
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday-Thursday from 9 AM – 1 PM  

 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM.    
We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for your 
family. 

Office Hours:  M—Th  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  fumcc@sbcglobal.net 

 

Luke 13: 31-35 
 

 

At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get 

away from here, for Herod wants to kill you.” He said to them, 

“Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons 

and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third 

day I finish my work.  Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I 

must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to 

be killed outside of Jerusalem.’  Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city 

that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! 

How often have I desired to gather your children together as 

a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not 

willing!  See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will 

not see me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the 

one who comes in the name of the Lord.’”    
              

Luke 23: 32, 39-43 

 

Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put 

to death with him. 

 

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding  

him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and 

us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, 

since you are under the same sentence of condemna-

tion?  And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we 

are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has 

done nothing wrong.”  Then he said, “Jesus, remember me 

when you come into your kingdom.” He replied, “Truly I tell 

you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”    

             
     Today’s Liturgist: Sharon Roemer 

 
 
  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 17, 2019 

 
Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired):  Judy Atwood 
Lay Leader: Patti Melsheimer 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:  Jamie Foster 

 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director: 
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

8:30 AM  WORSHIP SERVICE   

We welcome you to the  
First United Methodist Church of  Arroyo Grande              

and are happy that you have joined us here today. 

 

Please come to worship with us again soon.  

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library, Room #123      (CH)  Criswell Hall      
 (MMR) McMillen Room #113    (K) Kitchen             
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

ENDOWMENT/ELT 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

 

COMMUNICATIONS TEAM 
 

We thank you all for your         
service to our church! 

                          WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                          OUR GIFTS 

 

           8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL           Weekly Offerings Budgeted:       $5,258  
    

Feb 17     59         95             154  Feb 17   Received:    $4,265 
Feb 24    54          98              152  Feb 24     Received:   $3,183 
Mar  3     46                98              144 Mar  3   Received:   $13,612 
Mar 10    52                 86              138            Mar 10     Received:   $4,566 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:     $194,564 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:              $201,234 
      
   Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30     

      

Order of WorshiP 

 

March 17, 2019                                                                                8:30 AM 
 

  Second Sunday in Lent 
  
 

       Gathering 
 
      
    BELL INTROIT                         Canticle of Joy       Dan R. Edwards 

                
    WELCOMING OUR VISITORS  
 
    HANDBELL ANTHEM         Spring Joy (Frolic)           Duane Plash       
   
    PRAISE SONGS            Open the Eyes of My Heart 
                                               There is a Redeemer   
                                                 Because He Lives 
 

    SHARING GOD’S PEACE     
            

    PRAYERS  OF THE PEOPLE                    
 

 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving           
  
   

         Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 

 

              
   SONG OF ILLUMINATION      Amazing Grace 
      
   SCRIPTURE            Luke 13:31-35, Luke 23:32, 39-43             

   SERMON            NOURISHED BY WORDS OF GRACE: 
                                “Today, you will be with Me in Paradise”     

   OFFERING                  The Table 

   COMMUNION                  Come to Jesus 

   FINAL BLESSING          Bind Us Together 
  
 *CLOSING                   Will the Circle Be Unbroken 

 
 
 
 
* Worshipers stand as able               

Monday—3/18 

 Emergency Food Pantry -1 PM—CH 

 Quilting Class—McGuire—5:45 PM—CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—3/19 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM —CH  

 Sew n Sews + Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga —11 AM—CH  

 Preschool Board Meeting—MMR          
Open Session 1:30 PM/Closed 2 PM 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 JOY Circle—7 PM—Home of member 
Wednesday—3/20 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Mary-Martha-Esther—10 AM—MMR 

 Communications—10 AM—PS 

 Lenten Study Class—5:30 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—3/21 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Finance Committee—11 AM—PS 

 Writing Class—1:30 PM—MMR 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Friday—3/22 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 

 UMW Book Club—11 AM—MMR 
Saturday—3/23 

 UMM Trip to Seals—Leave 9:45 AM 
from church parking lot 

 

THIS SATURDAY 
MARCH 23 

 

ADVENTURE TRIP TO SEE THE 
ELEPHANT SEALS 

 Leave church at 9:45 AM on 
Ride-On bus at no cost 

 Visit the seals on the beach 
near Hearst Castle 

 Stop for lunch at Linn’s in 
Cambria—each pay own 

 Return to church about 3 PM 
 Sign up at Program Ministry  

table in Narthex—seating is 
limited in the bus 

 All are invited!  

