
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday-Thursday from 9 AM – 1 PM  

 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM.    
We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for your 
family. 

Office Hours:  M—Th  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  fumcc@sbcglobal.net 

Isaiah 43 (selected verses) 

But now thus says the LORD, Do not fear, for I have                      

redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are   

mine.    When you pass through the waters, I will be with 

you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;         

For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.   

Because you are precious in my sight,   and honored, and I 

love you.   Do not fear, for I am with you.  I will make a way in 

the wilderness  and rivers in the desert.  You have burdened 

me with your sins; you have wearied me with your iniquities.  I 

am He  who blots out your transgressions for my own sake, and  

I will not remember your sins. 
 

Isaiah 55:1a, 6-9  

“Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; 

Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is 

near.  Let the wicked forsake their ways and the unrighteous 

their thoughts. Let them turn to the LORD, and he will have   

mercy on them, and to our God, for he will freely pardon.  

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways 

my ways,” declares the LORD.  

“As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 

higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

 

John 19:28-29 

After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said   

(in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” A jar full of sour 

wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine 

on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth.  
          

      Today’s Liturgist: Joseph Brown 
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Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired):  Judy Atwood 
Lay Leader: Patti Melsheimer 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:  Jamie Foster 

 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director: 
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

8:30 AM  WORSHIP SERVICE   

We welcome you to the  
First United Methodist Church of  Arroyo Grande              

and are happy that you have joined us here today. 

 

Please come to worship with us again soon.  

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


 

 

First United Methodist Church  
of Arroyo Grande 

 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library, Room #123      (CH)  Criswell Hall      
 (MMR) McMillen Room #113    (K) Kitchen             
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room Coffee Hour Today  

is hosted by 

 

COFFEE N’ ART SHOW 
  

 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

 

MARY-MARTHA-ESTHER CIRCLE 
 
 

     We thank you all for your         
service to our church! 

   

 SANCTUARY CLEANING FOR EASTER 
 

You are welcome to join us as we 
gather Thursday, April 11 at 9 a.m. 
for spring cleaning of the Sanctuary.  
Any time you might have to help is 
appreciated.       Plans are: 
 To clean and polish the wood-

work to make it look shiny again. 
 To clean out the hymnal and  

Bible racks of unwanted items. 
 To vacuum out the cracks along 

the seat cushions 
Cleaning supplies will be available. 
If you have a small hand vacuum you 
might bring, that would be great. 
Many hands make the time go faster 
to make things ready for Easter. 
   ~Judy Atwood 

                           
 WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                          OUR GIFTS 

 

           8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL           Weekly Offerings Budgeted:       $5,258  
    

Mar 10    52                 86              138            Mar 10   Received:   $4,566 
Mar 17    58         97             155  Mar 17   Received:   $3,016 
Mar 24   45          98               143 Mar 24    Received:  $2,325 
Mar 31    44                101               145 Mar 31     Received: $2, 997 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:     $210,340 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:              $209,571 
      
   Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30     

      

Order of WorshiP 

 

April 7, 2019                                                                                8:30 AM 
 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

       Gathering 
 
      
    INTROIT                                A New Hallelujah    
                
    WELCOMING OUR GUESTS 
       
    PRAISE SONGS                    Mighty to Save 
                                                        Breathe 
                                                      Above All 
 

    SHARING GOD’S PEACE     
            

    PRAYERS  OF THE PEOPLE                    
 

 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving           
  
   

         Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 

 

              
   SONG OF ILLUMINATION   Come Just As You Are 
      
   SCRIPTURE                   Isaiah 43 (selected verses),  

   Isaiah 55:1a, 6-9,  John 19:28-29 
          
 SERMON             NOURISHED BY WORDS OF GRACE: 
                                 “I thirst.” 
 
