4 Today’s.

ISAIAH 35:1-4 Scripture
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,

the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly,

and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,

the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the LORD,

the majesty of our God.
Strengthen the weak hands,

and make firm the feeble knees.
Say to those who are of a fearful heart,

Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.

He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.

He will come and save you.

Luke 1:46b-55

And Mary said,
‘My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.’

Today’s Liturgist: Elwood Hyden
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We welcome you to the First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande
and are happy that you have joined us here today.

Please come to worship with us again soon.

First United Methodist Church

of Arroyo Grande

275 North Halcyon Road
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420

Hope, Joy & Love Rising

Contact us.

Church Office: 805.481.2692
Church Office Open:
Monday-Thursday from 9 AM -1 PM

On The Web @ worshipweekly.com
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net
Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis E-mail: revmaryb@fumcag.org

Arroyo Grande United Methodist
Children’s Center

Program Tours Daily
day through Friday

by appointment ONLY on Mon-
9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 3:30 PM -

4:30 PM.
We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit for your
family.
Office Hours: M—Th from 9 AM—s5 PM
Office: 805.481.2223
© Our

=CHURig ks

Choir Director: Julie Burns
Choral Pianist: Dennis Eiler

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop:
Grant J. Hagiya

North District Superintendent: Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark
Rev. James Powell Handbell Choir Director:
Senior Pastor: Leonard Lutz

Multi-Media Director:
Duncan Leonard
Children’s Education Director: TBS

Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis
Missionary (retired): Judy Atwood
Lay Leader: Patti Melsheimer
Church Office Administrator: AG UM Children’s Center

Frances Robertson Director: Madrigal Quaglino
Website Manager: Jamie Foster (805) 481-2223

8:30 AM WORSHIP SERVICE
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First Unrted Methodist Church
e of Arroyo Grande
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

December 15, 2019 8:30 AM
Third Sunday of Advent

Gathering

BELL INTROIT

What is This Lovely Fragrance arr. Linda Lamb

WELCOMING OUR GUESTS

BELL ANTHEM Mary Had a Baby arr. John A. Behnke
PRAISE SONGS Rock of Ages
Little Drummer Boy
Hark the Herald Angels

SHARING GOD’S PEACE

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving

Sharing and Responding to God’s Word

SONG OF ILLUMINATION Go Tell It on the Mountain

SCRIPTURE Isaiah 35:1-4
Luke 1:46b-55
SERMON MANAGING CHRISTMAS: Rev. Mary Birgelaitis
“Follow Your Bliss!”
OFFERING On Bended Knee
COMMUNION Mary Did You Know

FINAL BLESSING Instruments of Peace

CLOSING He Came Down

* Worshipers stand as able

ol 2 2 2 2 2 2

Join us. /ar

Coffee

L 274

Coffee Hour Today

is hosted by " ‘_, ?

MARY MARTHA ESTHER CIRCLE

Abbreviation Legend
(S) Sanctuary  (PL) Parking Lot
(L) Library, Room #123  (CH) Criswell Hall
(MMR) McMillen Room #113  (K) Kitchen
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room

THE WEEK AHEAD

Next Week’s Coffee Hour
Monday—12/16

will be hosted by o Newsletter Deadline-church office
ALL CHURCH SUNDAY e McGuire Quilting Class-5:45 PM-CH
Tuesday— 12/17

We thank you a”for your e  Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH

ice t h hi e Sew n Sews + Knitters—9:00 AM
Service 1o our cnurcn! —MMR

UMM Cabinet—10:30 AM—CH
UMW Chair Yoga—11:00 AM—CH
Bell Rehearsal—5:00 PM—HR
JOY Circle—7 PM—member’s home
Wednesday—12/18

Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH
Church Work Day—9:00 AM

Altﬁl’ FIOWGYS e UMW Steering—11 AM—Library

-t \@ﬁf v >
- f ,/'// @ _.//'/:

Bible Study-on break until January
Chancel Choir Rehearsal—6:30 PM-S
Thursday—12/19
Angel Tree Gift Deadline today
Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH
Intercessory Prayer —10 AM—L
Bell Rehearsal—5:00 PM—HR
Church Council—6:30 PM—MMR
Friday—12/20
e Bible Study—8:30 AM—L
Saturday—12/21
e Nothing currently scheduled
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TODAY DECEMBER 15, 4:00 PM

Please consider your Church

, CLARK CENTER % &
wher: d0|r\g your year end CHRISTMAS ’
tax planning. SING ALONG
You may gain significant tax ¥ 3

advantages on required IRA
distributions done directly to
a charity or donating appreciated stock
directly to a charity. Please consult your
tax advisor for details.

¢ Tickets purchased through
Program Ministry are all sold.
¢ If you'd like to attend but do
not have tickets, call the
Box Office to see if any are
Donations to our Church may be made available: 805-489-9444.
to the general fund or one of the en- ¢ Dennis Eiler is the event pianist.
dowment funds. Endowments are gifts ¢ Our Handbell Choir is

that keep on giving, year after year. ’ also performing.

~Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer H Kk kK ok ok ok ko ok ok

Christmas Eve Service

Tuesoay A Service
December of
24th Scripture
F.00 P.M. Carols
Sanctunry candlelight

First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande

The Remember to bring
canned and non-perish-
Angel

able food items to place
in the 5 Cities Christian
Tree Women’s Food Pantry
basket in our Narthex.

*The Angel Tree is in the narthex.
*Gifts are for foster children and
other needy children in SLO County.
*Children’s names are provided by
Social Workers and Eligibility Staff
from SLO Dept. of Social Services.
*Deadline to bring unwrapped gifts
to church office has moved up:
NOW THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19.
*Thank you all again for your gener-
ous giving spirit to help these children
in need, especially at Christmas!

For those in need
in our community.

FEED HE
HUNGRY

Suggestions for food items are
found on page 11 of our
December Castanet newsletter.

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE OUR GIFTS
8:30 AM 10:30 AM TOTAL Weekly Offerings  Budgeted: $5,519
Nov 17 44 95 139 Nov17 Received: $4,233
Nov 24 49 86 135 Nov 24 Received: $9,446
Dec 1 43 78 121 Dec 1  Received: $13,971
Dec 8 43 80 1230 Dec 8 Received: $7,532
Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving: $126,942
Fiscal Year to Date Received: $146,010
Thanksgiving Budgeted: $2,200
Thanksgiving Received: $2,247
Christmas Budgeted: $8,000
Christmas Received: $929

Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30




) Today's

ISAIAH 35:1-4 Scripture

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;

like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly,
and rejoice with joy and singing.

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.

They shall see the glory of the LORD,
the majesty of our God.

Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.

Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
Be strong, do not fear!

Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,

with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.

Luke 1:46b-55

And Mary said,
‘My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.’

Today’s Liturgist: David Beaman
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We welcome you to the First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande
and are happy that you have joined us here today.

Please come to worship with us again soon.

First United Methodist Church

of Arroyo Grande Hope, Joy & Love
275 North Halcyon Road
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420

Rising

Contact us.

Church Office: 805.481.2692
Church Office Open:
Monday—Thursday from 9 AM to 1 PM
Office E-mail: fumcag@sbcglobal.net
Rev. Mary Birgelaitis: revmaryb@fumcag.org

Arroyo Grande United Methodist
Children’s Center

Program tours are given by appointment ONLY on Monday
through Friday between 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM or 2:30 PM—
3:30 PM. We invite you to visit and see if we are a good fit
for your family.

Office Hours: M—F from 9 AM—s5 PM
Office: 805.481.2223
E-mail: agumcc@sbcglobal.net

Choir Director: Julie Burns
Choral Pianist: Dennis Eiler
Praise Team Leader: Mike Clark
Handbell Choir Director:
Leonard Lutz
Multi-Media Director:
Duncan Leonard
Children’s Education Director: TBS

Cal-Pac Conference Bishop:

Grant J. Hagiya
North District Superintendent:

Rev. James Powell
Senior Pastor:

Rev. Mary B. Birgelaitis
Missionary (retired): Judy Atwood
Lay Leader: Patti Melsheimer
Church Office Administrator:

Frances Robertson
Website Manager:

Jamie Foster

AG UM Children’s Center
Director: Madrigal Quaglino
(805) 481-2223

HOPE, JOY AND LOVE RISING !

First Unite_d-"Tﬁ‘ethodist’ Church
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

December 15, 2019 10:30 AM
Third Sunday of Advent

ol

CENTERING WORDS

Deserts bloom with life.
The fearful find their strength.
In Christ, we are surprised by joy.

PRELUDE The First Noel

INTROIT Joy to the World
What is This Lovely Fragrance?

arr. Joel Raney
arr. Linda Lamb

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Come onto the highway of Christ,
a holy way in the wilderness of life.
Look for the presence of joy,
a gift of glory and majesty.
Return to God’s love,
where we shall know no fear.
Come with hearts full of song,
for sorrow and sighing have fled.
Here and now, we will find joy and gladness!

*OPENING HYMN There’s a Song in the Air No. 249

WELCOMING OUR GUESTS

OPENING PRAYER

As the days darken and the winter winds blow,
help us, O Promised One, to keep you in our vision.
Surprise us with joy!
Lift our hearts to look and see your blessed presence.
Let us not lose sight of the promise you bring in this season.
Let your light shine in the darkness for all to see.
Shine through us with your promise.
Live through us with your strength.
And love through us with your mercy,
that we might be messengers of joy and love. Amen.

