
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 

275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday-Thursday from 9 AM – 1 PM  

 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM.    
We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for your 
family. 

Office Hours:  M—Th  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  fumcc@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 2, 2018 

 
Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired):  Judy Atwood 
Lay Leader: Patti Melsheimer 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:  Jamie Foster 

 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director: 
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

8:30 AM  WORSHIP SERVICE   

 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 

 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will ful-

fill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the 

house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will 

cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he 

shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  In 

those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in 

safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: 

“The Lord is our righteousness.” 

 

Luke 21:25-36 

 

‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, 

and on the earth distress among nations confused by 

the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint 

from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the 

world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.   

Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in a cloud” 

with power and great glory. Now when these things 

begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads,  

because your redemption is drawing near.’ 

 

Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree and 

all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see 

for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So 

also, when you see these things taking place, you know 

that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this  

generation will not pass away until all things have taken 

place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 

will not pass away. 

 

‘Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down 

with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this 

life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly,   

like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face 

of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you 

may have the strength to escape all these things that 

will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.’  

            Today’s Liturgist: Joseph Brown 

We welcome you to the First United Methodist Church of Arroyo 
Grande and are happy that you have joined us here today.  

Please come to worship with us again soon.  

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


 

      

Order of WorshiP 

 

November 2, 2018                                                                             8:30 AM 

Advent I  
  
  

      Gathering 
      
 
    OPENING PRAISE                         Sing to the King 

                
    WELCOMING OUR VISITORS 
              
    PRAISE                                    Shout to the Lord 
                                                             Forever 
                                                    Light of the Stable                                               

 

    SHARING GOD’S PEACE      
            

    PRAYERS  OF THE PEOPLE 
 

 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving      
            
   

         Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 

 

           
    SONG OF ILLUMINATION   Go Tell It on the Mountain 
 
    LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

    SCRIPTURE          Jeremiah 33:14-16 
             Luke 21:25-36 

         
    SERMON                              SILHOUETTES OF HOPE   
                    
    OFFERING                       He Came Down 
 
    CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION 

 

    COMMUNION                     On Bended Knee I Come 
 

    FINAL BLESSING       King of Kings 
  
 *CLOSING                                 My Lighthouse 

 
 
 
 * Worshipers stand as able               

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

                     Welcome to Worship!                                                

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen             
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

 

ENDOWMENT/ELT 
 

We thank you all for your         
service to our church! 

 

Please consider 
your Church when 
doing your year 
end tax planning 
 

       You may gain significant tax 
advantage when required IRA 
distributions or appreciated stock 
are donated directly to a charity.  
Please consult your tax advisor 
for details.             
       Donations to our church may 
be made to the general fund or 
one of the endowment funds.  
Endowments are gifts that keep 
on giving, year after year. 

 

~Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer 

UMC  

PARKING 

LOT 

 
Sat. Dec.8, 2018, 11AM—2 PM 

  

Helping those in need and the  homeless of our 
community—Warm Clothing, New Socks, Jack-
ets, Blankets, Gifts & Much More 

THE  
ANGEL 
TREE 

 

The Angel Tree gifts are for    

foster children and other needy 

children in our area. UNWRAPPED 

gifts are being coordinated by    

Jan Treat.  Check the newsletter 

for full information & contact    

Jan for detailed needs.  Deadline 

for gift delivery is December 19. 

                          WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                          OUR GIFTS 
           8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL           Weekly Offerings Budgeted:       $5,258  
    

Nov  4   51     103    154  Nov  4     Received:  $13,171 
Nov 11   42               83    125          Nov 11   Received:   $7,602 
Nov 18 56             100         156  Nov 18    Received:  $2,403 
Nov 25  45             100    145  Nov 25   Received:  $4,917 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:                                           $115,687 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:           $115,901 

Thanksgiving Offering Budgeted:     $4,150 
Thanksgiving offering Received to Date:           $1,882 

Fire Relief Received:               $1,112  
Ecumenical Service special offering for Shower the People:    $341 
   Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30               

 

 

TINSEL, TUNES AND TREATS—THIS AFTERNOON! 

   SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2, 4:00- 5:30 pm     Hosted by Worship Committee 

Join us for a fun time of music and treats!  Come and kick off the Christmas Season      
with great merriment and song.  Special groups and lots of  fun! 

Music venue is the Church Sanctuary—Treats in Criswell Hall 

 CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA 

This year the Jubilee is renamed  
Christmas Extravaganza  

It is Friday, December 14 at 7 PM in 
Criswell Hall, and is spon-
sored by Program Ministry. 
   

