
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday-Thursday from 9 AM – 1 PM  

 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM.    
We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for your 
family. 

Office Hours:  M—Th  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  fumcc@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

John 19:17-27 

 

And carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called 

The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha.  There 

they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, 

with Jesus between them. Pilate also had an inscription written 

and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the 

Jews.”  Many of the Jews read this inscription, because the 

place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was 

written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the chief priests  

of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ 

but, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’”  Pilate answered, 

“What I have written I have written.”  When the soldiers had    

crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four 

parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the    

tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top.  So they 

said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see 

who will get it.” This was to fulfill what the scripture says, 
 

  “They divided my clothes among themselves, 

    and for my clothing they cast lots.” 
 

And that is what the soldiers did. 

 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother,   

and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary      

Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom 

he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, 

here is your son.  Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your        

mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own 

home.    
     Today’s Liturgist: Susan Throndson 

         
 

 
  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 24, 2019 

 
Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired):  Judy Atwood 
Lay Leader: Patti Melsheimer 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:  Jamie Foster 

 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director: 
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

8:30 AM  WORSHIP SERVICE   

We welcome you to the  
First United Methodist Church of  Arroyo Grande              

and are happy that you have joined us here today. 

 

Please come to worship with us again soon.  

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library, Room #123      (CH)  Criswell Hall      
 (MMR) McMillen Room #113    (K) Kitchen             
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

COMMUNICATIONS TEAM 
  
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 
 
 

We thank you all for your         
service to our church! 

                           
 WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                          OUR GIFTS 

 

           8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL           Weekly Offerings Budgeted:       $5,258  
    

Feb 24    54          98              152  Feb 24     Received:   $3,183 
Mar  3     46                98              144 Mar  3   Received:   $13,612 
Mar 10    52                 86              138            Mar 10    Received:   $4,566 
Mar 17    58         97             155  Mar 17   Received:   $3,016 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:     $199,823 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:              $204,250 
      
   Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30     

      

Order of WorshiP 

 

March 24, 2019                                                                                8:30 AM 
 

Third Sunday in Lent 
  
 

       Gathering 
 
      
    INTROIT                                  We’ve a Story    
                
    WELCOMING OUR GUESTS 
       
    PRAISE SONGS                         Above All 
                                               Your Grace is Enough 
                                                 My Savior My God 
 

    SHARING GOD’S PEACE     
            

    PRAYERS  OF THE PEOPLE                    
 

 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving           
  
   

         Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 

 

              
   SONG OF ILLUMINATION        As the Deer 
      
   SCRIPTURE                            John 19:17-27 

   SERMON               NOURISHED BY WORDS OF GRACE: 
                                “Woman, behold your son...behold your mother!”  
 
   OFFERING                    Agnus Dei 

   COMMUNION                The Old Rugged Cross 

   FINAL BLESSING            Jesus Loves Me  Hallelujah 
  
 *CLOSING                              Love Come Down 

 
 
 
 
* Worshipers stand as able               

 
Monday—3/25  

 Emergency Food Pantry -1 PM—CH 

 Quilting Class—McGuire—5:45 PM—CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—3/26 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM —CH  

 Sew n Sews + Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga —11 AM—CH  

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Wednesday—3/27 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Lenten Study Class—5:30 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—3/28 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Mission Team—1:00 PM—MMR 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Friday—3/29 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 
Saturday—3/30 

 Nothing scheduled at this time 

Taking time for introspection and 
reflection is an important element   
in making Lent more meaningful. 
 

Photo illustration by Ronny Perry,         
United Methodist Communications 

 
 VOTING RESULTS ARE IN FOR NEW MISSION STATEMENT! 
 FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF ARROYO GRANDE 

 
 The winner is Hope, Joy and Love Rising with 25 votes 
 God’s Love Alive Here received 20 votes 
 We Choose Welcome—Jesus Leads the Way received 17 votes 
 
The purpose of the mission statement is to tell the world about who 
we are.  We will use it in our literature, website, etc.  Of course we 
will also continue to use the United Methodist “Open Hearts, Open 
Minds, Open Doors” which is on the church sign.  Would anyone 
care to create a logo for the new mission statement? 

