
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday-Thursday from 9 AM – 1 PM  

 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM.    
We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for your 
family. 

Office Hours:  M—Th  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 

                         

Answer me when I call, O God of my right! You gave me room 

when I was in distress. Be gracious to me, and hear my prayer. 

How long, you people, shall my honor suffer shame? How long 

will you love vain words, and seek after lies?  

But know that the LORD has set apart the faithful for himself; 

the LORD hears when I call to him. 

When you are disturbed, do not sin; ponder it on your beds,    

and be silent.  

Offer right sacrifices, and put your trust in the LORD. 

There are many who say, “O that we might see some good!    

Let the light of your face shine on us, O LORD!” 

You have put gladness in my heart more than when their grain 

and wine abound. 

I will both lie down and sleep in peace; for you alone, O LORD, 

make me lie down in safety. 
 

Luke 24:36-48 
 

While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among 

them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They were        

startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a 

ghost. He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why       

do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; 

see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not 

have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he       

had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in 

their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to 

them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a   

piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence. 

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to      

you while I was still with you—that everything written about     

me in   the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must     

be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the 

scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the      

Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 

day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be       

proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from                   

Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. 
     Today’s Liturgist: Elwood Hyden 

 

 

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the  
First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande  

and to this service of worship.   
We are happy that you have joined us here today   

and hope that you will  find our worship meaningful.      
Please come to worship with us again soon.   

 

 

8:30 AM  WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 15,  2018 

 
Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired):  Judy Atwood 
Lay Leader: Patti Melsheimer 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:  Jamie Foster 

 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director: 
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

Psalm 4 
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Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by  

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

We thank you all for your        
service to our church! 

 

Order of WorshiP 

April 15, 2018                                                                           8:30 AM 

Third Sunday of Easter  
 
 

      Gathering 
     
     OPENING PRAISE               
 
     HANDBELL INTROIT                The Solid Rock                              arr. Linda R. Lamb 

                
     WELCOMING OUR VISITORS 
 
     HANDBELL ANTHEM                     Sonatina               Michael Helman                        

           
     PRAISE              Your Love Oh Lord 
        Amazing Love 
                                                          We’ve A Story 
 
    SHARING GOD’S PEACE   
            

    PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                 

 Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 

         Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 
           
    SONG OF ILLUMINATION        For Those Tears I Died 
 

     SCRIPTURE                     Psalm 4 
          Luke 24:36-48 
 
    SERMON                                   THE POWER OF LOVE:  
          Love Nourishes    
     

    OFFERING SONG                 Leaning on the Everlasting Arms 

    CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION     
 

    COMMUNION                          El Shaddai 
 

    FINAL BLESSING   Grace That is Greater Than All Our Sin 
 

 *CLOSING                              Detour 
 
   
  *Worshipers stand as able               

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

                     Welcome to Worship!                                                

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen             
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

 
ELT SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATIONS 
NOW AVAILABLE 
 

Active participants in 
our church who will 
be attending Fall 
2018 classes at a uni-
versity, community 
college, or technical 
school may apply for 
an Everett Lee Taylor 
(ELT) Scholarship. 
 

The ELT Scholarship 
applications, which  
are available on the 

church website, 
www.worship week-
ly.com, are due to  
the church office by  
May 15, 2018. 
  

Requirements for the 
scholarship are listed 
on the application. 
 

