
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday-Thursday from 9 AM – 1 PM  

 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM.    
We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for your 
family. 

Office Hours:  M—Th  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  fumcc@sbcglobal.net 

 
   
         
  

         
 

Luke 18: 9-14 

 

The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax-Collector 

 

He also told this parable to some who trusted in 

themselves that they were righteous and regarded 

others with contempt: ‘Two men went up to the   

temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax-

collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, was 

praying thus, “God, I thank you that I am not like    

other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like 

this tax-collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of 

all my income.” But the tax-collector, standing far   

off, would not even look up to heaven, but was 

beating his breast and saying, “God, be merciful to 

me, a sinner!” I tell you, this man went down to his 

home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt 

themselves will be humbled, but all who humble 

themselves will be exalted.’ 
 

     Today’s Liturgist: David Beard 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the  
First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande 

and are happy that you have joined us here today.  
 Please come to worship with us again soon.  

 
Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired):  Judy Atwood 
Lay Leader: Patti Melsheimer 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:  Jamie Foster 

 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director: 
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

8:30 AM  WORSHIP SERVICE   

SEPTEMBER 15, 2019 

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


 

 

 
First United Methodist Church  

of Arroyo Grande 
 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library, Room #123      (CH)  Criswell Hall      
 (MMR) McMillen Room #113    (K) Kitchen             
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

MARY-MARTHA-ESTHER CIRCLE 

 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

 

AGUM CHILDREN’S CENTER 

 

 We thank you all for your            
service to our church! 

      

Order of Worship 

 
September 15, 2019                                                                           8:30 AM   

14th Sunday after Pentecost  

           Gathering 
 
      
   HANDBELL INTROIT          A Gospel Hymn Ring                         Tammy Waldrop 

   WELCOMING OUR GUESTS 

   HANDBELL ANTHEM         Highland Cathedral    Julie Turner & Kevin McChesney  
 
   PRAISE SONGS       Open the Eyes of My Heart 
         Be the Strength of My Life 

  God of All Splendor 
                              
   SHARING GOD’S PEACE  
              

   PRAYERS  OF THE PEOPLE                    
 

 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 

Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 

 

              
   SONG OF ILLUMINATION  Bless the Lord Oh My Soul 
 
   SCRIPTURE                   Luke 18:9-14    
              
   SERMON                                 “LIVING PRAYER” 
 
   OFFERING             Trust and Obey 
 
   COMMUNION           I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 

   FINAL BLESSING              How I Love You Lord 
 

*CLOSING                                     I Saw the Light 

 
 
 
 
 
* Worshipers stand as able               

HOPE, JOY AND LOVE RISING !

 

 

                           

 WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                          OUR GIFTS 

 

           8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL           Weekly Offerings       Budgeted:    $5,519  
    

Aug 18   40    89        129   Aug 18 Received:   $3,671 
Aug 25  41    86        127    Aug 25 Received:   $2,476 
Sep   1   42    87        129  Sep   1 Received:     $8,885 
Sep  8   36            94        130  Sep   8   Received: $4,274 

 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:     $52,846 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:                    $52,264 

 

         Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30  

 

Happy Birthday to our father 

BOB ATWOOD 

on what would have been his 

100th Birthday 

September 14th
 

from Judy Atwood & Cristy Van Hook 

Monday—9/16 

 Deadline newsletter articles—9 AM 

 G. McGuire Quilting Class—5:45 PM —
CH  

 Women of Prayer—7:00 PM—S  
Tuesday—9/17 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM —CH  

 Sew n Sews + Knitters—9:00 AM               
—MMR 

 UMM Cabinet Meeting—10:30 AM—L 

 UMW Chair Yoga—11:00 AM—CH 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5:00 PM—HR 

 JOY Circle—7:00 PM—Member’s home 
Wednesday—9/18 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9:00 AM 

 Program Ministry —11:30 AM—L 

 Adult Bible Study—5:00 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal-6:30 PM—S 
Thursday—9/19 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 UMW Crafts Workshop—9:30 AM —
MMR 

 Intercessory Prayer—10:00 AM—L 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5:00 PM—HR 

 Church Council—6:30 PM—MMR 
Friday—9/20 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L  
Saturday—9/21 

 Nothing currently scheduled 

UMM  
         CABINET 
        MEETING 
 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 
10:30 AM, Church Library 

  

 Election of new officers—slate to be 
presented for election at meeting 

 Activities to set include pancake 
breakfast, meetings at Coco’s with 
speakers, taco buffet, adventure trips, 
BBQ, maybe others? 

 All are welcome! 