   OFFERING                Jesus Paid It All 

   COMMUNION                   Were You There 

   FINAL BLESSING                      God Is So Good 
  
 *CLOSING                                      Detour 

 
 
 
 
* Worshipers stand as able               

 

 

4th Annual AGUMCC Golf Tournament Saturday, May 18, 2019   
Monarch Dunes Challenge Course 

*Shot Gun Start at 9:30 AM   *  4 person Team Registration is $300.  *  Individual Regis-
tration per Golfer is $75.  * For more information: Call Maddy: 805-481-2223 

    ~ ~ Fundraiser for the AGUM Children’s Center ~ ~  

Coffee N’ Art Show Today 
Criswell Hall 

 9:30 am—1:00 pm 
 

 Come browse the art show after worship services 
while enjoying coffee and treats 

 Artists will show their work in oil, watercolor, and other media 
 See Leona Beerup demonstrate art on everyday objects 
 Some selected art will be for sale, with 50% proceeds to the church 

scholarship fund 

 

Caring Congregation Committee             

  

EASTER LILY DELIVERY 

Please sign up today at the Caring 
Congregation table to deliver an 
Easter lily to a shut-in.  In the past 
we have picked up the lilies on Palm 
Sunday and delivered them Easter 
week.  Our supplier is not able to get 
the lilies in until mid-week just      

before Easter.  You can 
pick up your Easter lily 
on Easter Sunday and    
deliver it during the 
week after Easter.  If you 
are unable to do that on 
Easter, please call the 

office for further information.  
Thanks for you willingness to partici-
pate  in this ministry.  ~ Pat Wiemers 

All are invited to the 
Lenten Study Classes 

Wednesdays at 5:30 PM  
Criswell Hall 

 

In Entering the     
Passion of  Jesus: A 
Beginner’s Guide to  
Holy Week,  biblical 
scholar  Amy-Jill 
Levine explores the 
biblical texts        
surrounding the 
Passion story.  
 
She shows us how the text raises 
ethical and spiritual questions , 
and looks at how we all face risk 
in our Christian experience. 

 

Books are available.  

Monday—4/8 

 Emergency Food Pantry -1 PM—CH 

 Quilting Class—McGuire—5:45 PM—CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—4/9 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM —CH  

 Sew n Sews + Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga —11 AM—CH  

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 Board of Trustees—7 PM—PS 
Wednesday—4/10 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 UMW Steering—9:30 AM—L 

 Lenten Study Class—5:30 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—4/11 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Easter Cleaning of Sanctuary—9 AM 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 Church Council—6:30 PM—MMR 
Friday—4/12 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 
Saturday—4/13 

 Nothing currently scheduled 
 

HAPPY  
ANNIVERSARY 

 

Chuck & Betty Ashton 
 

57 Years Today 

NEXT SUNDAY 
PALM SUNDAY 
APRIL 14  
Services 8:30 & 10:30 AM 
 

  MAUNDY THURSDAY 
  APRIL 18 
  Service 6:00 PM 

 
 
EASTER SUNDAY 
APRIL 21 
Services 8:30 & 10:30 AM 
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Isaiah 43 (selected verses) 

But now thus says the LORD, Do not fear, for I have             

redeemed you; I have called you by name, you 

are mine.  When you pass through the waters, I will be     

with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm 

you; For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,   

your Savior.   Because you are precious in my sight,   and 

honored, and I love you.   Do not fear, for I am with you.      

I will make a way in the wilderness  and rivers in the desert.  

You have burdened me with your sins; you have wearied 

me with your iniquities.  I am He  who blots out your       

transgressions for my own sake, and I will not remember 

your sins. 
 

Isaiah 55:1a, 6-9  
  

“Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; 

Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while   

he is near.  Let the wicked forsake their ways and the       

unrighteous their thoughts. Let them turn to the LORD,       

and he will have mercy on them, and to our God, for       

he will freely pardon.  

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 

ways my ways,” declares the LORD.  

“As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 

higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 

thoughts. 

 

John 19:28-29 
 

After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he 

said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” A jar full of 

sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of 

the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth.  

