
First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday-Thursday from 9 AM – 1 PM  

 
On The Web @ worshipweekly.com 
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail:  revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program Tours Daily by appointment ONLY on Mon-
day through Friday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 3:30 PM - 
4:30 PM.    
We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for your 
family. 

Office Hours:  M—Th  from  9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   

  
 

ISAIAH 2:1-5 

 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz  saw concerning Judah         

and Jerusalem.

 
MATTHEW 24:36-44 
 

 “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the 

angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  For as 
the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of 

Man.  For as in those days before the flood they were eat-
ing and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the 

day Noah entered the ark,  and they knew nothing until the 
flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the 

coming of the Son of Man.  Then two will be in the field; 
one will be taken and one will be left.  Two women will be 

grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be 
left.  Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what 

day  your Lord is coming.  But understand this: if the owner 
of the house had known in what part of the night the thief 

was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not 
have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must 

be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected 

hour.     

       Today’s Liturgist: Joe Brown 

In days to come 

    the mountain of the LORD’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

    and shall be raised above the hills; 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
 
    Many peoples shall come and say, 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

    to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways 

    and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 

    and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
He shall judge between the nations, 

    and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
  they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

    and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
    neither shall they learn war any more. 

O house of Jacob,   
   come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 

 
Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired):  Judy Atwood 
Lay Leader: Patti Melsheimer 
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:  Jamie Foster 

 
Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director: 
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 

AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 
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First United Methodist Church  

of Arroyo Grande 
 

Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library, Room #123      (CH)  Criswell Hall      
 (MMR) McMillen Room #113    (K) Kitchen             
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

 

PROGRAM MINISTRY 

    

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 
 

 

 We thank you all for your            
service to our church! 

      

Order of Worship 

 
December 1, 2019                                                                            8:30 AM   

First Sunday of Advent 
  
   

                 
        Gathering 
     
 
   OPENING PRAISE                   Sing to the King 

              
   WELCOMING OUR GUESTS 

   PRAISE SONGS                             Forever 
                 Go Tell It on the Mountain 
              Light of the Stable 
                             
   SHARING GOD’S PEACE  
              

   PRAYERS  OF THE PEOPLE                    
 

 Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 

Sharing and Responding to God’s Word 
 

 

   SONG OF ILLUMINATION  Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
 
   SCRIPTURE                    Isaiah 2:1-5 
    Matthew 24:36-44    
                                                   
   SERMON                             MANAGING CHRISTMAS:       Rev. Mary Birgelaitis 
        “Prepare!”    
  
   OFFERING                      Open the Eyes of My Heart 
 
   COMMUNION                  Create in Me a Clean Heart 
 
   FINAL BLESSING                          King of Kings 

   CLOSING                                    My Lighthouse 

 
 
 
 
* Worshipers stand as able  

HOPE, JOY AND LOVE RISING !

 

Monday—12/2   

 McGuire Quilting Class-5:45 PM-CH 
Tuesday— 12/3 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Sew n Sews + Knitters—9:00 AM               
—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga—11:00 AM—CH 

 Bell Rehearsal—5:00 PM—HR 

Wednesday—12/4 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9:00 AM 

 Bible Study-on break until January 
Thursday—12/5 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer —10 AM—L 

 Bell Rehearsal—5:00 PM—HR    
Friday—12/6 

 AGUMCC Spirit Day 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L  

 AGUMCC Closed—3:30 PM 

 AGUMCC Staff Development—      
3:30 PM—MMR 

Saturday—12/7 

 Nothing currently scheduled 

 

Please consider your Church 
when doing your year end tax 
planning. 
You may gain significant tax       
advantages on required IRA         
distributions done 
directly to a charity 
or donating          
appreciated stock   
directly to a charity.  
Please consult your 
tax advisor for details.  

  

Donations to our Church may be 
made to the  general fund or one 
of the endowment funds.   
Endowments are gifts that keep 
on giving, year after year.  
 

    ~Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer 

PROGRAM MINISTRY 
Program Ministry is happy to accom-
modate events that have a fee associat-
ed with them.  Joe Brown has designed, 
built and attached to our table a      
RESERVATION  BOX.  If you sign up for 
an event, please continue to use the 
sign-up sheet. If there is a fee associat-
ed with the event, please: 
 Put the event name, date of event, 

and your name on the front of a 
small envelope.  

 Put your cash or check inside the     
envelope and remember to seal it.  

 Put the envelope in the RESERVA-
TION BOX  to reserve your space.  