Ongoing Activities 
 

UMW  BOUTIQUE CRAFTS WORKSHOP meets Thursdays from 9:30 
to 12 noon in the McMillen Room.     We need those who sew—are 
handy with a sewing machine, needle, glue gun, or scissors. We 
have a place for you to come help create items for the Boutique to 
be held on November 2. We have so many ideas and just need help 
putting them together!  Come join us! 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 5:00 PM, Criswell Hall.              
The first series (9/4-10/9) is Stories Jesus Told: How to Read a  
Parable by Greg Carey.  We will explore six of Jesus’ parables to 
learn how to read, interpret and live them in your daily life.  A short 
synopsis of the sessions is found in the Castanet newsletter. Each 
session has a DVD.  Books are $15 each.  Facilitated by Judy Atwood 

         HURRICANE DORIAN: HOW YOU CAN HELP 
Giving: To help the recovery effort in the Bahamas, give     
to UMCOR International Disaster Response #982450. To 
help in the recovery along the U.S. coast, donate to     
UMCOR Domestic Disaster Response #901670. 

ALL CHURCH POTLUCK ON SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 29th  
TO CELEBRATE 135th ANNIVERSARY 

 

Program Ministry and Caring Congregation 
Committee have teamed for this occasion.   
On September 29th you are invited to celebrate 
with an all church potluck.  Please sign up for 
the potluck at the Program Ministry table in 
the narthex and indicate what you plan to 
bring.  

 

Caring Congregation is creating a TIME        
CAPSULE to be opened on the 150th                          

Anniversary.  Make suggestions or bring items 
that reflect your association with Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Church.  You can write about “the good old days”; church family 
members who influenced you; projects and programs you’ve been 
involved with;  ministries you’ve served in, ideas we hope to              
implement, and more.  Your time capsule contributions can be      
returned to the Caring Congregation table or at the potluck. 

     Today we  
welcome back  

Leonard Lutz and the                  
Grande Ringers  

            at both services.   
             The handbells will be  
             ringing on the third  
        Sundays of the month. 



First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday—Thursday from 9 AM to 1 PM 

Office E-mail:  fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary Birgelaitis: revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program tours are given by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday between 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM—
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Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
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Website Manager:    
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Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
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Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director:  
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 
 
AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

 

 

First United Methodist Church  

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Luke 18: 9-14 

 

The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax-Collector 

He also told this parable to some who trusted in 

themselves that they were righteous and regarded 

others with contempt: ‘Two men went up to the  

temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax-

collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, was 

praying thus, “God, I thank you that I am not like 

other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like 

this tax-collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tenth 

of all my income.” But the tax-collector, standing far 

off, would not even look up to heaven, but was 

beating his breast and saying, “God, be merciful to 

me, a sinner!” I tell you, this man went down to his 

home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt 

themselves will be humbled, but all who humble 

themselves will be exalted.’ 
                                                   
                 Today’s Liturgist: Cristy Van Hook 

OrdEr of WorshIP 

September 15, 2019                                                                                 10:30 AM 

    14th Sunday after Pentecost 

  

     CENTERING WORDS 
 

Searching, seeking, wondering, thinking… 
we come to find our God. 

Bring your questions and open your hearts, 

for God has invited us here. 

  
 

  PRELUDE                                 In Pastures Green                      Alexander Schreiner 

   
  BELL INTROIT                      A Gospel Hymn Ring             Tammy Waldrop 
                          

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

Come, disciples of Jesus. 
Rest in the arms of God’s love! 

Come, just as you are. 
Rest in the arms of God’s love!  
 

*OPENING HYMN               Blessed Assurance                               No. 369 
                          

  WELCOMING OUR GUESTS  
 

   OPENING PRAYER 
 

Merciful God, we come like sheep to the shepherd— 
some of us following meekly,  
some of us following bravely,  
some of us wandering alone.  

Gather us in.  
Make us one with you, 

and make us one with each other,  
through the power of your Holy Spirit.  Amen 

 

   CHILDREN’S MOMENT             Leonard Lutz 

 

                      Jesus Loves Me (as children come and go)        
 Nursery care is available.  Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers.  

 
   BELL ANTHEM               Highland Cathedral         Julie Turner & Kevin McChesney 

HOPE, JOY AND LOVE RISING !

In the name of Christ Jesus, we welcome you to the  
First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande 

and are happy that you have joined us here today.  
 Please come to worship with us again soon.  

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library Rm  #123      (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room  #113   (K) Kitchen            
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

 

                           

 WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                          OUR GIFTS 

 

           8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL           Weekly Offerings       Budgeted:    $5,519  
    

Aug 18  40             89        129       Aug 18  Received:   $3,671 
Aug 25 41   86   127     Aug 25  Received:   $2,476 
Sep  1  42          87             129  Sep    1  Received:    $8,885 
Sep  8       36   94   30             Sep  8   Received: $4,274 
 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:                             $52,846 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:                    $52,264 

                 

      Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30       

  A TIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER 

 Choral Call to Prayer          Do, Lord, Remember Me                No. 527 
 Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer 
 Choral Response                Do, Lord, Remember Me                      No. 527
  
  HYMN (remain seated)         Just as I Am, Without One Plea                  No. 357 
      

  SCRIPTURE         Luke 18:9-14         

            
  SERMON                                     “LIVING PRAYER”   
 
OFFERING 

                                                             
     Invitation to the Offering 
 Offertory                    Andante in F                 Louis Verne                  
   *Doxology / Prayer of Dedication                                            

 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

   
 *CLOSING HYMN                       Sweet House of Prayer                          No. 496 
            

*BENEDICTION 

  

Christ has welcomed us here. 
The Spirit sends us forth. 