        ~ Judy Leonard 

You are invited to      
sign up for flowers 

for a special occasion 
or memorial 

 

The sign-up book is in 
Criswell Hall and        

the cost is $25 

Monday—4/16 

 Emergency  Food Pantry-1 PM—CH   

 Quilting Class-McGuire—5:45 PM—
CH  

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—4/17 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Sew ‘n’ Sews, Knitters—9 AM—
MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga—11 AM—CH 

 Preschool Board—MMR             
1:30 PM Open Session                    
2:00 PM Closed Session 

 Endowment Committee-2 PM-PS 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 JOY Circle—7 PM--Member’s home 
Wednesday—4/18 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9:00 AM  

 Communications—10 AM—L 

 Free Dinner—5 PM—CH 

 Adult Study Group—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—4/19 

 Senior Exercise —8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Finance—11 AM—PS 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Friday—4/20 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 
Saturday—4/21 

 Nothing currently scheduled  

 

Staff-Parish Relations Committee— 
11:45 AM—PS 

    

Native American Ministries Sunday  
 
 

One tribe in North America has told this 
story for centuries: when people “pale 
as birch” crossed the great water in 
large canoes, they brought with them 
“The Black Book.”  However, the bring-
ers of the physical Book could not have 
known what it would mean and look like 
to be Native and a follower of Jesus.  

Today Native Americans—with many 
unique languages, many unique       
cultures—honor their heritage, and live 
as Jesus-followers, led by a rotation of 
primarily Native American pastors. 
 
Most Americans today recognize that 
the history following the arrival of the 
large canoes bore little resemblance to  

 
the one all Christians identify as       
Creator. That’s why the people of The 
United Methodist Church, Native and 
non-Native, are creating a new history. 
Through Native American Ministries 
Sunday, we’re able to equip and       
empower Native American pastors,     
congregations and seminary students  
to do what only they can do:               
authentically worship and serve Jesus.  
 

As a member of The United Methodist 
Church, your gift, on this day, equips 

Native             congregations—like   
New York’s Onondaga 

Nation UMC and        
Nebraska’s Native Amer-
ican Sacred Winds con-

gregation—to worship 
and serve as only they 

can. 

 

 WEDNESDAY STUDY CLASS 
APRIL 4th—MAY 9th

 

 

5:45 PM ~ CRISWELL 
HALL following free dinner 

MOSES: In the Footsteps 
of the  

Reluctant Prophet   
by Adam Hamilton 

Books are available   

       Facilitated by Judy Atwood 

FIVE CITIES  
CHRISTIAN WOMEN  
 

has a basket under a table in 
the Narthex.  Over the years, 
we have greatly appreciated 
the non-perishable goods.  As 

these continue to be received, especially  

needed at present are peanut butter and 
cereal.  Thank you for helping support 
our Food Pantry—open Monday—Friday 
from 2 PM to 4 PM.    
Located at Central Coast Baptist Church, 
9th  & Rockaway, Grover Beach. 
 

         ~ Virginia Mothes, Treasurer 

PARKING LOT  
 

SATURDAY June 9th,  
11 am-2 pm    
Everything is FREE   

including coffee and 
donuts for our guests 

 

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS TO HELP 
See Betty and Chuck Ashton in 

Criswell Hall 

 

             WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                       OUR GIFTS 
 

       8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL      Weekly Offerings Budgeted:      $4,830 
Mar 18   50          115             165            Mar 18    Received:    $4,619 
Mar 25   51 106     157                Mar 25    Received:    $2,392 
Apr 1 76           162            238                Apr 1       Received:    $6,987 
Apr 8     42           84     126            Apr 8       Received     $3,931 
   

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:                       $198,038 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:     $ 218,265  

 

      Easter Received:  $3,225                Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer
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First United Methodist Church  

   

Answer me when I call, O God of my right! You gave me room 

when I was in distress. Be gracious to me, and hear my prayer. 

How long, you people, shall my honor suffer shame? How long 

will you love vain words, and seek after lies?  

But know that the LORD has set apart the faithful for himself; 

the LORD hears when I call to him. 

When you are disturbed, do not sin; ponder it on your beds, 

and be silent.  

Offer right sacrifices, and put your trust in the LORD. 

There are many who say, “O that we might see some good! 

Let the light of your face shine on us, O LORD!” 

You have put gladness in my heart more than when their grain 

and wine abound. 

I will both lie down and sleep in peace; for you alone, O LORD, 

make me lie down in safety. 
 