 
             Today’s Liturgist:  Barbara Reineke 

Order of WorshiP 

April 7, 2019                                                                                   10:30 AM  
  

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
  

CENTERING WORDS 
 

Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. 
I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. 

 

                                                    ---Isaiah 43:18-19 
 

    PRELUDE                             I Love You Lord               Laurie Klein 
        

    CHORAL INTROIT                Thy Lovingkindness                           
 

 *CALL TO WORSHIP     
 

 O God, you are my God, I seek you, 
      my soul thirsts for you; 
 So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, 
      beholding your power and glory. 
 Because your steadfast love is better than life, 
      my lips will praise you. 
 So I will bless you as long as I live; 
    I will lift up my hands and call on your name. 

 

 *OPENING HYMN         Let Us Break Bread Together                           No. 618 
 

   WELCOMING OUR GUESTS                                                 

 

   OPENING PRAYER 
                

Lead us, Lord, in this time of worship.  
Make our paths straight and your presence clear 
 that we might heed your invitation  
  to find joy in the wilderness.  
Guide us with renewed hope,  

that we may perceive the signs of life  
that spring forth from your creative love.  

With joy-filled trust, we pray.  Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                              Carolyn Russell 
     Jesus Loves Me (as children come and go)          

Nursery care is available 
Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers at this time. 

We welcome you to the First United Methodist Church of  Arroyo Grande    
and are happy that you have joined us here today. 

 

Please come to worship with us again soon.  

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library Rm  #123      (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room  #113   (K) Kitchen            
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

COFFEE N’ ART SHOW 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

 

MARY-MARTHA-ESTHER CIRCLE 
 

We thank you all for your         
service to our church! 

 

   A TIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER            
 

  Choral Call to Prayer           You Alone Are Holy                  TFWS #2077 
  Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer    
  Choral Response                  You Alone Are Holy                  TFWS #2077 
      
   SCRIPTURE            Isaiah 43 (selected verses) 
                             Isaiah 55:1a, 6-9 
                 John 19:28-29          
                    
   HYMN (remain seated)                You Who Are Thirsty      TFWS #2132  
   
   SERMON     NOURISHED BY WORDS OF GRACE: 
                  “I Thirst.” 

  

 After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished,  
he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.”  

                                                                  ---John 19:28 

  OFFERING 

     
   Invitation to the Offering 
 Offertory                    The Longer I Serve Him            William Gaither  
   *Doxology / Prayer of Dedication                                            

 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

  
  CHORAL ANTHEM     All Are Welcome at the Table           Mary McDonald 
 

  CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION         Hymnal, page 15 
 

 Communion Music   One Bread, One Body        John B. Foley SJ/arr. Mark Hayes 

                     

*CLOSING HYMN                     You Are Mine                       TFWS #2218 

 

*BENEDICTION  
 

 God leads us into a new day on a new path. 
We look ahead and see a new way. 

Christ travels this road with us. 
We go on this journey with Christ. 

God is doing great things for us. 
We go forth, rejoicing with hope. 
 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE          Thy Lovingkindness       

Thy lovingkindness is better than life. 
Thy lovingkindness is better than life. 

My lips shall praise Thee, thus will I bless Thee, 
I will lift up my hands unto the Lord. 

                      

  POSTLUDE                    My Faith Has Found a Resting Place                
           (Norwegian Folk Melody) arr. Tom Fettke 

 

*Worshipers stand as able 

 

© 2018  Mary Scifres for Mary Scifres Ministries. Permission granted for subscribers’ idea use in worship 
planning & study preparation.  For reprint requests, please contact  maryscifresministries@gmail.com  

Monday—4/8 

 Emergency Food Pantry -1 PM—CH 

 Quilting Class—McGuire—5:45 PM—CH 

 Women of Prayer—7 PM—S 
Tuesday—4/9 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM —CH  

 Sew n Sews + Knitters—9 AM—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga —11 AM—CH  