 

 VOTE FOR OUR  
NEW MISSION STATEMENT 

 

The Church Council decided to 
update our Church’s Mission 
Statement and came up with three excellent 
choices . Now we ask you, the congregation, 
to vote.  The choices are: 
 

We Choose Welcome—Jesus Leads the Way 
 

God’s Love Alive Here 
 

Hope, Joy and Love Rising 
 

The Mission Statement should be a short, 
succinct, memorable statement that tells   
the world who we are and what we are 
about.  It should act as an invitation for     
visitors to join us. 
 

Voting will be done following the March 10 
and March 17 services.  The three choices 
are posted in Criswell Hall.  Please place a 
“dot” by the Mission statement which you 
feel best fits our Church.  Please vote for   
one and vote only once. 
 
 

Joel Anderson  
Chair, Church Council 

 All are invited to the 
Lenten Study Classes 

Wednesdays at 5:30 PM 
in Criswell Hall 

 

In Entering the Passion of      
Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to   
Holy Week,  biblical scholar  
Amy-Jill Levine explores the biblical texts 
surrounding the Passion story. 

 

She shows us how the text raises ethical 
and spiritual questions , and looks at how 
we all face risk in our Christian experience. 

 

Books are available.  

UMCOR SUNDAY is March 31 

This is the disaster relief arm  
of Global Ministries 

When hurricanes slammed Texas,         
 Louisiana,  Florida, Puerto 
 Rico , the East Coast  
When wildfires and floods ravaged 
 thousands of homes in 
 the West and Southeast 
When refugees and migrants all 
 over the world needed help  

 

 UMCOR WAS THERE 

WE NEED MORE 
WARM COATS AND 
JACKETS for the 
rack in Criswell 
Hall! 

  

These are jackets for the needy in 
our community. 

 

  Take if needed, leave if you wish to 
donate. 

 

Questions? Contact Betty Ashton 

 

In Honor of my sister 

Judy Atwood  

who works very hard 
 

HAPPY  

ST. PATRICK’S DAY 

 
from Cristy Van Hook 

 

 

 
UMW Book Club meets this Friday, 
March 22, at 11 AM in the McMillen 
Room to discuss The People of the 
Book by Geraldine Brooks.  This       
historical fiction traces the story of a 
15th century illuminated Hebrew       
manuscript, the Sarajevo Haggadah, 
which has just been recovered.       
Clues to its past are discovered! 

 

We welcome you to join us! 
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First United Methodist Church  

of Arroyo Grande 

Order of WorshiP 

March 17, 2019                                                                                   10:30 AM  
Second Sunday in Lent 

  
CENTERING WORDS 

 

I can only imagine what it will be like when I walk, by your side 
I can only imagine what my eyes will see when you face is before me  

Surrounded by Your glory, what will my heart feel?  
Will I dance for you Jesus or in awe of You be still? 

Will I stand in your presence or to my knees will I fall? 
Will I sing hallelujah will I be able to speak at all? 

I can only imagine… 
                                                                      ---Bart Millard, Mercy Me 

 

    PRELUDE                               Herzliebster Jesu       David Blackwell 
                                             

    HANDBELL INTROIT              Canticle of Joy                                     Dan R. Edwards 

              
 *CALL TO WORSHIP     
 

    God in heaven, Holy is your name! 
   We come to worship, longing for your kingdom. 
  What is your will in our lives and for our world? 
   In this worship, enlighten us with your Word, 
       inspire us with music and enfold us with your community. 
       Embrace us with your Vision,  that we may go forth from here  

           to share hope,  joy and love with others.  
 