Luke 24:36-48 
 

While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among 

them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They were     

startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a 

ghost. He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do 

doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see 

that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have 

flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he had 

said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their 

joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, 

“Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of 

broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence. 

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to    

you while I was still with you—that everything written about    

me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must    

be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the 

scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the    

Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 

day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be    

proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from             

Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.        
                                      

            Today’s Liturgist: Nancy St. Laurent 

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the  
First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande  

and to this service of worship.   
We are happy that you have joined us here today   

and hope that you will  find our worship meaningful. 
Please come to worship with us again soon.  

 

   Order of WorshiP  
 

April 15,  2018                                                                                 10:30 AM 

Third Sunday of Easter 
 

CENTERING WORDS 
 

“When you invite someone to sit at your table  
and you want to cook for them,          

 you're inviting a person into your life.”          
                   ~ Maya Angelou 

              

        PRELUDE                Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove    Wilbur Held 

 

     HANDBELL INTROIT   The Solid Rock                             arr. Linda R. Lamb         
                                                                       
   *CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

  Peace be with you. 
  And also with you. 

  Come and see the love God has given to us. 
  Come and see what it means to be children of God. 

  Come with this hope, that Christ’s presence is real. 
  With joy, we come to see the Lord. 

 

*OPENING HYMN      Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain                No. 315 

    

     WELCOMING OUR VISITORS                                  
       

     OPENING PRAYER  

 

   Miraculous God, come to us now,  
  even as your Son came to those first disciples  

  on the shores of Galilee.  
 Speak your peace to our hearts.  
 Touch us with your Holy Spirit.  
 Reveal your word,  

  that we may hear your message this day,  
  and live as your disciples  

  in the days and years to come. Amen. 
 

    HANDBELL ANTHEM                    Sonatina                                  Michael Helman 
 

    CHILDREN’S MOMENT           Leonard Lutz 

Nursery care is available. 

Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers at this time. 
     

     

Psalm 4 
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Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

We thank you all for your         
service to our church! 

 
 
 
 

 

  
  
 

 

 A TIME OF PRAYER 

 

  Choral Call to Prayer           Surely the Presence                               No. 328 
     Congregational Prayer     
 Choral Response                 Surely the Presence                              No. 328 

 

 CHORAL ANTHEM                    Rivers of Living Water       Karen Marrolli 

 

 SCRIPTURE          Psalm 4 
                Luke 24:36-48 

 

  HYMN (remain seated)    O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing    No. 317 

 

  SERMON      THE POWER OF LOVE:  
          Love Nourishes 

  OFFERING 
                                          

       Invitation to the Offering      
  Offertory             Come Down, O Love Divine              Wilbur Held 
*Doxology/Blessing of the Offering       
 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

   
 *CLOSING HYMN        Easter People, Raise Your Voices                  No. 304 

     
*BENEDICTION 

          

May the light of God’s face shine upon us. 
May the beauty of Christ’s love shine through us. 

May the power of God’s Spirit flow within us. 
May we go forth as God’s beloved children,  
revealing the risen Christ in all that we say,  
and in all that we do. 

  
BENEDICTION RESPONSE         Amen, Amen            
 

 POSTLUDE            God of Grace and God of Glory           arr. Paul Manz

    
         
    
      
    

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Worshipers stand as able 
 

© 2017 Mary Scifres for Mary Scifres Ministries. Permission for reprint and ideas use granted to all subscribers 
and their local churches. For additional reprint permissions, contact maryscifresministries@gmail.com  

 

ELT SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATIONS 
NOW AVAILABLE 
 

Active participants in 
our church who will 
be attending Fall 
2018 classes at a uni-
versity, community 
college, or technical 
school may apply for 
an Everett Lee Taylor 
(ELT) Scholarship. 
 

The ELT Scholarship 
applications, which  
are available on the 

church website, 
www.worship week-
ly.com, are due to  
the church office by  
May 15, 2018. 
  

