f, Today's

7 Scripture
Malachi 3:1-4

See, | am sending my messenger to prepare the way
before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly
come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in
whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord
of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming,
and who can stand when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will
sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the
descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver,
until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness.
Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be
pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in
former years.

Luke 3:1-6

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius,
when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod
was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the
region of lturaea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler
of Abilene, during the high-priesthood of Annas and
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of
Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repent-
ance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the
book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, ‘The voice of
one crying out in the wilderness.’
“Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smoofth;
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”

Today’s Liturgist: Larry Baughman

M&LLO%

We welcome you to the First United Methodist Church of Arroyo
Grande and are happy that you have joined us here today.
Please come to worship with us again soon.

First United Methodist Church

of Arroyo Grande

275 North Halcyon Road
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420

Contact us.

Church Office: 805.481.2692
Church Office Open:
Monday-Thursday from 9 AM -1 PM

On The Web @ worshipweekly.com
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail: revmaryb@fumcag.org

Arroyo Grande United Methodist

Children’s Center

Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday

through Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM.
We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for your
family.

Office Hours: M—Th from 9 AM—s5 PM

Office: 805.481.2223

E-mail: fumcc@sbcglobal.net

w» Our

=CHURig ks

Choir Director: Julie Burns
Choral Pianist: Dennis Eiler
North District Superintendent: Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark
Rev. James Powell Handbell Choir Director:
Senior Pastor: Leonard Lutz
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis Multi-Media Director:
Missionary (retired): Judy Atwood Duncan Leonard
Lay Leader: Patti Melsheimer Children’s Education Director: TBS
Church Office Administrator: AG UM cChildren’s Center
Frances Robertson Director: Madrigal Quaglino
Website Manager: Jamie Foster (805) 481-2223

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop:
Grant J. Hagiya
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of Arroyo Grande

Welcome to Worship!

ORDER OF WORSHIP

December 9, 2018 8:30 AM
Advent Il
Gathering
OPENING PRAISE Let All the Earth
WELCOMING OUR VISITORS
PRAISE Your Grace is Enough
A New Hallelujah

Angels We Have Heard on High
SHARING GOD’S PEACE

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving

Sharing and Responding to God’s Word

SONG OF ILLUMINATION Oh Come, Oh Come Emmanuel

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

SCRIPTURE Malachi 3:1-4

Luke 3:1-6
SERMON SILHOUETTES OF PEACE
OFFERING We Fall Down

CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION
COMMUNION Holy Spirit
FINAL BLESSING Emmanuel

*CLOSING When A Savior Dreams

* Worshipers stand as able

Coffee
TIME - p—
R
Coffee Hour Today
is hosted by
ENDOWMENT/ELT

Next Week’s Coffee Hour
will be hosted by

CARING CONGREGATION

We thank you all for your
service to our church!

\ HAPPY BIRTHDAY,
MIKE!

Abbreviation Legend
(S) Sanctuary  (PL) Parking Lot
(L) Library ~ (CH) Criswell Hall
(MMR) McMillen Room  (K) Kitchen
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room

S

THE WEEK AHEAD

Monday—12/10

e AGUMCC Program Practice—9 AM—S
e Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM—CH
e  G. McGuire Quilting Class-5:45 PM-CH
e Women of Prayer—7 PM—S
Tuesday—12/11

e Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH

Sew ‘n’ Sews, Knitters—9 AM—MMR
AGUMCC Program Practice —9 AM—S
UMW Chair Yoga Class—11 AM—CH
Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR
Wednesday—12/12

Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH
Church Work Day—9 AM

AGUMCC Program Practice —9AM—S
UMW Steering—9:30 AM—L
Program Ministry—11:30 AM—L

Free Dinner —5 PM—CH

Adult Study Group—5:45 PM—CH
Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S
Thursday—12/ 13

Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH
AGUMCC Program Practice —9 AM—S
Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L
AGUMCC Practice—3 PM—S
Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR
AGUMCC Christmas Program—

6:30 PM—S

Friday—12/14

e  Bible Study—8:30 AM—L

e  Christmas Extrav Set-Up—9 AM —CH
e  Christmas Extravaganza—7 PM—CH
Saturday—12/15

e Nothing Currently Scheduled

The Angel Tree gifts are for
foster children and other needy
children in our area. UNWRAPPED
gifts are being coordinated by
Jan Treat. Check the newsletter
for full information & contact
Jan for detailed needs. Deadline
for gift delivery is December 19.

NEW SIGN IN NARTHEX OVER
DOORS TO CRISWELL HALL

HANDMADE IN WOOD BY
JOE BROWN

P S

Thank You for this useful §
handsome gift to the Chureh!

FUMCAG Christmas Extravaganza

This Coming Friday—December 14, 2018
Criswell Hall, 7 PM - 9:30 PM.