 *OPENING HYMN                      Marching to Zion                   No. 733 
 

   WELCOMING OUR GUESTS                                                    

 

   OPENING PRAYER                    
 

  God our Maker, 
 
    We walked into church today needing you in different ways. 

        Some of us need strength because we are facing a big challenge. 

             Some of us need hope  because we feel like giving up. 

                  Some of us need love because we are feeling alone. 

  We trust that you will meet us here,  

         whether through words or music, 
                or in a quiet moment of reflection. 

  You are here with us all. 

  Amen. 
 
   HANDBELL ANTHEM      Spring Joy (Frolic)               Duane Plash 

 
    

  

 
 
 

               
 
 

Luke 13: 31-35 
 

At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get 

away from here, for Herod wants to kill you.” He said to them, 

“Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and 

performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I   

finish my work.  Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be 

on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed    

outside of Jerusalem.’  Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills    

the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often    

have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers 

her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!  See, your 

house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the 

time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the 

name of the Lord.’”                  

Luke 23: 32, 39-43 

Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to 

death with him. 

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding  him 

and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But 

the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you 

are under the same sentence of condemnation?  And we indeed 

have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we de-

serve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.”  Then 

he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your king-

dom.” He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 

Paradise.”   
 
               Today’s Liturgist: Judy Leonard 

We welcome you to the  
First United Methodist Church of  Arroyo Grande             

and are happy that you have joined us here today. 
Please come to worship with us again soon.  

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library Rm  #123      (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room  #113   (K) Kitchen            
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

ENDOWMENT/ELT 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

 

COMMUNICATIONS TEAM 
 

We thank you all for your         
service to our church! 

                           

            WORSHIP ATTENDANCE        OUR GIFTS 

 

           8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL         Weekly Offerings Budgeted:          $5,258         
Feb 17    59               95         154   Feb  17    Received: $4,265 
Feb 24   54               98         152         Feb  24     Received:   $3,183 
Mar  3    46      98    144             Mar   3     Received: $13,612 
Mar 10   52                 86    138             Mar  10    Received:  $4,566 
 
Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:         $194,564 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:             $201,234 

 

            Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30       

 VOTE FOR OUR  
NEW MISSION STATEMENT 

 

The Church Council decided to 
update our Church’s    Mission 
Statement and came up with three excellent 
choices . Now we ask you, the congregation, 
to vote.  The choices are: 
 

We Choose Welcome—Jesus Leads the Way 
 

God’s Love Alive Here 
 

Hope, Joy and Love Rising 
 

The Mission Statement should be a short, 
succinct, memorable statement that tells  
the world who we are and what we are 
about.  It should act as an invitation for     
visitors to join us. 
 

Voting will be done following the March 10 
and March 17 services.  The three choices 
are posted in Criswell Hall.  Please place a 
“dot” by the Mission statement which you 
feel best fits our Church.  Please vote for one 
and vote only once. 
 
 

Joel Anderson 
Chair, Church Council 

 

    
    CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                                  Leonard Lutz 

Jesus Loves Me (as children come and go) 

Nursery care is available 
Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers at this time. 

 

    A TIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER            
 

  Choral Call to Prayer            Soon and Very Soon                  No. 706 
  Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer    
  Choral Response                   Soon and Very Soon                No. 706 
     
         
  SCRIPTURE      Luke 13-31-35, Luke 23:32, 39-43 
            

  HYMN (remain seated)                       Hymn of Promise                           No. 707 
   
  SERMON            NOURISHED BY WORDS OF GRACE: 
            “Today, you will be with Me in Paradise” 

           
  OFFERING 

     
   Invitation to the Offering 

 Offertory                                    A Lenten Prayer         Antonin Dvorak 
   *Doxology / Prayer of Dedication                                            

 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

    
*CLOSING HYMN         When We All Get to Heaven             No. 701 

  BENEDICTION      

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE           Amazing Grace           No. 378
             

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I see. 