Requirements for the 
scholarship are listed 
on the application. 
 
        ~ Judy Leonard 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen            
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

  

 

             WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                       OUR GIFTS 
 

       8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL      Weekly Offerings Budgeted:      $4,830 
Mar 18   50          115             165            Mar 18    Received:    $4,619 
Mar 25   51       106        157                Mar 25    Received:    $2,392 
Apr 1     76         162            238                Apr 1        Received:    $6,987 
Apr 8     42           84      126      Apr 8     Received     $3,931 
   

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted regular giving:       $198,038 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:          $218,265  

 

      Easter Received:  $3,225                              Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer

    

Native American Ministries Sunday  

One tribe in North America has told this 
story for centuries: when people “pale 
as birch” crossed the great water in 
large canoes, they brought with them 
“The Black Book.”  However, the bring-
ers of the physical Book could not have 
known what it would mean and look like 
to be Native and a follower of Jesus.  

Today Native Americans—with many 
unique languages, many unique       
cultures—honor their heritage, and live 
as Jesus-followers, led by a rotation of 
primarily Native American pastors. 

Most Americans today recognize that 
the history following the arrival of the 
large canoes bore little resemblance to  

 
the one all Christians identify as       
Creator. That’s why the people of The 
United Methodist Church, Native and 
non-Native, are creating a new history. 
Through Native American Ministries 
Sunday, we’re able to equip and       
empower Native American pastors,     
congregations and seminary students  
to do what only they can do:               
authentically worship and serve Jesus.  

 
As a member of The 

United Methodist Church, 
your gift, on this day, 

equips Native             
congregations—like   

New York’s Onondaga 
Nation UMC and        

Nebraska’s Native American Sacred 
Winds congregation—to worship and 

serve as only they can. 

 

 WEDNESDAY STUDY CLASS 
APRIL 4th—MAY 9th

 

 

5:45 PM ~ CRISWELL 
HALL following free dinner 

MOSES: In the Footsteps 
of the  

Reluctant Prophet   
by Adam Hamilton 

 

Books are available    
       Facilitated by Judy Atwood 

FIVE CITIES  
CHRISTIAN WOMEN  
has a basket under a table in 
the Narthex.  Over the years, 
we have greatly appreciated 
the non-perishable goods.  As 

these continue to be received, especially 

needed at present are peanut butter and 
cereal.  Thank you for helping support 
our Food Pantry—open Monday—Friday 
from 2 PM to 4 PM.    
Located at Central Coast Baptist Church, 
9th  & Rockaway, Grover Beach. 
 

               ~ Virginia Mothes, Treasurer 

PARKING LOT  

 

SATURDAY June 9th,  
11 am-2 pm    
Everything is FREE   

including coffee and 
donuts for our guests 

 

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS TO HELP 
See Betty and Chuck Ashton in 

Criswell Hall 

 

 

Monday—4/16 

 Emergency  Food Pantry-1 PM—CH   

 Quilting Class-McGuire—5:45 PM—
CH  

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—4/17 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Sew ‘n’ Sews, Knitters—9 AM—
MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga—11 AM—CH 

 Preschool Board—MMR             
1:30 PM Open Session                    
2:00 PM Closed Session 

 Endowment Committee-2 PM-PS 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 JOY Circle—7 PM--Member’s home 
Wednesday—4/18 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9:00 AM  

 Communications—10 AM—L 

 Free Dinner—5 PM—CH 

 Adult Study Group—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—4/19 

 Senior Exercise —8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Finance—11 AM—PS 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Friday—4/20 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 
Saturday—4/21 

 Nothing currently scheduled  
 

 

Staff-Parish Relations Committee— 
11:45 AM—PS 

You are invited to      
sign up for flowers 

for a special occasion 
or memorial 

 

The sign-up book is in 
Criswell Hall and        

the cost is $25 
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