HOSTS: Sandy Underwood and Bernie and Mary
8 Hawkins. Fun for the whole family with refresh-
ments. Don't miss the all-church Talent Show at
i PERSSNY +\c. Christmas Extravaganzal There are many ways
to celebrate the birth of Jesus; a favorite poem
reading, music whether instruments or voice; a skit from the Innkeep-
ers point of view or perhaps a story about your memories of the Joy
of Christmas. Please join us at 7pm on December 14, 2018. We have an
intermission which brings goodies of many kinds as well as a short
interlude of a Christmas Sing-a-Long.
Congregation members please call Sandy Underwood or Mary
Hawkins (numbers in directory) if you are unable to drive
and need transportation to this event. We don't want you to
miss out. Brought to you by Program Ministries.

First united Methodist Church,
Arroyo Granole
Christmas Bve Service
Monday, December 24 at 7:00 PM

A Service of
Scripture, Carols § Candlelight

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ADULT STUDY
NOV 28—DEC 19, 5:45 PM, Criswell Hall

SIGN UP TO BE PART OF A
“TABLE OF 8”

The blue interest forms are insert-
ed in the bulletins today. This is an
opportunity to get together with
people of this church and share a
meal. Return forms as indicated.

The Redemption of Scrooge by
Matt Rawle

We reinvigorate our spiritual jour-
neys looking at this familiar story Sherdoag
through the lens of faith.

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE OUR GIFTS
8:30 AM 10:30 AM TOTAL Weekly Offerings Budgeted:  $5,258

Nov11 42 83 125 Nov 11 Received: $7,602

Nov18 56 100 156 Nov 18 Received: $2,403

Nov 25 45 100 145 Nov 25 Received: $4,917

Dec2 41 98 139 Dec2 Received: $6,330

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving: $120,945
Fiscal Year to Date Received: $122,231
Thanksgiving Offering Budgeted: $4,150
Thanksgiving offering Received to Date: $2,087

Fire Relief & UMCOR Received: $1,412

Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30
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Scripture
Malachi 3:1-4

See, | am sending my messenger to prepare the way
before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly
come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in
whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord
of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming,
and who can stand when he appears?e

For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers’ soap; he will
sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the
descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver,
until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness.
Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be
pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in
former years.

Luke 3:1-6

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius,
when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod
was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the
region of lturaea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler
of Abilene, during the high-priesthood of Annas and
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of
Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repent-
ance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the
book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, ‘The voice of
one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smoofth;
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”

Today'’s Liturgist: Barbara Reineke
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We welcome you to the First United Methodist Church of Arroyo
Grande and are happy that you have joined us here today.
Please come to worship with us again soon.

First United Methodist Church

of Arroyo Grande

275 North Halcyon Road
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420

Church Office: 805.481.2692
Church Office Open:
Monday—Thursday from 9 AM to 1 PM
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net
Rev. Mary Birgelaitis: revmaryb@fumcag.o%’
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Arroyo Grande United Methodist
Children’s Center

Program tours are given by appointment ONLY on Monday
through Friday between 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM—
3:30 PM. We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit
for your family.

Office Hours: M—F from 9 AM—s5 PM
Office: 805.481.2223
E-mail: agumcc@sbcglobal.net
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Choir Director: Julie Burns
Choral Pianist: Dennis Eiler
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark
Handbell Choir Director:
Leonard Lutz
Multi-Media Director:
Duncan Leonard
Children’s Education Director: TBS

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop:

Grant J. Hagiya
North District Superintendent:

Rev. James Powell
Senior Pastor:

Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis
Missionary (retired): Judy Atwood
Lay Leader: Patti Melsheimer
Church Office Administrator:

Frances Robertson
Website Manager:

Jamie Foster

AG UM Children’s Center
Director: Madrigal Quaglino
(805) 481-2223

it of Arroyo Grande
ORDER OF WORSHIP

December 9, 2018 10:30 AM

Advent Il
CENTERING WORDS

“By the tender mercy of our God,
the dawn from on high will break upon us,
to give light to those who sit in darkness
and in the shadow of death,

to guide our feet into the way of peace. --Luke 1:78-79

PRELUDE O Come, O Come, Emmanuel-Meditation Lau, Payton, Eliot
Brad Bettencourt, guest organist
INTROIT Sing We Now of Christmas No. 237

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Light is dawning,
calling us to a new day.

Christ’s light of love is shining,
encouraging us on the journey.

The Spirit is showing us the path of peace,
and inviting us to walk with God.

*OPENING HYMN People, Look East No 202

WELCOMING OUR VISITORS

*OPENING PRAYER

Light of the world, shine up on this day.
Show us the way to be a Christmas people.
Prepare us to walk your path of peace,
that we may rejoice with the angels
and proclaim peace to your people on earth. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MOMENT Carolyn Russell
Away in a Manger (as children come and go) No. 217
Nursery care is available.
Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers at this time.

A TIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER

Choral Call to Prayer Star-Child TFWS #2095
Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer
Choral Response Star-Child TFWS #2095
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CHORAL ANTHEM | Heard the Bells
SCRIPTURE READINGS Malachi 3:1-4
Luke 3:1-6

HYMN (remain seated) It Came Upon the Midnight Clear

verses 1,2 & 4

No. 218

SERMON SILHOUETTES OF PEACE
OFFERING
Invitation to the Offering
Offertory Masters in This Hall ~ Traditional English Carol

*Doxology [ Prayer of Dedication

Praise God, whose dawn transfigures night.
Whose Daystar shines for us on high.
Whose Spirit brings into our sight.