 

Through many dangers, toils and snares, I have already come; 
‘tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 

 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun. 

 

  POSTLUDE        Aberystwth                   Ashley Grote 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Worshipers stand as able 

 

© 2018  Mary Scifres for Mary Scifres Ministries. Permission granted for subscribers’ idea use in worship 
planning & study preparation.  For reprint requests, please contact  maryscifresministries@gmail.com  

Monday—3/18 

 Emergency Food Pantry -1 PM—CH 

 Quilting Class—McGuire—5:45 PM—CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—3/19 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM —CH  

 Sew n Sews + Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga —11 AM—CH  

 Preschool Board Meeting—MMR          
Open Session 1:30 PM/Closed 2 PM 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 JOY Circle—7 PM—Home of member 
Wednesday—3/20 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Mary-Martha-Esther—10 AM—MMR 

 Communications—10 AM—PS 

 Lenten Study Class—5:30 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—3/21 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Finance Committee—11 AM—PS 

 Writing Class—1:30 PM—MMR 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Friday—3/22 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 

 UMW Book Club—11 AM—MMR 
Saturday—3/23 

 UMM Trip to Seals—Leave 9:45 AM 
from church parking lot 

WE NEED MORE 
WARM COATS AND 
JACKETS for the 
rack in Criswell 
Hall! 

  

These are jackets for the needy in 
our community. 

 

  Take if needed, leave if you wish to 
donate. 

Questions? Contact Betty Ashton 

 

In Honor of my sister 

Judy Atwood  

who works very hard 
 

HAPPY  

ST. PATRICK’S DAY 

 

from Cristy Van Hook 

 

 

 

UMW Book Club meets this Friday, 
March 22, at 11 AM in the McMillen 
Room to discuss The People of the 
Book by Geraldine Brooks.  This       
historical fiction traces the story of a 
15th century illuminated Hebrew       
manuscript, the Sarajevo Haggadah, 
which has just been recovered.       
Clues to its past are discovered! 
     We welcome you to join us! 

 

THIS SATURDAY 
MARCH 23 
 

ADVENTURE TRIP TO SEE THE 
ELEPHANT SEALS 

 Leave church at 9:45 AM on 
Ride-On bus at no cost 

 Visit the seals on the beach 
near Hearst Castle 

 Stop for lunch at Linn’s in 
Cambria—each pay own 

 Return to church about 3 PM 
 Sign up at Program Ministry  

table in Narthex—seating is 
limited in the bus 

 All are invited!  

 

 All are invited to the 
Lenten Study Classes 

Wednesdays at 5:30 PM in Criswell 
Hall 

 

In Entering the Passion of      Jesus: A Begin-
ner’s Guide to   Holy Week,  biblical scholar  
Amy-Jill Levine explores the biblical texts 
surrounding the Passion story. 

 

She shows us how the text raises ethical 
and spiritual questions , and looks at how 
we all face risk in our Christian experience. 

 

Books are available.  

UMCOR SUNDAY is March 31 

This is the disaster relief arm  
of Global Ministries 

When hurricanes slammed Texas,         
 Louisiana,  Florida, Puerto Rico , 
 the East Coast  
When wildfires and floods ravaged 
 thousands of homes in the West 
 and Southeast 
When refugees and migrants all 
 over the world needed help  

 

 UMCOR WAS THERE 

 

In Honor of my sister 

Judy Atwood  

who works very hard 

 

HAPPY  

ST. PATRICK’S DAY 

 

In Honor of my sister 

Judy Atwood  

who works very hard 
 

HAPPY  

ST. PATRICK’S DAY 

 

from Cristy Van Hook 

All are invited to the 
Lenten Study Classes 

Wednesdays at 5:30 PM 
in Criswell Hall 

 

In Entering the Passion of      
Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to   
Holy Week,  biblical scholar  
Amy-Jill Levine explores the biblical texts 
surrounding the Passion story. 

 

She shows us how the text raises ethical 
and spiritual questions , and looks at how 
we all face risk in our Christian experience. 

 

Books are available.  
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