Please take a moment to review your 
personal calendar to ensure you are 
able to make the reservation.  We have 
had a few people sign up and pay and 

not attend; tickets had already been 
purchased by Program Ministry and, 
once purchased, cannot be refunded. 
 

Below are a few of the exciting events 
coming up.  Check the Program         
Ministry table for more! 
 

Oso Flaco Lake Walk (Dec. 4, 2 mile 
walk; 1 PM meet at church to carpool); 
Christmas Extravaganza at FUMCAG  

Celebrating the birth of Jesus  
with music, poems, skits and song.   
Admission is free.  (Dec. 13, 7 PM, 
Criswell Hall, sponsored by Program 
Ministry, no reservation necessary); 
Clark Center Christmas Event (Dec. 15, 

4 PM, $7).  Dennis Eiler will be the 
event pianist and our Handbell Choir 
will also perform.  Sign up at our table 
in the narthex.    

The 

Angel 

Tree  
*The Angel Tree is here!  
*Gifts are for foster children and    
other needy children in SLO County.  
*Children’s names are provided by 
Social Workers and Eligibility Staff 
from SLO Dept. of Social Services. 
*Directions for the gift tags will be on 
a table where the Angel Tree is set up. 
*Deadline to bring gifts: Dec.  20! 
*Thank you all again for your gener-
ous giving spirit to help these children 
in need, especially at Christmas! 
   ~ Jan Treat 

                           

 WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                          OUR GIFTS  

           8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL          Weekly Offerings       Budgeted:    $5,519  
Nov  3 51     98         149                Nov  3      Received:  $14,883 
Nov 10  51         89         140       Nov 10      Received:     $7,322 
Nov 17 44     95         139    Nov 17      Received:    $4,233 
Nov 24 49     86         135    Nov 24     Received:    $9,446 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:                                   $115,904 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:                            $125,107  
 Thanksgiving Budgeted:  $2,200 
 Thanksgiving Received:  $1,555                                        
            Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30    

AGUMCC is selling  
  

for the Holidays 
 

 
 
This fundraiser is to provide  
professional  growth                                
opportunities for our teachers.  

 

Orders and money are due by 
Tuesday, December 3rd. The    
candy will be ready for pick up 
Friday, December 13th.  

 

To place an order, please see me 
between services in Criswell Hall 
on Sundays Nov. 24th and Dec. 1st. 
                  

 ~ Maddy Quaglino, Director 
                      AGUM Children’s Center 

IN HONOR OF 

CLAIRE ROHLA’S 

FIRST BIRTHDAY 

      

from the Rohla Family 

TODAY, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1 

 

 

Members of THE GRANDE RINGERS, 
our church handbell choir, 

and CROSS TRAFFIC, a local vocal group, 
perform at CONCERT IN THE PARK 

 

Rotary Bandstand in Arroyo Grande 
Time:  3:00 PM 



First United Methodist Church 
of Arroyo Grande 
275 North Halcyon Road 
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420 
 

Contact us. 
Church Office:   805 . 481 . 2692 
Church Office Open: 
Monday—Thursday from 9 AM to 1 PM 

Office E-mail:  fumcag@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Mary Birgelaitis: revmaryb@fumcag.org 

 

Arroyo Grande United Methodist 
Children’s Center 
Program tours are given by appointment ONLY on Monday 
through Friday between 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM—
3:30 PM.   We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit 
for your family.  
 

Office Hours:  M—F from 9 AM—5 PM  
Office:  805 . 481 . 2223   
E-mail:  agumcc@sbcglobal.net 

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop: 
 Grant  J. Hagiya  
North District Superintendent:   
 Rev. James Powell 
Senior Pastor:  
 Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis 
Missionary (retired): Judy Atwood 
Lay Leader: Patti Melsheimer  
Church Office Administrator: 
 Frances Robertson 
Website Manager:    
 Jamie Foster 
 

Choir Director:  Julie Burns 
Choral Pianist:  Dennis Eiler 
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark 
Handbell Choir Director:   
 Leonard Lutz 
Multi-Media Director:  
 Duncan Leonard 
Children’s Education Director: TBS 
 
AG UM Children’s Center  
Director:  Madrigal Quaglino 
(805) 481-2223 

 

 

First United Methodist Church  
 

ISAIAH 2:1-5 
 

 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz  saw concerning Judah    

and Jerusalem.