God has called us to serve. 
Christ has shown us how. 

Go, servants of God.  
Love and serve the Lord! 

 

*CHORAL RESPONSE           Every Time I Feel the Spirit                         No. 404 
        

         (congregation sings refrain) 
 

      Every time I feel the Spirit moving in my heart, I will pray. 
Yes, every time I feel the Spirit moving in my heart, I will pray. 

                       
   POSTLUDE                               Grand Chorus                    Theodore Dubois 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Worshipers stand as able 

© 2018  Mary Scifres for Mary Scifres Ministries. Permission granted for subscribers’ idea use in worship 

planning & study preparation.  For reprint requests, please contact  maryscifresministries@gmail.com  

ALL CHURCH POTLUCK ON SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 29th  

TO CELEBRATE 135th ANNIVERSARY 

 

Program Ministry and Caring Congregation 
Committee have teamed for this occasion.    
On September 29th you are invited to celebrate 
with an all church potluck.  Please sign up for the 
potluck at the Program Ministry table in the nar-
thex and indicate what you plan to bring.  

 

Caring Congregation is creating a TIME CAPSULE 
to be opened on the 150th   Anniversary.  Make 
suggestions or bring items that reflect your association with Arroyo 
Grande United Methodist Church.  You can write about “the good old 
days”; church family members who influenced you; projects and      
programs you’ve been involved with;  ministries you’ve served in, ideas 
we hope to implement, and more.  Your time capsule contributions 
can be returned to the Caring Congregation table or at the potluck.           

 

Happy Birthday to our father 

BOB ATWOOD 

on what would have been his 

100th Birthday 

on September 14th 

 

~Judy Atwood & Cristy Van Hook 

 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

MARY-MARTHA-ESTHER CIRCLE 
 
 
 

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

AGUM CHILDREN’S CENTER 
 
 

We thank you all for your             
service to our church! 

 

Happy Birthday to our father 

BOB ATWOOD 

on what would have been his 

100th Birthday 

September 14th 

 

~Judy Atwood & Cristy Van Hook 

Monday—9/16 

 Deadline newsletter articles—9 AM 

 G. McGuire Quilting Class—5:45 PM—
CH  

 Women of Prayer—7:00 PM—S  
Tuesday—9/17 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM —CH  

 Sew n Sews + Knitters—9:00 AM               
—MMR 

 UMM Cabinet Meeting—10:30 AM—L 

 UMW Chair Yoga—11:00 AM—CH 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5:00 PM—HR 

 JOY Circle—7:00 PM—Member’s home 
Wednesday—9/18 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9:00 AM 

 Program Ministry —11:30 AM—L 

 Adult Bible Study—5:00 PM—CH 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal-6:30 PM—S 
Thursday—9/19 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 UMW Crafts Workshop—9:30 AM —
MMR 

 Intercessory Prayer—10:00 AM—L 

 Handbell Rehearsal—5:00 PM—HR 

 Church Council—6:30 PM—MMR 
Friday—9/20 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L  
Saturday—9/21 

 Nothing currently scheduled 

 
  UMM  
  CABINET 
  MEETING 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 
10:30 AM, Church Library 

  

 Election of new officers—slate will 
be presented for election at mtg 

 Activities to set include pancake 
breakfast, meetings at Coco’s with 
speakers, taco buffet, adventure 
trips, BBQ, maybe others? 

 All are welcome! 

      
      Today we  
            welcome back  

Leonard Lutz and the                  
       Grande Ringers  

            at both services.   
             The handbells will be  
             ringing on the third  

                Sundays of the month. 

         HURRICANE DORIAN: HOW YOU CAN HELP 
Giving: To help the recovery effort in the Bahamas, give     
to UMCOR International Disaster Response #982450. To 
help in the recovery along the U.S. coast, donate to     
UMCOR Domestic Disaster Response #901670. 

Ongoing Activities 
 

UMW  BOUTIQUE CRAFTS WORKSHOP meets Thursdays from 9:30 
to 12 noon in the McMillen Room.     We need those who sew—are 
handy with a sewing machine, needle, glue gun, or scissors. We 
have a place for you to come help create items for the Boutique to 
be held on November 2. We have so many ideas and just need help 
putting them together!  Come join us! 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 5:00 PM, Criswell Hall.                 
The first series (9/4-10/9) is Stories Jesus Told: How to Read a  
Parable by Greg Carey.  We will explore six of Jesus’ parables to  
learn how to read, interpret and live them in your daily life.  A short 
synopsis of the sessions is found in the Castanet newsletter. Each 
session has a DVD.  Books are $15 each.  Facilitated by Judy Atwood 

mailto:maryscifresministries@gmail.com

