
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday-Thursday from 9 AM – 1 PM  

 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM.    
We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for your 
family. 

Office Hours:  M—Th  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  fumcc@sbcglobal.net 

Psalm 22:1-5, 23-24, 27-28 

 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

    Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my        

groaning? 

O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; 

    and by night, but find no rest. 

Yet you are holy, 

    enthroned on the praises of Israel. 

In you our ancestors trusted; 

    they trusted, and you delivered them. 

To you they cried, and were saved; 

    in you they trusted, and were not put to shame. 
 

You who fear the LORD, praise him! 

    All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him; 

    stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! 
 For he did not despise or abhor 

    the affliction of the afflicted; 

he did not hide his face from me, 

    but heard when I cried to him. 
 

All the ends of the earth shall remember 

    and turn to the LORD; 

and all the families of the nations 

    shall worship before him. 

For dominion belongs to the LORD, 

    and he rules over the nations. 
  

Mark 15:33-36 

 
 

When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until 

three in the afternoon. At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a 

loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My 

God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of the 

bystanders heard it, they said, “Listen, he is calling for Eli-

jah.” And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on 

a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see 

whether Elijah will come to take him down.”  
 

     Today’s Liturgist: Judy Atwood 

 

 

 
 

     
 
 
  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 31, 2019 

 
Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired):  Judy Atwood 
Lay Leader: Patti Melsheimer 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:  Jamie Foster 

 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director: 
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

8:30 AM  WORSHIP SERVICE   

We welcome you to the  
First United Methodist Church of  Arroyo Grande              

and are happy that you have joined us here today. 

 

Please come to worship with us again soon.  

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library, Room #123      (CH)  Criswell Hall      
 (MMR) McMillen Room #113    (K) Kitchen             
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room Coffee Hour Today  

is hosted by 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
  
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

 

COFFEE N’ ART SHOW 
 
 

     We thank you all for your         
service to our church! 

                           
 WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                          OUR GIFTS 

 

           8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL           Weekly Offerings Budgeted:       $5,258  
    

Mar  3     46                98              144 Mar  3   Received:   $13,612 
Mar 10    52                 86              138            Mar 10    Received:   $4,566 
Mar 17    58         97             155  Mar 17   Received:   $3,016 
Mar 24   45          98               143 Mar 24     Received:  $2,325 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:     $205,081 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:              $206,575 
      
   Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30     

      

Order of WorshiP 

 

March 31, 2019                                                                                8:30 AM 
 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
One Great Hour of Sharing 

  
 

       Gathering 
 
      
    INTROIT                                  Let’s Worship    
                
    WELCOMING OUR GUESTS 
       
    PRAISE SONGS                You Are My All in All 
                                            Sing of My Redeemer 
                                                       You Say 
 

    SHARING GOD’S PEACE     
            

    PRAYERS  OF THE PEOPLE                    
 

 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving           
  
   

         Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 

 

              
   SONG OF ILLUMINATION        Once Again 
      
   SCRIPTURE                   Psalm 22:1-5, 23-24, 27-28 
    Mark 15:33-36 
 
   SERMON               NOURISHED BY WORDS OF GRACE: 
                          “My God, My God, Why Hast Thou Forsaken Me?” 
 
   OFFERING           Oh How I Love Jesus 

   COMMUNION                    At the Cross 

   FINAL BLESSING                   Through It All 
  
 *CLOSING                              Victory in Jesus 

 
 
 
 
* Worshipers stand as able               

 Monday—4/1 

 Emergency Food Pantry -1 PM—CH 

 Quilting Class—McGuire—5:45 PM—CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—4/2 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM —CH  

 Sew n Sews + Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga —11 AM—CH  

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Wednesday—4/3 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Lenten Study Class—5:30 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—4/4 

 People’s Kitchen Prep—8 AM , Leave 
to Serve—11 AM—K 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 Worship Team—6 PM—PS 
Friday—4/5 
Spirit Day at AGUMCC 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 

 AGUMCC Closed—3:30 PM 

 AGUMCC Staff—4 PM—MMR 
Saturday—4/6 

 Set up for Art Show Sunday—CH 

  VOTING RESULTS ARE IN FOR NEW MISSION STATEMENT! 
 FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF ARROYO GRANDE 

 

 The winner is Hope, Joy and Love Rising with 25 votes 
 God’s Love Alive Here received 20 votes 
 We Choose Welcome—Jesus Leads the Way received 17 votes 
 

The purpose of the mission statement is to tell the world about who 
we are.  We will use it in our literature, website, etc.  Of course we 
will also continue to use the United Methodist “Open Hearts, Open 
Minds, Open Doors” which is on the church sign.  Would anyone 
care to create a logo for the new mission statement? 