 
 

MATTHEW 24:36-44 
 
 

 “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  For as 

the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of 
Man.  For as in those days before the flood they were eating 

and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day 

Noah entered the ark,  and they knew nothing until the 
flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the 

coming of the Son of Man.  Then two will be in the field; 
one will be taken and one will be left.  Two women will be 

grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be 
left.  Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what 

day  your Lord is coming.  But understand this: if the owner 
of the house had known in what part of the night the thief 

was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not 
have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must 

be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected 
hour.     
 

              Today’s Liturgist:  RoseAnn Steiner 

In days to come 

    the mountain of the LORD’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

    and shall be raised above the hills; 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
 
    Many peoples shall come and say, 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

    to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways 

    and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 

    and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
He shall judge between the nations, 

    and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
  they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

    and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
    neither shall they learn war any more. 

O house of Jacob,   
   come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 

OrdEr of WorshIP 

December 1, 2019                                                                                10:30 AM 
         First Sunday of Advent 

 
         CENTERING WORDS 

 

We wait for peace. We wait for joy. 
We wait for God. 

With hope and love, Advent calls us to wait. 
                 

   

  PRELUDE                                         Out of the East                            Harry Noble

                          
  INTROIT                                  People Look East              Trad. French Carol 

    
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

We know what time it is— 
the moment to wake from sleep. 
  We awaken to greet the day, 
  yearning for God’s peace on this earth. 
Let us lay down our swords 
and put aside all works of darkness. 
  Let us walk in the light 
  and live as peacekeepers. 
Let us worship our God 
as expectant believers. 
  We worship with joy, 
  knowing Christ will come! 
 

*OPENING HYMN     O Come, O Come Emmanuel  verses 1,2,6 &7            No. 211
        

  WELCOMING OUR GUESTS  
 

  OPENING PRAYER 
 

 Holy one, we wait and hope for your peace. 
 We live in the promise of your love. 
    As the days darken and the nights lengthen, 
   light our way with your promised presence. 
    Prepare us to celebrate your birth, 
       and guide us to create your kingdom on earth. 
       In hopeful expectation we pray.  Amen 
 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                     Carolyn Russell 

 

                      Jesus Loves Me (as children come and go)        
 Nursery care is available.  Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers. 

  

HOPE, JOY AND LOVE RISING !

mailto:fumcag@sbcglobal.net


Abbreviation Legend  

(S) Sanctuary       (PL)  Parking Lot  
 (L) Library Rm  #123      (CH)  Criswell Hall      

 (MMR) McMillen Room  #113   (K) Kitchen            
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room 

 

                           

 WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                            OUR GIFTS  

           8:30 AM    10:30 AM  TOTAL          Weekly Offerings       Budgeted:    $5,519  
Nov  3 51   98   149             Nov  3   Received:  $14,883 
Nov 10  51            89             140         Nov 10    Received:   $7,322 
Nov 17 44   95             139      Nov 17    Received:   $4,233 
Nov 24 49             86             135      Nov 24    Received:    $9,446 
 

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:                       $115,904 
Fiscal Year to Date Received:                                $125,107  
 Thanksgiving Budgeted:  $2,200 
 Thanksgiving Received:  $1,555                                                    
     Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30       

Coffee Hour Today  
is hosted by 

PROGRAM MINISTRY 

  

Next Week’s Coffee Hour  
will be hosted by 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Thank you all for your             
service to our church! 

 

Please consider your Church 
when doing your year end tax 
planning. 
You may gain significant tax       
advantages on required IRA         
distributions done 
directly to a charity 
or donating          
appreciated stock   
directly to a charity.  
Please consult your 
tax advisor for details.  

  

Donations to our Church may be 
made to the  general fund or one 
of the endowment funds.   
Endowments are gifts that keep 
on giving, year after year.  
 

     ~Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer 

    
   A TIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER  
  
  Choral Call to Prayer                Emmanuel, Emmanuel                 No. 204 
 Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer 
 Choral Response                 Emmanuel, Emmanuel                 No. 204 
 

  SPECIAL MUSIC                              Emmanuel Medley 
            Dennis Eiler, pianist 
                  Brad Bettencourt, organist 
                     
  SCRIPTURE                             Isaiah 2:1-5 
                         Matthew 24:36-44 
 
  HYMN (remain seated        Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                  No. 196 
                  
  SERMON                             MANAGING CHRISTMAS:     Rev. Mary Birgelaitis 
                         “Prepare!”          
  OFFERING 

                                                           

     Invitation to the Offering 
    Offertory                       As Lately We Watched         19th Century Austrian Carol                                                
*   Prayer of Dedication                                            

 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

                                                                                
  SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION                                  Hymnal, Page 115 

 Communion Music             Breath of Heaven                Amy Grant/Chris Eaton 

*CLOSING HYMN             Hail to The Lord’s Anointed                          No. 203 

 

*BENEDICTION 
 

  Go in peace, for the God of peace goes before us. 
 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE     Emmanuel, Emmanuel             No. 204 

        
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel. 

