Today's

Genesis 45:3-11, 15 Scripture

Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?2"
But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they
at his presence. Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Come closer
to me." And hey came closer. He said, "Il am your brother,
Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be dis-
tressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here;
for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has
been in the land these two years; and there are five more years
in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent

me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to
keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent
me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and
lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry
and go up to my father and say to him, 'Thus says your son
Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me,
do not delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you
shall be near me, you and your children and your children's
children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have.
| will provide for you there--since there are five more years of
famine to come--so that you and your household, and all that
you have, will not come to poverty.'

And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after
that his brothers talked with him.

Luke 6:27-38

"But | say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those
who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who
abuse you. If anyone sirikes you on the cheek, offer the other
also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not with-
hold even your shirt. Give to everyone who begs from you; and
if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again.
Do to others as you would have them do to you. "If you love
those who love you, what credit is that to you?¢ For even sinners
love those who love them. If you do good to those who do
good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the
same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive,
what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive
as much again. But love your enemies, do good, and lend,
expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you
will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful
and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. "Do
not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and
you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven;
give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed
down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap;
for the measure you give will be the measure you get back."

Today’s Liturgist: Larry Baughman
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

February 24, 2019

8:30 AM

Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany

OPENING PRAISE

Gathering

Lord I Lift Your Name on High

WELCOMING OUR VISITORS

PRAISE

SHARING GOD’S PEACE

Wonderful Merciful Savior
Let the Waters Rise

Amazing Grace My Chains Are Gone

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving

Sharing and Responding to God’s Word

SONG OF ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE

SERMON
OFFERING
COMMUNION

FINAL BLESSING

*CLOSING

* Worshipers stand as able

Learning to Be the Light

Genesis 45:3-11, 15
Luke 6:27-38

LIGHT OF FORGIVENESS
Heal Our Land
God | Look to You
Grace Greater Than Our Sin

My Sisters and Brothers
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Coffee Hour Today
is hosted by

CARING CONGREGATION
COMMITTEE

Next Week’s Coffee Hour
will be hosted by

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

We thank you all for your
service to our church!
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We welcome you to the
First United Methodist
Church of Arroyo Grande
and are happy that you
have joined us here today.

Please come to worship
with us again soon.

Abbreviation Legend
(S) Sanctuary  (PL) Parking Lot
(L) Library, Room #123  (CH) Criswell Hall
(MMR) McMillen Room #113  (K) Kitchen
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room

THE WEEK AHEAD

Monday—2/25

e Emergency Food Pantry -1 PM—CH

e  Quilting Class—McGuire—5:45 PM—CH

e Women of Prayer—7 PM—S

Tuesday—2/26

e Senior Exercise—8:30 AM —CH

e Sew n Sews + Knitters—9 AM—MMR

e No UMW Chair Yoga Class today

e Handbell Rehearsal —5 PM—HR

Wednesday—2/27

Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH

Church Work Day

Mary-Martha-Esther—10 AM—MMR

Communications Team—10 AM—L

Adult Study Group—5:30 PM—CH

Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S

Thursday—2/28

e Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH

e Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L

e  Excursion to SLO History Center
Museum—1 PM

e Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR

Friday—3/1

e Bible Study—8:30 AM—L

Saturday—3/2

e Nothing currently scheduled
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You haven't missed
the boat!
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New members
will join on Sunday,
March 3, 2019.
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pate! STAFF APPRECIATION POTLUCK

Bring your favorite potluck dish to sharel
Help us show our church staff how much we appreciate all that

they do for this church and God's ministry.
~Sponsored by Staff-Parish Relations Committee

WEDNESDAY ADULT
STUDY GROUP

New Books for February
and March studies:
“MADE FOR A MIRACLE,
From Your Ordinary to
God’s Extraordinary”
by Mike Slaughter
There are two components to every
miracle: divine action and human
responsibility.

“ENTERING THE PASSION OF JESUS,
A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week’
by Amy-Jill Levine
Delving into the history and
literature surrounding the last days
of Jesus’ life, Levine sets the
narrative in historical context.