 

~ Joel Anderson 
Church Council Chair 

 

All are invited to the 
Lenten Study Classes 

Wednesdays at 5:30 PM in 
Criswell Hall 

 

In Entering the Passion of Jesus:    
A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week,  
biblical scholar Amy-Jill Levine ex-
plores the biblical texts 
surrounding the Passion 
story. 

 

She shows us how the 
text raises ethical and 
spiritual questions , and 
looks at how we all face 
risk in our Christian experience.  

Books are available.  

In Memory and Honor 

of my mother, 

 

HELEN MOORE 

on what would have 

been her 79th birthday 

 

from Tina Moore 
UMCOR SUNDAY IS MARCH 31 

 

This is the disaster relief arm  of 
Global Ministries 

 

When hurricanes slammed Texas,         
 Louisiana,  Florida, Puerto 
 Rico , the East Coast  
When wildfires and floods ravaged 
 thousands of homes in the 
 West, the Southeast and 
 Mid-West 
When refugees and migrants all 
 over the world needed help  

 

 UMCOR WAS THERE 
 

Offering envelopes will be  
available in the bulletins  

next Sunday 

Coffee N’ Art Show  
Sunday, April 7, 9:30 am— 1:00 pm 
 
 Come enjoy the show after               

worship services 
 Artists will show their  

work in oil, water color, 
and other media 

 Some art will be for sale, 
with 50% proceeds to 
church scholarship fund 
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John 19:17-27 

 

And carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called 

The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha.  There 

they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, 

with Jesus between them. Pilate also had an inscription written 

and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the 

Jews.”  Many of the Jews read this inscription, because the place 

where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in 

Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the chief priests of the Jews 

said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, ‘This man 

said, I am King of the Jews.’”  Pilate answered, “What I have    

written I have written.”  When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, 

they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one for 

each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, 

woven in one piece from the top.  So they said to one another, 

“Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This was 

to fulfill what the scripture says, 

  “They divided my clothes among themselves, 

    and for my clothing they cast lots.” 
 

 And that is what the soldiers did. 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother,   

and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary      

Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom 

he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, 

here is your son.  Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your        

mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own 

home.  

              

Order of WorshiP 

March 24, 2019                                                                                   10:30 AM  
Third Sunday in Lent 

  
CENTERING WORDS 

 

God calls us to return from distractions that pull us away from our center. 

 A heart centered on God is the best gift we can give ourselves. 

 

“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels,  
to show that the transcendent power belongs to God  

and not to us. 

                  --2 Corinthians 4:7 (RSV) 
                                                                

 

    PRELUDE                 In Christ Alone (My Hope is Found)       Getty/Townend 
                                             

    CHORAL INTROIT              Rock of Ages  verse 1                        No. 361 

              
 *CALL TO WORSHIP     
 

   “Return to me!” 
   Christ calls and we listen. 

   “Return to me!” 
   Christ calls and we respond. 

   “Return to me!” 
   Christ calls and we turn… 
          toward life, toward love, toward God. 

 

 *OPENING               The Old Rugged Cross  verses 1-2 & 4                    No. 504 

       

   WELCOMING OUR GUESTS                                                    

 

   OPENING PRAYER                    
 

 Change our hearts, O God.  
 Wash away the dust and ashes  

   that cloud our vision and burden our lives, 
    and renew us with your Spirit of love and grace.  

 Guide our focus back to you, 
  that we may rest anew in the treasure of your love.  
In your holy name, we pray.  Amen. 

   
    CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                               Carolyn Russell 

Jesus Loves Me (as children come and go) 

Nursery care is available 
Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers at this time.   

We welcome you to the  
First United Methodist Church of  Arroyo Grande             

and are happy that you have joined us here today. 
Please come to worship with us again soon.  

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library Rm  #123      (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room  #113   (K) Kitchen            
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

COMMUNICATIONS TEAM 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

We thank you all for your         
service to our church! 