Watch for more information 
in the December newsletter. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ADULT STUDY 
NOV 28—DEC 19, 5:45 PM, Criswell 
Hall 

 

The Redemption of Scrooge by 

Matt Rawle 

We reinvigorate our spiritual 
journeys looking at this familiar 

SIGN UP TO BE PART OF A 
“TABLE OF 8” 

The blue interest forms are inserted 
in the bulletins today.  This is an op-
portunity to get together with peo-
ple of this church and share a meal. 

Return forms as indicated.  

In Honor of the  

birthday of my husband 

 Lamar Van Hook 

on December 7 

 

from Cristy Van Hook 

Monday—12/3  

 Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM—CH  

 G. McGuire Quilting Class-5:45 PM-CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—12/4 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Sew ‘n’ Sews, Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 No Chair Yoga this week 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Wednesday—12/5 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Free Dinner —5 PM—CH 

 Adult Study Group—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—12/6  

 People’s Kitchen Prep—8: AM Leave 
to Serve 11:15 AM—K 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

  Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

  Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Friday—12/7 

 AGUMCC Spirit Day 

 Giveaway Set Up—8AM-3PM—CH,N 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 

 AGUMCC Closed—3:30 PM 

 UMCC Staff Dev—3:30 PM—M 
Saturday—12/8 

 Giveaway Event—11 AM—2 PM—CH, 
N, Parking Lot 

 CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS 

 

Tinsel, Tunes and Treats.....Dec. 2 

Parking Lot Giveaway.....Dec. 8 

UM Childrens Center Christmas Program.....Dec. 13   

 Christmas Extravaganza.....Dec. 14 

Holiday Sing-Along — Clark Center.....Dec. 16 



First United Methodist Church 
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Rev. Mary Birgelaitis: revmaryb@fumcag.org 
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First United Methodist Church  

of Arroyo Grande 

 

  

       

 

    
 

We welcome you to the First United Methodist Church of Arroyo 
Grande and are happy that you have joined us here today. 

Please come to worship with us again soon.  

Jeremiah 33:14-16 

 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will ful-

fill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the 

house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will 

cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he 

shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  In 

those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in 

safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: 

“The Lord is our righteousness.” 

 

Luke 21:25-36 

 

‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, 

and on the earth distress among nations confused by 

the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint 

from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the 

world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.   

Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in a cloud” 

with power and great glory. Now when these things 

begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads,  

because your redemption is drawing near.’ 

 

 Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree and 

all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see 

for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So 

also, when you see these things taking place, you know 

that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this  

generation will not pass away until all things have taken 

place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 

will not pass away. 

 

 ‘Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down 

with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this 

life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly,   

like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face 

of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you 

may have the strength to escape all these things that 

will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.’  

 

               Today’s Liturgist: BG Perriguey  

Order of WorshiP 

December 2, 2018                                                                               10:30 AM 

Advent I 

 CENTERING WORDS  
 

Advent invites us to wait with courage and hope. 
 
                                 

   PRELUDE            Jesus, Dwell Thou With Us Meditation  

                R. Wilson, D. Payton, R. Prichard 

         Brad Bettencourt, guest organist 
 
 

   INTROIT                      The King of Glory Comes                    
  

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

 Christmas is coming! 
  We look for signs of hope. 
 Waiting and watching, we enter this Advent season, 
       a time to find courage on the journey with God. 
         
*OPENING HYMN       O Come, O Come Emmanuel  verses 1,2,6 & 7    No. 211          
       
  WELCOMING OUR VISITORS 
 
*OPENING PRAYER 
 

 God of all hopefulness, bring hope to our days.  
 Grant us patience to watch and wait  
  for signs of your presence.  
 Illumine our steps and show us the path,  
  that we may find courage to live with faith 
   as we wait for the coming of Christ.  Amen. 
 
 CHILDREN’S MOMENT                          Carolyn Russell 

  Nursery care is available. 
          Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers at this time. 
 

  CHORAL ANTHEM            Come, Emmanuel Come                  Price/Besig 
 

  A TIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER 

 

  Choral Call to Prayer     Emmanuel, Emmanuel                     No. 204 
  Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer 
  Choral Response          Emmanuel, Emmanuel                     No. 204  

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library       (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room    (K) Kitchen            
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

ENDOWMENT/ELT 
  

We thank you all for your         
service to our church! 

Please consider 
your Church when 
doing your year 
end tax planning 
 

       You may gain significant tax 
advantage when required IRA 
distributions or appreciated stock 
are donated directly to a charity.  
Please consult your tax advisor 
for details.             
       Donations to our church may 
be made to the general fund or 
one of the endowment funds.  
Endowments are gifts that keep 
on giving, year after year. 

 

~Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer 

 

        
                   

  SCRIPTURE READINGS            Jeremiah 33:14-16 
                  Luke 21-25-36 
 
  Hymn  (remain seated)        Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus               No. 196 
 

  SERMON                 SILHOUETTES OF HOPE 
 
 OFFERING 
     
   Invitation to the Offering 

 Offertory     Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence   Traditional French Melody 

   *Doxology / Prayer of Dedication                                            
 

Praise God, whose dawn transfigures night. 
Whose Daystar shines for us on high. 