The Peace to which our world draws nigh.

*CLOSING HYMN Good Christian Friends, Rejoice No. 224

*BENEDICTION

Even as we look for the light of Christ,
may we shine with the light we seek.
Even as we strain to behold the glory of your dawn,
may we abide faithfully in the dark watches of the night.

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE Dona Nobis Pacem
(Grant Us Peace)

POSTLUDE Let There Be Peace on Earth Sy Miller/Jill Jackson

*Worshipers stand as able

© 2018 Mary Scifres for Mary Scifres Ministries. Permission granted for subscribers’ idea use in worship
planning & study preparation. For reprint requests, please contact maryscifresministries@gmail.com
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Coffee Hour Today
is hosted by

ENDOWMENT/ELT
Next Week’s Coffee Hour
will be hosted by
CARING CONGREGATION

We thank you all for your
service to our church!

A HAPPY BIRTHDAY,
MIKE!
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The Angel Tree gifts are for
foster children and other needy
children in our area. UNWRAPPED
gifts are being coordinated by
Jan Treat. Check the newsletter
for full information, and contact
Jan for detailed gift needs.

Deadline for gift delivery to the
church is December 19.

Abbreviation Legend
(S) Sanctuary  (PL) Parking Lot
(L) Library ~ (CH) Criswell Hall
(MMR) McMillen Room  (K) Kitchen
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room

THE WEEK AHEAD

Monday—12/10

e AGUMCC Program Practice—9 AM—S
e  Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM—CH
e  G. McGuire Quilting Class-5:45 PM-CH
e Women of Prayer—7 PM—S
Tuesday—12/111

e Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH

Sew ‘n’ Sews, Knitters—9 AM—MMR
AGUMCC Program Practice —9 AM—S
UMW Chair Yoga Class—11 AM—CH
Handbell Rehearsal —5 PM—HR
Wednesday—12/12

e Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH
Church Work Day—9 AM

AGUMCC Program Practice —9AM—S
UMW Steering—9:30 AM—L

Program Ministry—11:30 AM—L

Free Dinner —5 PM—CH

Adult Study Group—5:45 PM—CH
Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S
Thursday—12/ 13

Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH
AGUMCC Program Practice —9 AM—S
Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L
AGUMCC Practice—3 PM—S
Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR
AGUMCC Christmas Program—

6:30 PM—S

Friday—12/14

e  Bible Study—8:30 AM—L

e  Christmas Extrav Set-up—9 AM—CH
e  Christmas Extravaganza —7 PM—CH
Saturday—12/15

e Nothing Currently Scheduled

FUMCAG Christmas Extravaganza

This Coming Friday—December 14, 2018
Criswell Hall, 7 PM - 9:30 PM.

HOSTS: Sandy Underwood and Bernie and Mary
8 Hawkins. Fun for the whole family with refresh-
ments. Don't miss the all-church Talent Show at
PR Y +1o Christmas Extravaganza!l There are many ways
o celebrate the birth of Jesus: a favorite poem
reading, music whether instruments or voice; a skit from the Innkeep-
ers point of view or perhaps a story about your memories of the Joy
of Christmas. Please join us at 7pm on December 14, 2018. We have an
intermission which brings goodies of many kinds as well as a short
interlude of a Christmas Sing-a-Long.
Congregation members please call Sandy Underwood or Mary
Hawkins (numbers in directory) if you are unable to drive
and need transportation to this event. We don't want you to
miss out. Brought to you by Program Ministries.
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Flrst United Methodist Church,
Arroyo Grande

Christmas Bve Service
Monday, December 24 at 7:00 PM

A Service of
Scripture, Carols § Candlelight

NEW SIGN IN NARTHEX OVER
DOORS TO CRISWELL HALL

HANDMADE IN WOOD BY
JOE BROWN
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Thank You for this useful §
handsome gift to the Chureh!

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ADULT STUDY
NOV 28—DEC 19, 5:45 PM, Criswell Hall

SIGN UP TO BE PART OF A
“TABLE OF 8”

The blue interest forms are inserted
in the bulletins today. This is an
opportunity to get together with
people of this church and share a
meal. Return forms as indicated.

The Redemption of Scrooge by Matt Rawle
We reinvigorate our spiritual
journeys looking at this familiar
story through the lens of faith.
Books available. SHrdcae

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
8:30 AM 10:30 AM TOTAL

OUR GIFTS
Weekly Offerings Budgeted:  $5,258

Nov11 42 83 125 Nov 11 Received: $7,602

Nov18 56 100 156 Nov18 Received: $2,403

Nov 25 45 100 145 Nov 25 Received: $4,917

Dec 2 41 98 139 Dec 2 Received: $6,330

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving: $120,945
Fiscal Year to Date Received: $122,231
Thanksgiving Offering Budgeted: $4,150
Thanksgiving offering Received to Date: $2,087

Fire Relief & UMCOR Received: $1,412

Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30
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