
                                                                              
    PRELUDE                  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross            Gilbert Martin 
 

    HANDBELL INTROIT          This Little Light of Mine     arr. Valerie W. Stephenson 

          
  *CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

The time is coming, a time for love. 
The time is here, a time for love. 

The time is coming, a time for life. 
The time is here, a time for life. 

Even though we know that death will come,  
We serve the God of life.  

Until death comes to end of our days, 
we will live in service and love each and every day. 

The time is here, a time for life. 
The time is here, a time for love. 
 

*OPENING HYMN                     Holy, Holy, Holy                              No. 64 
                                            
       OPENING PRAYER         

 

  Since the ancient days of Moses and Jeremiah,  
you have called us to offer our love,  

for you are the God of love.  
  In the life and teachings of Jesus,  

you have called us to choose life,  
for you are the God of life.  

Even as we face the stories of your last days on this earth,  
remind us of your never-ending call to abundant love.  

Even as we acknowledge that death is a part of life,  
             help us embrace the hope of everlasting life 

              in your love and grace, we pray. Amen. 

 
    HANDBELL ANTHEM           Sunshine and Shadow                Margaret R. Tucker     
 
    CHILDREN’S MOMENT           Leonard Lutz 

Nursery care is available. 

Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers at this time. 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will 

make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the 

house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I 

made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand 

to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that 

they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. But 

this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 

after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within 

them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their 

God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they 

teach one another, or say to each other, “Know 

the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of 

them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their 

iniquity, and remember their sin no more.  
 

John 12:20-33 
 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival 

were some Greeks. They came to Philip, who was from 

Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see 

Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and 

Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The 

hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very  

truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth 

and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears 

much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who 

hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal 

life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where            

I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, 

the Father will honor. 
 

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, 

save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have 

come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a 

voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will 

glorify it again.” The crowd standing there heard it and 

said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has       

spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come     

for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this 

world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And     

I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all          

people to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of 

death he was to die.                                           
            Today’s Liturgist: Susan Throndson 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen            
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

MISSION TEAM 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

 

COMMUNICATION TEAM 
 

 

We thank you all for your         
service to our church! 

 

  

 

 

 

  
Monday—3/19 

 Emergency  Food Pantry-1 PM—CH   

 Quilting Class-McGuire—5:45 PM—CH  

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—3/20 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Sew ‘n’ Sews, Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga—11 AM—CH 

 Preschool Board Meeting—MMR   
1:30 PM Open Session                       
2:00 PM Closed Session 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 JOY Circle—7 PM—Member’s Home   
Wednesday—3/21 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9:00 AM  

 Communications—10:00 AM—L 

 Free Dinner—5 PM—CH 

 Adult Lenten Study—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—3/22 

 Senior Exercise —8:30 AM—CH 

 UMW Boutique Crafts—10 AM—
MMR 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Mission Team—1 PM—MMR 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Friday—3/23 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 

 UMW Book Club—11:00 AM—MMR 
Saturday—3/24 

 Nothing currently scheduled  

PEOPLES KITCHEN REQUESTS 
 We need casserole 

makers! 
    

Please see Betty/Chuck in 
Criswell Hall     

 

 The coat rack is 
in need of 

sweatshirts                
and jackets.      

Brrr! It’s been cold! 

 
             WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                       OUR GIFTS 
 

          8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL              Weekly Offerings Budgeted:      $4,830 
Feb 18    45          104         149                Feb 18    Received:    $3,356 
Feb 25    43        102         145            Feb 25    Received:    $2,784 
Mar  4    43           82              125                Mar  4    Received:    $8,716 
Mar 11     32           77             109                Mar 11     Received:    $2,574 
 
  

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:                                                $178,717 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:                                          $200,335    
         Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer   

  
    A TIME OF PRAYER 

 

  Choral Call to Prayer                O Lord, Hear My Prayer         TFWS # 2200 
     Congregational Prayer     
 Choral Response                  O Lord, Hear My Prayer         TFWS # 2200       
    

  CHORAL ANTHEM                         We are Not Alone              Pepper Choplin 

 

  SCRIPTURE                    Jeremiah 31:31-34 
                                                              John 12:20-33                                                                 
 

  HYMN (remain seated)          What Wondrous Love is This                 No. 292 
                                                                   verses 1-3  

 

  SERMON           GOD LOVES YOU: Believe 
 
  OFFERING 
                                          

       Invitation to the Offering      
  Offertory                               Quem Pastores               Healey Willan  
*Doxology/Blessing of the Offering       
 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

 

 *CLOSING HYMN             In the Cross of Christ I Glory                    No. 295 
                                                          verses 1-3, 5          
     
*BENEDICTION          
 

 In the life of Christ Jesus, we are given new life. 
 In the love of God, we are given abundant love. 
 In the Spirit of God, we are given the spirit of grace. 
 Go now to give life, sharing God’s life, love,  

 and grace with the world. 
 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE          Irish Blessing                              Ella Craig 
 

 POSTLUDE                         A Melody by Melchior Vulpius                 Healey Willan                                                              
           
                  

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Worshipers stand as able 
 
 

© 2017 Mary Scifres for Mary Scifres Ministries. Permission for reprint and ideas use granted to all subscribers 
and their local churches. For additional reprint permissions, contact maryscifresministries@gmail.com  

IN MEMORY OF MY 

MOM’S BIRTHDAY —         

HELEN MOORE 
 

from Tina Moore 

Caring Congregation Committee 
announces that the  

Lilies for Easter this year will be 
lovely calla lily arrangements. 

 

The calla lilies will decorate our 
Sanctuary on Easter Sunday. 

 
 

Order your Easter Lilies now.        
See the order form in today’s    

bulletins for information. 

Five Cities-Pismo Beach 

AAUW  
presents an afternoon of  

Bingo, Bingo, Bingo 
 

Saturday, April 21 ~ Tickets $15 
8 Bingo Games with Prizes 

Doors open at 12:30 pm 
Games begin at 1:00 pm 
 

Provides scholarships to  

local girls, and books to 

 Lucia Mar USD 

 elementary school students 
 

Contact Priscilla Alquist 
for tickets and information 

 

LENTEN STUDY CLASS 

Wednesdays 
5:45 PM Criswell Hall 

 

Following the 5 PM Free Dinner 

THE CREED: 
What Christians Believe and Why 

by Adam Hamilton 
 

facilitated by Nancy St. Laurent 
   

 
 
 

March 21 and 28 are the final two  
sessions for this book  

at First United Methodist Church, Arroyo Grande 
 

Palm Sunday, March 25 
Services at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  

GOD LOVES YOU: Celebrate    

 

 Holy Thursday, March 29 
6 p.m. The Last Supper & Ritual of Tenebre 

 

Easter Sunday, April 1 
Services at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  

“I WILL RISE”     Mark 16:1-8 

 

Rev. Mary Birgelaitis 

 
 
 

Coffee N’ Art Show 
Sunday, June 3, 2018 

Have you ever done any 
painting in any media?  If so, 
you are invited to sign up with 
Val McClure for the Coffee N’ 
Art Show to be held on  
Sunday, June 3 during coffee 
hour after the first and second 
service. The show is scheduled 
to last until 1:00 PM. 

mailto:maryscifresministries@gmail.com