 

~ Joel Anderson 
Church Council Chair 

Coffee N’ Art Show  
Sunday, April 7, 9:30 am— 1:00 pm 
 
 Come enjoy the show after               

worship services 
 Artists will show their  

work in oil, water color, 
and other media 

 Some art will be for sale, 
with 50% proceeds to 
church scholarship fund 

 

IN MEMORY OF 

VIRGINIA MOTHES 
    

from Judie Neufeld 

Happy Birthday to 

my husband 

CHUCK ASHTON 
 

from Betty Ashton 

UMCOR SUNDAY, formerly known as 
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 

 

When disasters and crises occur around 
the world, The United Methodist Church 
is able to provide hope through UMCOR. 
Your support of UMCOR Sunday, this 
Sunday, March 31, ensures the denomi-
nation can continue to provide vital   
relief and recovery efforts to thousands 
of people across the globe.  

 

4th Annual AGUMCC  
Golf Tournament  
Saturday, May 18, 2019 at the 
Monarch Dunes  
Challenge Course 
 
Shot Gun Start at        
9:30 AM  
4 person Team Registration if $300.  

Individual Registration per golfers 
is $75. 
   

Save $10 per golfer, register before 
April 1, 2019.   
More information:  
Call Maddy 805-481-2223 

 

~~Fundraiser for Children’s Center~~ 

 

We remember with love, Virginia Mothes. 

April 9, 1940 —March 23, 2019 

   Caring  
       Congregation  
       Committee  
 

Please sign up at the Caring 
Congregation table today to 
deliver Easter lilies to shut-ins 
on Sunday, April 14,  
the Sunday before 
Easter.  This way 
the shut-ins will 
have them to   
enjoy for Holy 
Week leading up 
to Easter. 

http://e.umc.org/qGQJ0k05rM0s5500X0YA00A


First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday—Thursday from 9 AM to 1 PM 

Office E-mail:  fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary Birgelaitis: revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program tours are given by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday between 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM—
3:30 PM.   We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit 
for your family.  
 

Office Hours:  M—F from 9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired): Judy Atwood 
Lay Leader: Patti Melsheimer  
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:    
 Jamie Foster 
 

Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director:  
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 
 
AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

 

 
First United Methodist Church  

of Arroyo Grande 

  

 
 
 

               

Psalm 22:1-5, 23-24, 27-28 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

    Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my    

 groaning? 

O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; 

    and by night, but find no rest. 

Yet you are holy, 

    enthroned on the praises of Israel. 

In you our ancestors trusted; 

    they trusted, and you delivered them. 

To you they cried, and were saved; 

    in you they trusted, and were not put to shame. 
 

You who fear the LORD, praise him! 

    All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him; 

    stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! 
 For he did not despise or abhor 

    the affliction of the afflicted; 

he did not hide his face from me, 

    but heard when I cried to him. 
 

All the ends of the earth shall remember 

    and turn to the LORD; 

and all the families of the nations 

    shall worship before him. 

For dominion belongs to the LORD, 

    and he rules over the nations. 
  

Mark 15:33-36 

When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three 

in the afternoon. At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud 

voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my 

God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders 

heard it, they said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” And someone 

ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to 

him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to 

take him down.”   
              Today’s Liturgist: Roger Sperling 

               

Order of WorshiP 

March 31, 2019                                                                                   10:30 AM  
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
 

CENTERING WORDS 
 

Be still, my soul: thy God doth undertake to guide the future as He has the past. 
Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake; all now mysterious shall be bright at last.   

                                                                               

    PRELUDE                  Nothing But the Blood of Jesus                    Robert Lowry 
                                             

    CHORAL INTROIT              Lift High the Cross                             No. 159 

              
 *CALL TO WORSHIP     
 

Call out to God---God will listen! 
We come with both laughter and tears. 

Wait for the Lord---Christ will always come. 
We wait with anticipation and hope. 

 

 *OPENING       And Can It Be That I Should Gain verses 1-3               No. 363 

       

   WELCOMING OUR GUESTS                                                    

 

   OPENING PRAYER  
                   

  Set our minds on you, God. 
 Give us the patience to wait for you 
     when we feel completely alone. 
 Give us the strength to place our hope in you 
     when we are most worried. 
 Give us peace and comfort, 
     that we may hear your word 
          and trust your love.  Amen.    
 

   CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                               Patti Melsheimer 
Jesus Loves Me (as children come and go) 

Nursery care is available 
Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers at this time. 

 

   A TIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER            
 

  Choral Call to Prayer           You Alone are Holy               TFWS #2077 
  Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer    
       Choral Response                  You Alone are Holy               TFWS #2077  

We welcome you to the  
First United Methodist Church of  Arroyo Grande             

and are happy that you have joined us here today. 
Please come to worship with us again soon.  

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library Rm  #123      (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room  #113   (K) Kitchen            
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour 
will be hosted by 

 

COFFEE N’ ART SHOW 
 

We thank you all for your         
service to our church! 