                           

            WORSHIP ATTENDANCE        OUR GIFTS 

 

           8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL         Weekly Offerings Budgeted:          $5,258         
Feb 24   54               98        152         Feb  24     Received:   $3,183 
Mar  3    46      98    144             Mar   3     Received: $13,612 
Mar 10   52                 86    138             Mar  10    Received:  $4,566 
Mar 17   58              97         155   Mar  17    Received: $3,016 
 
Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:         $199,823 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:             $204,250 

 

            Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30       

 

  
 

   ANTHEM     Lord, When We Praise You With Glorious Music   Leech & Childs 

 

   A TIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER            
 

  Choral Call to Prayer         Jesus, Remember Me                      No. 488 
  Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer    
  Choral Response               Jesus, Remember Me                      No. 488  
   

  READERS THEATRE             “Mary and James Under the Cross” 
                                                    Virginia Mothes, Roger Sperling 
       
  SCRIPTURE                        John 19:17-27 
                               

  HYMN (remain seated)            Love Divine, What Hast Thou Done           No. 287 
             verses 1-2 
   
  SERMON            NOURISHED BY WORDS OF GRACE: 
         “Woman, behold your son...behold your mother!” 

           
  OFFERING 

     
   Invitation to the Offering 

 Offertory                       We Have Come into His House        Bruce Ballinger 

   *Doxology / Prayer of Dedication                                            
 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

    
*CLOSING HYMN         Blest Be the Tie That Binds            No. 557 

*BENEDICTION 

As we leave this place, we continue the journey. 
  Christ leads us upon the way. 
      
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE           He Leadeth Me                  No. 128 
 

He leadeth me: O blessed thought! O words with heavenly comfort fraught!  
What e’er I do, where e’er I be, still ‘tis God’s hand that leadeth me.  

 

He leadeth me, he leadeth me, by his own hand he leadeth me; 
his faithful follower I would be, for by his hand he leadeth me. 

      

  POSTLUDE        We Bow Down    Twila Paris/arr. Mark Hayes 

 
 
 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 

*Worshipers stand as able 

 

© 2018  Mary Scifres for Mary Scifres Ministries. Permission granted for subscribers’ idea use in worship 
planning & study preparation.  For reprint requests, please contact  maryscifresministries@gmail.com  

Monday—3/25  

 Emergency Food Pantry -1 PM—CH 

 Quilting Class—McGuire—5:45 PM—CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—3/26 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM —CH  

 Sew n Sews + Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga —11 AM—CH  

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Wednesday—3/27 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Lenten Study Class—5:30 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—3/28 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Mission Team—1:00 PM—MMR 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Friday—3/29 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 
Saturday—3/30 

 Nothing scheduled at this time 
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This is the disaster relief arm  of 
Global Ministries 

 

When hurricanes slammed Texas,         
 Louisiana,  Florida, Puerto Rico , 
 the East Coast  
When wildfires and floods ravaged 
 thousands of homes in the West,  
 the Southeast and Mid-West 
When refugees and migrants all 
 over the world needed help  

 

 UMCOR WAS THERE 
 

Offering envelopes will be  
available in the bulletins  

next Sunday 

All are invited to the 
Lenten Study Classes 

Wednesdays at 5:30 PM in 
Criswell Hall 

 

In Entering the Passion of Jesus:    
A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week,  
biblical scholar Amy-Jill Levine ex-
plores the biblical texts surround-
ing the Passion story. 

 

She shows us how the 
text raises ethical and 
spiritual questions , 
and looks at how we 
all face risk in our 
Christian experience. 

 

Books are available.  

In Memory and Honor 

of my mother, 

 

HELEN MOORE 

on what would have 

been her 79th birthday 

 
from Tina Moore 

Coffee N’ Art Show  
Sunday, April 7, 9:30 am— 1:00 pm 
 
 Come enjoy the show after  
   worship services 
 Artists will show their  

work in oil, water color, 
and other media 

 Some art will be for sale, 
with 50% proceeds to 
church scholarship fund 

Taking time for introspection and 
reflection is an important element   
in making Lent more meaningful. 
 

Photo illustration by Ronny Perry,         
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The purpose of the mission statement is to tell the world about who 
we are.  We will use it in our literature, website, etc.  Of course we 
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Minds, Open Doors” which is on the church sign.  Would anyone 
care to create a logo for the new mission statement? 

 

~ Joel Anderson 
Church Council Chair 

mailto:maryscifresministries@gmail.com