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 Board of Trustees—7 PM—PS 
Wednesday—4/10 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9 AM 

 UMW Steering—9:30 AM—L 

 Lenten Study Class—5:30 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal—7 PM—S 
Thursday—4/11 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Easter Cleaning of Sanctuary—9 AM 

 Intercessory Prayer—10 AM—L 

 Writing Class—1:30 PM—MMR 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5 PM—HR 

 Church Council—6:30 PM—MMR 
Friday—4/12 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L 
Saturday—4/13 

 Nothing currently scheduled 

HAPPY  
ANNIVERSARY 

 

Chuck & Betty Ashton 

57 Years Today 

  

                           
 WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                          OUR GIFTS 

 

           8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL           Weekly Offerings Budgeted:       $5,258  
    

Mar 10    52           86              138             Mar 10   Received:   $4,566 
Mar 17    58         97           155    Mar 17   Received:   $3,016 
Mar 24   45          98               143   Mar 24    Received:  $2,325 
Mar 31    44          101               145   Mar 31     Received: $2, 997 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:         $210,340 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:                  $209,571 
      
          Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30       

 
NEXT SUNDAY 
PALM SUNDAY 
APRIL 14  
Services 8:30 & 10:30 AM 
 
             

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
  APRIL 18 
  Service 6:00 PM 

 
EASTER SUNDAY 
APRIL 21 
Services 8:30 & 10:30 AM 

   

 SANCTUARY CLEANING FOR EASTER 
 

You are welcome to join us as we 
gather Thursday, April 11 at 9 a.m. 
for spring cleaning of the Sanctuary.  
Any time you might have to help is 
appreciated.       Plans are: 
 To clean and polish the wood-

work to make it look shiny again. 
 To clean out the hymnal and  

Bible racks of unwanted items. 
 To vacuum out the cracks along 

the seat cushions 
Cleaning supplies will be available. 
If you have a small hand vacuum you 
might bring, that would be great. 
Many hands make the time go faster 
to make things ready for Easter.  
       ~Judy Atwood 

Coffee N’ Art Show Today 
Criswell Hall 

 9:30 am—1:00 pm 
 

 Come browse the art show after worship services 
while enjoying coffee and treats 

 Artists will show their work in oil, watercolor, and other media 
 See Leona Beerup demonstrate art on everyday objects 
 Some selected art will be for sale, with 50% proceeds to the church 

scholarship fund 

 

Caring Congregation Committee  

            

 EASTER LILY DELIVERY 
Please sign up today at the Caring 
Congregation table to deliver an 
Easter lily to a shut-in.  In the past 
we have picked up the lilies on Palm 
Sunday and delivered them Easter 
week.  Our supplier is not able to get 
the lilies in until mid-week just      

before Easter.  You can 
pick up your Easter lily 
on Easter Sunday and    
deliver it during the 
week after Easter.  If you 
are unable to do that on 
Easter, please call the 

office for further information.  
Thanks for you willingness to partici-
pate  in this ministry.   
       ~ Pat Wiemers 

All are invited to the 
Lenten Study Classes 

Wednesdays at 5:30 PM  
Criswell Hall 

 

In Entering the     
Passion of  Jesus: A 
Beginner’s Guide to  
Holy Week,  biblical 
scholar  Amy-Jill 
Levine explores the 
biblical texts        
surrounding the 
Passion story.  
 
She shows us how the text raises 
ethical and spiritual questions , 
and looks at how we all face risk 
in our Christian experience. 

 

Books are available.  

4th Annual AGUMCC Golf Tournament Saturday, May 18, 2019  

 

Monarch Dunes Challenge Course 
*Shot Gun Start at 9:30 AM   *  4 person Team Registration is $300.  *  Individual Regis-
tration per Golfer is $75.  * For more information: Call Maddy: 805-481-2223  

 
~~ Fundraiser for the AGUM Children’s Center ~~ 

mailto:maryscifresministries@gmail.com