                           

            WORSHIP ATTENDANCE        OUR GIFTS 

 

           8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL         Weekly Offerings Budgeted:          $5,258         
Mar  3      46     98    144             Mar   3     Received: $13,612 
Mar 10     52               86    138             Mar  10    Received:  $4,566 
Mar 17     58              97         155   Mar  17    Received: $3,016 
Mar 24    45              98        143         Mar  24     Received:  $2,325 
 
Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:         $205,081 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:            $206,575 

 

            Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30       

 

  
 

   CHORAL ANTHEM                        Be Still My Soul       Heather Sorenson 

       
  SCRIPTURE      Psalm 22:1-5, 23-24, 27-28 
              Mark 15:33-36  
     

  HYMN (remain seated)  Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle            No. 296 
              verses 1—3 
   
  SERMON           NOURISHED BY WORDS OF GRACE: 
     “My God, My God, Why Hast Thou Forsaken Me?” 

           
  OFFERING 

     
   Invitation to the Offering 

 Offertory                       I Come to the Cross        Bill Batstone/Bob Somma 

   *Doxology / Prayer of Dedication                                            
 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

    
*CLOSING HYMN     All Praise to Thee, for Thou, O King Divine          No. 166
          verses 1—3 
 

*BENEDICTION 

The Lord is our light and our salvation. 
In God we dwell secure. 

The Lord is our fortress in the midst of life’s storms. 
In God we find our true home. 

  Go with the blessings of the Holy One   
      
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE           Lift High the Cross            No. 159 
 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim  
till all the world adore his sacred name. 

Come, Christians follow this triumphant sign.   
The hosts of God in unity combine. 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim  
till all the world adore his sacred name. 

 

  ORGAN POSTLUDE      Recessional                  William Stickles 

         Brad Bettencourt, guest organist 
       
   
 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
*Worshipers stand as able 

 

© 2018  Mary Scifres for Mary Scifres Ministries. Permission granted for subscribers’ idea use in worship 
planning & study preparation.  For reprint requests, please contact  maryscifresministries@gmail.com  

Monday—4/1    

 Emergency Food Pantry—1 PM—CH 

 Quilting Class—McGuire—5:45 PM—CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—4/2  

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM —CH  

 Sew n Sews + Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga —11 AM—CH  

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 
Wednesday—4/3 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 Lenten Study Class—5:30 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—4/4 

 People’s Kitchen Prep—8 AM, Leave 
to Serve—11:15 AM—K 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 Worship Team—6 PM—PS 
Friday—4/5 
Spirit Day at AGUMCC 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 

 AGUMCC Closed—3:30 PM 

 AGUMCC Staff—4 PM—MMR 
Saturday—4/6 

 Set up for Art Show Sunday—CH 

  VOTING RESULTS ARE IN FOR NEW MISSION STATEMENT! 
 FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF ARROYO GRANDE 

 

 The winner is Hope, Joy and Love Rising with 25 votes 
 God’s Love Alive Here received 20 votes 
 We Choose Welcome—Jesus Leads the Way received 17 votes 
 

The purpose of the mission statement is to tell the world about who 
we are.  We will use it in our literature, website, etc.  Of course we 
will also continue to use the United Methodist “Open Hearts, Open 
Minds, Open Doors” which is on the church sign.  Would anyone 
care to create a logo for the new mission statement? 

 

~ Joel Anderson 
Church Council Chair 

 

 

Coffee N’ Art Show  
Sunday, April 7, 9:30 am— 1:00 pm 
 

 Come enjoy the show after  
   worship services 
 Artists will show their  work 

in oil, water color, and oth-
er media 

 Some art will be for sale, 
with 50% proceeds to 
church scholarship fund 

UMCOR SUNDAY, formerly known as 
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 

 

When disasters and crises occur around 
the world, The United Methodist Church 
is able to provide hope through UMCOR. 
Your support of UMCOR Sunday, this 
Sunday, March 31, ensures the denomi-
nation can continue to provide vital   
relief and recovery efforts to thousands 
of people across the globe.  

 

Happy Birthday to 

my husband 

CHUCK ASHTON 
 

 

from Betty Ashton 

 

IN MEMORY OF 

VIRGINIA MOTHES 
    

from Judie Neufeld 

 

4th Annual AGUMCC  
Golf Tournament  
Saturday, May 18, 2019 at the 
Monarch Dunes  
Challenge Course 
 
Shot Gun Start at        
9:30 AM  
4 person Team Registration if $300.  

Individual Registration per golfers 
is $75. 
   

Save $10 per golfer, register before 
April 1, 2019.   
More information:  
Call Maddy 805-481-2223 

 

~~Fundraiser for Children’s Center~~ 

 

We remember with love, Virginia Mothes. 

April 9, 1940 —March 23, 2019 

   Caring  
       Congregation  
       Committee  
 

Please sign up at the Caring 
Congregation table today to 
deliver Easter lilies to shut-ins 
on Sunday, April 14,  
the Sunday before 
Easter.  This way 
the shut-ins will 
have them to   
enjoy for Holy 
Week leading up 
to Easter. 

mailto:maryscifresministries@gmail.com
http://e.umc.org/qGQJ0k05rM0s5500X0YA00A