God with us, revealed in us, his name is called Emmanuel. 
 

  POSTLUDE                     Masters in This Hall          Trad. English Carol 

  

 

` 

 

 

 

*Worshipers stand as able 

 2018  Mary Scifres for Mary Scifres Ministries. Permission granted for subscribers’ idea use in worship planning 

& study preparation.  For reprint requests, please contact  maryscifresministries@gmail.com  

PROGRAM MINISTRY 
Program Ministry is happy to accom-
modate events that have a fee associat-
ed with them.  Joe Brown has designed, 
built and attached to our table a      
RESERVATION  BOX.  If you sign up for 
an event, please continue to use the 
sign-up sheet. If there is a fee associat-
ed with the event, please: 
 Put the event name, date of event, 

and your name on the front of a 
small envelope.  

 Put your cash or check inside the     
envelope and remember to seal it.  

 Put the envelope in the RESERVA-
TION BOX  to reserve your space.  

Please take a moment to review your 
personal calendar to ensure you are 
able to make the reservation.  We have 
had a few people sign up and pay and 

not attend; tickets had already been 
purchased by Program Ministry and, 
once purchased, cannot be refunded. 
 

Below are a few of the exciting events 
coming up.  Check the Program         
Ministry table for more! 
 

Oso Flaco Lake Walk (Dec. 4, 2 mile 
walk; 1 PM meet at church to carpool); 
Christmas Extravaganza at FUMCAG  

Celebrating the birth of Jesus  
with music, poems, skits and song.   
Admission is free.  (Dec. 13, 7 PM, 
Criswell Hall, sponsored by Program 
Ministry, no reservation necessary); 
Clark Center Christmas Event (Dec. 15, 

4 PM, $7).  Dennis Eiler will be the 
event pianist and our Handbell Choir 
will also perform.  Tickets still available. 
Sign up at our table in the narthex.    

The 

Angel 

Tree  
*The Angel Tree is in the narthex. 
*Gifts are for foster children and    
other needy children in SLO County.  
*Children’s names are provided by 
Social Workers and Eligibility Staff 
from SLO Dept. of Social Services. 
*Directions for the gift tags will be on 
a table where the Angel Tree is set up. 
*Deadline to bring gifts: Dec. 20!
*Thank you all again for your gener-
ous giving spirit to help these children 
in need, especially at Christmas! 
       ~ Jan Treat 

AGUMCC is selling  
  

for the Holidays. 
 

 
 
This fundraiser is to provide    pro-
fessional  growth  
opportunities for our teachers.   

  

Orders and money are due by 
Tuesday,   December 3rd. The can-
dy will be ready for pick up Friday, 
December 13th.  

 

To place an order, please see me 
between services in Criswell Hall 
on Sundays Nov. 24th and Dec. 1st. 
 
     ~ Maddy Quaglino, Director
   AGUM Children’s Center 

IN HONOR OF 

CLAIRE ROHLA’S 

FIRST BIRTHDAY 

      

from the Rohla Family 

Monday—12/2   

 McGuire Quilting Class-5:45 PM-CH 
Tuesday— 12/3 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Sew n Sews + Knitters—9:00 AM               
—MMR 

 UMW Chair Yoga—11:00 AM—CH 

 Bell Rehearsal—5:00 PM—HR 

Wednesday—12/4 

 Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Church Work Day—9:00 AM 

 Bible Study-on break until January 
Thursday—12/5 

  Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH 

 Intercessory Prayer —10 AM—L 

 Bell Rehearsal—5;00 PM—HRn  
Friday—12/6 

 AGUMCC Spirit Day 

 Bible Study—8:30 AM—L  

 AGUMCC Closed—3:30 PM 

 AGUMCC Staff Development—      
3:30 PM—MMR 

Saturday—12/7 

 Nothing currently scheduled 
 
 

TODAY, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1 

 

 

Members of THE GRANDE RINGERS, 
our church handbell choir, 

and CROSS TRAFFIC, a local vocal group, 
perform at CONCERT IN THE PARK 

 

Rotary Bandstand in Arroyo Grande 
Time:  3:00 PM 

mailto:maryscifresministries@gmail.com