BOOKS AVAILABLE
Wednesdays, Criswell Hall, 5:30 PM

PROGRAM MINISTRY
EXCURSION

AroyoGrande IT’S THE UMM

\ UMM ADVENTURE TRIP

UNITED METHODIST Min

...to see the world-famous
Elephant Seals.

e Sat.,, March 23—9:45—3:00
pm (Church Parking Lot)

e Transportation by Ride-On
Bus (capacity 17) — “free”

e Lunch at Linn’s Restaurant in
Cambria —“you buy”

e Sign up sheet in the Narthex

SLO History Center Museum
Thursday, February 28
1—-3PM

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
8:30 AM 10:30 AM TOTAL

OUR GIFTS
Weekly Offerings Budgeted:  $5,258

Jan27 46 93 139 Jan27 Received: $3,183
Feb 3 51 99 150 Feb 3 Received: $8,259
Feb1o 48 96 144 Feb10 Received: $4,456

Feb17 53 95 148 Feb17 Received: $4,265

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:
Fiscal Year to Date Received:

$178,789
$182,48

Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30




Today's

Scripture

Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph. Is my father sfill alivee"
But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they
at his presence. Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Come closer
to me." And hey came closer. He said, "l am your brother,
Joseph, whom you sold intfo Egypt. And now do not be dis-
tressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here;
for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has
been in the land these two years; and there are five more years
in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent
me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and fo
keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent
me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and
lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry
and go up to my father and say to him, 'Thus says your son
Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me,
do not delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you
shall be near me, you and your children and your children's
children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you
have. | will provide for you there--since there are five more
years of famine to come--so that you and your household, and
all that you have, will not come to poverty.'

And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after
that his brothers talked with him.

Luke 6:27-38

"But | say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to
those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those
who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the
other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not
withhold even your shirt. Give to everyone who begs from you;
and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them
again. Do to others as you would have them do to you. "If you
love those who love you, what credit is that to you?¢ For even
sinners love those who love them. If you do good to those who
do good to you, what credit is that to you?¢ For even sinners do
the same. If you lend to those fromm whom you hope to receive,
what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to
receive as much again. But love your enemies, do good, and
lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and
you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the
ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is
merciful. "Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not
condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you
will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be
put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure
you get back." Today’s Liturgist: Virginia Mothes

Genesis 45:3-11, 15
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Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net O
Rev. Mary Birgelaitis: revmaryb@fumcag.or: {%7 o

Q
S
S
o -
Contact us. z
—
=
Q

Arroyo Grande United Methodist
Children’s Center

Program tours are given by appointment ONLY on Monday
through Friday between 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM—
3:30 PM. We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit
for your family.

Office Hours: M—F from 9 AM—s5 PM
Office: 805.481.2223
E-mail: agumcc@sbcglobal.net

ECHURARE
SYTAFF

Choir Director: Julie Burns
Choral Pianist: Dennis Eiler
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark
Handbell Choir Director:
Leonard Lutz
Multi-Media Director:
Duncan Leonard
Children’s Education Director: TBS

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop:

Grant J. Hagiya
North District Superintendent:

Rev. James Powell
Senior Pastor:

Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis
Missionary (retired): Judy Atwood
Lay Leader: Patti Melsheimer
Church Office Administrator:

Frances Robertson
Website Manager:

Jamie Foster

AG UM Children’s Center
Director: Madrigal Quaglino
(805) 481-2223

ORDER OF WORSHIP

February 24, 2019
Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany

CENTERING WORDS

Forgiveness is the secret of souls at peace.

PRELUDE Meditation To You, O Lord | Call

CHORAL INTROIT He Is Exalted

*CALLTO WORSHIP  (Psalm 37:1-11, adapted)

Trust in the LORD and do good.
God will give you the desires of your heart.
Commit your way to the LORD, and delight in him.
God will act.
Refrain from anger and jealousy, and leave behind
bitterness that leads only to evil.
Those who wait patiently for the LORD
will be answered in God’s great love.

*OPENING HYMN  The Church’s One Foundation verses 1-4
WELCOMING OUR VISITORS

OPENING PRAYER

God of great love, gather us together in worship.
Hold us near to your heart that we may be filled with love
that overflows in love for each other and for this world.
Gather us close that through your strength
flowing through this church,
we may grow in the love of Christ each day.
Amen.

CHILDREN’S MOMENT
Jesus Loves Me (as children come and go)
Nursery care is available

Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers at this time.

A TIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER

Choral Call to Prayer O Lord, Your Tenderness TFWS #2143
Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer
Choral Response O Lord, Your Tenderness TFWS #2143

of Arroyo Grande

10:30 AM

Martin, Powell and Smith

TFWS #2070

No. 545

Carolyn Russell
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CHOIR ANTHEM Heavenly Sunlight Mark Hayes
SCRIPTURE READINGS Genesis 45:3-11, 15

Luke 26:27-38
HYMN (remain seated)  Help Us Accept Each Other verses 1-3 No. 560

SERMON LIGHT OF FORGIVENESS

OFFERING

Invitation to the Offering
Offertory Create in Me a Clean Heart ~ Anonymous—Arr. Mark Hayes
*Doxology / Prayer of Dedication

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*CLOSING HYMN Where Charity and Love Prevail verses1-4 No. 549

BENEDICTION

Go out to love, no matter what.

Love friends and enemies alike.

Go out to love as you have been loved by God.
And watch how love changes the world.

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE Blest Be the Tie That Binds No. 557

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.

POSTLUDE | Will Sing of the Mercies  James Fillmore/Arr. Mark Hayes

*Worshipers stand as able

© 2018 Mary Scifres for Mary Scifres Ministries. Permission granted for subscribers’ idea use in worship
planning & study preparation. For reprint requests, please contact maryscifresministries@gmail.com
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We welcome you to the
First United Methodist
Church of Arroyo Grande
and are happy that you
have joined us here today.

Please come to worship
with us again soon.

Abbreviation Legend
(S) Sanctuary  (PL) Parking Lot
(L) Library Rm #123  (CH) Criswell Hall
(MMR) McMillen Room #113 (K) Kitchen
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room

THE WEEK AHEAD

Monday—2/25

e Emergency Food Pantry -1 PM—CH

e  Quilting Class—McGuire—5:45 PM—CH

e  Women of Prayer—7 PM—S

Tuesday—2/26

e Senior Exercise—8:30 AM —CH

e Sew n Sews + Knitters—9 AM—MMR

e No UMW Chair Yoga Class today

e Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR

Wednesday—2/27

Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH

Church Work Day

Mary-Martha-Esther—10 AM—MMR

Communications Team—10 AM—L

Adult Study Group—5:30 PM—CH

Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S

Thursday—2/28

Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH

Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L

e  Excursion to SLO History Center
Museum—1 PM

e Handbell Rehearsal —5 PM—HR

Friday—3/1

e Bible Study—8:30 AM—L

Saturday—3/2

e Nothing currently scheduled

WEDNESDAY ADULT
STUDY GROUP

New Books for February
and March studies:
“MADE FOR A MIRACLE,
From Your Ordinary to
God’s Extraordinary”
by Mike Slaughter
There are two components to every
miracle: divine action and human
responsibility.

“ENTERING THE PASSION OF JESUS,
A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week’
by Amy-Jill Levine
Delving into the history and litera-
ture surrounding the last days of
Jesus’ life, Levine sets the narrative
in historical context.

BOOKS AVAILABLE

Wednesdays, Criswell Hall, 5:30 PM
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You haven't missed
the boat!
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New members

will join on Sunday,
March 3, 2019.
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3. SUNDAY, MARCH 10, 11:45 AM
ot STAFF APPRECIATION POTLUCK

Bring your favorite potluck dish to sharel
Help us show our church staff how much we appreciate all that
they do for this church and God's ministry.

~Sponsored by Staff-Parish Relations Committee

PROGRAM MINISTRY
EXCURSION

AroyoGrande IT’S THE UMM
LMH ADVENTURE TRIP
...to see the world-famous

Elephant Seals.
e Sat., March 23—9:45—3:00
pm (Church Parking Lot)
e Transportation by Ride-On

Bus (capacity 17) — “free”

e Lunch at Linn’s Restaurant in

Cambria —“you buy”

e Sign up sheet in the Narthex

SLO History Center Museum
Thursday, February 28
1—3PM

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
8:30 AM 10:30 AM TOTAL

OUR GIFTS
Weekly Offerings Budgeted: $5,258

Jan27 46 93 139 Jan 27 Received: $3,183
Feb 3 51 99 150 Feb 3 Received: $8,259
Feb1o 48 96 144 Feb 10 Received $4,456
Feb17 59 95 154 Feb 17  Received: $4,265

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:
Fiscal Year to Date Received:

$178,789
$182,483

Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30
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