Whose Spirit brings into our sight. 
The Hope to which our world draws nigh. 

 

  HOLY COMMUNION                      Hymnal, page 15 
 

 Communion Music               Breath of Heaven           Amy Grant/Chris Eaton 

 

*CLOSING HYMN    Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates verses 1-3   No. 213 
                             
*BENEDICTION 

          As we await Christmas, let us wait in hope with courage. 
  Let us go forth sharing the Hope of God with others. 
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE     Emmanuel, Emmanuel                          No. 204 
 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel. 
God with us, revealed in us, his name is called Emmanuel. 

 

  POSTLUDE                         And the Glory of the Lord       George Frederic Handel 
                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Worshipers stand as able 
 
© 2018  Mary Scifres for Mary Scifres Ministries. Permission granted for subscribers’ idea use in worship 
planning & study preparation.  For reprint requests, please contact  maryscifresministries@gmail.com  

THE  
ANGEL 
TREE 

The Angel Tree gifts are for    

foster children and other needy 

children in our area. UNWRAPPED 

gifts are being coordinated by 

Jan Treat.  Check the newsletter 

for full information, and contact 

Jan for detailed gift needs.   

Deadline for gift delivery to the 

church is December 19. 

Monday—12/3  

 Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM—CH  

 G. McGuire Quilting Class-5:45 PM-CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—12/4 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Sew ‘n’ Sews, Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 No Chair Yoga this week 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Wednesday—12/5 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Free Dinner —5 PM—CH 

 Adult Study Group—5:45 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—12/6  

 People’s Kitchen Prep—8: AM Leave 
to Serve 11:15 AM—K 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

  Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

  Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Friday—12/7 

 AGUMCC Spirit Day 

 Giveaway Set Up—8AM-3PM—CH,N 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 

 AGUMCC Closed—3:30 PM 

 AGUMCC Staff Dev—3:30 PM—MMR 
Saturday—12/8 

 Giveaway Event—11 AM—2 PM—CH, 
N, Parking Lot 

                          WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                          OUR GIFTS 
           8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL           Weekly Offerings Budgeted:       $5,258  
    

Nov  4     51          103             154  Nov  4        Received:  $13,171 
Nov 11     42               83             125          Nov 11   Received:   $7,602 
Nov 18    56             100            156        Nov 18       Received:  $2,403 
Nov  25   45             100             145  Nov 25   Received:   $4,917 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:                                            $115,687 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:                                     $115,901 

Thanksgiving Offering Budgeted:                                                    $4,150 
Thanksgiving offering Received to Date:                                $1,882 

 

Fire Relief Received:                                                       $1,112 
Ecumenical Service special offering for Shower the People:          $341 
            Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30       

 

 

TINSEL, TUNES AND TREATS—THIS AFTERNOON! 
 

   SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2, 4:00- 5:30 pm     Hosted by Worship Committee 
 

Join us for a fun time of music and treats!  Come and kick off the Christmas Season      
with great merriment and song.  Special groups and lots of  fun! 

Music venue is the Church Sanctuary—Treats in Criswell Hall 

 CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA 

 

This year the Jubilee is renamed  
Christmas Extravaganza  

It is Friday, December 14 at 7 PM in 
Criswell Hall, and is spon-
sored by Program Ministry. 
   

Watch for more information 
in the December newsletter. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ADULT STUDY 
NOV 28—DEC 19, 5:45 PM, Criswell Hall 

 

The Redemption of Scrooge by Matt Rawle 

We reinvigorate our spiritual 
journeys looking at this familiar 
story through the lens of faith.  
Books available. 

SIGN UP TO BE PART OF A 
“TABLE OF 8” 

The blue interest forms are inserted 
in the bulletins today.  This is an op-
portunity to get together with peo-
ple of this church and share a meal. 

Return forms as indicated. 

    UMC  

  PARKING  

    LOT 

 
Sat. Dec.8, 2018, 11AM—2 PM 

  

Helping those in need and the  homeless of 
our community—Warm Clothing, New Socks, 
Jackets, Blankets, Gifts & Much More 

 CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS 

 

Tinsel, Tunes and Treats.....Dec. 2 

Parking Lot Giveaway.....Dec. 8 

UM Childrens Center Christmas Program.....Dec. 13   

 Christmas Extravaganza.....Dec. 14 

Holiday Sing-Along — Clark Center.....Dec. 16 

 

In Honor of the  

birthday of my husband 

 Lamar Van Hook 

on December 7 
 

from Cristy Van Hook 

mailto:maryscifresministries@gmail.com