HANDBELL ANTHEM Mary Had a Baby arr. John A. Behnke

CHILDREN’S MOMENT Carolyn Russell

Away in a Manger (as children come and go)
Nursery care is available. Children ages K-6 are dismissed with their teachers.
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A TIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER

Choral Call to Prayer Star-Child TFWS #2095
Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer
Choral Response Star-Child TFWS #2095
SCRIPTURE Isaiah 35:1-4
Luke 1:46b-55
HYMN (remain seated Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming No. 216

SERMON MANAGING CHRISTMAS:

“Follow Your Bliss!!”

Rev. Mary Birgelaitis
OFFERING

Invitation to the Offering
Offertory
Prayer of Dedication

Adagio

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*CLOSING HYMN Angels We Have Heard on High No. 238
*BENEDICTION

Go forth in hope.

Go forth in peace.

Go forth in love for the world.
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE Joy to the World No. 246

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King;
let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.
POSTLUDE Joy to the World

arr. Virgil Fox

aloppy S week o6 Ay, .z

*Worshipers stand as able

2018 Mary Scifres for Mary Scifres Ministries. Permission granted for subscribers’ idea use in worship planning
& study preparation. For reprint requests, please contact maryscifresministries@gmail.com

Jain us for..

Coffee _
/BT
Coffee Hour Today
is hosted by
MARY MARTHA ESTHER CIRCLE
Next Week’s Coffee Hour

will be hosted by
ALL CHURCH SUNDAY

Thank you all for your
service to our church!

Altar Flowers
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Please consider your Church
when doing your year end
tax planning.

You may gain significant tax
advantages on required IRA
distributions done directly to
a charity or donating appreciated stock
directly to a charity. Please consult your
tax advisor for details.

Donations to our Church may be made
to the general fund or one of the en-
dowment funds. Endowments are gifts
that keep on giving, year after year.

~Joel Anderson, Acting Treasurer

Abbreviation Legend
(S) Sanctuary  (PL) Parking Lot
(L) Library Rm #123  (CH) Criswell Hall
(MMR) McMillen Room #113 (K) Kitchen
(PS) Pastor’s Study (HR) Handbell Room

THE WEEK AHEAD

Monday—12/16

o Newsletter Deadline-church office
e  McGuire Quilting Class-5:45 PM-CH
Tuesday— 12/17

e Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH

e Sew n Sews + Knitters—9:00 AM
—MMR

UMM Cabinet—10:30 AM—L
UMW Chair Yoga—11:00 AM—CH
Bell Rehearsal—5:00 PM—HR
JOY Circle—7 PM—member’s home
Wednesday—12/18

e Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH

e  Church Work Day—9:00 AM

e  Bible Study-on break until January
e Chancel Choir Rehearsal-6:30 PM-S
Thursday—12/19

Angel Tree Gift Deadline today
Senior Exercise—8:30 AM—CH
Intercessory Prayer —10 AM—L
Bell Rehearsal—5:00 PM—HR
Church Council—6:30 PM—MMR
Friday—12/20

e Bible Study—8:30 AM—L
Saturday—12/21

e Nothing currently scheduled
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CLARK CENTER
CHRISTMAS
SING ALONG

TODAY DECEMBER 15, 4:00 PM
¢ Tickets purchased
through Program

-V
2
&
Ministry are all sold.

¢ If you'd like to attend but do
not have tickets, call the Box
Office to see if any are availa-
ble: 805-489-9444.
¢ Dennis Eiler is the event pianist.
¢ Our Handbell Choir is
J also performing.
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Christmas Eve Service

Tuesoay A Service
December of
24th Scripture
F.00 P.M. Carols
Sanctunry candlelight

First United Methodist Church of Arroyo Grande

Remember to bring
canned and non-perish-
able food items to place
in the 5 Cities Christian
Women'’s Food Pantry
basket in our Narthex.

The

*The Angel Tree is in the narthex.
*Gifts are for foster children and
other needy children in SLO County.
*Children’s names are provided by
Social Workers and Eligibility Staff
from SLO Dept. of Social Services. *.
*Deadline to bring unwrapped gifts
to church office has moved up:
NOW THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19.
* Thank you all again for your gener-
ous giving spirit to help these children
in need, especially at Christmas!
~Jan Treat

For those in need
n our community.

(= L.
FEED THE
HUNGRY
Suggestions for food items are

found on page 11 of our
December Castanet newsletter.

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
8:30 AM 10:30 AM TOTAL

OUR GIFTS

Weekly Offerings  Budgeted: $5,519

Nov17 44 95 139 Nov 17 Received: $4,233
Nov24 49 86 135 Nov 24 Received: $9,446
Dec1 43 78 121 Dec 1 Received: $13,971

Dec 8 43 80 123 Dec 8 Received: $7,532

Fiscal Year to Date Budgeted Regular Giving:
Fiscal Year to Date Received:
Thanksgiving Budgeted:  $2,200
Thanksgiving Received: $2,247
Christmas Budgeted:  $8,000
Christmas Received: $929
Our Fiscal Year runs July 1 to June 30

$126,942
$146,010
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